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Guidelines for Draft Review 
 
The following guide provides a basis for review of the Draft copy of the Code and is 
designed to make your review easier. Please note that the Draft review is not 
intended to be a “start from scratch” process, and any extensive changes may be 
better suited for supplementation in order to avoid complicating the project and/or 
incurring extra expense at the Draft stage. 
 
 
Part I: Formatting. 

The Draft copy of the Code provides an accurate reflection of the final text and layout of 
the Code. However, there may be some formatting conventions which appear 
“incomplete” in the Draft but which will be formatted correctly in the finished Code. For 
example: 

• The page numbers in the right-hand bottom corner represent the page numbers 
for the entire draft, and the page numbers in the center of the pages represent 
the pages of the chapter only. In the finished Code, only the chapter-specific 
page numbering will remain. 

• Similarly, the month/year dateline in the left-hand bottom corner is for the 
Draft only and will not appear in the finished Code. 

• Generally, tabular or appendix material is accurately represented in the Draft, 
but it may undergo additional formatting as necessary upon final publication. 

Please disregard these and other such formatting idiosyncrasies. 
 
Part II: Stylization and Indexing. 

A. Publishing conventions. During final editing, our staff read your legislation and 
stylized it consistently according to our own style manual. Therefore, you need 
not be concerned with style conventions such as the following: 

• Capitalization. 
• Spelling and punctuation. 
• Citation of numbers. 

This consistent stylization will be maintained during supplementation of the Code. 

B. Index. Please note that the final Code will contain an alphabetical Index. This 
Index is not included in the Draft but will be prepared and delivered with the final 
publication. 
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PREFACE 

The Town of Princetown has, over the years, passed through a process of legislative change 
common to many American communities. While only a few simple laws were necessary at the 
time of the establishment of the Town, subsequent growth of the community, together with the 
complexity of modern life, has created the need for new and more detailed legislation for the 
proper function and government of the Town. The recording of local law is an aspect of munici-
pal history, and as the community develops and changes, review and revision of old laws and 
consideration of new laws, in the light of current trends, must keep pace. The orderly collection 
of these records is an important step in this ever-continuing process. Legislation must be more 
than mere chronological enactments reposing in the pages of old records. It must be available and 
logically arranged for convenient use and must be kept up-to-date. It was with thoughts such as 
these in mind that the Town Board ordered the following codification of the Town's legislation. 

Contents of Code 
The various chapters of the Code contain all currently effective ordinances and local laws of a 
general and permanent nature enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown, including 
revisions or amendments to existing legislation deemed necessary by the Town Board in the 
course of the codification. 

Table of Contents and 
Grouping of Legislation 

The Table of Contents details the arrangement of material alphabetically by chapter as a means of 
identifying specific areas of legislation. Wherever two or more items of legislation have been 
combined by the editor into a single chapter, the use of article designations has preserved the 
identity of the individual enactments, and the titles of the articles are listed beneath the chapter 
title in order to facilitate location of the individual enactments. 

Reserved Chapters 
Unassigned chapter numbers do not appear in the Table of Contents but are available for assign-
ment to new enactments. In this manner, new subject matter can be included alphabetically. 

Pagination 
A unique page-numbering system has been used in which each chapter forms an autonomous 
unit. The first page of each chapter is the number of that chapter followed by a colon and the nu-
meral “1.” Thus, Chapter 6 would begin on page 6:1. By use of this system, it is possible to add 
or to change pages in any chapter, or add new chapters, without affecting the sequence of subse-
quent pages. 
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Numbering of Sections 
A chapter-related section-numbering system is employed in which the section number indicates 
the number of the chapter and the location of the section within that chapter. Thus, the first sec-
tion of Chapter 30 would be § 30-1, while the sixth section of Chapter 57 would be § 57-6. 

Scheme 
The scheme is the list of section titles that precedes the text of each chapter. These titles are care-
fully written so that, taken together, they may be considered as a summary of the content of the 
chapter. Taken separately, each describes the content of a particular section. For ease and preci-
sion of reference, the scheme titles are repeated as section headings in the text. 

Histories 
At the end of the Scheme (list of section titles) in each chapter is located the legislative history for 
that chapter. This History indicates the specific legislative source from which the chapter was 
derived, including the enactment number, if pertinent, and the date of adoption. In the case of 
chapters containing parts or articles derived from more than one item of legislation, the source of 
each part or article is indicated in the text, under its title. Amendments to individual sections or 
subsections are indicated by histories where appropriate in the text. 

Codification Amendments and Revisions 
New chapters adopted during the process of codification are cited in chapter histories with refer-
ence to "Ch. 1, General Provisions," where the legislation adopting the Code and providing for 
substantive revisions will appear after final enactment. Sections and subsections that are amended 
or revised during the process of codification are indicated in the text by means of Editor's Notes 
also referring to "Ch. 1, General Provisions." Following adoption of the Code, during the course 
of routine supplementation, these references will be updated to a History of the Code Adoption 
legislation. 

General References; Editor's Notes 
In each chapter containing material related to other chapters in the Code, a table of General Ref-
erences is included to direct the reader's attention to such related chapters. Editor's Notes are used 
in the text to provide supplementary information and cross-references to related provisions in 
other chapters. 

Appendix 
Certain forms of local legislation are not of a nature suitable for inclusion in the main body of the 
Code but are of such significance that their application is community-wide or their provisions are 

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 8 of 362



PREFACE 

 iii 11 - 01 - 2014 

germane to the conduct of municipal government. The Appendix of this publication is reserved 
for such legislation and for any other material that the community may wish to include. 

Disposition List 
The Disposition List is a chronological listing of legislation, indicating its inclusion in the publi-
cation or the reason for its exclusion. The Disposition List will be updated with each supplement 
to the Code to include the legislation reviewed with said supplement. 

Index 
The Index is a guide to information. Since it is likely that this publication will be used by persons 
without formal legal training, the Index has been formulated to enable such persons to locate a 
particular section quickly. Each section of each chapter has been indexed. The Index will be sup-
plemented and revised from time to time as new legislation is added. 

Instructions for Amending the Code 
All changes to the Code, whether they are amendments, deletions or additions, should be adopted 
as amendments to the Code. In doing so, existing material that is not being substantively altered 
should not be renumbered. 

Adding new sections. Where new sections are to be added to a chapter, they can be added at the 
end of the existing material (continuing the numbering sequence) or inserted between existing 
sections as decimal numbers (e.g., a new section between §§ 65-5 and 65-6 should be designated 
§ 65-5.1). 

Adding new chapters. New chapters should be added in the proper alphabetical sequence in the 
appropriate division or part (e.g., Part I, Administrative Legislation, or Part II, General Legisla-
tion), utilizing the reserved chapter numbers. New chapter titles should begin with the key word 
for the alphabetical listing (e.g., new legislation on abandoned vehicles should be titled "Vehicles, 
Abandoned" under "V" in the Table of Contents, and a new enactment on coin-operated amuse-
ment devices should be "Amusement Devices" or "Amusement Devices, Coin-Operated" under 
"A" in the Table of Contents). Where a reserved number is not available, an "A" chapter should 
be used (e.g., a new chapter to be included between Chapters 166 and 167 should be designated 
Chapter 166A). 

Adding new articles. New articles may be inserted between existing articles in a chapter (e.g., 
adding a new district to the Zoning Regulations) by the use of "A" articles (e.g., a new article to 
be included between Articles XVI and XVII should be designated Article XVIA). The section 
numbers would be as indicated above (e.g., if the new Article XVIA contains six sections and 
existing Article XVI ends with § 166-30 and Article XVII begins with § 166-31, Article XVIA 
should contain §§ 166-30.1 through 166-30.6). 
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Supplementation 
Supplementation of the Code will follow the adoption of new legislation. New legislation or 
amendments to existing legislation will be included and repeals will be indicated as soon as pos-
sible after passage. Supplemental pages should be inserted as soon as they are received and old 
pages removed, in accordance with the Instruction Page which accompanies each supplement. 

Acknowledgment 
The assistance of the Town officials is gratefully acknowledged by the editor. The codification of 
the legislation of the Town of Princetown reflects an appreciation of the needs of a progressive 
and expanding community. As in many other municipalities, officials are faced with fundamental 
changes involving nearly every facet of community life. Problems increase in number and com-
plexity and range in importance from everyday details to crucial areas of civic planning. It is the 
profound conviction of General Code that this publication will contribute significantly to the effi-
cient administration of local government. As Samuel Johnson observed, "The law is the last result 
of human wisdom acting upon human experience for the benefit of the public." 
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Chapter 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS
 

ARTICLE I
Adoption of Code

 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
Adoption of Code

[A local law adopting the Code of the Town of Princetown and making certain
substantive changes to existing legislation of the Town will be provided to the Town at
the completion of this project. Upon final adoption by the Town Board, it will be
included here as Article I of this chapter.]

1:1 11 - 01 - 2014
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Chapter 7

ADMINISTRATION
 

ARTICLE I
Appointed Assessor

§ 7-1. Appointment.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
Appointed Assessor

[Adopted 6-21-1979 by L.L. No. 1-1979]

§ 7-1. Appointment.

From and after October 1, 1979, there shall be but one Assessor in the Town of Princetown,
to be appointed by the Town Board as provided in § 1522 of Article 15-A of the New York
State Real Property Tax Law.1

1. Editor's Note: Section 1522 of Article 15-A of the New York State Real Property Tax Law has been repealed; see now
Real Property Tax Law § 308 et seq., for provisions related to Assessors.

7:1 11 - 01 - 2014
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Chapter 13

APPEARANCE TICKETS
 

ARTICLE I § 13-7. Authority to issue. 
Issuance by Code Enforcement Officer  § 13-8. Personal service.

 § 13-9. Contents. § 13-1. Purpose.

 § 13-2. Authority to issue. ARTICLE III
§ 13-3. Zoning enforcement. Issuance by Dog Control Officer
§ 13-4. Personal service. 

 § 13-10. Purpose. § 13-5. Contents.
 § 13-11. Authority to issue.

ARTICLE II  § 13-12. Personal service.
Issuance by Fire Warden § 13-13. Contents.

§ 13-6. Purpose. 
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
Issuance by Code Enforcement Officer
[Adopted 5-13-1995 by L.L. No. 2-1995]

§ 13-1. Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to authorize the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of
Princetown to issue and serve appearance tickets in connection with violations of state
statutes, local laws, ordinances, or rules and regulations of the Town which the Code
Enforcement Officer is authorized or required to enforce.

§ 13-2. Authority to issue. 1

The Code Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to enforce and serve an appearance ticket
with respect to violations of a state statute, a local law, ordinance, rule or regulation of the
Town of Princetown, including but not limited to the Solid Waste Management Ordinance
(Chapter 143, Article I) and Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 200).

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

13:1 11 - 01 - 2014
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§ 13-3 PRINCETOWN CODE § 13-9

§ 13-3. Zoning enforcement.

The issuance of appearance tickets by the Code Enforcement Officer for violations of the
Zoning Ordinance is an alternative to the enforcement mechanism set forth at Chapter 200,
Zoning, §§ 200-56C and 200-63B.

§ 13-4. Personal service.

An appearance ticket other than for a parking violation shall be served personally upon a
person whom the Code Enforcement Officer has reasonable cause to believe has committed a
crime or petty offense.

§ 13-5. Contents.

An appearance ticket shall be a notice directing the offender to appear in the Princetown
Town Court at a specified time. The notice must specify the section of state statute, local law,
ordinance, rule or regulation allegedly violated and must be signed and dated by the Code
Enforcement Officer.

ARTICLE II
Issuance by Fire Warden

[Adopted 7-22-1997 by L.L. No. 3-1997]

§ 13-6. Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to authorize the Fire Warden of the Town of Princetown to issue
and serve appearance tickets in connection with violations of state statutes, local laws,
ordinances, or rules and regulations of the Town which the Fire Warden is authorized or
required to enforce.

§ 13-7. Authority to issue.

The Fire Warden is hereby authorized to enforce and serve an appearance ticket with respect
to violations of a state statute, a local law, ordinance, rule or regulation of the Town of
Princetown, including but not limited to the Fire Ordinance (Chapter 64, Fire Prevention) of
the Town of Princetown.

§ 13-8. Personal service.

An appearance ticket shall be served personally upon a person whom the Fire Warden has
reasonable cause to believe has committed a violation as described in § 13-7.

§ 13-9. Contents.

An appearance ticket shall be a notice directing the offender to appear in the Princetown
Town Court at a specified time. The notice must specify the section of state statute, local law,

13:2 11 - 01 - 2014
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§ 13-9 APPEARANCE TICKETS § 13-13

ordinance, rule or regulation allegedly violated and must be signed and dated by the Fire
Warden.

ARTICLE III
Issuance by Dog Control Officer

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)]

§ 13-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to authorize the Dog Control Officer of the Town of Princetown
to issue and serve appearance tickets in connection with violations of state statutes, local laws,
ordinances, or rules and regulations of the Town which the Dog Control Officer is authorized
or required to enforce.

§ 13-11. Authority to issue.

The Dog Control Officer is hereby authorized to enforce and serve an appearance ticket with
respect to violations of a state statute, a local law, ordinance, rule or regulation of the Town
of Princetown, including but not limited to the Dog Control Ordinance (Chapter 45, Dogs) of
the Town of Princetown.

§ 13-12. Personal service.

An appearance ticket shall be served personally upon a person whom the Dog Control Officer
has reasonable cause to believe has committed a violation as described in § 13-11.

§ 13-13. Contents.

An appearance ticket shall be a notice directing the offender to appear in the Princetown
Town Court at a specified time. The notice must specify the section of state statute, local law,
ordinance, rule or regulation allegedly violated and must be signed and dated by the Dog
Control Officer.

13:3 11 - 01 - 2014
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Chapter 18

ASSEMBLIES, PUBLIC
 
 § 18-1. Purpose.  § 18-7. Insurance.

§ 18-2. Definitions.  § 18-8. Restoration of premises.

 § 18-3. Permit required. § 18-9. Permit revocation. 

 § 18-4. Permit application. § 18-10. Fees. 

§ 18-5. Facility requirements. § 18-11. Enforcement; penalties for
offenses.§ 18-6. Authority to inspect. 

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by L.L. No. 3-1983.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Peddling and soliciting — See Ch. 122. Solid waste — See Ch. 143.

§ 18-1. Purpose.

The Town Board, in order to promote proper government and ensure the proper protection,
order, conduct, safety, health, welfare and well-being of persons and property within the
Town of Princetown, finds it in the public interest to regulate the assembly of persons where
such assembly exceeds 1,000 persons at any place within the Town of Princetown.

§ 18-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

ASSEMBLY — The gathering or collecting or congregating of persons at any place within
the Town, with or without the levy of an admission fee, for a common purpose, such as but
not limited to sports events, circuses, carnivals, festivals, music festivals, and religious
observances.

BUILDING — A structure wholly or partially enclosed with exterior walls and a roof, of
permanent or temporary nature, affording shelter to persons, animals or property.

PERSON — Any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or group.

SOLID WASTE — Solid waste as defined in the Princetown Solid Waste Management
Law.1

1. Editor's Note: Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I). See Ch. 143, Solid Waste,
Art. I.
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§ 18-2 PRINCETOWN CODE § 18-4

STRUCTURE — A combination of materials to form a construction that is safe and stable
and includes, among other things, stadiums, stages, prop forms, radio towers, sheds, storage
bins, tents, billboards, space signs, bleachers, ramps and seats.  

§ 18-3. Permit required.

No person shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for the assembly of persons in
excess of 1,000 persons, nor shall any person use, allow, let or permit to be used property for
any part or portion of such assembly of persons which total assembly in the aggregate is in
excess of 1,000 persons, unless upon written permit authorizing such use and assembly issued
by the Town Board through the Town Clerk.

§ 18-4. Permit application.

Application for such permit shall be by verified petition addressed to the Town Board and
filed with the Town Clerk at least 45 days prior to the date upon which such use and
assembly shall occur. The Town Board shall act upon the petition within 30 days after its
submission. Such petition shall include the following information:

A. A statement of the name and residence address of the applicant; if the applicant is a
corporation, the name of the corporation, the names and addresses of its directors and
officers; if the applicant does not reside within the Town of Princetown, the name and
address of an agent who shall be a natural person and who shall reside in or have a place
of business in the County of Schenectady, and who shall be authorized to and shall agree
in a verified statement to accept notices or summonses issued with respect to the
application, the conduct of the assembly or use in any manner involving it arising out of
the application, construction or application of this chapter.

B. A statement containing the name, address and record owner of the property where the
assembly and use shall occur and the nature and interest of the applicant therein; the
proposed dates and hours of such assembly and use; the expected maximum number of
persons intended to use the property at one time and collectively; the expected number of
automobiles and vehicles intended to use the property at one time and collectively; and
the purpose of the assembly and use, including the nature of the activity to be carried on
and the admission fee to be charged, if any.

C. A map drawn to scale showing the size of the property; the zoning district in which it is
located; the names and record owners of the adjoining properties; the streets or highways
abutting the property; the size and location of any existing building, buildings or
structures to be erected for the purpose of the assembly and use, and the method,
construction and materials to be used in any new building or structure.

D. A plan or drawing to scale showing the method and manner in which:

(1) Sanitary facilities are to be provided for the disposal of human waste, solid waste
and other debris.2

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 18-4 ASSEMBLIES, PUBLIC § 18-5

(2) The method and manner in which water will be supplied, stored and distributed to
those people attending.

E. A plan drawn to scale showing the layout of any parking area for motor vehicles,
including the means of egress from and ingress to such parking area.

F. A statement containing the type, number and location of any sound amplifier or
loudspeaker or sound truck or other similar sound equipment.

G. A statement specifying whether food or beverage is intended to be prepared, served or
distributed. If food or beverages are intended to be prepared, sold or distributed, a
statement specifying the method of preparation and distribution of such food or beverage
and the method of disposing of solid waste and any other debris arising therefrom. If
food or beverage is to be prepared, sold and distributed, a plan or drawing to scale must
be attached to the application, showing the buildings or other structure from which the
food or beverage shall be prepared, sold or distributed.3

H. A statement specifying whether any private security guards or police will be engaged
and, if so, the numbers and duties to be performed by such persons, including the hours
to be worked and areas of responsibility.

I. A statement specifying the precautions to be utilized for fire protection, including a plan
or drawing to scale specifying the location of fire lanes and water supply for fire control.

J. A statement specifying whether any outdoor lights or signs are to be utilized and, if so, a
map showing the number, location, size, type and illuminating power of such lights and
signs.

K. A statement specifying the facilities to be available for emergency treatment of any
person who may require medical or nursing attention.

L. A statement specifying whether any camping or housing facilities are to be available and,
if so, a plan drawn to scale showing the intended number and location of the same.

M. A statement specifying the contemplated duration of assembly and use.

N. If the assembly and use are to continue from one day into another, a statement specifying
the camping or housing facilities available or to be made available on the premises.

§ 18-5. Facility requirements.

No permit shall be issued unless it is clearly shown that all of the following are provided for:

A. Drinking water adequate in quantity and quality satisfactory to the Town Board.

B. Toilet facilities adequate for the capacity of the assembly or use. These facilities shall be
so located as to be conveniently available and shall be so constructed and maintained that
they will not be offensive. Toilet facilities for groups of people consisting of both sexes
shall be so arranged that the facilities shall be separate for each sex. No privy shall be so

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 18-5 PRINCETOWN CODE § 18-7

located or constructed that it will by leakage or seepage possibly pollute a water supply,
surface water or adjacent ground surface, and any privy shall be constructed in
accordance with the requirements of the New York State Department of Health.

C. Adequate facilities for the satisfactory disposal or treatment and disposal of sewage shall
be maintained. Such facility shall meet with the standards and requirements of the New
York State Department of Health.

D. Adequate facilities and arrangements for safe, clean disposal of solid waste.4

E. Adequate supply of food, if it is intended to be prepared, served or distributed, including
provisions for sanitary storage, handling and protection of food and beverages until
served or used.5

F. Adequate off-street and off-road facilities for the contemplated number of people
attending the assembly or use. Parking space shall be provided for at least one car for
every four persons in attendance.

G. Adequate camping and housing facilities for the contemplated number of people in
attendance, if it is contemplated that the assembly or use shall extend from one day to
another.

H. An adequate number of access roads to and from the site of the assembly or use.

I. Adequate medical facilities, including a first-aid station.

J. Adequate fire protection arrangements for buildings.

§ 18-6. Authority to inspect.

No permit shall be issued unless the owner and his tenant or lessee, if any, shall furnish the
Town with written authorization to permit the Town or its lawful agents to go upon the
property at any time for the purpose of inspecting the same, the facilities provided thereon,
and the cleaning of the premises after the termination of the assembly.

§ 18-7. Insurance. 6

No permit shall be issued unless the applicant shall furnish the Town with a comprehensive
liability insurance policy insuring the Town against liability for damage to person or property
with limits of not less than $1,000,000/$2,000,000 for bodily injury or death and limits of not
less than $500,000 for property damage, sufficient to save the Town harmless from any
liability or cause of action which might arise by reason of the granting of the permit and not
cancellable without 10 days' prior written notice to the Town. The applicant shall further
provide a security deposit of $500 with the Town to insure the removal of trash and other
waste material as hereinafter provided, which deposit shall be returned to the applicant within

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

6. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 18-7 ASSEMBLIES, PUBLIC § 18-11

10 days from the date of termination of the assembly after deduction therefrom of all
expenses caused by the applicant's noncompliance to remove said trash and other waste
material.

§ 18-8. Restoration of premises.

Within five days from the date of the termination of the assembly, trash, paper, garbage and
other waste material shall be completely removed from the premises in a safe, clean and
sanitary manner.

§ 18-9. Permit revocation.

Any permit issued may be revoked by the Town Board through its Clerk if at any time it
should be determined that the applicant has failed to provide the facilities as specified in the
application or that the setting up of the facilities provided for in the application cannot be
reasonably accomplished within the time or date set for the assembly or use.

§ 18-10. Fees. 7

Each petition shall be accompanied by a fee at the time of its submission. The fee shall be set
from time to time by resolution of the Town Board. The fee shall compensate the Town for its
examination and processing of such application and shall not be refunded in whole or in part.

§ 18-11. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. Any person who shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for the assembly of
persons in excess of 1,000, or shall use, allow, let or permit to be used property for any
part or portion of such assembly which total assembly in the aggregate is in excess of
1,000 persons, or any person who shall cause the gathering, collecting or congregating of
persons in excess of 1,000 at any place within the Town, without first obtaining a written
permit in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, shall be deemed to have
violated this chapter and committed a misdemeanor and shall be liable for the penalties
provided. Any person who commits or permits any act in violation of any provision of
this chapter shall be deemed to have violated this chapter and committed a misdemeanor
and shall be liable for the penalties provided.

B. For each violation of the provisions of this chapter, the person violating the same shall be
subject to a fine of not more than $500.8

C. In addition to the above-provided penalties, the Town Board may maintain an action or
proceeding in the name of the Town in a court of competent jurisdiction to compel
compliance with, or to restrain by injunction, the violation of this chapter.

7. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

8. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Chapter 24

BUILDING CODE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
 
 § 24-1. Purpose and intent.  § 24-9. Unsafe building and structures.

§ 24-2. Definitions.  § 24-10. Operating permits.

§ 24-3. Code Enforcement Officer and § 24-11. Firesafety and property
 inspectors.  maintenance inspections.

 § 24-4. Building permits. § 24-12. Complaints. 

 § 24-5. Construction inspections.  § 24-13. Recordkeeping.

§ 24-6. Stop-work orders.  § 24-14. Program review and reporting.

§ 24-7. Certificates of § 24-15. Enforcement; penalties for
occupancy/certificates of  offenses.

 compliance  § 24-16. Fees.
§ 24-8. Fire or explosion notification. § 24-17. Intermunicipal agreements.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 4-10-2007 by L.L.
No. 1-2007. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Appearance tickets — See Ch. 13. Fire prevention — See Ch. 64.
Unsafe buildings — See Ch. 29.

§ 24-1. Purpose and intent.

This chapter provides for the administration and enforcement of the New York State Uniform
Fire Prevention and Building Code (the Uniform Code) and the State Energy Conservation
Construction Code (the Energy Code) in this Town. This chapter is adopted pursuant to § 10
of the Municipal Home Rule Law. Except as otherwise provided in the Uniform Code, other
state law, or other section of this chapter, all buildings, structures and premises, regardless of
use or occupancy, are subject to the provisions of this chapter.

§ 24-2. Definitions.

In this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

BUILDING PERMIT — A permit issued pursuant to § 24-4 of this chapter. The term
"building permit" shall also include a building permit which is renewed, amended or extended
pursuant to any provision of this chapter.

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY/CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE — A certificate
issued pursuant to § 24-7B of this chapter.

24:1 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 27 of 362



   
§ 24-2 PRINCETOWN CODE § 24-3

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER — The Code Enforcement Officer appointed pursuant to
§ 24-3B of this chapter.

CODE ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL — Includes the Code Enforcement Officer and all
Inspectors.

COMPLIANCE ORDER — An order issued by the Code Enforcement Officer pursuant to
§ 24-15A of this chapter.

ENERGY CODE — The State Energy Conservation Construction Code, as currently in effect
and as hereafter amended from time to time.

INSPECTOR — An inspector appointed pursuant to § 24-3D of this chapter.

OPERATING PERMIT — A permit issued pursuant to § 24-10 of this chapter. The term
"operating permit" shall also include an operating permit which is renewed, amended or
extended pursuant to any provision of this chapter.

PERMIT HOLDER — The person to whom a building permit has been issued.

PERSON — Includes an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership,
limited partnership, business trust, estate, trust, association or any other legal or commercial
entity of any kind or description.

STOP-WORK ORDER — An order issued pursuant to § 24-6 of this chapter.

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE — A certificate issued pursuant to § 24-7D of this chapter.

TOWN — The Town of Princetown.

UNIFORM CODE — The New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, as
currently in effect and as hereafter amended from time to time.  

§ 24-3. Code Enforcement Officer and inspectors.

A. The office of Code Enforcement Officer is hereby created. The Code Enforcement
Officer shall administer and enforce all the provisions of the Uniform Code, the Energy
Code and this chapter. The Code Enforcement Officer shall have the following powers
and duties:

(1) To receive, review and approve or disapprove applications for building permits,
certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance, temporary certificates and
operating permits, and the plans, specifications and construction documents
submitted with such applications;

(2) Upon approval of such applications, to issue building permits, certificate of
occupancy/certificate of compliance, temporary certificates and operating permits,
and to include in building permits, certificates of occupancy, temporary certificates
and operating permits such terms and conditions as the Code Enforcement Officer
may determine to be appropriate;
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(3) To conduct construction inspections, inspections to be made prior to the issuance
of certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance, temporary certificates and
operating permits, firesafety and property maintenance inspections, inspections
incidental to the investigation of complaints, and all other inspections required or
permitted under any provision of this chapter;

(4) To issue stop-work orders;

(5) To review and investigate complaints;

(6) To issue orders pursuant to § 24-15A, Enforcement; penalties for offenses, of this
chapter;

(7) To maintain records;

(8) To collect fees as set by the Town Board of this Town;

(9) To pursue administrative enforcement actions and proceedings;

(10) In consultation with this Town's Attorney, to pursue such legal actions and
proceedings as may be necessary to enforce the Uniform Code, the Energy Code
and this chapter, or to abate or correct conditions not in compliance with the
Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter; and

(11) To exercise all other powers and fulfill all other duties conferred upon the Code
Enforcement Officer by this chapter.

B. The Code Enforcement Officer shall be appointed annually by the Town Board. The
Code Enforcement Officer shall possess background experience related to building
construction or fire prevention and shall, within the time prescribed by law, obtain such
basic training, in-service training, advanced in-service training and other training as the
State of New York shall require for code enforcement personnel, and the Code
Enforcement Officer shall obtain certification from the State Fire Administrator pursuant
to the Executive Law and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

C. In the event that the Code Enforcement Officer is unable to serve as such for any reason,
an individual shall be appointed by the Town Board to serve as Acting Code
Enforcement Officer. The Acting Code Enforcement Officer shall, during the term of his
or her appointment, exercise all powers and fulfill all duties conferred upon the Code
Enforcement Officer by this chapter.

D. One or more Inspectors may be appointed by the Town Board to act under the
supervision and direction of the Code Enforcement Officer and to assist the Code
Enforcement Officer in the exercise of the powers and fulfillment of the duties conferred
upon the Code Enforcement Officer by this chapter. Each Inspector shall, within the time
prescribed by law, obtain such basic training, in-service training, advanced in-service
training and other training as the State of New York shall require for code enforcement
personnel, and each Inspector shall obtain certification from the State Fire Administrator
pursuant to the Executive Law and the regulations promulgated thereunder.
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E. The compensation for the Code Enforcement Officer and Inspectors shall be fixed from
time to time by the Town Board of this Town.

§ 24-4. Building permits.

A. Building permits required. Except as otherwise provided in Subsection B of this section,
a building permit shall be required for any work which must conform to the Uniform
Code and/or the Energy Code, including, but not limited to, the construction,
enlargement, alteration, improvement, removal, relocation or demolition of any building
or structure or any portion thereof, and the installation of a solid-fuel-burning heating
appliance, chimney or flue in any dwelling unit. No person shall commence any work for
which a building permit is required without first having obtained a building permit from
the Code Enforcement Officer.

B. Exemptions. No building permit shall be required for work in any of the following
categories:

(1) Construction or installation of one-story detached structures associated with one- or
two-family dwellings or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) which are
used for tool and storage sheds, playhouses or similar uses, provided the gross
floor area does not exceed 144 square feet (13.38 square meters);

(2) Installation of swings and other playground equipment associated with a one- or
two-family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses);

(3) Installation of swimming pools associated with a one- or two-family dwelling or
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses), where such pools are designed for
a water depth of less than 24 inches and are installed entirely above ground;

(4) Installation of fences which are not part of an enclosure surrounding a swimming
pool;

(5) Construction of retaining walls, unless such walls support a surcharge or impound
Class I, II or IIIA liquids;

(6) Construction of temporary motion-picture, television and theater stage sets and
scenery;

(7) Installation of window awnings supported by an exterior wall of a one- or
two-family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses);

(8) Installation of partitions or movable cases less than five feet nine inches in height;

(9) Painting, wallpapering, tiling, carpeting or other similar finish work;

(10) Installation of listed portable electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation or cooling
equipment or appliances;

(11) Replacement of any equipment, provided the replacement does not alter the
equipment's listing or render it inconsistent with the equipment's original
specifications; or
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(12) Repairs, provided that such repairs do not involve:

(a) The removal or cutting away of a load-bearing wall, partition or portion
thereof, or of any structural beam or load-bearing component;

(b) The removal or change of any required means of egress or the rearrangement
of parts of a structure in a manner which affects egress;

(c) The enlargement, alteration, replacement or relocation of any building
system; or

(d) The removal from service of all or part of a fire protection system for any
period of time.

C. Exemption not deemed authorization to perform noncompliant work. The exemption
from the requirement to obtain a building permit for work in any category set forth in
Subsection B of this section shall not be deemed an authorization for work to be
performed in violation of the Uniform Code or the Energy Code.

D. Applications for building permits. Applications for a building permit shall be made in
writing on a form provided by or otherwise acceptable to the Code Enforcement Officer.
The application shall be signed by the owner of the property where the work is to be
performed or an authorized agent of the owner. The application shall include such
information as the Code Enforcement Officer deems sufficient to permit a determination
by the Code Enforcement Officer that the intended work complies with all applicable
requirements of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code. The application shall include or
be accompanied by the following information and documentation:

(1) A description of the proposed work;

(2) The Tax Map number and the street address of the premises where the work is to
be performed;

(3) The occupancy classification of any affected building or structure;

(4) Where applicable, a statement of special inspections prepared in accordance with
the provisions of the Uniform Code; and

(5) At least two sets of construction documents (drawings and/or specifications),
which:

(a) Define the scope of the proposed work;

(b) Are prepared by a New York State registered architect or licensed
professional engineer where so required by the Education Law;

(c) Indicate with sufficient clarity and detail the nature and extent of the work
proposed;

(d) Substantiate that the proposed work will comply with the Uniform Code and
the Energy Code; and
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(e) Where applicable, include a site plan that shows any existing and proposed
buildings and structures on the site, the location of any existing or proposed
well or septic system, the location of the intended work, and the distances
between the buildings and structures and the lot lines.

E. Construction documents. Construction documents will not be accepted as part of an
application for a building permit unless they satisfy the requirements set forth in
Subsection D(5) of this section. Construction documents which are accepted as part of
the application for a building permit shall be marked as accepted by the Code
Enforcement Officer in writing or by stamp. One set of the accepted construction
documents shall be retained by the Code Enforcement Officer, and one set of the
accepted construction documents shall be returned to the applicant to be kept at the work
site so as to be available for use by the code enforcement personnel. However, the return
of a set of accepted construction documents to the applicant shall not be construed as
authorization to commence work, nor as an indication that a building permit will be
issued. Work shall not be commenced until and unless a building permit is issued.

F. Issuance of building permits. An application for a building permit shall be examined to
ascertain whether the proposed work is in compliance with the applicable requirements of
the Uniform Code and Energy Code. The Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a
building permit if the proposed work is in compliance with the applicable requirements
of the Uniform Code and Energy Code.

G. Building permits to be displayed. Building permits shall be visibly displayed at the work
site and shall remain visible until the authorized work has been completed.

H. Work to be in accordance with construction documents. All work shall be performed in
accordance with the construction documents which were submitted with and accepted as
part of the application for the building permit. The building permit shall contain such a
directive. The permit holder shall immediately notify the Code Enforcement Officer of
any change occurring during the course of the work. The building permit shall contain
such a directive. If the Code Enforcement Officer determines that such change warrants a
new or amended building permit, such change shall not be made until and unless a new
or amended building permit reflecting such change is issued.

I. Time limits. Building permits shall become invalid unless the authorized work is
commenced within six months following the date of issuance. Building permits shall
expire 12 months after the date of issuance. A building permit which has become invalid
or which has expired pursuant to this subsection may be renewed upon application by the
permit holder, payment of the applicable fee, and approval of the application by the Code
Enforcement Officer.

J. Revocation or suspension of building permits. If the Code Enforcement Officer
determines that a building permit was issued in error because of incorrect, inaccurate or
incomplete information, or that the work for which a building permit was issued violates
the Uniform Code or the Energy Code, the Code Enforcement Officer shall revoke the
building permit or suspend the building permit until such time as the permit holder
demonstrates that: (1) all work then completed is in compliance with all applicable
provisions of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code; and (2) all work then proposed to
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be performed shall be in compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Code
and the Energy Code.

K. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in
§ 24-16, Fees, of this chapter must be paid at the time of submission of an application for
a building permit, for an amended building permit, or for renewal of a building permit.

§ 24-5. Construction inspections.

A. Work to remain accessible and exposed. Work shall remain accessible and exposed until
inspected and accepted by the Code Enforcement Officer or by an Inspector authorized
by the Code Enforcement Officer. The permit holder shall notify the Code Enforcement
Officer when any element of work described in Subsection B of this section is ready for
inspection.

B. Elements of work to be inspected. The following elements of the construction process
shall be inspected, where applicable:

(1) Work site prior to the issuance of a building permit;

(2) Footing and foundation;

(3) Preparation for concrete slab;

(4) Framing;

(5) Building systems, including underground and rough-in;

(6) Fire-resistant construction;

(7) Fire-resistant penetrations;

(8) Solid-fuel-burning heating appliances, chimneys, flues or gas vents;

(9) Energy Code compliance; and

(10) A final inspection after all work authorized by the building permit has been
completed.

C. Inspection results. After inspection, the work or a portion thereof shall be noted as
satisfactory as completed or the permit holder shall be notified as to where the work fails
to comply with the Uniform Code or Energy Code. Work not in compliance with any
applicable provisions of the Uniform Code or Energy Code shall remain exposed until
such work shall have been brought into compliance with all applicable provisions of the
Uniform Code and the Energy Code, reinspected, and found satisfactory as completed.

D. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in
§ 24-16, Fees, of this chapter must be paid prior to or at the time of each inspection
performed pursuant to this section.
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§ 24-6. Stop-work orders.

A. Authority to issue. The Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue stop-work orders
pursuant to this section. The Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a stop-work order to
halt:

(1) Any work that is determined by the Code Enforcement Officer to be contrary to
any applicable provision of the Uniform Code or Energy Code, without regard to
whether such work is or is not work for which a building permit is required, and
without regard to whether a building permit has or has not been issued for such
work; or

(2) Any work that is being conducted in a dangerous or unsafe manner in the opinion
of the Code Enforcement Officer, without regard to whether such work is or is not
work for which a building permit is required, and without regard to whether a
building permit has or has not been issued for such work; or

(3) Any work for which a building permit is required which is being performed
without the required building permit or under a building permit that has become
invalid, has expired or has been suspended or revoked.

B. Content of stop-work orders. Stop-work orders shall:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Be dated and signed by the Code Enforcement Officer;

(3) State the reason or reasons for issuance; and

(4) If applicable, state the conditions which must be satisfied before work will be
permitted to resume.

C. Service of stop-work orders. The Code Enforcement Officer shall cause the stop-work
order, or a copy thereof, to be served on the owner of the affected property (and, if the
owner is not the permit holder, on the permit holder) personally or by registered
mail/certified mail. The Code Enforcement Officer shall be permitted, but not required,
to cause the stop-work order or a copy thereof to be served on any builder, architect,
tenant, contractor, subcontractor, construction superintendent, or their agents, or any
other person taking part or assisting in work affected by the stop-work order, personally
or by registered mail/certified mail; provided, however, that failure to serve any person
mentioned in this sentence shall not affect the efficacy of the stop-work order.

D. Effect of stop-work order. Upon the issuance of a stop-work order, the owner of the
affected property, the permit holder and any other person performing, taking part in or
assisting in the work shall immediately cease all work which is the subject of the
stop-work order.

E. Remedy not exclusive. The issuance of a stop-work order shall not be the exclusive
remedy available to address any event described in Subsection A of this section, and the
authority to issue a stop-work order shall be in addition to, and not in substitution for or
limitation of, the right and authority to pursue any other remedy or impose any other
penalty under § 24-15, Enforcement; penalties for offenses, of this chapter or under any
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other applicable local law or state law. Any such other remedy or penalty may be
pursued at any time, whether prior to, at the time of, or after the issuance of a stop-work
order.

§ 24-7. Certificates of occupancy/certificates of compliance

A. Certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance is required. A certificate of
occupancy/certificate of compliance shall be required for any work which is the subject
of a building permit and for all structures, buildings or portions thereof which are
converted from one use or occupancy classification or subclassification to another.
Permission to use or occupy a building or structure, or portion thereof, for which a
building permit was previously issued shall be granted only by issuance of a certificate of
occupancy/certificate of compliance.

B. Issuance of certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance. The Code Enforcement
Officer shall issue a certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance if the work which
was the subject of the building permit was completed in accordance with all applicable
provisions of the Uniform Code and Energy Code and, if applicable, the structure,
building or portion thereof that was converted from one use or occupancy classification
or subclassification to another complies with all applicable provisions of the Uniform
Code and Energy Code. The Code Enforcement Officer or an Inspector authorized by the
Code Enforcement Officer shall inspect the building, structure or work prior to the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance. In addition, where
applicable, the following documents, prepared in accordance with the provisions of the
Uniform Code by such person or persons as may be designated by or otherwise
acceptable to the Code Enforcement Officer at the expense of the applicant for the
certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance, shall be provided to the Code
Enforcement Officer prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy/certificate of
compliance:

(1) A written statement of structural observations and/or a final report of special
inspections; and

(2) Flood hazard certifications.

C. Contents of certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance. A certificate of
occupancy/certificate of compliance shall contain the following information:

(1) The building permit number, if any;

(2) The date of issuance of the building permit, if any;

(3) The name, address and Tax Map number of the property;

(4) If the certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance is not applicable to an
entire structure, a description of that portion of the structure for which the
certificate of occupancy is issued;

(5) The use and occupancy classification of the structure;
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(6) The type of construction of the structure;

(7) The assembly occupant load of the structure, if any;

(8) If an automatic sprinkler system is provided, a notation as to whether the sprinkler
system is required;

(9) Any special conditions imposed in connection with the issuance of the building
permit; and

(10) The signature of the Code Enforcement Officer issuing the certificate of occupancy
and the date of issuance.

D. Temporary certificate. The Code Enforcement Officer shall be permitted to issue a
temporary certificate allowing the temporary occupancy of a building or structure, or a
portion thereof, prior to completion of the work which is the subject of a building permit.
However, in no event shall the Code Enforcement Officer issue a temporary certificate
unless the Code Enforcement Officer determines: (1) that the building or structure, or the
portion thereof covered by the temporary certificate, may be occupied safely; (2) that any
fire- and smoke-detecting or fire protection equipment which has been installed is
operational; and (3) that all required means of egress from the building or structure have
been provided. The Code Enforcement Officer may include in a temporary certificate
such terms and conditions as he or she deems necessary or appropriate to ensure safety
or to further the purposes and intent of the Uniform Code. A temporary certificate shall
be effective for a period of time, not to exceed six months, which shall be determined by
the Code Enforcement Officer and specified in the temporary certificate. During the
specified period of effectiveness of the temporary certificate, the permit holder shall
undertake to bring the building or structure into full compliance with all applicable
provisions of the Uniform Code and the Energy Code.

E. Revocation or suspension of certificates. If the Code Enforcement Officer determines that
a certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance or a temporary certificate was issued
in error because of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete information, and if the relevant
deficiencies are not corrected to the satisfaction of the Code Enforcement Officer within
such period of time as shall be specified by the Code Enforcement Officer, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall revoke or suspend such certificate.

F. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in
§ 24-16, Fees, of this chapter must be paid at the time of submission of an application for
a certificate of occupancy/certificate of compliance or for a temporary certificate.

§ 24-8. Fire or explosion notification.

The chief of any fire department providing firefighting services for a property within this
Town shall promptly notify the Code Enforcement Officer of any fire or explosion involving
any structural damage, fuel-burning appliance, chimney or gas vent.
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§ 24-9. Unsafe building and structures.

Unsafe structures and equipment in this Town shall be identified and addressed in accordance
with the procedures established by Local Law No. 2 of 1983 (Chapter 29, Buildings, Unsafe),
as now in effect or as hereafter amended from time to time.

§ 24-10. Operating permits.

A. Operating permits required.

(1) Operating permits shall be required for conducting the activities or using the
categories of buildings listed below:

(a) Manufacturing, storing or handling hazardous materials in quantities
exceeding those listed in Tables 2703.1.1(1), 2703.1.1(2), 2703.1.1(3) or
2703.1.1(4) in the publication entitled "Fire Code of New York State" and
incorporated by reference in 19 NYCRR 1225.1;

(b) Hazardous processes and activities, including but not limited to commercial
and industrial operations which produce combustible dust as a by-product,
fruit and crop ripening, and waste handling;

(c) Use of pyrotechnic devices in assembly occupancies;

(d) Buildings containing one or more areas of public assembly with an occupant
load of 100 persons or more; and

(e) Buildings whose use or occupancy classification may pose a substantial
potential hazard to public safety, as determined by resolution adopted by the
Town Board of this Town.

(2) Any person who proposes to undertake any activity or to operate any type of
building listed in this Subsection A shall be required to obtain an operating permit
prior to commencing such activity or operation.

B. Applications for operating permits. An application for an operating permit shall be in
writing on a form provided by or otherwise acceptable to the Code Enforcement Officer.
Such application shall include such information as the Code Enforcement Officer deems
sufficient to permit a determination by the Code Enforcement Officer that quantities,
materials and activities conform to the requirements of the Uniform Code. If the Code
Enforcement Officer determines that tests or reports are necessary to verify conformance,
such tests or reports shall be performed or provided by such person or persons as may be
designated by or otherwise acceptable to the Code Enforcement Officer, at the expense of
the applicant.

C. Inspections. The Code Enforcement Officer or an Inspector authorized by the Code
Enforcement Officer shall inspect the subject premises prior to the issuance of an
operating permit.

D. Multiple activities. In any circumstance in which more than one activity listed in
Subsection A of this section is to be conducted at a location, the Code Enforcement
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Officer may require a separate operating permit for each such activity, or the Code
Enforcement Officer may, in his or her discretion, issue a single operating permit to
apply to all such activities.

E. Duration of operating permits. Operating permits shall remain in effect until reissued,
renewed, revoked or suspended.

F. Revocation or suspension of operating permits. If the Code Enforcement Officer
determines that any activity or building for which an operating permit was issued does
not comply with any applicable provision of the Uniform Code, such operating permit
shall be revoked or suspended.

G. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in
§ 24-16, Fees, of this chapter must be paid at the time of submission of an application for
an operating permit, for an amended operating permit, or for reissue or renewal of an
operating permit.

§ 24-11. Firesafety and property maintenance inspections.

A. Inspections required. Firesafety and property maintenance inspections of buildings and
structures shall be performed by the Code Enforcement Officer or an Inspector
designated by the Code Enforcement Officer at the following intervals:

(1) Firesafety and property maintenance inspections of buildings or structures which
contain an area of public assembly shall be performed at least once every 12
months.

(2) Firesafety and property maintenance inspections of buildings or structures being
occupied as dormitories shall be performed at least once every 12 months.

(3) Firesafety and property maintenance inspections of all multiple dwellings not
included in Subsection A(1) or (2), and all nonresidential buildings, structures, uses
and occupancies not included in Subsection A(1) or (2), shall be performed at least
once every 36 months.

B. Inspections permitted. In addition to the inspections required by Subsection A of this
section, a firesafety and property maintenance inspection of any building, structure, use
or occupancy, or of any dwelling unit, may also be performed by the Code Enforcement
Officer or an Inspector designated by the Code Enforcement Officer at any time upon:
(1) the request of the owner of the property to be inspected or an authorized agent of
such owner; (2) receipt by the Code Enforcement Officer of a written statement alleging
that conditions or activities failing to comply with the Uniform Code or Energy Code
exist; or (3) receipt by the Code Enforcement Officer of any other information,
reasonably believed by the Code Enforcement Officer to be reliable, giving rise to
reasonable cause to believe that conditions or activities failing to comply with the
Uniform Code or Energy Code exist; provided, however, that nothing in this subsection
shall be construed as permitting an inspection under any circumstances under which a
court order or warrant permitting such inspection is required, unless such court order or
warrant shall have been obtained.
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C. OFPC inspections. Nothing in this section or in any other provision of this chapter shall
supersede, limit or impair the powers, duties and responsibilities of the New York State
Office of Fire Prevention and Control ("OFPC") and the New York State Fire
Administrator under Executive Law § 156-e and Education Law § 807-b.

D. Fee. The fee specified in or determined in accordance with the provisions set forth in
§ 24-16, Fees, of this chapter must be paid prior to or at the time of each inspection
performed pursuant to this section. This subsection shall not apply to inspections
performed by OFPC.

§ 24-12. Complaints.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall review and investigate complaints which allege or assert
the existence of conditions or activities that fail to comply with the Uniform Code, the Energy
Code, this chapter, or any other local law or regulation adopted for administration and
enforcement of the Uniform Code or the Energy Code. The process for responding to a
complaint shall include such of the following steps, as the Code Enforcement Officer may
deem to be appropriate:

A. Performing an inspection of the conditions and/or activities alleged to be in violation and
documenting the results of such inspection;

B. If a violation is found to exist, providing the owner of the affected property and any
other person who may be responsible for the violation with notice of the violation and
opportunity to abate, correct or cure the violation, or otherwise proceeding in the manner
described in § 24-15, Enforcement; penalties for offenses, of this chapter;

C. If appropriate, issuing a stop-work order;

D. If a violation which was found to exist is abated or corrected, performing an inspection
to ensure that the violation has been abated or corrected, preparing a final written report
reflecting such abatement or correction, and filing such report with the complaint.

§ 24-13. Recordkeeping.

A. The Code Enforcement Officer shall keep permanent official records of all transactions
and activities conducted by all code enforcement personnel, including records of:

(1) All applications received, reviewed and approved or denied;

(2) All plans, specifications and construction documents approved;

(3) All building permits. certificates of occupancy, temporary certificates, stop-work
orders and operating permits issued;

(4) All inspections and tests performed;

(5) All statements and reports issued;

(6) All complaints received;
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(7) All investigations conducted;

(8) All other features and activities specified in or contemplated by §§ 24-4 through
24-12, inclusive, of this chapter; and

(9) All fees charged and collected.

B. All such records shall be public records open for public inspection during normal
business hours. All plans and records pertaining to buildings or structures, or
appurtenances thereto, shall be retained for at least the minimum time period so required
by state law and regulation.

§ 24-14. Program review and reporting.

A. The Code Enforcement Officer shall annually submit to the Town Board of this Town a
written report and summary of all business conducted by the Code Enforcement Officer
and the Inspectors, including a report and summary of all transactions and activities
described in § 24-13, Recordkeeping, of this chapter and a report and summary of all
appeals or litigation pending or concluded.

B. The Code Enforcement Officer shall annually submit to the Secretary of State, on behalf
of this Town, on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State, a report of the activities of
this Town relative to administration and enforcement of the Uniform Code.

C. The Code Enforcement Officer shall, upon request of the New York State Department of
State, provide to the New York State Department of State, from the records and related
materials this Town is required to maintain, excerpts, summaries, tabulations, statistics
and other information and accounts of the activities of this Town in connection with
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Code.

§ 24-15. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. Compliance orders. The Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to order in writing the
remedying of any condition or activity found to exist in, on or about any building,
structure or premises in violation of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter.
Upon finding that any such condition or activity exists, the Code Enforcement Officer
shall issue a compliance order. The compliance order shall be in writing; be dated and
signed by the Code Enforcement Officer; specify the condition or activity that violates
the Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter; specify the provision or provisions
of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, or this chapter which is/are violated by the
specified condition or activity; specify the period of time which the Code Enforcement
Officer deems to be reasonably necessary for achieving compliance; direct that
compliance be achieved within the specified period of time; and state that an action or
proceeding to compel compliance may be instituted if compliance is not achieved within
the specified period of time. The Code Enforcement Officer shall cause the compliance
order, or a copy thereof, to be served on the owner of the affected property personally or
by registered mail/certified mail. The Code Enforcement Officer shall be permitted, but
not required, to cause the compliance order, or a copy thereof, to be served on any

24:14 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 40 of 362



 BUILDING CODE ADMINISTRATION AND  
§ 24-15 ENFORCEMENT § 24-15

builder, architect, tenant, contractor, subcontractor, construction superintendent, or their
agents, or any other person taking part or assisting in work being performed at the
affected property, personally or by registered mail/certified mail; provided, however, that
failure to serve any person mentioned in this sentence shall not affect the efficacy of the
compliance order.

B. Appearance tickets. The Code Enforcement Officer and each Inspector is authorized to
issue appearance tickets for any violation of the Uniform Code.

C. Penalties. In addition to those penalties prescribed by state law, any person who violates
any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter, or any term or
condition of any building permit, certificate of occupancy, temporary certificate,
stop-work order, operating permit or other notice or order issued by the Code
Enforcement Officer pursuant to any provision of this chapter, shall be liable to a penalty
of not more than $200 for each day or part thereof during which such violation
continues.1

D. Injunctive relief. An action or proceeding may be instituted in the name of this Town in a
court of competent jurisdiction to prevent, restrain, enjoin, correct or abate any violation
of, or to enforce, any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, this chapter or
any term or condition of any building permit, certificate of occupancy, temporary
certificate, stop-work order, operating permit, compliance order or other notice or order
issued by the Code Enforcement Officer pursuant to any provision of this chapter. In
particular, but not by way of limitation, where the construction or use of a building or
structure is in violation of any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, this
chapter or any stop-work order, compliance order or other order obtained under the
Uniform Code, the Energy Code or this chapter, an action or proceeding may be
commenced in the name of this Town in the Supreme Court or in any other court having
the requisite jurisdiction to obtain an order directing the removal of the building or
structure or an abatement of the condition in violation of such provisions. No action or
proceeding described in this subsection shall be commenced without the appropriate
authorization from Town Board of this Town.

E. Remedies not exclusive. No remedy or penalty specified in this section shall be the
exclusive remedy or penalty available to address any violation described in this section,
and each remedy or penalty specified in this section shall be in addition to, and not in
substitution for or limitation of, the other remedies or penalties specified in this section,
in § 24-6, Stop-work orders, of this chapter, in any other section of this chapter, or in any
other applicable law. Any remedy or penalty specified in this section may be pursued at
any time, whether prior to, simultaneously with or after the pursuit of any other remedy
or penalty specified in this section, in § 24-6, Stop-work orders, of this chapter, in any
other section of this chapter, or in any other applicable law. In particular, but not by way
of limitation, each remedy and penalty specified in this section shall be in addition to,
and not in substitution for or limitation of, the penalties specified in subdivision (2) of
§ 382 of the Executive Law, and any remedy or penalty specified in this section may be
pursued at any time, whether prior to, simultaneously with, or after the pursuit of any
penalty specified in subdivision (2) of § 382 of the Executive Law.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 24-16. Fees.

A fee schedule shall be established by resolution of the Town Board of this Town. Such fee
schedule may thereafter be amended from time to time by like resolution. The fees set forth in
or determined in accordance with such fee schedule or amended fee schedule shall be charged
and collected for the submission of applications, the issuance of building permits, amended
building permits, renewed building permits, certificates of occupancy, temporary certificates,
operating permits, firesafety and property maintenance inspections, and other actions of the
Code Enforcement Officer described in or contemplated by this chapter.

§ 24-17. Intermunicipal agreements.

The Town Board of Princetown may, by resolution, authorize the Princetown Code
Enforcement Officer to enter into an agreement in the name of Princetown with other
governments to carry out the terms of this chapter, provided that such agreement does not
violate any provision of the Uniform Code, the Energy Code, Part 1203 of Title 19 of the
NYCRR, or any other applicable law.
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Chapter 29

BUILDINGS, UNSAFE
 
 § 29-1. Purpose. § 29-7. Service of notice. 

§ 29-2. Title. § 29-8. Filing of notice with County
 Clerk.§ 29-3. Definitions. 
 § 29-9. Refusal to comply.§ 29-4. Investigation and report. 
 § 29-10. Assessment of expenses. § 29-5. Town Board order.
§ 29-11. Emergency cases.§ 29-6. Notice; contents. 

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 10-16-1983 by L.L.
No. 2-1983. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Building Code administration — See Ch. 24.

§ 29-1. Purpose.

Unsafe buildings pose a threat to life and property in the Town of Princetown. Buildings and
structures may become unsafe by reason of damage by fire, the elements, age or general
deterioration. Vacant buildings not properly secured at doorways and windows also serve as
an attractive nuisance for young children who may be injured therein, as well as a point of
congregation by vagrants and transients. A dilapidated building may also serve as a place of
rodent infestation, thereby creating a health menace to the community. It is the purpose of this
chapter to provide for the safety, health, protection and general welfare of persons and
property in the Town of Princetown by requiring such unsafe buildings be repaired or
demolished and removed.

§ 29-2. Title.

This chapter shall be known as the "Unsafe Buildings Law" of the Town of Princetown.

§ 29-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

BUILDING — Any building, structure or portion thereof used for residential, agricultural,
business or industrial purpose.

BUILDING INSPECTOR — The Building Inspector of the Town of Princetown or such
other person appointed by the Town Board to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  
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§ 29-4. Investigation and report. 1

When in his own opinion or upon receipt of information that a building is or may become
dangerous or unsafe to the general public; is open at the doorways and windows making it
accessible to and an object of attraction to minors under 18 years of age, as well as to
vagrants and other trespassers; is or may become a place of rodent infestation; presents any
other danger to the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the public; or is unfit for the
purposes for which it may lawfully be used, the Building Inspector shall cause or make an
inspection thereof and report in writing to the Town Board his findings and recommendations
in regard to its repair or demolition and removal.

§ 29-5. Town Board order.

The Town Board shall thereafter consider such report and by resolution determine, if in its
opinion the report so warrants, that such building is unsafe and dangerous and order its repair
if the same can be safely repaired or its demolition and removal, and further order that a
notice be served upon the persons and in the manner provided herein.

§ 29-6. Notice; contents.

The notice shall contain the following:

A. A description of the premises;

B. A statement of the particulars in which the building is unsafe or dangerous;

C. An order outlining the manner in which the building is to be made safe and secure or
demolished and removed;

D. A statement that the securing or removal of such building shall commence within 30
days of service of the notice and shall be completed within 60 days thereafter, unless for
good cause shown such time shall be extended;

E. A date, time and place for a hearing before the Town Board in relation to such dangerous
or unsafe building, which hearing shall be scheduled not less than five business days
from the date of service of the notice; and

F. A statement that, in the event of neglect or refusal to comply with the order to secure or
demolish and remove the building, the Town Board is authorized to provide for its
demolition and removal, to assess all expenses thereof against the land on which it is
located, and to institute a special proceeding to collect the costs of demolition, including
legal expenses.

§ 29-7. Service of notice.

The said notice shall be served:

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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A. By personal service of a copy thereof upon the owner, executor, administrator, agent,
lessee or any person having a vested or contingent interest in such unsafe building as
shown by the records of the Tax Collector or of the County Clerk or, if no such person
can reasonably found, by the mailing to such owner by registered mail a copy of such
notice directed to his last known address as shown by the above records;

B. By personal service of a copy of such notice upon any adult person residing in or
occupying said premises if such person can be reasonably found; and

C. By securely affixing a copy of such notice upon the unsafe building.

§ 29-8. Filing of notice with County Clerk.

A copy of the notice served as provided herein shall be filed in the office of the County Clerk
of the County of Schenectady.

§ 29-9. Refusal to comply. [Amended 12-10-1991 by L.L. No. 6-1991]

In the event of the refusal or neglect of the persons so notified to comply with said order of
the Town Board and after the hearing, the Town Board shall provide for the demolition and
removal of such building structure either by Town employees or by contract. Except on
emergency as provided in § 29-11 hereof, any contract for demolition and removal of a
building shall be in conformance with General Municipal Law Article 5-A, § 103.

§ 29-10. Assessment of expenses.

All expenses incurred by the Town in connection with the proceedings to repair and secure or
demolish and remove the unsafe building, including the cost of actually removing such
building, shall be assessed against the land on which such building is located and shall be
levied and collected in the same manner as provided in Article 15 of the Town Law for the
levy and collection of a special ad valorem levy.

§ 29-11. Emergency cases.

Where it reasonably appears that there is present a clear and imminent danger to life, safety or
health of any person or property unless an unsafe building is immediately repaired or secured
or demolished, the Town Board may by resolution authorize the Building Inspector to
immediately cause the repair, securing or demolition of such unsafe building. The expenses of
such repair, securing or demolition shall be a charge against the land on which it is located
and shall be assessed, levied and collected as provided in § 29-10 hereof.
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Chapter 35

BURNING, OPEN
 
 § 35-1. Purpose.  § 35-5. General requirements.

§ 35-2. Short title.  § 35-6. Enforcement.

 § 35-3. Definitions. § 35-7. Penalties for offenses.

 § 35-4. Permitted burning activities.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 8-11-1998 by L.L.
No. 3-1998. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Appearance tickets issued by Fire Warden — See Ch. 13, Fire prevention — See Ch. 64.
Art. II.

§ 35-1. Purpose.

Open burning of materials can pose a threat to life and property in the Town of Princetown if
not properly controlled. Such burning can cause air pollution, which can have detrimental
effects on citizens' health. Such burning can spread and cause damage and possible loss of life
to others and damage to other properties. It is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the
safety, health and general welfare of persons and property in the Town of Princetown by
restricting the open burning of combustible materials.

§ 35-2. Short title. 1

This chapter shall be known as the "Open Burning Law of the Town of Princetown."

§ 35-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

BURN CONTAINER — A fireproof device which is designed to contain refuse during a
burn and to provide sufficient oxygen to the fire to minimize smoke production and prevent
the escape of large embers.

BURN PERMIT — A written controlled open burn authorization duly issued by the Fire
Warden or a person designated by the Fire Warden to issue said permits.

FIRE CHIEF — A person holding the office of chief engineer of any fire district.

1. Editor's Note: Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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FIRE POLICE — A member of a fire district or fire company designated by a fire chief to
control motor vehicle traffic during firefighting operations.

FIRE WARDEN — The Fire Warden of the Town of Princetown.

OPEN BURNING — Any outdoor fire or smoke-producing process for which air
contaminants are emitted directly into the outdoor atmosphere.

REFUSE — Limited to dry materials consisting of paper and paper products, natural
(nonsynthetic) rags, trees, leaves, needles and branches therefrom, vines, lawn and garden
debris, wood and sawdust.

RUBBISH — Solid or liquid waste material, specifically, furniture; cans; crockery; plastics,
chemicals, paint, grease, sludges, oils and other petroleum products; tires; and automobiles
and other vehicles and parts, for junk, salvage or disposal.2  

§ 35-4. Permitted burning activities.

Except as permitted in this section, the open burning of any material is hereby prohibited in
the Town of Princetown.

A. Food preservation or preparation. Nothing in this chapter is meant to restrict the
operation of outdoor cooking devices, such as but not limited to gas or charcoal grills,
smokers or fireplaces, for the preparation or preservation of food, provided that the fuel
source for such devices is either electricity, wood, charcoal, propane, LP or natural gas.
No permit is required for this activity.

B. Contained burning of refuse allowed without burn permit. Wood and wood products may
be burned, provided that such burning occurs:  [Amended 9-23-2003 by L.L. No.
4-2003]

(1) Within a burn container of the following description:

(a) Cylindrical container of no more than fifty-five-gallon size.

(b) Container must be mounted or elevated on three or more concrete blocks to
provide stability.

(c) Holes of one-fourth-inch minimum must be drilled one foot above the bottom
of the receptacle around the entire circumference to provide proper
ventilation for burning. There should be at least 15 holes in a random pattern
without weakening the container walls.

(d) A grate consisting of one-half-inch steel wire mesh or lattice that allows
smoke to escape shall be placed over the top while burning.

(2) In existing outdoor fireplaces: any three-sided fireplace lawfully existing on the
effective date of this chapter.

2. Editor's Note: Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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(3) In newly constructed three-sided masonry fireplaces built in compliance with the
standards of this chapter.

C. Uncontained burning. The following burning activities are allowed, subject to obtaining a
burn permit from the Fire Warden.

(1) Land clearing/cleanup and/or demolition material consisting of clean wood, trees,
tree trimmings, grass, leaves and/or brush. Such burning shall be done only on the
site where the materials are generated.

(2) Bonfires.

§ 35-5. General requirements.

A. No person, partnership or corporation shall burn or allow to be burned any combustible
materials when the Town Fire Warden has duly posted a fire prohibition.

B. No contained burning is allowed within 35 feet of a building or within 25 feet of a
property line, tree line or hedgerow. Uncontained burns are to be conducted at location(s)
specifically authorized by the Fire Warden prior to the issuance of a permit, and the Fire
Warden shall consider the protection of structures, trees and other landscape and personal
property when issuing a permit.  [Amended 9-23-2003 by L.L. No. 4-2003]

C. Burning allowed under this chapter shall be attended at all times by a responsible adult.

D. Appropriate fire-extinguishing equipment, such as water hoses and sand or as otherwise
required in a burn permit, shall be available at all times during burns.

E. Burning allowed under this chapter does not relieve the person conducting the burn from
the responsibility of courtesy to neighbors, nor does it relieve him/her from the
responsibility of not interfering with the enjoyment of life or property of others. It is
his/her responsibility to take steps to assure that no off-site nuisances from smoke,
embers and ash occur.

F. This chapter does not relieve the person performing the burn of the responsibility of
obtaining other permits required by state or other agencies.

G. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to obey or carry out, or willfully neglect,
any lawful direction or lawful order of the Fire Warden, a fire chief or member of the
fire police, given or made while engaged in the performance of their official duties.

§ 35-6. Enforcement.

The Fire Warden of the Town of Princetown shall, and all peace officers may, administer and
enforce the provisions of this chapter and, for such purpose, shall have the authority to issue
any process, including a summons, related to any proceeding, whether criminal or civil in
nature, and including an appearance ticket pursuant to § 150.20 of the Criminal Procedure
Law.

35:3 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 49 of 362



   
§ 35-7 PRINCETOWN CODE § 35-7

§ 35-7. Penalties for offenses. [Amended 9-23-2003 by L.L. No. 4-2003]

A violation of this chapter is, for a first offense, punishable by a fine not to exceed $250. For
the purposes of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations
of the chapter shall be deemed misdemeanors, and for such purpose all provisions of law
relating to misdemeanors shall apply to such violation. In addition thereto, the Town
authorities shall have other such remedies as are provided by law to restrain, correct or abate
any violation of this chapter. For a second offense within five years of the first offense, a fine
of not less than $250 and no more than $500. For a third or subsequent offense within a
five-year period, a fine of not less than $500 and no more than $750 and/or imprisonment not
to exceed 15 days, or both.
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Chapter 45

DOGS
 
 § 45-1. Purpose. § 45-6. Restrictions, prohibitions and

 violations. § 45-2. Authority.
§ 45-7. Seizure; impoundment; § 45-3. Title.
 redemption; adoption.

§ 45-4. Definitions. 
 § 45-8. Complaint.

§ 45-5. Licensing of dogs. 
§ 45-9. Appearance ticket. 

§ 45-10. Penalties for offenses.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by L.L. No. 1-2013.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Appearance tickets issued by Dog Control Officer — See
Ch. 13, Art. III.

§ 45-1. Purpose.

The Town Board of the Town of Princetown finds it necessary to adopt this chapter to address
the licensing of dogs. The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the licensing and
identification of dogs and to protect the health, safety and well-being of persons and property
by imposing restrictions and regulations upon keeping or running at large of dogs and the
seizure thereof within the Town.

§ 45-2. Authority.

This chapter is enacted pursuant to the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law and
§ 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.

§ 45-3. Title.

The title of this chapter shall be the "Dog Control Ordinance of the Town of Princetown."

§ 45-4. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

AT LARGE — Any dog that is unleashed and on property open to the public or is unleashed
on private property not owned by the owner of the dog, unless permission for such presence
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has been obtained from the owner of such private property. No dog shall be deemed to be at
large if it is:1

A. Accompanied by and under the immediate supervision and control, by verbal or other
remote command, of the owner or other responsible person; or

B. A police work dog in use for police work.

DOG CONTROL OFFICER — Any individual, group of individuals and/or owner or
operator of a dog pound or dog shelter appointed by the Princetown Town Board to enforce or
administer the New York State Agriculture and Market Law, and/or local laws, ordinances or
regulations of the Town of Princetown relating to dogs.

HARBOR — To provide food or shelter to any dog.

IDENTIFICATION TAG — A tag issued by the Town of Princetown or Schenectady County
which sets forth the identification number assigned to a specific dog and such other
information deemed necessary by the Town of Princetown and/or Schenectady County.

IDENTIFIED DOG — Any dog carrying an identification tag as required by this chapter.

LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE — The expiration date as noted on the dog license issued
by the Town of Princetown or Schenectady County.

OWNER — Any person who harbors or keeps any dog. In the event that any dog found in
violation of this chapter shall be owned by a person under 18 years of age, the owner shall be
deemed to be the parent or guardian of such person (or the head of the household in which
said person resides).  

§ 45-5. Licensing of dogs.

A. All dogs within the Town of Princetown four months of age or older, unless otherwise
exempted, shall be licensed by the Town of Princetown or Schenectady County. In order
to be licensed by the Town of Princetown, the owner of each dog required to be licensed
shall obtain, complete and return to the Princetown Town Clerk or the Dog Control
Officer a dog license application, together with the required supporting documentation,
the license fee, any applicable surcharges and such additional fees as may be established
by the Princetown Town Board. Each license application shall be accompanied by proof
that the dog has been vaccinated against rabies or a statement from a licensed
veterinarian that such vaccination would endanger the dog's life; in which case, a
vaccination shall not be required. Each license shall be valid for one year and must be
renewed prior to expiration thereof.

B. Licensing fees shall be established by resolution of the Princetown Town Board at least
once every year. To the established licensing fee there shall be added the additional sum
of $5 if the dog for which the license application is made is unaltered. In addition to a
license fee and additional sum, each applicant for a dog license shall pay a surcharge of
$1 if the dog to be licensed is altered or a surcharge of $3 if the dog to be licensed is

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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unaltered. Surcharges are to be remitted to the New York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets for transmittal to the State Comptroller for deposit in the New
York State Animal Population Control Fund unless or until Schenectady County
establishes its own animal population control program. There will be no refunds of
licensing fees or surcharges paid to the Town.

C. No license shall be transferable. Upon transfer of ownership of any dog, the new owner
shall immediately make application for a license for such dog.

D. All licenses shall expire on the last day of the last month for which it is issued.

E. The owner of any dog shall notify the Town Clerk or Dog Control Officer of any change
of address, ownership, death or loss of his licensed dog.

F. Upon the submission of a dog license application, all required documentation and
payment of the required license fee, a Princetown identification tag will be provided to
the owner of the dog. The identification tag must be affixed to a dog collar and worn by
the dog at all times.

G. For those owners who fail to renew a dog license, the Town Clerk, on behalf of the Dog
Control Officer, may mail a warning that failure to renew the license within a specified
time shall result in the issuance of a court appearance ticket.

H. Any dog harbored within the Town of Princetown which is owned by a nonresident of
the Town and licensed by a jurisdiction other than the Town of Princetown or
Schenectady County shall, for a period of 30 days, be exempt from the licensing and
identification provisions of this chapter.

I. Except as otherwise set forth in this chapter, it shall be a violation of this section,
punishable as provided in § 118(2) of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law,
for:

(1) Any owner to fail to license any dog;

(2) Any owner to fail to have any dog identified as required by this chapter;

(3) Any owner to fail to renew a dog license on or before the license expiration date;

(4) Any person to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification tag;

(5) Any person to furnish any false or misleading information on any form required to
be filed with the Town of Princetown pursuant to this chapter;

(6) The owner or custodian of any dog to fail to exercise due diligence in handling his
or her dog if the handling results in harm to another dog that is a guide, hearing or
service dog; or

(7) The owner of a dog to fail to notify the Town of a change in ownership or address
of a dog licensed in the Town.

J. Exemptions.
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(1) No license is required for any dog under the age of four months and which is not
at large or, without regard to the age of the dog, is residing in a pound or shelter
maintained by or under contract with the Town of Princetown or Schenectady
County;

(2) The Town of Princetown will not require a license for any service dog, guide dog,
hearing dog, war dog, working search dog, detection dog, police work or therapy
dog. The person owning, possessing or harboring such a dog bears the burden of
demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Dog Control Officer that the dog is a
service dog and exempt from licensing.

§ 45-6. Restrictions, prohibitions and violations.

It shall be unlawful and considered a violation of this chapter for any owner of any dog to
permit or allow such dog in the Town of Princetown to:

A. Be at large.

B. Engage in habitual howling, barking, crying or whining or to conduct itself in such a
manner so as to unreasonably and habitually annoy, disturb the comfort or repose of any
person. Specifically, no dog shall be allowed to bark, howl, cry and/or whine for a period
in excess of 30 minutes when said barking, howling, crying and/or whining is audible
from beyond the property line of the owner's residence. The barking, howling, crying
and/or whining may be intermittent and not continuous.

(1) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to dogs that are guard dogs or
herding dogs on working farms that are covered in New York State "Right to Farm
Law" under Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law
and similar local laws.

(2) A dog shall not be deemed a barking dog for purposes of this chapter if, at any
time the dog is barking, a person or foreign animal is trespassing or threatening to
trespass upon private property in or upon which the dog is situated or when the
dog is being teased or provoked.

C. Cause damage or destruction to property or commit a nuisance by defecating or urinating
upon the premises of a person other than the owner of such dog.

D. Chase or otherwise harass any person in such a manner as reasonably to cause
intimidation or to put such person in a reasonable apprehension of bodily harm or injury.

E. Habitually chase, run alongside of or bark at motor vehicles or bicycles.

§ 45-7. Seizure; impoundment; redemption; adoption.

A. Any dog in violation of the provisions of the New York State Agriculture and Markets
Law and/or § 45-5 or 45-6A of this chapter may be seized by the Dog Control Officer.

B. Every dog seized shall be properly cared for, sheltered, fed and watered for the
redemption periods set forth in the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law.
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C. Seized dogs may be redeemed by producing proof of licensing and identification
pursuant to the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law and by paying the
following impoundment fees:2

(1) First offense: An impoundment fee, as set from time to time by resolution of the
Town Board, plus all costs incurred by the Town of Princetown in the capture,
sheltering, feeding and caring for the seized dog, as defined within the applicable
sheltering contract for the facility at which the dog was sheltered or the usual and
customary rates charges by such facility if no contract exists.

(2) Additional offenses: An impoundment fee, as set from time to time by resolution
of the Town Board, per additional offense, plus all costs incurred by the Town of
Princetown in the capture, sheltering, feeding and caring for the seized dog (Caring
expenses include, but are not limited to, any reasonably necessary veterinary costs
and euthanasia, if necessary.), as defined within applicable sheltering contracts for
the facility at which the dog was sheltered or usual rates charged by such facility if
no contract exists.

D. If the owner of any unredeemed dog is known, such owner shall be required to pay the
impoundment fees, plus any costs or fees incurred by the Town set forth in Subsection C
of this section, whether or not such owner chooses to redeem his or her dog.

E. Any dog unredeemed at the expiration of the appropriate redemption period shall be
made available for adoption or euthanized pursuant to the provisions of the New York
State Agriculture and Markets Law.

§ 45-8. Complaint.

Any person who observes a dog in violation of this chapter may file a complaint under oath
with the Dog Control Officer specifying the nature of the violation, the date thereof, a
description of the dog and the name and residence, if known, of the owner of such dog. Such
complaint may serve as the basis for enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

§ 45-9. Appearance ticket.

Any dog control officer, peace officer when acting pursuant to his special duties, or police
officer in the employ of or under contract to the Town of Princetown observing a violation of
this chapter may issue and serve an appearance ticket for such violation.

§ 45-10. Penalties for offenses.

A. Except as otherwise provide in the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law or this
chapter, any person convicted of a violation of this chapter shall be deemed to have
committed a violation and shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $250 and
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 15 days, or both such fine and imprisonment.

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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B. Any person having been previously convicted of a violation shall be deemed to have
committed a misdemeanor and be subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000 and
imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year, or both such fine and imprisonment.
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Chapter 58

ETHICS, CODE OF
 
 § 58-1. Title. § 58-9. Exclusions from Code of Ethics

and from transactional§ 58-2. Purpose. 
 disclosure.

§ 58-3. Supersession of General
§ 58-10. Inducement of violations ofMunicipal Law section; repeal
 Code of Ethics. of existing Town ethics laws.
§ 58-11. Interests in contracts with§ 58-4. Code of Ethics for Town officers
 Town. and employees.
 § 58-12. Definitions.§ 58-5. Posting and distribution. 
§ 58-13. Appearances by outside§ 58-6. Enforcement. 

employers and businesses of
 § 58-7. Board of Ethics.  Town officers and employees.
§ 58-8. Transactional disclosure. § 58-14. Annual disclosure.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by L.L. No. 1-2012.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 58-1. Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Ethics Law of the Town of Princetown,
New York.

§ 58-2. Purpose.

A. The purposes of this chapter are:

(1) To establish high standards of ethical conduct for officers and employees of the
Town of Princetown and to remove or prevent any appearance of impropriety;

(2) To afford officers and employees of the Town clear guidance on such standards;

(3) To promote public confidence in the integrity of the governance and administration
of the Town and its agencies and administrative offices;

(4) By requiring public disclosure of financial interests that may influence or be
perceived to influence the actions of Town officers and employees, to facilitate
consideration of potential ethical problems before they arise, minimize unwarranted
suspicion, and enhance the accountability of government to the people; and

(5) To provide for the fair and effective administration of this chapter.

B. This chapter is enacted pursuant to § 806 of the General Municipal Law of the State of
New York and § 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law and is not intended to authorize
any conduct prohibited by Article 18 of the General Municipal Law. This chapter also
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supplements other provisions of law regulating ethics in local government, such as § 107
of the Civil Service Law of the State of New York.

§ 58-3. Supersession of General Municipal Law section; repeal of existing Town ethics
laws.

A. To the extent this chapter is inconsistent with the provisions of § 808 of the General
Municipal Law, this chapter shall supersede those provisions.

B. This chapter shall repeal and supersede Local Law No. 1 of 1970, entitled "Code of
Ethics, Local Law Establishing Standards of Conduct for Officers and Employees of the
Town of Princetown."

§ 58-4. Code of Ethics for Town officers and employees.

A. General prohibition. A Town officer or employee shall not use his or her official position
or office or take or fail to take any action in a manner which he or she knows or has
reason to know may result in a personal financial benefit for any of the following
persons:

(1) The Town officer or employee;

(2) His or her outside employer or business;

(3) A member of his or her household;

(4) A customer or client;

(5) A relative; or

(6) A person from whom the officer or employee has received election campaign
contributions of more than $100 in the aggregate during the past 12 months.

B. Recusal.

(1) A Town officer or employee shall promptly recuse himself or herself from acting
on a matter before the Town when acting on the matter or failing to act on the
matter may financially benefit any of the persons listed in Subsection A above.

(2) No Town officer or employee may participate in any decision or take any official
action with respect to any matter requiring the exercise of discretion (including,
without limitation, any performance reviews and/or disciplinary actions), including
discussing the matter and voting on it, when he or she knows or has reason to
know that the action could confer a direct or indirect financial or material benefit
on himself or herself, a relative, or any private organization in which he or she is
deemed to have an interest.

(3) In the event that this section prohibits a Town officer or employee from exercising
or performing a power or duty:
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(a) If the power or duty is vested in a Town officer as a member of a board, then
the power or duty shall be exercised or performed by the other members of
the board.

(b) If the power or duty is vested in a Town officer individually, then the power
or duty shall be exercised or performed by his or her deputy or, if the officer
does not have a deputy, the power or duty shall be performed by another
person to whom the officer may lawfully delegate the function.

(c) If the power or duty is vested in a Town employee, he or she must refer the
matter to his or her immediate supervisor, and the immediate supervisor shall
designate another person to exercise or perform the power or duty.

C. Gifts. A Town officer or employee shall not solicit anything of value from any person
who has received or sought a financial benefit from the Town, nor accept anything of
value from any person whom the Town officer or employee knows or has reason to
know has received or sought a financial benefit from the Town within the previous 24
months.

D. Representation. A Town officer or employee shall not represent any other person in any
matter that person has before the Town nor represent any other person in any matter
against the interests of the Town.

E. Appearances. A Town officer or employee shall not appear before any agency of the
Town except on his or her own behalf or on behalf of the Town.

F. Political solicitation. A Town officer, employee or candidate shall not knowingly request,
or knowingly authorize anyone else to request any subordinate of the officer or employee
to participate in or contribute to an election campaign or political committee.

G. Revolving door. A Town officer or employee shall not appear or practice before the
Town except on his or her own behalf or on behalf of the Town or receive compensation
for working on any matter before the Town for a period of one year after the termination
of his or her Town service or employment; however, the bar shall be permanent as to
particular matters on which the Town officer or employee personally worked while in
Town service.

H. Avoidance of conflicts. Town officers and employees shall not knowingly acquire,
solicit, negotiate for, or accept any interest, employment or other thing of value which
would put them in violation of this Code of Ethics.

I. Inducement of others. A Town officer or employee shall not induce or aid another officer
or employee of the Town to violate any of the provisions of this Code of Ethics.

J. Nepotism. Except as otherwise required by law:

(1) No Town officer or employee, either individually or as a member of a board, may
participate in any decision specifically to appoint, hire, promote, discipline or
discharge a relative for any position at, for or within the municipality or a
municipal board.
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(2) No Town officer or employee may supervise a relative in the performance of the
relative's official powers or duties.

K. Confidential information. No Town officer or employee who acquires confidential
information in the course of exercising or performing his or her official powers or duties
may disclose or use such information unless the disclosure or use is required by law or
for the purposes of exercising or performing his or her official powers and duties.

§ 58-5. Posting and distribution.

A. The Town Supervisor must promptly cause a copy of this chapter, and a copy of any
amendment to this chapter, to be posted publicly and conspicuously in each building
under the municipality's control. The chapter must be posted within 10 days following
the date on which the chapter takes effect. An amendment to the chapter must be posted
within 10 days following the date on which the amendment takes effect.

B. The Town Supervisor must promptly cause a copy of this chapter, including any
amendments to the chapter, to be distributed to every person who is or becomes an
officer and employee of the Town of Princetown.

C. Every municipal officer or employee who receives a copy of this chapter or an
amendment to the chapter must acknowledge such receipt in writing. Such
acknowledgments must be filed with the Town Clerk, who must maintain such
acknowledgments as a public record.

D. The failure to post this chapter or an amendment to the chapter does not affect either the
applicability or enforceability of the chapter or the amendment. The failure of a Town
officer or employee to receive a copy of the Code of Ethics or an amendment to the
chapter, or to acknowledge receipt thereof in writing, does not affect either the
applicability or enforceability of the chapter or amendment to the chapter.

§ 58-6. Enforcement.

Any Town officer or employee who violates this chapter may be censured, fined, suspended
or removed from office or employment in the manner provided by Article 18 of the New
York State General Municipal Law, as amended.

§ 58-7. Board of Ethics.

A. There is hereby established a Board of Ethics for the Town. The Board of Ethics shall
consist of three members, a majority of whom shall not be officers or employees of the
Town, but at least one of whom must be a Town officer or employee. The members of
such Board of Ethics shall be appointed by the Town Board, serve at the pleasure of the
appointing authority, and receive no salary or compensation for their services as
members of the Board of Ethics.

B. The Board of Ethics shall render advisory opinions to the officers and employees of the
Town of Princetown with respect to Article 18 of the General Municipal Law and this
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chapter. Such advisory opinions must be rendered pursuant to the written request of any
such officer, resident or employee under such rules and regulations as the Board of
Ethics may prescribe. The Board of Ethics shall have the advice of legal counsel
employed by the Board or, if none, the Town's legal counsel. In addition, the Board of
Ethics may make recommendations with respect to the drafting and adoption of a Code
of Ethics, or amendments thereto, upon the request of the Town Board.

§ 58-8. Transactional disclosure.

A. Whenever a Town officer or employee is required to recuse himself or herself under the
Code of Ethics set forth in § 58-4 of this chapter, he or she:

(1) Shall immediately refrain from participating further in the matter;

(2) Shall promptly inform his or her superior, if any; and

(3) Shall promptly file with the Town Clerk a signed statement disclosing the reason
for recusal or, if a member of a board, shall state that information upon the public
record of the board.

B. An officer or employee shall not be required to file a disclosure statement pursuant to
this section if he or she, with respect to the same matter, has filed with the Town Clerk a
disclosure statement complying with the requirements of § 58-11 of this chapter.

§ 58-9. Exclusions from Code of Ethics and from transactional disclosure.

The provisions of §§ 58-4 and 58-8 of this chapter shall not prohibit or require recusal or
transactional disclosure as a result of:

A. An action specifically authorized by statute, rule or regulation of the State of New York
or of the United States.

B. A ministerial act.

C. Gifts:

(1) Received by the Town officer or employee from his or her parent, spouse or child;
or

(2) Having an aggregate value of $75 or less during any twelve-month period; or

(3) Accepted on behalf of the Town and transferred to the Town.

D. Gifts or benefits having a value of $50 or less that are received by a Town officer or
employee listed in § 11 of the Domestic Relations Law of the State of New York for the
solemnization of a marriage by that officer or employee at a place other than his or her
normal public place of business or at a time other than his or her normal hours of
business.

E. Public awards from charitable organizations.
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F. Receipt of Town services or benefits or use of Town facilities that are generally available
on the same terms and conditions to residents or a class of residents in the Town.

G. Representation of constituents by elected officials without compensation in matters of
public advocacy and proper discharge of official duties.

H. Town officers or employees appearing or practicing before the Town or receiving
compensation for working on a matter before the Town after termination of their Town
service or employment, where they performed only ministerial acts while working for the
Town.

§ 58-10. Inducement of violations of Code of Ethics.

No person, whether or not a Town officer or employee, shall induce or attempt to induce a
Town officer or employee to violate any of the provisions of § 58-4 or 58-8 of this chapter.

§ 58-11. Interests in contracts with Town.

A. Prohibited interests. No Town officer or employee shall have an interest in a contract
with the Town, or an interest in a bank or trust company, that is prohibited by § 801 of
the General Municipal Law of the State of New York. Any contract willfully entered into
by or with the Town in which there is an interest prohibited by that section shall be null,
void and wholly unenforceable to the extent provided by § 804 of that Law.

B. Disclosable interests. Any Town officer or employee who has, will have, or later acquires
an interest in any actual or proposed contract with the Town shall publicly disclose the
nature and extent of that interest in accordance with § 803 of the General Municipal
Law. The Town Clerk shall cause a copy of that disclosure to be filed promptly with the
Ethics Board.

§ 58-12. Definitions.

Unless otherwise stated or unless the context otherwise requires, when used in this chapter,
the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

APPEAR and APPEAR BEFORE — Communicating in any form, including, without
limitation, personally, through another person, by letter, or by telephone.

BOARD — The governing board of a municipality and any municipal administrative board
(e.g., Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals), commission, or other agency or body
comprised of two or more municipal officers or employees.

CODE — This Code of Ethics.

CUSTOMER or CLIENT —

A. Any person to whom a Town officer or employee has supplied goods or services during
the previous 24 months, having, in the aggregate, a value greater than $1,000; or
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B. any person to whom a Town officer's or employee's outside employer or business has
supplied goods or services during the previous 24 months, having, in the aggregate, a
value greater than $1,000, but only if the officer or employee knows or has reason to
know the outside employer or business supplied the goods or services.

ETHICS BOARD — The Ethics Board of the Town of Princetown established pursuant to
§ 58-7 of this chapter.

GIFT and FINANCIAL BENEFIT — Includes any money, service, license, permit, contract,
authorization, loan, travel, entertainment, hospitality or any promise thereof, or any other
gratuity or promise thereof, or anything of value. A financial transaction may be a financial
benefit but shall not be a gift unless it is on terms not available to the general public. "Gift"
and "financial benefit" do not include campaign contributions authorized by law.

INTEREST — A direct or indirect financial or material benefit, but does not include any
benefit arising from the provision or receipt of any services generally available to the
residents or taxpayers of the municipality or an area of the municipality or a lawful class of
such residents or taxpayers. A municipal officer or employee is deemed to have an interest in
any private organization when he or she, his or her spouse, or a member of his or her
household, is an owner, partner, member, director, officer, employee or, directly or indirectly,
owns or controls more than 5% of the organization's outstanding stock.

MINISTERIAL ACT — An action performed in a prescribed manner without the exercise of
judgment or discretion as to the propriety of the act.

MUNICIPALITY — Town of Princetown. The word "municipal" refers to the municipality.

OUTSIDE EMPLOYER OR BUSINESS —

A. Any activity, other than service to the Town, from which the Town officer or employee
receives compensation for services rendered or goods sold or produced;

B. Any entity, other than the Town, of which the Town officer or employee is a member,
officer, director or employee and from which he or she receives compensation for
services rendered or goods sold or produced; or

C. Any entity in which the Town officer or employee has an ownership interest, except a
corporation of which the Town officer or employee owns less than 5% of the outstanding
stock.

For purposes of this definition, "compensation" shall not include reimbursement for
necessary expenses, including travel expenses. 

PERSON — Includes both individuals and entities.

RELATIVE — A spouse, child, stepchild, stepparent, sibling, sibling's spouse, uncle, aunt,
niece, first cousin, brother, sister, parent or household member of the Town officer or
employee, or a person claimed as a dependent on the Town officer's or employee's latest
individual state income tax return, and individuals having any of these relationships to the
spouse of the officer or employee.
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SUBORDINATE — Of a Town officer or employee, shall mean another Town officer or
employee over whose activities he or she has direction, supervision or control, except those
who serve in positions that are in the exempt classification under § 41 of the Civil Service
Law of the State of New York or in the unclassified service under subdivisions (a) through (f)
of § 35 of that Law.

TOWN — The Town of Princetown.

TOWN OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE — Any officer or employee of the Town, whether paid
or unpaid, and includes, without limitation, all members of any office, board, body, advisory
board, council, commission, agency, department, district, administration, division, bureau or
committee of the Town. "Town officer or employee" shall not include:

A. A judge, justice, officer or employee of the unified court system;

B. A volunteer firefighter or civil defense volunteer, except a fire chief or assistant fire
chief; or

C. A member of an advisory board of the Town if, but only if, the advisory board has no
authority to implement its recommendations or to act on behalf of the Town or to restrict
the authority of the Town to act. No entity established pursuant to the General Municipal
Law of the State of New York shall be deemed an advisory board for purposes of this
paragraph.

 

§ 58-13. Appearances by outside employers and businesses of Town officers and
employees.

A. Except as provided in Subsection C of this section, the outside employer or business of a
Town officer or employee shall not appear before the particular department in which the
Town officer or employee serves or by which he or she is employed.

B. Except as provided in Subsection C of this section, the outside employer or business of a
Town officer or employee shall not appear before any other Town department if the
Town officer or employee has the authority to appoint any officer, employee or member
of the department or to review, approve, audit or authorize any budget, bill, payment or
claim of the department.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the outside employer or business of
a Town officer or employee from:

(1) Appearing on its own behalf or on behalf of the Town before a Town department;

(2) Seeking or obtaining a ministerial act; or

(3) Receiving a Town service or benefit or using a Town facility which is generally
available to the public.
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§ 58-14. Annual disclosure.

A. Officers and employees required to file. Officers and employees holding the following
job titles or positions shall be required to file a signed annual disclosure statement:

(1) Elected officials and candidates for local elected office;

(2) Department heads and those authorized to act on their behalf (e.g., first deputies);

(3) Officers and employees who hold policy-making positions, including members of
Town boards, such as the planning and zoning boards;

(4) Officials whose job descriptions or whose actual duties involve the negotiation,
authorization or approval of:

(a) Contracts, leases, franchises, revocable consents, concessions, variances,
special permits, subdivisions, site plans or licenses;

(b) The purchase, sale, rental or lease of real property, personal property or
services, or a contract therefor;

(c) The obtaining of grants of money or loans; or

(d) The adoption or repeal of any rule or regulation having the force and effect
of law.

B. Time and place for filing. Annual disclosure statements shall be filed with the Ethics
Board:

(1) Within 120 days after the effective date of this section;

(2) Within 30 days after becoming subject to the requirements of Subsection A of this
section; and

(3) No later than May 15 of each year thereafter.

C. Changes in disclosed information. Within 30 days after a change in the information
contained in his or her most recently filed annual disclosure statement, an officer or
employee shall file a signed amendment to the statement indicating the change.

D. Contents of annual disclosure statement. The annual disclosure statement shall disclose:

(1) The location of any real property within the Town or within one mile of the
boundary of the Town in which the officer or employee, or his or her relative, has
a financial interest.

(2) With respect to each outside employer or business of the Town officer or
employee:

(a) Its name (if any);

(b) The nature of its business;
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(c) Whether it is self-employment, a sole proprietorship or an entity and, if an
entity, what type of entity; and

(d) The Town officer's or employee's relationship to it, such as owner, partner,
officer, director, member, employee or shareholder.

(3) With respect to each outside employer or business of the Town officer's or
employee's spouse, the information required by Subsection D(2) above.

E. Good faith efforts. Failure to disclose the information required by Subsection D of this
section with respect to a Town officer's or employee's spouse or other relative shall not
constitute a violation of that subsection if the officer or employee has made a good faith
effort to obtain the information and if he or she also sets forth those efforts in his or her
disclosure statement.
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Chapter 64

FIRE PREVENTION
 
 § 64-1. Short title.  § 64-5. Conduct at fires.

§ 64-2. Application.  § 64-6. Penalties for offenses.

 § 64-3. Definitions. § 64-7. Effective date.

 § 64-4. Protection of hose.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 5-25-1964;
amended in its entirety at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art.
I). Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Appearance tickets issued by Fire Warden — See Ch. 13, Open burning — See Ch. 35.
Art. II.

§ 64-1. Short title.

This chapter shall be known as the "Fire Ordinance of the Town of Princetown."

§ 64-2. Application.

This chapter shall apply to the territory within the corporate limits of the Town of Princetown.

§ 64-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

FIRE CHIEF — The person holding the office of chief engineer in any fire district in the
Town of Princetown.

FIRE WARDEN — The person holding the office of Fire Warden in the Town of Princetown
in accordance with § 35-3 of Chapter 35, Open Burning, of the Town Code.

PERMIT — Written authorization duly issued by person designated in this chapter
possessing authority to issue permits for the performance of any act for which a permit is
required by this chapter.

REFUSE — Paper and paper products, rags, trees, or leaves, needles and branches therefrom;
vines, lawn and garden debris, wood and sawdust.

RUBBISH — Solid or liquid waste material, specifically, furniture; cans; crockery; plastics,
chemicals, paint, grease, sludges, oils and other petroleum products; tire; and automobiles and
other vehicles and parts, for junk, salvage or disposal.  
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§ 64-4. Protection of hose.

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive over any hose or other fire equipment used in
extinguishment of fires.

§ 64-5. Conduct at fires.

It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to obey or carry out any lawful direction of the
Fire Chief or Fire Police given or made while engaged in extinguishment of fires or to
willfully neglect or refuse to obey or attempt to prevent or obstruct the lawful orders of a
person in charge of the operations of a fire department or a fire company.

§ 64-6. Penalties for offenses.

A violation of this chapter is, for a first offense, punishable by a fine not to exceed $250. For
the purposes of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and judicial officers generally, violations
of the chapter shall be deemed misdemeanors, and for such purpose all provisions of law
relating to misdemeanors shall apply to such violation. In addition thereto, the Town
authorities shall have other such remedies as are provided by law to restrain, correct or abate
any violation of this chapter. For a second offense within five years of the first offense, a fine
of not less than $250 and not more than $500. For a third or subsequent offense within a
five-year period, a fine of not less than $500 and not more than $750 and/or imprisonment not
to exceed 15 days, or both.

§ 64-7. Effective date.

This chapter shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State.
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Chapter 70

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION
 

ARTICLE I ARTICLE IV
Statutory Authorization and Purpose Administration

§ 70-1. Findings. § 70-10. Designation of Local
 Administrator. § 70-2. Statement of purpose.
 § 70-11. Floodplain development permit. § 70-3. Objectives.
§ 70-12. Application for permit. 

ARTICLE II § 70-13. Duties and responsibilities of
Definitions  Local Administrator.

§ 70-4. Terms defined. ARTICLE V
Construction Standards

ARTICLE III
General Provisions § 70-14. General standards. 

 § 70-15. Standards for all structures.
§ 70-5. Applicability. 

§ 70-16. Elevation of residential
§ 70-6. Basis for establishing areas of  structures.
 special flood hazard.

§ 70-17. Nonresidential structures. 
§ 70-7. Interpretation and conflict with

§ 70-18. Manufactured homes and other laws.
 recreational vehicles.

§ 70-8. Penalties for noncompliance. 

§ 70-9. Warning and disclaimer of ARTICLE VI
 liability. Variance Procedure

 § 70-19. Appeals Board.

§ 70-20. Conditions for variances.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 10-8-2013 by L.L.
No. 00-2013. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Building Code administration and enforcement — See Street and drainage standards — See Ch. 155.
Ch. 24. Subdivision of land — See Ch. 160.
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Zoning — See Ch. 200.
Stormwater management — See Ch. 150.
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ARTICLE I
Statutory Authorization and Purpose

§ 70-1. Findings.

The Town Board of the Town of Princetown of Schenectady County finds that the potential
and/or actual damages from flooding and erosion may be a problem to the residents of the
Town of Princetown and that such damages may include: destruction or loss of private and
public housing, damage to public facilities both publicly and privately owned, and injury to
and loss of human life. In order to minimize the threat of such damages and to achieve the
purposes and objectives hereinafter set forth, this chapter is adopted.

§ 70-2. Statement of purpose.

It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to
minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions
designed to:

A. Regulate uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property due to water or erosion
hazards or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;

B. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be
protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

C. Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective
barriers which are involved in the accommodation of floodwaters;

D. Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion or
flood damages;

E. Regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters or
which may increase flood hazards to other lands; and

F. Qualify and maintain for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.

§ 70-3. Objectives.

The objectives of this chapter are:

A. To protect human life and health;

B. To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

C. To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally
undertaken at the expense of the general public;

D. To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

E. To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains,
electric, telephone, sewer lines, streets and bridges located in areas of special flood
hazard;
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F. To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of
areas of special flood hazard so as to minimize future flood-blight areas;

G. To provide that developers are notified that property is in an area of special flood hazard;
and

H. To ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume responsibility
for their actions.

ARTICLE II
Definitions

§ 70-4. Terms defined.

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this chapter shall be interpreted
so as to give them the meanings they have in common usage and to give this chapter its most
reasonable application.

APPEAL — A request for a review of the Local Administrator's interpretation of any
provision of this chapter or a request for a variance.

AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING — A designated AO, AH or VO Zone on a community's
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a one-percent or greater annual chance of flooding to
an average annual depth of one to three feet, where a clearly defined channel does not exist,
where the path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may be evident. Such
flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow.

AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD — The land in the floodplain within a community
subject to a one-percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. This area may be
designated as Zone A, AE, AH, AO, A1-A30, A99, V, VO, VE or V1-V30. It is also
commonly referred to as the "base floodplain" or "one-hundred-year floodplain." For purposes
of this chapter, the term "special flood hazard area (SFHA)" is synonymous in meaning with
the phrase "area of special flood hazard."

BASE FLOOD — The flood having a one-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.

BASEMENT — That portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on
all sides.

BUILDING — See "structure."

CELLAR — Has the same meaning as "basement."

CRAWL SPACE — An enclosed area beneath the lowest elevated floor, 18 inches or more
in height, which is used to service the underside of the lowest elevated floor. The elevation of
the floor of this enclosed area, which may be of soil, gravel, concrete or other material, must
be equal to or above the lowest adjacent exterior grade. The enclosed crawl space area shall
be properly vented to allow for the equalization of hydrostatic forces which would be
experienced during periods of flooding.
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DEVELOPMENT — Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate,
including but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, paving,
excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials.

ELEVATED BUILDING — A nonbasement building: (i) built, in the case of a building in
Zone A1-A30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X or D, to have the top of the elevated floor or, in
the case of a building in Zone V1-V30, VE or V, to have the bottom of the lowest horizontal
structure member of the elevated floor elevated above the ground level by means of pilings,
columns (posts and piers), or shear walls parallel to the flow of the water; and (ii) adequately
anchored so as not to impair the structural integrity of the building during a flood of up to the
magnitude of the base flood. In the case of Zone A1-A30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X or
D, "elevated building" also includes a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation
perimeter walls with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of floodwaters.
In the case of Zone V1-V30, VE, or V, "elevated building" also includes a building otherwise
meeting the definition of "elevated building" even though the lower area is enclosed by means
of breakaway walls that meet the federal standards.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY — The federal agency that
administers the National Flood Insurance Program.

FLOOD or FLOODING —

A. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry
land areas from:

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters.

(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

B. "Flood" or "flooding" also means the collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a
lake or other body of water as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or
currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an
unusually high water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by a severe storm or
by an unanticipated force of nature, such as a flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge, or
by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event which results in flooding as defined
in Subsection A above.

FLOOD BOUNDARY AND FLOODWAY MAP (FBFM) — An official map of the
community published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency as part of a riverine
community's Flood Insurance Study. The FBFM delineates a regulatory floodway along
watercourses studied in detail in the Flood Insurance Study.

FLOOD ELEVATION STUDY — An examination, evaluation and determination of the
flood hazards and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination,
evaluation and determination of flood-related erosion hazards.

FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAP (FHBM) — An official map of a community issued
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, where the boundaries of the areas of special
flood hazard have been designated as Zone A but no flood elevations are provided.
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FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) — An official map of a community on which
the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood
hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY — See "flood elevation study."

FLOODPLAIN or FLOOD-PRONE AREA — Any land area susceptible to being inundated
by water from any source (see definition of "flooding").

FLOODPROOFING — Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes
or adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or
improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.

FLOODWAY — Has the same meaning as "regulatory floodway."

FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE — A use which cannot perform its intended purpose
unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port facility
necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding and ship repair
facilities. The term does not include long-term storage, manufacturing, sales or service
facilities.

HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE — The highest natural elevation of the ground surface,
prior to construction, next to the proposed walls of a structure.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE — Any structure that is:

A. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by
the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

B. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to
the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

C. Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

D. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation programs that have been certified either:

(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or

(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.

LOCAL ADMINISTRATOR — The person appointed by the community to administer and
implement this chapter by granting or denying development permits in accordance with its
provisions. This person is often the Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer or the
employee of an engineering department.

LOWEST FLOOR — Lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement or
cellar). An unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles,
building access or storage, in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's
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lowest floor, provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation
of the applicable nonelevation design requirements of this chapter.

MANUFACTURED HOME — A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is
built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation
when connected to the required utilities. The term does not include a "recreational vehicle."

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION — A parcel (or contiguous parcels)
of land divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.

MEAN SEA LEVEL — For purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the National
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, the North American Vertical Datum of 1988
(NAVD 88), or other datum to which base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood
Insurance Rate Map are referenced.

MOBILE HOME — The same meaning as "manufactured home."

NEW CONSTRUCTION — Structures for which the start of construction commenced on or
after the effective date of a floodplain management regulation adopted by the community and
includes any subsequent improvements to such structure.

ONE-HUNDRED-YEAR FLOOD or 100-YEAR FLOOD — The same meaning as "base
flood."

PRINCIPALLY ABOVE GROUND — Means at least 51% of the actual cash value of the
structure, excluding land value, is above ground.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE — A vehicle which is:

A. Built on a single chassis;

B. Four hundred square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projections;

C. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and

D. Not designed primarily for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters
for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use.

REGULATORY FLOODWAY — The channel of a river or other watercourse and the
adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height as
determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in a Flood Insurance Study or by
other agencies as provided in § 70-13B of this chapter.

START OF CONSTRUCTION —

A. The date of permit issuance for new construction and substantial improvements to
existing structures, provided that actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, addition placement or other improvement is within 180 days after the date
of issuance. The actual start of construction means the first placement of permanent
construction of a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring
of a slab or footings, installation of pilings or construction of columns.
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B. Permanent construction does not include land preparation (such as clearing, excavation,
grading or filling), or the installation of streets or walkways, or excavation for a
basement, footings, piers or foundations, or the erection of temporary forms, or the
installation of accessory buildings such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling
units or not part of the main building. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of
construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of
a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.

STRUCTURE — A walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage tank, that is
principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE — Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the
cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of
the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT — Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other
improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of
the structure before the start of construction of the improvement. The term includes structures
which have incurred substantial damage, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The
term does not, however, include either:

A. Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local
health, sanitary or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local code
enforcement official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living
conditions; or

B. Any alteration of a historic structure, provided that the alteration will not preclude the
structure's continued designation as a "historic structure."

VARIANCE — A grant of relief from the requirements of this chapter which permits
construction or use in a manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter.

VIOLATION — The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with
the community's floodplain management regulations.  

ARTICLE III
General Provisions

§ 70-5. Applicability.

This chapter shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard within the jurisdiction of the
Town of Princetown, Schenectady County.

§ 70-6. Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard.

A. The areas of special flood hazard for the Town of Princetown, Community Number
361192, are identified and defined on the following documents prepared by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency:
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(1) Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel Numbers 36093C0020D, 36093C0038D,
36093C0039D, 36093C0110D, 36093C0130D, 36093C0140D, 36093C0144D,
36093C0145D, 36093C0163D, 36093C0256D, 36093C0257D, whose effective
date is January 8, 2014, and any subsequent revisions to these map panels that do
not affect areas under our community's jurisdiction.

(2) A scientific and engineering report entitled "Flood Insurance Study, Schenectady
County, New York, All Jurisdictions," dated January 8, 2014.

B. The above documents are hereby adopted and declared to be a part of this chapter. The
Flood Insurance Study and/or maps are on file at 165 Princetown Plaza, Schenectady,
New York 12306.

§ 70-7. Interpretation and conflict with other laws.

A. This chapter includes all revisions to the National Flood Insurance Program through
October 27, 1997, and shall supersede all previous laws adopted for the purpose of flood
damage prevention.

B. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be
minimum requirements, adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety and
welfare. Whenever the requirements of this chapter are at variance with the requirements
of any other lawfully adopted rules, regulations or ordinances, the most restrictive, or that
imposing the higher standards, shall govern.

§ 70-8. Penalties for noncompliance.

No structure in an area of special flood hazard shall hereafter be constructed, located,
extended, converted or altered and no land shall be excavated or filled without full
compliance with the terms of this chapter and any other applicable regulations. Any infraction
of the provisions of this chapter by failure to comply with any of its requirements, including
infractions of conditions and safeguards established in connection with conditions of the
permit, shall constitute a violation. Any person who violates this chapter or fails to comply
with any of its requirements shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined no more than $250 or
imprisoned for not more than 15 days, or both. Each day of noncompliance shall be
considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Town of Princetown
of Schenectady County from taking such other lawful action as necessary to prevent or
remedy an infraction. Any structure found not compliant with the requirements of this chapter
for which the developer and/or owner has not applied for and received an approved variance
under Article VI will be declared noncompliant and notification sent to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

§ 70-9. Warning and disclaimer of liability.

The degree of flood protection required by this chapter is considered reasonable for regulatory
purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can and will
occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. This
chapter does not imply that land outside the area of special flood hazards or uses permitted
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within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This chapter shall not create
liability on the part of the Town of Princetown of Schenectady County, any officer or
employee thereof or the Federal Emergency Management Agency for any flood damages that
result from reliance on this chapter or any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.

ARTICLE IV
Administration

§ 70-10. Designation of Local Administrator.

The Princetown Code Enforcement Officer is hereby appointed Local Administrator to
administer and implement this chapter by granting or denying floodplain development permits
in accordance with its provisions.

§ 70-11. Floodplain development permit.

A. Purpose. A floodplain development permit is hereby established for all construction and
other development to be undertaken in areas of special flood hazard in this community
for the purpose of protecting its citizens from increased flood hazards and ensuring that
new development is constructed in a manner that minimizes its exposure to flooding. It
shall be unlawful to undertake any development in an area of special flood hazard, as
shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map enumerated in § 70-6, without a valid
floodplain development permit. Application for a permit shall be made on forms
furnished by the Local Administrator and may include, but not be limited to, plans, in
duplicate, drawn to scale and showing the nature, location, dimensions and elevations of
the area in question; existing or proposed structures, fill, storage of materials, drainage
facilities and the location of the foregoing.

B. Fees. The applicant shall be responsible for reimbursing the Town of Princetown of
Schenectady County for any additional costs necessary for review, inspection and
approval of this project. The Local Administrator may require a deposit of no more than
$500 to cover these additional costs.

§ 70-12. Application for permit.

The applicant shall provide the following information, as appropriate. Additional information
may be required on the permit application form.

A. The proposed elevation, in relation to mean sea level, of the lowest floor (including
basement or cellar) of any new or substantially improved structure to be located in Zone
A1-A30, AE or AH, or Zone A if base flood elevation data are available. Upon
completion of the lowest floor, the permittee shall submit to the Local Administrator the
as-built elevation, certified by a licensed professional engineer or surveyor.

B. The proposed elevation, in relation to mean sea level, to which any new or substantially
improved nonresidential structure will be floodproofed. Upon completion of the
floodproofed portion of the structure, the permittee shall submit to the Local
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Administrator the as-built floodproofed elevation, certified by a professional engineer or
surveyor.

C. A certificate from a licensed professional engineer or architect that any utility
floodproofing will meet the criteria in § 70-15C, Utilities.

D. A certificate from a licensed professional engineer or architect that any nonresidential
floodproofed structure will meet the floodproofing criteria in § 70-17, Nonresidential
structures.

E. A description of the extent to which any watercourse will be altered or relocated as a
result of proposed development. Computations by a licensed professional engineer must
be submitted that demonstrate that the altered or relocated segment will provide equal or
greater conveyance than the original stream segment. The applicant must submit any
maps, computations or other materials required by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to revise the documents enumerated in § 70-6 when notified by the
Local Administrator and must pay any fees or other costs assessed by FEMA for this
purpose. The applicant must also provide assurances that the conveyance capacity of the
altered or relocated stream segment will be maintained.

F. A technical analysis by a licensed professional engineer, if required by the Local
Administrator, which shows whether the proposed development to be located in an area
of special flood hazard may result in physical damage to any other property.

G. In Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available from other sources, base
flood elevation data shall be provided by the permit applicant for subdivision proposals
and other proposed developments (including proposals for manufactured home and
recreational vehicle parks and subdivisions) that are greater than either 50 lots or five
acres.

§ 70-13. Duties and responsibilities of Local Administrator.

Duties of the Local Administrator shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. Permit application review. The Local Administrator shall conduct the following permit
application review before issuing a floodplain development permit:

(1) Review all applications for completeness, particularly with the requirements of
§ 70-12, Application for a permit, and for compliance with the provisions and
standards of this chapter.

(2) Review subdivision and other proposed new development, including manufactured
home parks, to determine whether proposed building sites will be reasonably safe
from flooding. If a proposed building site is located in an area of special flood
hazard, all new construction and substantial improvements shall meet the
applicable standards of Article V, Construction Standards, and, in particular,
§ 70-14A, Subdivision proposals.

(3) Determine whether any proposed development in an area of special flood hazard
may result in physical damage to any other property (e.g., stream bank erosion and
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increased flood velocities). The Local Administrator may require the applicant to
submit additional technical analyses and data necessary to complete the
determination.

If the proposed development may result in physical damage to any other property or
fails to meet the requirements of Article V, Construction Standards, no permit shall
be issued. The applicant may revise the application to include measures that mitigate
or eliminate the adverse effects and resubmit the application. 

(4) Determine that all necessary permits have been received from those governmental
agencies from which approval is required by state or federal law.

B. Use of other flood data.

(1) When the Federal Emergency Management Agency has designated areas of special
flood hazard on the community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) (these areas
are designated Zone A or V on the FIRM) but has neither produced water surface
elevation data nor identified a floodway, the Local Administrator shall obtain,
review and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation and floodway data available
from a federal, state or other source, including data developed pursuant to
§ 70-12G, as criteria for requiring that new construction, substantial improvements
or other proposed development meet the requirements of this chapter.

(2) When base flood elevation data are not available, the Local Administrator may use
flood information from any other authoritative source, such as historical data, to
establish flood elevations within the areas of special flood hazard for the purposes
of this chapter.

C. Alteration of watercourses.

(1) Notification to adjacent communities and the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation prior to permitting any alteration or relocation of a
watercourse and submittal of evidence of such notification to the Regional
Administrator, Region II, Federal Emergency Management Agency.

(2) Determine that the permit holder has provided for maintenance within the altered
or relocated portion of said watercourse so that the flood-carrying capacity is not
diminished.

D. Construction stage.

(1) In Zones A1-A30, AE and AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are
available, upon placement of the lowest floor or completion of floodproofing of a
new or substantially improved structure, obtain from the permit holder a
certification of the as-built elevation of the lowest floor or floodproofed elevation
in relation to mean sea level. The certificate shall be prepared by or under the
direct supervision of a licensed land surveyor or professional engineer and certified
by same. For manufactured homes, the permit holder shall submit the certificate of
elevation upon placement of the structure on the site. A certificate of elevation
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must also be submitted for a recreational vehicle if it remains on a site for 180
consecutive days or longer (unless it is fully licensed and ready for highway use).

(2) Any further work undertaken prior to submission and approval of the certification
shall be at the permit holder's risk. The Local Administrator shall review all data
submitted. Deficiencies detected shall be cause to issue a stop-work order for the
project unless immediately corrected.

E. Inspections. The Local Administrator and/or the developer's engineer or architect shall
make periodic inspections at appropriate times throughout the period of construction in
order to monitor compliance with permit conditions and enable said inspector to certify,
if requested, that the development is in compliance with the requirements of the
floodplain development permit and/or any variance provisions.

F. Stop-work orders.

(1) The Local Administrator shall issue, or cause to be issued, a stop-work order for
any floodplain development found ongoing without a development permit.
Disregard of a stop-work order shall subject the violator to the penalties described
in § 70-8 of this chapter.

(2) The Local Administrator shall issue, or cause to be issued, a stop-work order for
any floodplain development found noncompliant with the provisions of this chapter
and/or the conditions of the development permit. Disregard of a stop-work order
shall subject the violator to the penalties described in § 70-8 of this chapter.

G. Certificate of compliance.

(1) In areas of special flood hazard, as determined by documents enumerated in
§ 70-6, it shall be unlawful to occupy or to permit the use or occupancy of any
building or premises, or both, or part thereof hereafter created, erected, changed,
converted or wholly or partly altered or enlarged in its use or structure, until a
certificate of compliance has been issued by the Local Administrator stating that
the building or land conforms to the requirements of this chapter.

(2) A certificate of compliance shall be issued by the Local Administrator upon
satisfactory completion of all development in areas of special flood hazard.

(3) Issuance of the certificate shall be based upon the inspections conducted as
prescribed in § 70-13E, Inspections, and/or any certified elevations, hydraulic data,
floodproofing, anchoring requirements or encroachment analyses which may have
been required as a condition of the approved permit.

H. Information to be retained. The Local Administrator shall retain and make available for
inspection copies of the following:

(1) Floodplain development permits and certificates of compliance;

(2) Certifications of as-built lowest floor elevations of structures, required pursuant to
Subsection D(1) and (2), and whether or not the structures contain a basement;
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(3) Floodproofing certificates required pursuant to Subsection D(1), and whether or
not the structures contain a basement;

(4) Variances issued pursuant to Article VI, Variance Procedure; and

(5) Notices required under Subsection C, Alteration of watercourses.

ARTICLE V
Construction Standards

§ 70-14. General standards.

The following standards apply to new development, including new and substantially improved
structures, in the areas of special flood hazard shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map
designated in § 70-6.

A. Subdivision proposals. The following standards apply to all new subdivision proposals
and other proposed development in areas of special flood hazard (including proposals for
manufactured home and recreational vehicle parks and subdivisions):

(1) Proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage;

(2) Public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems shall
be located and constructed so as to minimize flood damage; and

(3) Adequate drainage shall be provided to reduce exposure to flood damage.

B. Encroachments.

(1) Within Zones A1-A30 and AE, on streams without a regulatory floodway no new
construction, substantial improvements or other development (including fill) shall
be permitted unless:

(a) The applicant demonstrates that the cumulative effect of the proposed
development, when combined with all other existing and anticipated
development, will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood
more than one foot at any location; or

(b) The Town of Princetown of Schenectady County agrees to apply to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for a conditional FIRM
revision, FEMA approval is received, and the applicant provides all necessary
data, analyses and mapping and reimburses the Town of Princetown of
Schenectady County for all fees and other costs in relation to the application.
The applicant must also provide all data, analyses and mapping and
reimburse the Town of Princetown of Schenectady County for all costs
related to the final map revision.

(2) On streams with a regulatory floodway, as shown on the Flood Boundary and
Floodway Map or the Flood Insurance Rate Map adopted in § 70-6, no new
construction, substantial improvements or other development in the floodway
(including fill) shall be permitted unless:
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(a) A technical evaluation by a licensed professional engineer shows that such an
encroachment shall not result in any increase in flood levels during
occurrence of the base flood; or

(b) The Town of Princetown of Schenectady County agrees to apply to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for a conditional FIRM
and floodway revision, FEMA approval is received, and the applicant
provides all necessary data, analyses and mapping and reimburses the Town
of Princetown of Schenectady County for all fees and other costs in relation
to the application. The applicant must also provide all data, analyses and
mapping and reimburse the Town of Princetown of Schenectady County for
all costs related to the final map revisions.

§ 70-15. Standards for all structures.

The following standards apply to new development, including new and substantially improved
structures, in the areas of special flood hazard shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map
designated in § 70-6.

A. Anchoring. New structures and substantial improvement to structures in areas of special
flood hazard shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement during
the base flood. This requirement is in addition to applicable state and local anchoring
requirements for resisting wind forces.

B. Construction materials and methods.

(1) New construction and substantial improvements to structures shall be constructed
with materials and utility equipment resistant to flood damage.

(2) New construction and substantial improvements to structures shall be constructed
using methods and practices that minimize flood damage.

(3) For enclosed areas below the lowest floor of a structure within Zones A1-A30, AE
or AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are available, new and
substantially improved structures shall have fully enclosed areas below the lowest
floor that are usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an
area other than a basement and which are subject to flooding designed to
automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for
the entry and exit of floodwaters.

(a) Designs for meeting this requirement must either be certified by a licensed
professional engineer or architect or meet or exceed the following minimum
criteria:

[1] A minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one
square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding;
and

[2] The bottom of all such openings no higher than one foot above the
lowest adjacent finished grade.
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(b) Openings may be equipped with louvers, valves, screens or other coverings
or devices, provided they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters.
Enclosed areas subgrade on all sides are considered basements and are not
permitted.

C. Utilities.

(1) New and replacement electrical equipment, heating, ventilating, air conditioning,
plumbing connections, and other service equipment shall be located at least two
feet above the base flood elevation or be designed to prevent water from entering
and accumulating within the components during a flood and to resist hydrostatic
and hydrodynamic loads and stresses. Electrical wiring and outlets, switches,
junction boxes and panels shall also be elevated or designed to prevent water from
entering and accumulating within the components unless they conform to the
appropriate provisions of the electrical part of the Building Code of New York
State or the Residential Code of New York State for location of such items in wet
locations;

(2) New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the system;

(3) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters. Sanitary sewer and storm drainage systems for
buildings that have openings below the base flood elevation shall be provided with
automatic backflow valves or other automatic backflow devices that are installed in
each discharge line passing through a building's exterior wall; and

(4) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or
contamination from them during flooding.

§ 70-16. Elevation of residential structures.

The following standards apply to new and substantially improved residential structures located
in areas of special flood hazard, in addition to the requirements in § 70-14A, Subdivision
proposals, and § 70-14B, Encroachments, and § 70-15, Standards for all structures.

A. Within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are
available, new construction and substantial improvements shall have the lowest floor
(including basement) elevated to or above two feet above the base flood elevation.

B. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, new construction and
substantial improvements shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated at
least three feet above the highest adjacent grade.

C. Within Zone AO, new construction and substantial improvements shall have the lowest
floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as
two feet above the depth number specified in feet on the community's Flood Insurance
Rate Map enumerated in § 70-6 (at least two feet, if no depth number is specified).
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D. Within Zones AH and AO, adequate drainage paths are required to guide floodwaters
around and away from proposed structures on slopes.

§ 70-17. Nonresidential structures.

The following standards apply to new and substantially improved commercial, industrial and
other nonresidential structures located in areas of special flood hazard, in addition to the
requirements in § 70-14A, Subdivision proposals, and § 70-14B, Encroachments, and § 70-15,
Standards for all structures.

A. Within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH, and also Zone A if base flood elevation data are
available, new construction and substantial improvements of any nonresidential structure
shall either:

(1) Have the lowest floor, including basement or cellar, elevated to or above two feet
above the base flood elevation; or

(2) Be floodproofed so that the structure is watertight below two feet above the base
flood elevation, including attendant utility and sanitary facilities, with walls
substantially impermeable to the passage of water. All structural components
located below the base flood level must be capable of resisting hydrostatic and
hydrodynamic loads and the effects of buoyancy.

B. Within Zone AO, new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential
structures shall:

(1) Have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent
grade at least as high as two feet above the depth number specified in feet on the
community's FIRM (at least two feet, if no depth number is specified); or

(2) Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be completely floodproofed
to that level to meet the floodproofing standard specified in Subsection A(2).

C. If the structure is to be floodproofed, a licensed professional engineer or architect shall
develop and/or review structural design, specifications and plans for construction. A
floodproofing certificate or other certification shall be provided to the Local
Administrator that certifies the design and methods of construction are in accordance
with accepted standards of practice for meeting the provisions of Subsection A(2),
including the specific elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which the structure is to
be floodproofed.

D. Within Zones AH and AO, adequate drainage paths are required to guide floodwaters
around and away from proposed structures on slopes.

E. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, the lowest floor
(including basement) shall be elevated at least three feet above the highest adjacent
grade.
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§ 70-18. Manufactured homes and recreational vehicles.

The following standards, in addition to the standards in § 70-14, General standards, and
§ 70-15, Standards for all structures, apply as indicated in areas of special flood hazard to
manufactured homes and to recreational vehicles which are located in areas of special flood
hazard.

A. Recreational vehicles.

(1) Recreational vehicles placed on sites within Zones A1-A30, AE and AH shall
either:

(a) Be on site fewer than 180 consecutive days;

(b) Be fully licensed and ready for highway use; or

(c) Meet the requirements for manufactured homes in Subsections B, C and D.

(2) A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking
system, is attached to the site only by quick-disconnect-type utilities and security
devices and has no permanently attached additions.

B. A manufactured home that is placed or substantially improved in Zones A1-A30, AE and
AH shall be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor is elevated to
or above two feet above the base flood elevation and is securely anchored to an
adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement.

C. Within Zone A, when no base flood elevation data are available, new and substantially
improved manufactured homes shall be elevated such that the manufactured home chassis
is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation elements of at least equivalent
strength that are no less than 36 inches in height above grade and are securely anchored
to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse or lateral
movement.

D. Within Zone AO, the floor shall be elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as
high as the depth number specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map enumerated in
§ 70-6 (at least two feet, if no depth number is specified).

ARTICLE VI
Variance Procedure

§ 70-19. Appeals Board.

A. The Zoning Board of Appeals, as established by the Town of Princetown of Schenectady
County, shall hear and decide appeals and requests for variances from the requirements
of this chapter.

B. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged there is an
error in any requirement, decision or determination made by the Local Administrator in
the enforcement or administration of this chapter.
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C. Those aggrieved by the decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals may appeal such
decision to the Supreme Court pursuant to Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law and
Rules.

D. In passing upon such applications, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider all
technical evaluations, all relevant factors, standards specified in other sections of this
chapter; and:

(1) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others;

(2) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;

(3) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the
effect of such damage on the individual owner;

(4) The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the
community;

(5) The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable;

(6) The availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not subject
to flooding or erosion damage;

(7) The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;

(8) The relationship of the proposed use to the Comprehensive Plan and floodplain
management program of that area;

(9) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency
vehicles;

(10) The costs to local governments and the dangers associated with conducting search
and rescue operations during periods of flooding;

(11) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the
floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; and

(12) The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions,
including search and rescue operations, maintenance and repair of public utilities
and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems, and streets and
bridges.

E. Upon consideration of the factors of Subsection D of this section and the purposes of this
chapter, the Zoning Board of Appeals may attach such conditions to the granting of
variances as it deems necessary to further the purposes of this chapter.

F. The Local Administrator shall maintain the records of all appeal actions, including
technical information, and report any variances to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency upon request.
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§ 70-20. Conditions for variances.

A. Generally, variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to
be erected on a lot of 1/2 acre or less in size, contiguous to and surrounded by lots with
existing structures constructed below the base flood level, providing items in
§ 70-19D(1) through (12) have been fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond
the 1/2 acre, the technical justification required for issuing the variance increases.

B. Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon
determination that:

(1) The proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued
designation as a historic structure; and

(2) The variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic character and
design of the structure.

C. Variances may be issued by a community for new construction and substantial
improvements and for other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally
dependent use, provided that:

(1) The criteria of Subsections A, D, E and F of this section are met; and

(2) The structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood
damages during the base flood and create no additional threat to public safety.

D. Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood
levels during the base flood discharge would result.

E. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum
necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief.

F. Variances shall only be issued upon receiving written justification of:

(1) A showing of good and sufficient cause;

(2) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional
hardship to the applicant; and

(3) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood
heights, additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create
nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict with existing
local laws or ordinances.

G. Notice.

(1) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted for a building with the lowest floor
below the base flood elevation shall be given written notice over the signature of a
community official that:

(a) The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level
will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as
high as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage; and

70:19 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 87 of 362



   
§ 70-20 PRINCETOWN CODE § 70-20

(b) Such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and
property.

(2) Such notification shall be maintained with the record of all variance actions as
required in § 70-13H of this chapter.
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Chapter 113

NOTIFICATION OF DEFECTS
 
 § 113-1. Written notice required. § 113-3. Supersession of state law.

§ 113-2. Transmission of notices to Clerk
 and Town Board.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 5-23-2006 by L.L.
No. 5-2006. Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 113-1. Written notice required.

No civil actions shall be maintained against the Town or Town Superintendent of Highways
for damages or injuries to person or property sustained by reason of any highway, bridge,
street, sidewalk, crosswalk or culvert being defective, out of repair, unsafe, dangerous or
obstructed unless written notice of such defective, unsafe, dangerous or obstructed condition
of such highway, bridge, street, sidewalk, crosswalk or culvert was actually given to the Town
Clerk or Town Superintendent of Highways, and there was a failure or neglect within a
reasonable time after the giving of such notice to repair or remove the defect, danger or
obstruction complained of. No such action shall be maintained for damages or injuries to
person or property sustained solely in consequence of the existence of snow or ice upon any
highway, bridge, street, sidewalk, crosswalk or culvert, unless written notice thereof,
specifying the particular place, was actually given to the Town Clerk or Town Superintendent
of Highways, and there was failure or neglect to cause such snow or ice to be removed or to
make the place otherwise reasonably safe within a reasonable time after the receipt of such
notice.

§ 113-2. Transmission of notices to Clerk and Town Board.

The Town Superintendent of Highways shall transmit in writing to the Town Clerk within 10
days after the receipt thereof all written notices received pursuant to this chapter and
Subdivision 2 of § 65-a of the Town Law. The Town Clerk shall cause all written notices
received pursuant to this chapter and Subdivision 2 of § 65-a of the Town Law to be
presented to the Town Board within 10 days of the receipt thereof or at the next succeeding
Town Board meeting, whichever shall be sooner.

§ 113-3. Supersession of state law.

This chapter shall supersede in its application to the Town of Princetown Subdivisions 1 and
3 of § 65-a of Town Law.
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Chapter 122

PEDDLING AND SOLICITING
 
 § 122-1. Definitions.  § 122-7. Revocation.

§ 122-2. Exemptions.  § 122-8. Restrictions.

 § 122-3. License required. § 122-9. Orders. 

 § 122-4. Application for license. § 122-10. Records. 

§ 122-5. License. § 122-11. Penalties for offenses.

§ 122-6. Fees. 
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by ordinance of
1976. Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 122-1. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

HAWKER AND PEDDLER — Includes any person, either principal or agent, who in any
public street or public place or by going from house to house, on foot or from any animal or
vehicle standing in a street or highway, sells or barters, offers for sale or barter, or carries or
exposes for sale or barter any goods, wares or merchandise, except as hereinafter exempted.

SOLICITOR — Includes any person who goes from place to place or house to house or who
stands in any street or public place taking or offering to take orders for goods, wares,
publications or other merchandise, or for services to be provided or performed in the future,
or for making, manufacturing or repairing any article or thing whatsoever for future delivery.  

§ 122-2. Exemptions.

Nothing in this chapter shall be held to apply to any sales conducted pursuant to statute or by
order of any court, to any person selling personal property at wholesale to dealers in such
articles, to merchants having an established place of business within the Town of Princetown
or their employees, or to dealers in milk, baked goods, heating fuels, daily newspapers, or
those who provide necessary services on a regular basis

§ 122-3. License required.

It shall be unlawful for any person within the territorial limits of the Town of Princetown to
act as a hawker, peddler or solicitor, as herein defined, without first having obtained and paid
for, and having in force and effect, a license therefor.

122:1 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 91 of 362



   
§ 122-4 PRINCETOWN CODE § 122-8

§ 122-4. Application for license.

Every applicant for a license shall file with the Town Clerk a written application, notarized,
setting forth the following: applicant's name, date and place of birth, residence at the time of
application, residence during the last three years, the details of an arrest record, if any; nature
of goods to be sold or products or services which he/she is interested in providing, whether
the applicant is self-employed or works for any person, firm or corporation; the name and
business address of such person, firm or corporation and, if a corporation, the name and
address of a person upon whom a legal notice may be served; and the description of each
vehicle with license numbers to be used by the applicant; and the period of time for which the
license is sought. The applicant shall submit, with his/her application, two facial photographs
of himself/herself.

§ 122-5. License.

Upon the filing of the application, the Town Clerk shall, upon his/her approval of such
application, issue to the applicant a license as provided in § 122-4, signed by the Town Clerk
and bearing a photograph of the applicant. No licenses shall be refused except for a specific
reason and for the protection of public safety, health, morals or general welfare, and any
refusal shall be subject to appeal to the Town Board. A license shall not be assignable. Any
holder of such license who permits it to be used by any other person and any other person
who uses such license granted to another person shall be guilty of violation of this chapter.
The license shall automatically expire on January 1 following the date of issuance, but the
license may provide for an earlier expiration date. Every licensee, while exercising his/her
license, shall exhibit it upon demand to any police officer or citizen.

§ 122-6. Fees.

The license processing fee shall be $20 per annum per person and an additional fee of $10 for
each vehicle used in conjunction with the business of the licensee. Solicitors for bona fide
charitable organizations, community services (fire departments, ambulances, etc.), and church
groups will be exempt from the fee and shall also be exempt from filing a formal application,
but shall be required to file a short form application promulgated by the Town Clerk.

§ 122-7. Revocation.

The Town Clerk or the Town Board may revoke any license granted by the Town Clerk
because of any violation by the licensee of this chapter or of any other ordinance of the Town
of Princetown or of any state or federal law, or whenever the licensee shall cease to possess
the qualifications and character required in this chapter for the issuance of the license, or if
any other sufficient cause is shown for revocation of the license.

§ 122-8. Restrictions.

No hawker, peddler or solicitor, licensed or exempt, shall:
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A. Seek entrance to any residential buildings or business after 7:00 p.m. Eastern standard
time, or 8:00 p.m. Eastern daylight saving time, or seek entrance to any residential
building before 9:00 a.m. EST or EDST.

B. Falsely or fraudulently misrepresent the quantity or quality of any article offered for sale
or offer for sale any unwholesome, tainted or diseased provisions or merchandise.

C. Enter any dwelling or residence without first obtaining the consent of an adult occupant
(over 18 years of age) to do so.

D. Enter onto any posted land without first obtaining the permission of the owner.

§ 122-9. Orders.

All orders taken by licensed solicitors who demand, accept or receive payments or deposits of
money in advance of final delivery shall be in writing, in duplicate, stating the terms thereof
and the amount paid in advance, and one copy shall be given to the purchaser at the time the
deposit of money is paid to the solicitor.

§ 122-10. Records.

It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to keep a record of all applications and of all licenses
granted, giving the number and date of each license, the name and residence of the person
licensed, a photograph of the licensee, the amount of the license fee paid and also the date of
revocation of all licenses revoked.

§ 122-11. Penalties for offenses.

Any person who himself/herself or by his/her agents or employees shall act as a hawker,
peddler or solicitor, as defined in § 122-1, without a license or shall violate any of the
provisions of this chapter shall be subject to a fine of not less than $25 or more than $100 for
each offense, and a separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on
which a violation occurs or continues. Such violation shall also constitute grounds for
immediate revocation of the license.

122:3 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 93 of 362



 

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 94 of 362



Chapter 129

RECORDS MANAGEMENT
 
 § 129-1. Purpose and scope. § 129-8. Hours for public inspection. 

§ 129-2. Establishment; Records § 129-9. Requests for public access to
 Management Officer.  records.

§ 129-3. Powers and duties of Officer.  § 129-10. Subject matter list.

§ 129-4. Electronic records.  § 129-11. Personal privacy.

§ 129-5. Custody and disposition of § 129-12. Denial of access to records. 
 records. § 129-13. Fees. 
 § 129-6. Records Advisory Board.  § 129-14. Public notices.
§ 129-7. Location. § 129-15. Definitions.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 3-29-1991 by L.L.
No. 1-1991; amended in its entirety at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General
Provisions, Art. I). Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 129-1. Purpose and scope.

Records are essential to administration of local government. They contain the information that
keeps government programs functioning. It is the intent of this chapter that a records
management program is established and updated periodically to assist officials in making
decisions, administering programs and providing administrative continuity with past
operations. The program is intended to document the delivery of services, show the legal
responsibilities of government and protect the legal rights of citizens. It will contain
information on taxation and on the management and expenditure of funds. These records will
also document the historical development of government itself, the community and the people
of the Town. This chapter has been amended to reflect changes in the New York State Public
Officers Law Article 6 and Chapter 223 of the New York State Freedom of Information Law
(FOIL).

A. The people's right to know the process of government decisionmaking and the documents
and statistics leading to determinations is basic to our society. Access to such information
should not be thwarted by shrouding it with the cloak of secrecy or confidentiality.

B. These regulations provide information concerning the procedures by which records may
be obtained.

C. Personnel shall furnish to the public the information and records required by the Freedom
of Information Law, as well as records otherwise available by law.

D. Any conflicts among laws governing public access to records shall be construed in favor
of the widest possible availability of public records.
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§ 129-2. Establishment; Records Management Officer.

A. There shall be a Records Management Program established under the aegis of the Town
Clerk and headed by a Records Management Officer. The Town Clerk is designated as
the Records Management Officer and will be responsible for administering the current
and archival public records in storage areas for the Town in accordance with local state
and federal laws and guidelines. The Town Clerk is responsible for the management of
electronic records.

B. The Princetown Town Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the regulations
herein and designates the following person(s) as Records Management Officer:

Town Clerk
Town of Princetown
165 Princetown Plaza
Schenectady, NY 12306
townclerk@princetown.net 

C. The Records Management Officer may appoint a designee to carry out the specific duties
listed below.

§ 129-3. Powers and duties of Officer.

The Records Management Officer shall have all the necessary powers to carry out the
efficient administration, determination of value, use, preservation, storage and disposition of
the public records kept, filed or received by the officers and departments of the Town.

A. The Records Management Officer shall continually survey and examine public records to
recommend their classification so as to determine the most suitable method to be used for
maintaining, storing and servicing them under the following guidelines:

(1) Disposition. Records deemed obsolete and unnecessary according to the New York
State Records Retention and Disposition Schedule (MU-1) are subject to
disposition.

(2) Archival retention. Information containing administrative, legal, fiscal, research,
historical or educational value which warrants their permanent retention.

(3) Active retention. Records not yet subject to disposition according to state law.

B. The Records Management Officer shall establish guidelines for proper records
management in any department of the Town government in accordance with local, state
and federal law and guidelines.

C. The Records Management Officer shall report annually to the governing body on the
powers and duties herein mentioned, including but not limited to the development and
progress of programs to date and planned activities for subsequent years.
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D. The Records Management Officer shall operate a central records management storage
facility for storage, processing and servicing of all Town records for all Town
departments and agencies.

E. The Records Management Officer will work with all Town departments to ensure the
integrity of all archived electronic files.

F. Additional requirements of the Records Management Officer include but are not limited
to:

(1) The development of a comprehensive Records Management Program.

(2) The conduct of an initial survey and analysis of all records, to be followed up
annually with a report of records stored.

(3) The encouragement and coordination of the continuous legal destruction of
obsolete records through the adoption and use of the State Archives Record
Retention and Disposition Schedule (MU-1).

(4) The development of suitable retention periods for records not covered by the State
Archives Records Retention and Disposition Schedules. (Subsequently, the RMO
must secure approval of such retention periods from the New York State
Commissioner of Education and gain adoption from the Town Board of any
proposed change before the retention period takes effect.)

(5) The assistance to each department for the establishment of a records management
system to support the overall Town Records Management Program. Encourage the
continued efficient management of records within respective departments.

(6) The setting up and overseeing of a center for the storage area.

(7) Maintaining archival materials which are not official Town records but which have
historical value to the community or a close relationship to the existing archival
collection. This shall be subject to archive space, staff and cost limitations and to
the potential endangerment of such materials if they are not collected by the
archives.

(8) The preparation of special and annual reports for the Town Board on Records
Management Program progress, cost savings and cost avoidance problems and
additional issues.

G. The Records Management Officer (RMO) is responsible for ensuring appropriate agency
response to public requests for access to all records. The designation of a Records
Management Officer shall not be construed to prohibit officials who have in the past
been authorized to make records or information available to the public from continuing
to do so.

H. The Records Management Officer shall ensure that agency personnel:
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(1) Maintain an up-to-date subject matter list.

(2) Assist persons seeking records to identify the records sought, if necessary, and
when appropriate indicate the manner in which the records are filed, retrieved or
generated to assist persons in reasonably describing records.

(3) Contact persons seeking records when a request is voluminous or when locating
the records involves substantial effort, so that personnel may ascertain the nature
of records of primary interest and attempt to reasonably reduce the volume of
records requested.

(4) Upon locating the records, take one of the following actions:

(a) Make records available for inspection; or

(b) Deny access to the records in whole or in part and explain in writing the
reasons therefor.

(5) Upon request for copies of records:

(a) Make a copy available upon payment; or

(b) Permit the requester to copy those records.

(6) Upon request, certify that a record is a true copy; and

(7) Upon failure to locate records, certify that:

(a) The Town of Princetown is not the custodian for such records; or

(b) The records of which The Town of Princetown is a custodian cannot be
found after diligent search.

§ 129-4. Electronic records.

A. Electronic records are subject to the same requirements regarding public access, privacy
protection, audits, authenticity, retention and disposition as paper documents. All
electronic records, including e-mail, are to be stored on a Town server secured by a fire
wall and protected with antivirus and anti-spyware software. Electronic records must also
be encrypted and backed up off site with a data storage vendor who is compliant with
§ 185.9 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.1

B. The Town Clerk is responsible for establishing security standards and backup procedures
for all electronic records. The records management duties of the Town Clerk for
electronic records include but are not limited to:

(1) Responsible for understanding electronic records management requirements and for
communicating them to the department staff.

1. Editor's Note: See NYCRR Title 8, § 185.9.
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(2) Issue directives specifying who has the authority to create, name, alter and delete
documents on electronic systems.

(3) Responsible for consistency of electronic filing techniques, including standardized
directory structures and naming conventions.

(4) Responsible for updating policies regarding all aspects of electronic records for
Town Board review and action.

(5) Coordinating and carrying out or participating in the planning for development of
advanced records management systems and equipment.

(6) Assists the department staff with electronic document retention policy and
procedures

§ 129-5. Custody and disposition of records.

A. Custody.

(1) Electronic records from every Town-owned computer are to be stored on the
Town's server. Each department/user is responsible for archiving files from
portable devices such as laptops (working locally), portable hard drives, flash drive
or other portable devices. Document storage on computer desktops is prohibited as
desktops are not part of storage or backups. All electronic records stored and
backed up on the Town server shall be under the full custody (legal and physical)
of electronic archives, as directed by the Town Clerk.

(2) Active records. The originating department has full custody (legal and physical)
over records still in active use.

(3) Inactive records. The originating department is the legal custodian of its records
and shall retain the power to retrieve and use records deposited in inactive storage
in the Records Center. The RMO will have physical custody of inactive records
and will determine the method and design of storage.

(4) Archival records. Records transferred to or acquired by the archives shall be under
the full custody (legal and physical) of the archives, as directed by the RMO,
rather than the department which created or held them immediately prior to being
transferred to the archives.

(a) Records shall be transferred to the archives upon the recommendation of the
RMO, with the approval of the head of the department which had custody of
the records and the approval of the Records Advisory Board.

(b) Records may be removed (temporarily or permanently) from the archives at
the request of the RMO or the head of the department which had custody of
the records immediately prior to the transfer of those records to the archives,
subject to the approval of the Records Advisory Board.

(5) Disposition of records. No record shall be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by a
department of the Town until it has met the time limit on the State Records
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Retention and Disposition Schedule or unless approved by the Records
Management Officer. No records shall be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by
the Records Management Officer without the express written consent of the
department head having authority. Following required consents and prior to actual
destruction, the RMO will allow the Town Historian to review and/or remove any
single document or sampling of documents that are of historic value to the
community.

(6) Replevin. The Legal Department may take steps to recover local government
records which have been alienated from proper custody and may, when necessary,
institute actions of replevin. Replevin shall be the recovery by a person of goods
claimed to be his, on his promise to test the matter in court and give the goods up
again if defeated.

§ 129-6. Records Advisory Board.

There shall be a Records Advisory Board designated to work closely with and provide advice
to the Records Management Officer. The Board shall consist of liaisons/representatives from
all departments. Membership may include, but not be limited to, the Town Historian, Town
department heads, a Town Council member, the Town Attorney and a member of the
community. Appointments shall be made by the Town Board. The Board shall meet
periodically and have the following duties:

A. To provide advice to the Records Management Officer on the development of the
Records Management Program.

B. To review the performance of the program on an ongoing basis and propose changes and
improvements.

C. To review any changes in retention periods proposed by the Records Management
Officer for records not covered by the state archives schedules.

D. To provide advice on the appraisal of records for archival value and to be the final
sign-off entity as to what is or is not archival.

§ 129-7. Location.

Records shall be available for public inspection and copying at:

Town Clerk's Office:
165 Princetown Plaza
Schenectady, NY 12306 

§ 129-8. Hours for public inspection.

A. The Town Clerk's office does not have daily regular business hours.

B. The following procedures for making an appointment to inspect and copy records are
therefor established:
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(1) For the purpose of making an appointment, please contact:

Town Clerk
Records Access Officer
165 Princetown Plaza, Schenectady, NY 12306
Phone: 518-357-4045, extension 4 

§ 129-9. Requests for public access to records.

A. A written request may be required, but oral requests may be accepted when records are
readily available.

B. If records are maintained on the Internet, the requester shall be informed that the records
are accessible via the Internet and in printed form either on paper or other information
storage medium.

C. A response shall be given within five business days of receipt of a request by:

(1) Informing a person requesting records that the request or portion of the request
does not reasonably describe the records sought, including direction, to the extent
possible, that would enable that person to request records reasonably described;

(2) Granting or denying access to records in whole or in part;

(3) Acknowledging the receipt of a request in writing, including an approximate date
when the request will be granted or denied in whole or in part which shall be
reasonable under the circumstances of the request and shall not be more than 20
business days after the date of the acknowledgment, or if it is known that
circumstances prevent disclosure within 20 business days from the date of such
acknowledgment, providing a statement in writing indicating the reason for
inability to grant the request within that time and a date certain, within a
reasonable period under the circumstances of the request, when the request will be
granted in whole or in part; or

(4) If the receipt of request was acknowledged in writing and included an approximate
date when the request would be granted in whole or in part within 20 business
days of such acknowledgment, but circumstances prevent disclosure within that
time, providing a statement in writing within 20 business days of such
acknowledgment specifying the reason for the inability to do so and a date certain,
within a reasonable period under the circumstances of the request, when the
request will be granted in whole or in part.

D. In determining a reasonable time for granting or denying a request under the
circumstances of a request, personnel shall consider the volume of a request, the ease or
difficulty in locating, retrieving or generating records, the complexity of the request, the
need to review records to determine the extent to which they must be disclosed, the
number of requests received by the agency, and similar factors that bear on the ability to
grant access to records promptly and within a reasonable time.
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E. A failure to comply with the time limitations described herein shall constitute a denial of
a request that may be appealed. Such failure shall include situations in which an officer
or employee:

(1) Fails to grant access to the records sought, deny access in writing or acknowledge
the receipt of a request within five business days of the receipt of a request;

(2) Acknowledges the receipt of a request within five business days but fails to furnish
an approximate date when the request will be granted or denied in whole or in
part;

(3) Furnishes an acknowledgment of the receipt of a request within five business days
with an approximate date for granting or denying access in whole or in part that is
unreasonable under the circumstances of the request;

(4) Fails to respond to a request within a reasonable time after the approximate date
given or within 20 business days after the date of the acknowledgment of the
receipt of a request;

(5) Determines to grant a request in whole or in part within 20 business days of the
acknowledgment of the receipt of a request, but fails to do so, unless the agency
provides the reason for its inability to do so in writing and a date certain within
which the request will be granted in whole or in part;

(6) Does not grant a request in whole or in part within 20 business days of the
acknowledgment of the receipt of a request and fails to provide the reason in
writing explaining the inability to do so and a date certain by which the request
will be granted in whole or in part; or

(7) Responds to a request, stating that more than 20 business days is needed to grant
or deny the request in whole or in part, and provides a date certain within which
that will be accomplished, but such date is unreasonable under the circumstances
of the request

§ 129-10. Subject matter list.

A. The Records Access Officer shall maintain a reasonably detailed current list by subject
matter of all records in its possession, whether or not records are available pursuant to
Subdivision 2 of § 87 of the Public Officers Law.

B. The subject matter list shall be sufficiently detailed to permit identification of the
category of the record sought.

C. The subject matter list shall be updated annually. The most recent update shall appear on
the first page of the subject matter list.

§ 129-11. Personal privacy.

The Town of Princetown regards the safeguarding of personal information collected by Town
departments to be the highest priority. Pursuant to the New York State Public Officer Law,
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Article 6, § 89, Subdivision 2(b), the following exceptions will be made to Freedom of
Information Law requests.

A. An unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, which includes, but shall not be limited to:

(1) Disclosure of employment, medical or credit histories or personal references of
applicant for employment.

(2) Disclosure of items involving the medical or personal records of a client or patient
in a medical facility.

(3) Sale or release of lists of names and addresses if such lists would be used for
solicitation or fund-raising purposes.

(4) Disclosure of information of a personal nature reported in confidence to a
department and not relevant to the ordinary work of such department.

(5) Information of a personal nature contained in a workers' compensation record,
except as provided by § 110-a of the Workers' Compensation Law.

(6) Disclosure of information of a personal nature when disclosure would result in
economic or personal hardship to the subject party and such information is not
relevant to the work of the department requesting or maintaining it.

B. Unless otherwise provided by this chapter, disclosure shall not be construed to constitute
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy pursuant to Subsection A:

(1) When identifying details are deleted;

(2) When the person to whom a record pertains consents in writing to disclosure;

(3) When, upon presenting reasonable proof of identity, a person seeks access to
records pertaining to him or her; or

(4) When a record or group of records relates to the right, title or interest in real
property, or relates to the inventory, status or characteristics of real property, in
which case disclosure and providing copies of such record or group of records
shall not be deemed an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

§ 129-12. Denial of access to records.

A. Denial of access to records shall be in writing, stating the reason therefor and advising
the requester of the right to appeal to the individual or body established to determine
appeals, which shall be identified by name, title, business address and business phone
number.

B. If requested records are not provided promptly, as required in § 129-5 of these
regulations, such failure shall also be deemed a denial of access.

C. The Records Advisory Board shall determine appeals regarding denial of access to
records under the Freedom of Information Law.
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D. Any person denied access to records may appeal within 30 days of a denial.

E. The time for deciding an appeal by the individual or body designated to determine
appeals shall commence upon receipt of a written appeal, identifying:

(1) The date and location of requests for records;

(2) A description, to the extent possible, of the records that were denied; and

(3) The name and return address of the person denied access.

F. A failure to determine an appeal within 10 business days of its receipt by granting access
to the records sought or fully explaining the reasons for further denial in writing shall
constitute a denial of the appeal.

G. The person or body designated to determine appeals shall transmit to the Committee on
Open Government copies of all appeals upon receipt of appeals. Such copies shall be
addressed to:

Committee on Open Government, Department of State
One Commerce Plaza
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 650
Albany, NY 12231 

H. The person or body designated to determine appeals shall inform the appellant and the
Committee on Open Government of its determination, in writing, within 10 business days
of receipt of an appeal. The determination shall be transmitted to the Committee on Open
Government in the same manner as set forth in Subsection G of this section.

§ 129-13. Fees.

A. There shall be no fee charged for:

(1) Inspection of records;

(2) Search for records; or

(3) Any certification pursuant to this chapter.

B. Fees for copies may be charged as per the Town's current fees schedule, provided that:

(1) The fee for copying records shall not exceed 25 cents per page for photocopies not
exceeding nine inches by 14 inches. This section shall not be construed to mandate
the raising of fees where agencies or municipalities in the past have charged less
than 25 cents for such copies;

(2) The fee for photocopies of records in excess of nine inches by 14 inches shall not
exceed the actual cost of reproduction; or
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(3) An agency has the authority to redact portions of a paper record and does so prior
to disclosure of the record by making a photocopy from which the proper
redactions are made.

C. The fee an agency may charge for a copy of any other record is based on the actual cost
of reproduction and may include only the following:

(1) An amount equal to the hourly salary attributed to the lowest paid employee who
has the necessary skill required to prepare a copy of the requested record, but only
when more than two hours of the employee's time is necessary to do so; and

(2) The actual cost of the storage devices or media provided to the person making the
request in complying with such request; or

(3) The actual cost to the agency of engaging an outside professional service to
prepare a copy of a record, but only when an agency's information technology
equipment is inadequate to prepare a copy and if such service is used to prepare
the copy.

D. When an agency has the ability to retrieve or extract a record or data maintained in a
computer storage system with reasonable effort, or when doing so requires less employee
time than engaging in manual retrieval or redactions from nonelectronic records, the
agency shall be required to retrieve or extract such record or data electronically. In such
case, the agency may charge a fee in accordance with Subsection C(1) and (2) above.

E. An agency shall inform a person requesting a record of the estimated cost of preparing a
copy of the record if more than two hours of an agency employee's time is needed or if it
is necessary to retain an outside professional service to prepare a copy of the record.

F. An agency may require that the fee for copying or reproducing a record be paid in
advance of the preparation of such copy.

G. An agency may waive a fee in whole or in part when making copies of records available.

§ 129-14. Public notices.

A notice containing the title or name and business address of the records access officers and
appeals person or body and the location where records can be seen or copies shall be posted
in a conspicuous location wherever records are kept and/or published in a local newspaper of
general circulation.

§ 129-15. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

ARCHIVES — Those official records which have been determined by the Officer and the
Advisory Board to have sufficient historical or other value to warrant their continued
preservation by the local government.
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ELECTRONIC RECORDS — Electronic records are records that contain machine-readable
information. The information may be text, numbers, graphs, line drawings, information
captured via GPS or GIS, pictures, images, video or sound. Examples of electronic records
include: word processing files, spreadsheet files, presentation graphics, electronic images,
maps, databases, audio or video recordings, voicemail and e-mail. Electronic records occupy
media such as magnetic disks or tapes; portable hard drives, flash drives, audio or video
cassettes; and compact or optical disks.

RECORDS — Any documents, books, papers, photographs, sound recordings, microforms, or
any other materials, regardless of physical form or characteristics, made or received pursuant
to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official Town of Princetown
business.

RECORDS ACCESS OFFICER — The Town Clerk is the Records Access Officer. The
Records Access Officer is responsible for providing access to all Town records.

RECORDS ADVISORY BOARD — The Board that provides guidance and support to the
Records Management Officer on the records management system, periodically reviews record
inventories, appraises archival value of records.

RECORDS CENTER — An establishment maintained by the Town of Princetown primarily
for the storage, servicing and processing of records which must be preserved for varying
periods of time and need not be retained in office equipment or space.

RECORDS DISPOSITION —

A. The removal by the Town of Princetown, in accordance with approved records control
schedules, of records no longer necessary for the conduct of business by such agency
through removal methods which may include:

(1) The disposal of temporary records by destruction or donation; or

(2) The transfer of records to the Record Center/Archives for temporary storage of
inactive records and permanent storage of records determined to have historical or
other sufficient value warranting continued preservation.

B. The transfer of records from one Town of Princetown agency to any other Town of
Princetown agency.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT — The planning, controlling, directing, organizing, training,
promotion and other managerial use and records disposition, including records preservation,
records disposal and records centers or other storage facilities.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICER — The Town Clerk is the Records Management
Officer. The Records Management Officer is responsible to initiate, coordinate and promote
the systematic management of the Town's records.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL — The Manual
outlines the Town's policies and procedures pertaining to the management and access of all
Town records.
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SERVICING — Making information in records available to any Town of Princetown agency
for official use or to the public.  
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Chapter 137

SITE PLAN REVIEW
 
 § 137-1. Authorization. § 137-7. Final site plan approval. 

§ 137-2. Purposes and review standards.  § 137-8. Professional services.

§ 137-3. Uses subject to site plan  § 137-9. Certificate of occupancy.
 approval. § 137-10. Inspection. 
§ 137-4. Application and transmittal. § 137-11. Integration of procedures. 
 § 137-5. Material to be submitted.  § 137-12. Interpretation.
§ 137-6. Review and decision. § 137-13. Conflict with other laws.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by L.L. No. 4-1994;
amended by L.L. No. 6-1997. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Flood damage prevention — See Ch. 70. Subdivision of land — See Ch. 160.
Stormwater management — See Ch. 150. Zoning — See Ch. 200.
Street and drainage standards — See Ch. 155.

§ 137-1. Authorization.

In accordance with § 274-a of New York Town Law, the Planning Board is authorized to
review and approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove all site plans for uses required by
§ 137-3 of this chapter.

§ 137-2. Purposes and review standards.

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide a means for the Town approval of uses identified in
§ 137-3 herein in accordance with the standards listed in this section. Further, the Planning
Board's consideration of each site plan application shall be guided by the following:

A. The full conformance of the site plan with the standards and requirements of the Town
zoning and sanitation ordinances, subdivision code and other applicable local laws and
ordinances.

B. The adequacy and arrangement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic access and circulation,
including intersections, road widths, pavement surfaces, dividers and control devices.

C. The impact of traffic generated on adjacent properties and roads.

D. The location, arrangement, appearance and sufficiency of off-street parking and loading.

E. The location, arrangement, site design and compatibility of buildings, structures, lighting
and signs.
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(1) New structures should be visually compatible with existing development to the
maximum feasible extent;

(2) Siting of structures should avoid obstruction of views from public rights-of-way
and should be compatible with existing development;

(3) Siting of structures on crests of ridgelines should be avoided; and

(4) Key elements of the existing landscape such as fence lines, barns, hedgerows and
fields should be preserved.

F. The adequacy, type and arrangement of landscaping, screening, buffer zones and open
space. Clearance of mature trees and clusters of trees shall be avoided or minimized.
Where practicable, trees with a diameter exceeding eight inches, measured three feet
above the base of the trunk, that must be removed because they are located within the
specific area to be built upon, shall be replaced by an equal number of trees with a
minimum caliper of 1 1/2 inches unless there remain at least eight trees of at least 1 1/2
inches or larger caliper of suitable shade tree species, suitably spaced.

G. In the case of applicable multiple-family dwellings, the adequacy of common property or
open space for play areas and informal recreation.

H. The adequacy and means for complete disposal of stormwater and sanitary waste, water
supply for fire protection and consumption, fire and emergency vehicle access, solid
waste disposal and removal. All drainage networks shall be designed to ensure minimal
disturbance to predevelopment watercourse patterns. Stormwater management and
erosion control measures shall be utilized where needed to minimize adverse off-site
impacts. Disturbed and, if necessary, undisturbed areas must be planted with appropriate
vegetative cover to reduce erosion and runoff volumes.

I. The adequacy of structures, roadways and landscaping in areas with susceptibility to
ponding, flooding and/or erosion, including temporary measures during and after
construction. Clearance of mature trees, clusters of trees and vegetation which stabilize
steep slopes shall be avoided or minimized.

J. The protection of nearby properties against noise, vibration, dust, odor, glare,
unsightliness or other objectionable aspects.

K. Grading shall be permitted only where it is necessary to preserve, match or blend with
the natural contours and undulations of the land or to compensate for geologic hazards
and adverse soil conditions which may affect the future stability of the development due
to potential slope failure. Alteration of predevelopment site characteristics shall be
minimized to reduce, to the maximum feasible extent, grading-related damage and avoid
disturbance to existing wetlands and environmentally sensitive areas, on and off site.

L. Natural features and resources, such as lakes, ponds, streams, topsoil and trees, shall be
preserved and incorporated into the final landscaping of the development whenever
possible.
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§ 137-3. Uses subject to site plan approval.

The following uses, as defined and listed in Chapter 200, Zoning, will require site plan
approval before any change in use is permitted or a building permit may be issued.

A. Principal uses, as follows:

(1) All listed under § 200-16F, Residential lot reduction.

(2) All listed under § 200-18A(2), MF Multiple-Family Districts.

(3) All listed under § 200-19C(1) and (2), Planned Residential Districts (PRD).

B. All permitted uses listed under C-1 and C-2 Commercial Districts.1 EXCEPTION:
Modifications to existing single- and double-family dwellings conducted pursuant to
§ 200-52; farming operations pursuant to Article VII; and accessory uses listed under
§ 200-16B of Chapter 200, Zoning, shall not require site plan review in the C-1 or C-2
District.

C. Accessory uses, as follows:

(1) All listed under § 200-16F, Residential lot reduction.

(2) All listed in the MF Multiple-Family District under § 200-18B(2).

(3) All listed under § 200-19C(1), Planned Residential Districts (PRD)

(4) Any accessory use in any district which occupies more than 2,500 square feet of
land area.

D. Special uses, as follows: Any special use, regardless of district.

§ 137-4. Application and transmittal.

Three complete sets of an application for site plan approval shall be filed with the Code
Enforcement Officer and must include the material and information as required by § 137-5
and the required fee as outlined in the Princetown Consolidated Fee Schedule. Upon receipt of
such complete application, the Code Enforcement Officer shall transmit two copies of such
application and material to the Planning Board.

§ 137-5. Material to be submitted.

A. A site plan drawn to scale of not more than 40 feet to the inch unless the Planning Board
determines a different scale more appropriate, illustrating the proposed development and
use, and the following information unless waived by the Planning Board pursuant to
Subsection B:

(1) Name and address of applicant, vendee, contract vendee or owner and title of
drawing.

1. Editor's Note: See Ch. 200, Zoning, § 200-20.
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(2) North symbol, date and scale.

(3) Name, address, title and license number of person or firm responsible for
preparation of map.

(4) The boundary lines and dimensions of the subject property; existing subdivision
lots; available utilities; and easements, streets, railroads and public rights-of-way
crossing and/or contiguous to the subject property.

(5) Any significant natural, topographical or physical features of the property,
including, but not limited to, watercourses, floodplains, ponds, swamps, New York
State-designated wetlands, trees in excess of eight inches in circumference
measured at a height of three feet, and existing slopes in excess of four feet in 100
feet.

(6) Structures and circulation. One set of preliminary plans, elevations and sections of
proposed structures and roads, showing proposed location, use and design of all
buildings and structures, including any proposed division of buildings into units of
separate occupancy and location of drives thereto, and showing the proposed
location of all roads, curbs, curb cuts, parking spaces, loading spaces and access
aisles, pedestrian walkways, and fire lanes. The total floor area, floor area ratio and
the number and size of dwelling units by number of bedrooms should also be
shown, if applicable.

(a) The aforementioned building plans shall include type, grade, texture, color,
finish of exterior structural material, exterior architectural design, window
layout and other prominent visual features.

(7) Landscaping. Preliminary grading and landscaping plan, to include: the extent and
amount of cut and fill for all disturbed areas, including before-and-after profiles of
typical development areas, parking lots and roads; proposed landscaping and buffer
yards, including the type, location and quantity of all plant materials, location and
height of fences, retaining walls or screen plantings and the type and kind of
building materials or plantings to be used for fencing or screening.

(8) Wells. Location of all wells on site. In addition, the quality and test yields in
gallons per minute of all wells which are proposed to be used for the project
requiring site plan review, demonstrating compliance with applicable standards.

(9) Stormwater management. The applicant shall employ methodology accepted by the
Schenectady County Soil and Water Conservation District to provide the following
required information:

(a) Stormwater pollution prevention plan. The applicant shall prepare and submit
a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) as required pursuant to
Chapter 150, Stormwater Management. The SWPPP shall meet the
performance design criteria and standards set forth in Chapter 150.
[Amended 11-14-2006 by L.L. No. 8-2006]

(b) Design and placement of proposed permanent and temporary vegetative and
structural (i.e., drains, culverts) measures for stormwater and erosion control.
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(c) If existing culverts or other structures will be used, the capacity of these must
be shown.

(10) Sewage disposal.

(a) An evaluation of soils on the site, including a percolation test, and a sewage
treatment system plan as designed by a licensed professional engineer and
which meets all applicable standards.

(b) The applicant shall obtain all necessary approvals of the proposed sewage
treatment system prior to the Town's approval of the site plan application,
where applicable.

(11) Lighting, power and communication facilities. Location and design of lighting,
power and communications facilities.

(12) Signs. Location, design and size of all signs.

(13) Outdoor storage. Location of any outdoor storage and other accessory uses.

(14) Commercial and industrial uses. In the commercial districts, specific uses proposed
and number of employees for which buildings are designed. The type of power to
be used in any manufacturing process and the proposed method of disposal of such
waste or by-products shall also be shown, where applicable.

(15) SEQR/PEQR No application shall be deemed complete without compliance with
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Act and the Princetown
Environmental Quality Review Act, including, where necessary, a lead agency
determination, a negative or positive declaration and submission of an acceptable
draft environmental impact statement (DEIS).

B. Exemptions. The Planning Board may waive any of the required materials listed under
Subsection A and allow the applicant to submit only that information or documentation
which it deems necessary for review of a particular application.

C. Additional information. The Planning Board may require other and further information or
documentation as the Board may deem to be necessary and appropriate to a full
consideration and disposition of a particular application.

D. Other sources. The Planning Board may consult with appropriate Town, county, state and
federal personnel as may be necessary and appropriate for a proper consideration of a
particular application.

§ 137-6. Review and decision.

A. Review procedure.

(1) Initial completeness review. Within 45 days following receipt by the Code
Enforcement Officer of a site plan application, the Planning Board shall perform a
review of said application. If the site plan meets the standards for review and is
deemed complete, the Planning Board shall schedule a public hearing to be held
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within 45 days following this determination. If the application is deemed
incomplete, the Planning Board shall specify what modifications or additions to the
submittal will be required in order to make the application complete.

(2) Public hearing. Not less than five days prior to the date of such public hearing,
notice shall be published in a local newspaper stating the time, date and purpose
for the hearing. The applicant and all interested parties shall have the opportunity
to speak at the public hearing. If the proposal is also subject to review under the
provisions for special use permits in Chapter 200, Zoning, only one public hearing
is required to satisfy the requirements of both this chapter and applicable
requirements in Chapter 200, Zoning.

(3) Decision.

(a) The Planning Board shall decide upon such application within 45 days after
the public hearing has been completed regarding the application. The
Planning Board shall either approve the application, approve it subject to
certain specific modifications and/or conditions, or disapprove the site plan
application. The time within which the Planning Board may render its
decision may be extended by mutual consent of the applicant and the
Planning Board. The Planning Board shall issue a report of its decision,
setting forth the supporting facts for its determination. Failure of the Planning
Board to decide within 45 days of the completion of the public hearing or
such longer time as may be agreed to by the applicant shall be deemed
approval of the application and plans. The decision of the Planning Board
shall be expressed in a report as required in Subsection A(3)(b) below.

(b) If the Planning Board approves the application, then it shall grant the
applicant final site plan approval subject to the requirements of § 137-7 of
this chapter. If the application is granted conditional approval, the applicant
shall, within six months, submit a modified plan to the Planning Board for
reconsideration. The Planning Board shall render a decision on the modified
site plan within 45 days following the receipt of the modified site plan by the
Planning Board. If more than six months have elapsed since the date the
Planning Board granted conditional approval of a site plan, the Planning
Board may require resubmission of a new site plan for further review and
additional revisions prior to approval.

B. Standards for review. The Planning Board's review of the site plan application shall be
guided by the standards listed in § 137-2.

§ 137-7. Final site plan approval. [Amended 11-14-2006 by L.L. No. 8-2006]

Final site plan approval shall be granted, provided that the Planning Board has approved the
site plan, and provided that all fees and reimbursable costs are paid by the applicant. The
Planning Board Chairman shall affix his signature to the site plan, which shall constitute final
approval. He shall forward a copy of the approved plan to the Code Enforcement Officer, who
then may issue a building permit or other appropriate document for the project. The approved
site plan shall include the stormwater pollution prevention plan accepted by the Planning
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Board, which plan shall be consistent with the provisions of Chapter 150, Stormwater
Management.

§ 137-8. Professional services.

During the administration of this chapter, the Planning Board may engage the services of an
engineer, architect, surveyor, attorney or other professional or expert as deemed necessary to
complete the review for a particular permit or project or to solve a particular dispute. The fees
for such services will be billed to the Town, which shall be reimbursed by the applicant or
individual seeking relief. Applicants shall be billed on a monthly basis for such charges by the
Town Clerk as invoices are received by the Town. No permit or project approval shall be
granted to any person for any proposal until all outstanding fees owed to the Town are paid in
full.

§ 137-9. Certificate of occupancy.

No certificate of occupancy shall be issued until all improvements shown on the site plan are
installed or a sufficient performance guarantee has been posted for improvements not yet
completed. The sufficiency of such performance guarantee shall be determined by the
Planning Board after consultation with the Code Enforcement Officer or other designated
professional.

§ 137-10. Inspection.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall be responsible for the overall inspection of site
improvements, including coordination with the Planning Board and other officials and
agencies, as appropriate.

§ 137-11. Integration of procedures.

Whenever the particular circumstances of a proposed development require compliance with
either the special use procedure in Chapter 200, Zoning, or the requirements of Chapter 160,
Subdivision of Land, the Planning Board shall attempt to integrate, as appropriate, site plan
review as required by this chapter with the procedural and submission requirements for other
compliance.

§ 137-12. Interpretation.

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be
minimum requirements, adopted for the promotion of the public health, morals, safety or the
general welfare.
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§ 137-13. Conflict with other laws.

Whenever the requirements of this chapter are at variance with the requirements of any other
lawfully adopted rules, regulations or local laws, the most restrictive or that imposing the
higher standards shall govern.
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Chapter 143

SOLID WASTE
 

ARTICLE I § 143-7. Assessment of costs of
Solid Waste Management  remediation.

 § 143-1. Title. ARTICLE II
Recycling § 143-2. Definitions.

§ 143-3. Disposal of solid waste on
 § 143-8. Intent. public and private lands.
 § 143-9. Definitions.§ 143-4. Disposal of yard waste,
 § 143-10. Recyclables.construction and demolition

debris and nonrecyclable  § 143-11. Nonrecyclable solid waste.
 putrescible waste.

§ 143-12. Enforcement. 
 § 143-5. Enforcement.

§ 143-13. Effective date.
§ 143-6. Penalties for offenses. 

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
Solid Waste Management

[Adopted 7-29-1988 by L.L. No. 2-1988]

§ 143-1. Title.

This article shall be known as the "Solid Waste Management Ordinance of the Town of
Princetown."

§ 143-2. Definitions.

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION DEBRIS — Solid waste which is comprised solely
of waste or excess materials resulting from construction, remodeling, repair and demolition of
structures, including but not limited to bricks, concrete, soil, trees, stumps, blacktop, rocks,
lumber and masonry materials, but shall not include any hazardous wastes or hazardous
substances.

LAND — All public and private real property and all public and private roads and
thoroughfares within the Town of Princetown.

PERSON — An individual, partnership, public or private corporation, association, firm, trust,
estate or any other legal entity.
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SOLID WASTE — All putrescible and nonputrescible materials discarded or rejected as
being spent, useless, worthless or in excess to the owners thereof at the time of such discard
or rejection, including but not limited to garbage, refuse, industrial and commercial waste,
rubbish, ashes, contained gaseous material, incinerator residue, and discarded automobiles or
parts thereof, including tires.

YARD WASTE — Lawn clippings, tree branches and other debris resulting from domestic
landscaping.  

§ 143-3. Disposal of solid waste on public and private lands.

It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose or cause the disposal of solid waste,
construction and demolition debris or yard waste in or upon any land, watercourse or surface
waters within the Town of Princetown except as provided herein.

§ 143-4. Disposal of yard waste, construction and demolition debris and nonrecyclable
putrescible waste.

A. A person who possesses legal title to real property situated in the Town of Princetown
may dispose of or cause to be disposed of upon such real property yard waste,
construction and demolition debris and nonrecyclable putrescible waste generated as a
consequence of legally permitted activities upon such real property; provided, however,
that such disposal is carried out in an environmentally sound manner and in conformance
with all local, state and federal health and environmental regulations, and providing that
a health hazard or attractive nuisance is not created by such disposal. Further,
nonrecyclable putrescible waste must be buried upon disposal.

B. A person who possesses legal title to real property in the Town of Princetown may
dispose of construction and demolition debris which is not generated upon such real
property upon receipt of a valid permit to do so. Such permit may be issued by the Town
Code Enforcement Officer upon written application to the Town Board, which
application includes information as to the source and type of waste material, the
anticipated length of operations, the total volume of waste to be deposited, days and
hours of operation, numbers and capacities of trucks involved, and evidence of
possession of all necessary environmental permits. No permit will be issued until a fee is
paid to the Town for such purpose, nor until a public hearing is held to hear all interested
parties over whether such a permit should be granted. No permit shall be granted where
the Town has determined that such operations will have a negative environmental impact,
and in no case will such a permit be granted for the disposal of such waste in a
floodplain or wetland area.1

C. Exception. For any application involving the disposal of less than 100 cubic yards of
such material in any twelve-month period, the Code Enforcement Officer may issue such
a permit without such public hearing or detailed application, provided that the proposed
site is deemed suitable for such disposal by said Code Enforcement Officer.2

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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D. A person who possesses legal title to real property in the Town of Princetown upon
which any type of solid waste is illegally deposited shall be held responsible for its
removal.

§ 143-5. Enforcement. 3

The Town Code Enforcement Officer is hereby charged with the responsibility to enforce this
article. The Code Enforcement Officer, upon reasonable suspicion and belief that a violation
of this article is occurring or has occurred, shall notify the alleged violator that said individual
is in violation of this article and that such alleged violation may result in prosecution, and
shall demand that such individual cease and desist the violative conduct and remediate any
site upon which such violation took place.

§ 143-6. Penalties for offenses.

Any violation of this article shall be punishable pursuant to authority and in accordance with
the provisions of § 135 of the Town Law of the State of New York, and any person found
guilty of violating the provisions hereof shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $1,000 for
each violation or by imprisonment not to exceed 15 days, and shall be further subject to a
civil action instituted by the Town to recover any costs incurred by the Town in connection
with the remediation of the effects of such violation. In the case of continuing violations, each
day shall constitute a separate violation for purposes of computing fines.

§ 143-7. Assessment of costs of remediation.

The Town Board, upon 30 days' notice to an alleged violator of this article, may cause the
effect of a violation of this article to be remediated. In such instance, the Town Board shall
certify all costs associated with such remediation to the Town Assessor, and thereupon such
costs shall be added to the taxes assessed upon such real property, which shall bear interest
and be collected and enforced in the same manner as taxes.

ARTICLE II
Recycling

[Adopted 2-5-1990 by L.L. No. 1-1990]

§ 143-8. Intent.

The purpose of this article is to facilitate the disposal of solid waste generated within the
Town of Princetown in the most environmentally acceptable manner possible and to facilitate
and encourage the recovery of all recyclable materials which can be marketed or used for
secondary purposes.

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 143-9. Definitions.

As used in this article, the following words are intended to include and be defined as follows:

BOARD — The Town Board of the Town of Princetown.

MULTIPLE RESIDENCE — A building or parcel of land having four or more dwelling
units.

NEWSPAPERS — Includes inserts.   [Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995]

NONRESIDENCE — Any building or parcel of land not used as a residence or a multiple
residence.

PERSON — Any individual, partnership, association, firm, corporation, company, or any and
all combinations acting in concert.

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS — Solid waste consisting of newspapers, plastic containers,
metal containers, glass containers (only clear, green and brown glass containers), corrugated
cardboard, magazines, craft paper or brown paper bags, scrap metal, white goods, tires, yard
waste, milk and juice containers, and junk mail.   [Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995]

RESIDENCE — A building or parcel of land having three or fewer dwelling units.

RESIDENT — A person residing in a residence.

SOLID WASTE — All putrescible or nonputrescible materials or substances discarded or
rejected as being spent, useless, worthless or in excess to the owners at the time of such
discard or rejection, including but not limited to garbage, refuse, industrial and commercial
waste, yard and agricultural waste, rubbish, ashes, contained gaseous material, incinerator
residue, demolition and construction debris, discarded automobiles, offal and sludges from air
or water control facilities, but not including sewage and other highly dilute water-carried
materials or substances and those in gaseous form.

UNSEPARATED RECYCLABLE MATERIALS — Recyclable materials, as specified
herein, that are mixed with other solid waste.  

§ 143-10. Recyclables.

A. It shall be the responsibility of all persons in the Town to source-separate recyclable
materials when placed out for collection. If haulers require this, these recyclables shall be
prepared in the following manner:  [Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995;
7-31-1997 by L.L. No. 2-19974 ]

(1) Prior to placement for collection and removal, glass and metal containers shall be
clean and all contents shall be removed therefrom; caps shall be removed; paper
labels shall be removed from metal containers. Cans must be flattened with ends
inserted inside.

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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(2) Newspapers for collection shall be placed in containers or secured in such a
manner as to be clean and dry.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to collect and dispose of solid waste which consists of
recyclable materials combined with other forms of solid waste.

C. All persons owning or otherwise responsible for the management of nonresidences and
multiple residences shall provide for the separate collection of recyclables as
distinguished from other forms of solid waste.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of recyclable solid wastes within the Town
at other than an authorized collection center or collection service.

§ 143-11. Nonrecyclable solid waste.

Nonrecyclable solid waste shall be placed in clear plastic bags. Scavenging within the Town
of Princetown is prohibited.

§ 143-12. Enforcement.

A. The Superintendent of Highways and any other person designated by the Board shall be
authorized to inspect solid waste left for collection, loads of solid waste being transported
within the Town of Princetown, and solid waste being disposed of at the designated
transfer facility, for the purpose of determining if any person has failed to comply with
provisions of any section of this article.  [Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995]

B. The Superintendent of Highways and any other person designated by the Board shall be
authorized to turn away and deny access to any person delivering a load of solid waste
which includes or contains recyclable materials to the designated transfer facility.
[Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995]

C. Violation of §§ 143-10 and 143-11 of this article shall be punishable as follows:

(1) For a first conviction: a fine of not less than $50.

(2) For a second conviction: a fine of not less than $100.

(3) For a third conviction: a fine of not less than $200.

(4) After a third conviction, said person, firm or corporation shall be denied the use of
the designated transfer facility.  [Amended 4-17-1995 by L.L. No. 1-1995]

§ 143-13. Effective date. 5

This article shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State.

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Chapter 150

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
 
 § 150-1. Findings. § 150-11. Design and performance

 standards; sediment controls. § 150-2. Purpose.
§ 150-12. Water quality standard.  § 150-3. Statutory authority.
§ 150-13. Erosion and sediment control § 150-4. Applicability.
 inspection.

 § 150-5. Definitions.
§ 150-14. Project completion. 

 § 150-6. Review and approval.
§ 150-15. Inspection of stormwater

§ 150-7. Stormwater pollution facilities after project
 prevention plan contents.  completion.
§ 150-8. Plan certification. § 150-16. Performance guarantee. 
 § 150-9. Contractor certification. § 150-17. Retention of licensed/certified
§ 150-10. SWPPP review and  professional; payment.
 amendment. § 150-18. Enforcement; penalties for

offenses.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 4-11-2006 by L.L.
No. 3-2006. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Subdivision of land — See Ch. 160.
Street and drainage standards — See Ch. 155.

§ 150-1. Findings.

It is hereby determined that:

A. Uncontrolled drainage and runoff associated with land development has a significant
impact upon the health, safety and welfare of the community.

B. Eroded soil endangers water resources by reducing water quality and causing the silting
of streams, lakes and other water bodies adversely affecting aquatic life.

C. Stormwater runoff and sediment transports pollutants such as heavy metals,
hydrocarbons, nutrients and bacteria to water resources, degrading water quality.

D. Eroded soil necessitates repair and accelerates the maintenance needs of stormwater
management facilities.

E. Clearing, grading and altering natural topography during construction tends to increase
erosion.
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F. Improper design and construction of drainage facilities can increase the velocity of
runoff, thereby increasing stream-bank erosion and sedimentation.

G. Impervious surfaces increase the volume and rate of stormwater runoff and allow less
water to percolate into the soil, thereby decreasing groundwater recharge and stream base
flow.

H. Improperly managed stormwater runoff can increase the incidence of flooding and the
severity of floods that occur, endangering property and human life.

I. Substantial economic losses can result from these adverse impacts.

J. Stormwater runoff, soil erosion and nonpoint-source pollution can be controlled and
minimized through the regulation of land development activities.

§ 150-2. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to safeguard persons, protect property and prevent damage to
the environment in the Town of Princetown, New York. This chapter will also promote the
public welfare by guiding, regulating and controlling the design, construction, use and
maintenance of any land development activity as it relates to erosion and sedimentation
control and stormwater management. This chapter seeks to meet these purposes by achieving
the following objectives:

A. Meet the requirements of minimum control measures 4 (construction site stormwater
runoff control) and 5 (post-construction stormwater management) of the State Pollution
Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from
Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer Systems (MS4s), Permit GP-0-10-002, or as
amended or revised.1

B. Require land development activities to conform to the substantive requirements of the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (SPDES) General Permit for
Construction Activities, GP-0-10-001, or as amended or revised.2

C. Minimize soil erosion and sedimentation impacts on streams, water bodies and
neighboring properties.

D. Avoid excessive and/or unnecessary tree and vegetation removal.

E. Minimize windblown soil associated with properties being cleared and graded for
development.

F. Maintain the integrity of watercourses and sustain their hydrologic functions.

G. Minimize increases in the magnitude and frequency of stormwater runoff to prevent an
increase in flood flows and the hazards and costs associated with flooding.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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H. Minimize decreases in groundwater recharge and stream base flow to maintain aquatic
life, assimilative capacity and water supplies.

I. Facilitate the removal of pollutants in stormwater runoff to perpetuate the natural
biological function of water bodies.

§ 150-3. Statutory authority.

In accordance with § 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, the
governing board of the Town of Princetown has the authority to enact local laws and amend
local laws for the purpose of promoting the health, safety or general welfare of the Town of
Princetown and for the protection and enhancement of its physical environment. The Town
Board may include in any such local law provisions for the appointment of any municipal
officer, employees or independent contractor to effectuate, administer and enforce such local
law.

§ 150-4. Applicability.

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, no person shall commence or perform any land
development activity, as defined herein, without the approval of a stormwater pollution
prevention plan (SWPPP) by the responsible board.

B. Applicants shall also obtain all other permits required by state, federal and local laws.
Whenever the particular circumstances of proposed land development activity require
compliance with special use, site plan or subdivision procedures of the Town of
Princetown, the responsible board shall integrate the requirements prescribed herein as
appropriate and determine the adequacy of the SWPPP.

C. Redevelopment projects interim strategy.

(1) Redevelopment projects, as defined herein, provide an opportunity to reduce
pollutant discharges and the rate as well as the amount of stormwater runoff
leaving the redevelopment site. However, the nature of the site, particularly in an
urban location, may impose constraints that prevent implementation of full
post-construction compliance.

(2) Every effort should be made to comply with the technical standards set forth in the
New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual, to comply with
post-construction water quality and quantity standards to the greatest extent
practicable. The SWPPP should address the design standards set forth in the New
York State Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide a rationale for
deviations from these standards where implementation is not feasible. To deviate
from the design standards, the following criteria must be met:

(a) No net increase in impervious surface or changes in hydrology.

(b) An increase in green space is planned.
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(3) Consideration shall be given to using rain gardens, pervious pavers, green roofs
and other low-impact development techniques to reduce stormwater impacts.

(4) Deviations from the New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual may
be accepted at the discretion of the responsible board, municipal official and/or
department.3

D. No SWPPP is required for the following exempt activities:

(1) Any emergency activity that is immediately necessary for the protection of life,
property or natural resources.

(2) Agricultural operations conducted as a permitted principal or accessory use,
including the construction of structures where the land disturbance is less than one
acre.

(3) Routine maintenance activities that disturb less than five acres and are performed
to maintain the original line and grade, hydraulic capacity or original purpose of a
stormwater management facility.

(4) Mining, as defined herein.

(5) The renovation/replacement of a septic system serving an existing dwelling or
structure.

(6) Normal lawn and landscaping activities/maintenance.

(7) Activities of an individual engaging in home gardening by growing flowers,
vegetables and other plants primarily for use by that person and his or her family.

(8) Silviculture activities. The harvest of timber in accordance with a forest
management plan prepared by a forest management professional. Activities include
selective cutting of timber, delimbing and trimming, felling, skidding, log haul
road construction and maintenance, loading, stacking and temporary storage prior
to transport from the site. (NOTE: One-time clear-cutting or the nonrecurring
practice of timber harvesting is not considered an exempt activity.)

(9) Selective cutting of trees, as defined herein, except log haul roads and landing
areas, are subject to this chapter. (Landing areas are cleared areas to which trees
are hauled for their storage before being transferred off site.)

(10) Repairs and maintenance of any stormwater management practice or facility.

§ 150-5. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

AGRICULTURE — The use of land for sound agricultural purposes, including farming,
dairy, horse boarding, pasturing, grazing, horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, timber

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

150:4 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 126 of 362



   
§ 150-5 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT § 150-5

harvesting, animal and poultry husbandry, and those practices necessary for the on-farm
production, preparation and marketing of agricultural commodities.

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL IN EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL (CPESC) — A
person who has received training and is certified by CPESC, Inc. to review, inspect and/or
maintain erosion and sediment control practices.

CLEARING — Any activity that removes the vegetative surface cover.

COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION — The initial disturbance of soils associated
with clearing, grading or excavating activities, or other construction activities.

EROSION — The wearing away of the land surface by action of wind, water, gravity or
other natural forces.

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN — A set of plans prepared by or under the
direction of a licensed/certified professional, indicating the specific measures and sequencing
to be used to control sediment and erosion on a development site during and after
construction.

GRADING — Excavation of fill, rock, gravel, sand, soil or other natural material, including
the resulting conditions therefrom.

LAND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY — Construction activity, including clearing, grading,
excavating, soil disturbance or placement of fill, resulting in land disturbance equal to or
greater than one acre. Also includes activities disturbing less than one acre of total land area
that are part of a larger common plan of development or sale, even though multiple separate
and distinct land development activities may take place at different times on different
schedules.

LICENSED/CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL — A person currently licensed to practice
engineering or landscape architecture in New York State or is a certified professional in
erosion and sediment control (CPESC).

MINING — Any excavation subject to permitting requirements of the State Department of
Environmental Conservation under the Mined Land Reclamation Law (Environmental
Conservation Law, Article 23, Title 27).

NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) — A permit application prepared and filed by an owner or
operator with the Department of Environmental Conservation as an affirmation that a
stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) has been prepared and will be implemented in
compliance with the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System General Permit for
Stormwater Runoff for Construction Activity (GP-02-01).

OPERATOR — The person, persons or legal entity which owns or leases the property on
which the construction activity is occurring.

PERIMETER CONTROL — A barrier that prevents sediment from leaving a site by filtering
sediment-laden runoff or diverting it to a sediment trap or basin.

PHASING — Clearing a parcel of land in distinct phases, with the stabilization of each phase
completed before the clearing of the next.
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PROJECT (MAJOR) — Any land development activity that disturbs one acre or more,
including all commercial, industrial or mixed-use development, as well as any residential
development consisting of buildings that contain two or more dwelling units, or any land
development activity not classified as a minor project. (The operator of a major project must
submit a SWPPP that addresses water quality and quantity controls in addition to erosion and
sedimentation controls.)

PROJECT (MINOR) — Any land development activity associated with a permitted
agricultural use or single-family residential construction/subdivision that disturbs between one
and five acres and is not discharging stormwater directly to a water body listed on the New
York State 2002 Section 303(d) list of impaired water bodies. (At present in Schenectady
County, Collins Lake is the only water body on the list due to phosphorous levels associated
with urban runoff.) (The operator of a minor project must submit a SWPPP that addresses,
erosion and sedimentation controls.)

REDEVELOPMENT — Refers to the construction or modification to any existing,
previously developed land such as residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, or road or
highway which involves soil disturbance.

SEDIMENT — Solid material, both mineral and organic, which is in suspension, is being
transported, has been deposited, or has been removed from its site of origin.

SITE — A parcel of land or a contiguous combination thereof, where grading work is
performed as a single unified operation.

SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT — A permit issued by the municipality for the construction
or alteration of ground improvements and structures for the control of erosion, runoff and
grading.

SLOPES (SEVERE) — Ground areas with a slope greater than 25%, covering a minimum
horizontal area of 1/4 acre or 10,890 square feet and a minimum horizontal dimension of 10
feet.

SLOPES (STEEP) — Ground areas with a slope greater than 15%, covering a minimum
horizontal area of 1/4 acre or 10,890 square feet and a minimum horizontal dimension of 10
feet.

STABILIZATION — Covering or maintaining an existing cover over soil. Cover can be
vegetative (e.g., grass, trees, shrubs, seed and mulch, or turf) or nonvegetative (e.g.,
geotextiles, riprap or gabions).

STABILIZATION (FINAL) — That all soil-disturbing activities at the site have been
completed and that a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of 80% has been
established or equivalent stabilization measures (such as the use of mulches or geotextiles)
have been employed on all unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent structures.

START OF CONSTRUCTION — The first land-disturbing activity associated with a
development, including land preparation such as clearing, grading and filling.
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FACILITY — One or a series of stormwater
management practices installed, stabilized and operating for the purpose of controlling
stormwater runoff.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OFFICER — An employee or officer designated by the
municipality to accept and coordinate the review of stormwater pollution prevention plans and
inspect stormwater management practices.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (SMPS) — Measures, either structural or
nonstructural, that are determined to be the most effective practical means of preventing flood
damage and preventing or reducing point-source or nonpoint-source pollution inputs to
stormwater runoff and water bodies.

WATERCOURSE — Any body of water, including but not limited to lakes, ponds, rivers,
streams and intermittent streams.

WATERCOURSE BUFFER — A horizontal distance 50 feet away from and parallel to the
high-water level of a watercourse.

WETLANDS — Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater
at a frequency or duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Wetlands include those areas determined to be wetlands by the United States Army Corps of
Engineers and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  

§ 150-6. Review and approval.

A. No application for a land development activity shall be approved until the responsible
board and/or department has received a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP)
prepared in accordance with the specifications contained herein.

B. For land development activity not subject to special permit, site plan or subdivision
requirements, the Town Engineer or designated agent shall review the SWPPP to
determine its completeness and conformance with the provisions herein. Within 30 days
of receipt of a SWPPP, the Town Engineer or designated agent shall make a
determination as to whether it is complete. If it is deemed incomplete, the applicant shall
be notified in writing as to the deficiencies in the plan and the requirements for
completeness.

(1) Within 30 days after receiving a complete plan, the Town Engineer or designated
agent shall, in writing:

(a) Approve the permit application;

(b) Approve the permit application subject to such reasonable conditions as may
be necessary to secure substantially the objectives of this regulation and issue
the permit subject to these conditions; or

(c) Disapprove the permit application, indicating the reason(s) and procedure for
submitting a revised application and/or submission.
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(2) Failure of the Town Engineer or designated agent to act on a complete original or
revised application within 30 days of receipt shall authorize the applicant to
proceed in accordance with the plans as filed unless such time is extended by
agreement between the applicant and the Town. Pending preparation and approval
of a revised plan, land development activities shall not be allowed to proceed.
Nothing herein shall relieve an applicant's need to obtain a building permit as
required by Town Code or file an NOI with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation.

C. For land development activity subject to special permit, site plan or subdivision
requirements, the responsible board shall incorporate the required SWPPP into the review
process, allowing for public review and comment on the SWPPP. The responsible board,
in consultation with the Town Engineer or designated agent shall determine the adequacy
of the SWPPP. For projects subject to subdivision requirements, preliminary plat
approval shall not be granted until the Planning Board has received a SWPPP prepared in
accordance with the specifications contained herein.

D. In its review of the plan, the responsible board or municipal official may consult with the
Town Engineer, the Schenectady County Soil and Water Conservation District, the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation or retain any other
licensed/certified professionals qualified in the review and/or design of stormwater
management and erosion control plans as are determined to be necessary to carry out the
review of an SWPPP. Payment for the services of such professionals shall comply with
§ 150-17 herein.

§ 150-7. Stormwater pollution prevention plan contents.

A. The SWPPP shall include the following:

(1) A written narrative identifying the project's scope, including the location, type and
size of the project.

(2) A site map construction drawing(s) for the project, including a general location
map. At a minimum, the site map should show the total site area; all
improvements; areas of disturbance, including all lawn and yard areas; areas that
will not be disturbed; locations of off-site material, waste, borrow or equipment
storage areas; and location(s) of stormwater discharge(s). The specific location(s),
size(s) and length(s) of each erosion and sediment control practice shall also be
shown. Site map construction drawings shall be at a scale no smaller than one inch
equal 100 feet.

(3) A natural resources map identifying existing vegetation; on-site and adjacent
off-site surface water(s), wetlands and drainage patterns that could be affected by
the construction activity; and existing and final slopes.

(4) A description of soil(s) present at the site along with any existing data that
describes the stormwater runoff characteristics at the site.
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(5) A construction phasing plan describing the intended sequence of construction
activities, including clearing and grubbing; excavation and grading; utility and
infrastructure installation; and any other activity at the site that results in soil
disturbance. Phasing shall identify the expected date on which clearing will begin,
the estimated duration of exposure of cleared areas, areas of clearing, installation
of temporary erosion and sediment control measures, and establishment of
permanent vegetation. Consistent with the New York Standards and Specifications
for Erosion and Sediment Control, there shall not be more than five acres of
disturbed soil at any one time without prior written approval from the Department
of Environmental Conservation.

(6) A description of the pollution prevention measures that will be used to control
litter, construction chemicals and construction debris from becoming a pollutant
source in the stormwater discharges.

(7) A description of construction and waste materials expected to be stored on site,
with updates as appropriate, and a description of controls to reduce pollutants from
these materials, including storage practices to minimize exposure of the materials
to stormwater and spill prevention and response.

(8) A description of the temporary and permanent structural and vegetative measures
to be used for soil stabilization, runoff control and sediment control for each stage
of the project from initial land clearing and grubbing to project closeout.
Depending upon the complexity of the project, the drafting of intermediate plans
may be required at the close of each season.

(9) The dimensions, material specifications (e.g., seeding mixtures and rates, types of
sod, kind and quantity of mulching) and installation details for all erosion and
sediment control practices, including the siting and sizing of any temporary
sediment basins. Temporary practices that will be converted to permanent control
measures shall be shown.

(10) An implementation schedule for staging temporary erosion and sediment control
practices, including the timing of initial placement and the duration that each
practice should remain in place.

(11) A maintenance schedule to ensure continuous and effective operation of the
erosion and sediment control practices, including estimates of the cost of
maintenance.

(12) Identification of the person or entities responsible for implementation of the
SWPPP for each part of the site.

(13) A description of structural practices to divert flows from exposed soils, store flows
or otherwise limit runoff and the discharge of pollutants from exposed areas of the
site to the degree attainable.

B. For major projects, the following shall also be provided:

(1) A site map/construction drawing(s) of each post-construction stormwater practice,
including a description of each post-construction stormwater control practice
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including specific location(s) and size(s), dimensions, material specifications and
installation details. The New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual
shall serve as the technical design standard. Deviations from this design manual
are permitted, subject to review and approval by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation within 60 business days of receipt of a completed
notice of intent (NOI).

(2) A hydrologic and hydraulic analysis for all structural components of the
stormwater control system for the applicable design storms.

(3) A comparison of post-development stormwater runoff conditions with
predevelopment conditions.

(4) Maintenance schedule to ensure continuous and effective operation of each
post-construction stormwater control practice.

§ 150-8. Plan certification.

The SWPPP shall be prepared by a licensed/certified professional. The SWPPP must be
signed by the professional preparing the plan and shall make the following certification:

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based
on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, of those persons
directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the
best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate and complete. I am aware that false
statements made herein are punishable as a class A misdemeanor pursuant to § 210.45
of the Penal Law." 

§ 150-9. Contractor certification.

The SWPPP must clearly identify the contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) that will implement
each stormwater and erosion control measure. All contractors and subcontractors identified in
the SWPPP shall sign a copy of the following certification statement before undertaking any
land development activity:

"I certify under penalty of law that I understand and agree to comply with the terms
and conditions of the SWPPP for the construction site identified in such SWPPP as a
condition of authorization to discharge stormwater. I also understand that the operator
must comply with the terms and conditions of the New York State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System ("SPDES") General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from
Construction Activities and that it is unlawful for any person to cause or contribute to
a violation of water quality standards." 

§ 150-10. SWPPP review and amendment.

A. The permittee shall amend the SWPPP whenever:
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(1) There is a significant change in design, construction, operation or maintenance
which may have a significant effect on the potential for the discharge of pollutants
to the waters of the United States, and which has not otherwise been addressed in
the SWPPP; or

(2) The SWPPP proves to be ineffective in:

(a) Eliminating or significantly minimizing pollutants from sources identified in
the SWPPP; or

(b) Achieving the general objectives of controlling pollutants in stormwater
discharges from permitted construction activity.

B. Additionally, the SWPPP shall be amended to identify any new contractor or
subcontractor that will implement any measure of the SWPPP.

C. Significant amendments or changes to the SWPPP, as outlined above in Subsection A,
may be subject to review and approval in the same manner as § 150-6 herein.

§ 150-11. Design and performance standards; sediment controls.

All land development activities shall be subject to the following design and performance
standards.

A. For the purpose of this chapter, the following documents shall serve as the official guides
and standards for stormwater management. Stormwater management practices in
accordance with these technical documents shall be presumed to meet the standards
imposed by this chapter.

B. Land development activities, as defined herein, including grading, erosion and sediment
control practices, and waterway crossings shall meet the design criteria set forth in the
most recent version of the "New York Standards and Specifications for Erosion and
Sediment Control" published by the Empire State Chapter of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society. For the design of post-construction stormwater management
practices, the technical standards are currently detailed in the publication "New York
State Stormwater Management Design Manual" published by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation.

C. Grading, erosion and sediment control practices and waterway crossings shall meet the
design criteria set forth in the most recent version of the "New York Standards and
Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control" published by the Empire State Chapter
of the Soil and Water Conservation Society. For the design of post-construction
structures, the technical standards are currently detailed in the publication "New York
State Stormwater Management Design Manual" published by the Department of
Environmental Conservation.

D. Cut and fill slopes shall be no greater than 2:1, except where retaining walls, structural
stabilization or other methods acceptable to the Town-designated licensed/certified
professional are used. Disturbed areas shall be restored as natural-appearing landforms
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and shall blend in with the terrain of adjacent undisturbed land. Abrupt, angular
transitions shall be avoided.

E. Clearing and grading shall be substantially confined to designated building envelopes,
utility easements, driveways and parking footprint. Clearing and grading techniques that
retain natural vegetation and drainage patterns, as described in the most recent version of
"Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control" referenced above, shall
be used to the satisfaction of the responsible board. No clearing or grading shall take
place within the established fifty-foot watercourse buffer area except to provide road
crossings where permitted.

F. Clearing, except that necessary to establish sediment control devices, shall not begin until
all sediment control devices have been installed and have been stabilized.

G. Phasing shall be required on all sites disturbing greater than 30 acres, with the size of
each phase to be established at plan review and as approved by the responsible board.
There shall not be more than five acres of disturbed soil at any one time without prior
written approval from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

H. The permittee shall initiate stabilization measures as soon as practicable in portions of
the site where construction activities have temporarily or permanently ceased, but in no
case more than 14 days after the construction activity in that portion of the site has
temporarily or permanently ceased. This requirement does not apply in the following
instances:

(1) Where the initiation of stabilization measures by the 14th day after construction
activity temporarily or permanently ceased is precluded by snow cover or frozen
ground conditions, stabilization measures shall be initiated as soon as practicable;

(2) Where construction activity on a portion of the site is temporarily ceased and
earth-disturbing activities will be resumed within 21 days, temporary stabilization
measures need not be initiated on that portion of the site.

I. The mere parking and moving of construction vehicles around the site does not constitute
construction or earth-disturbing activity. If the permittee is not diligently pursuing the
project toward completion as determined by the Town Code Enforcement Officer or
designated agent, he/she may issue a notice of violation (see § 150-18A) and stipulate
that the stabilization measures as outlined above shall be undertaken to prevent site
erosion.4

J. If seeding or another vegetative erosion control method is used, it shall become
established within 14 days, or the applicant may be required to re-seed the site or use a
nonvegetative option.

K. Special techniques that meet the design criteria outlined in the most recent version of
"Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control" shall be used to ensure
stabilization on steep slopes or in drainageways.

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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L. Soil stockpiles must be stabilized or covered at the end of each workday.

M. The entire site must be stabilized, using a heavy mulch layer or another method that does
not require germination to control erosion, at the close of the construction season.

N. Techniques shall be employed to prevent the blowing of dust or sediment from the site.

O. Techniques that divert upland runoff past disturbed slopes shall be employed.

P. Adjacent properties shall be protected by the use of a vegetated buffer strip in
combination with perimeter controls.

Q. In general, wetlands and watercourses should not be filled, graded or altered. The
crossing of watercourses should be avoided to the maximum extent practicable. When
protection of wetlands, watercourses, trees, steep slopes or other environmentally
sensitive area is required, the location shall be shown on the erosion control plan and the
method of protection during construction identified (e.g., silt fence, construction fence,
stakes, etc.). A vegetative buffer (25 feet minimum) shall be maintained between
disturbed areas and protected federal wetlands that are not proposed to be filled as part of
an Army Corps of Engineers wetlands permit. In the case of state-designated wetlands,
the one-hundred-foot adjacent area shall not be disturbed without a New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation permit.

R. Stabilization shall be adequate to prevent erosion located at the outlets of all pipes and
paved/riprap channels.

S. Sediment shall be removed from sediment traps or sediment ponds whenever their design
capacity has been reduced by 50%.

T. Development should relate to site conditions and disturbance of steep slopes avoided.
Grading should be minimized by utilizing existing topography whenever possible. Roads
and driveways shall follow the natural topography to the greatest extent possible.

U. In areas of severe slopes (exceed 25%), land-disturbing activities are not permitted. A
twenty-five-foot buffer must be maintained between any disturbed area and the top of
slopes 25% and greater.

§ 150-12. Water quality standard.

Any land development activity shall not result in:

A. An increase in turbidity that will cause a substantial visible contrast to natural conditions;

B. An increase in suspended, colloidal and settleable solids that will cause deposition or
impair the waters for their best uses; or

C. Residue from oil and floating substances, nor visible oil film or globules of grease.
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§ 150-13. Erosion and sediment control inspection.

A. Construction inspection.5

(1) The Town Code Enforcement Officer or designated agent may require such
inspections as necessary to determine compliance with this chapter and may either
approve that portion of the work completed or notify the applicant wherein the
work fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter and the SWPPP as
approved. To obtain inspections, the applicant shall notify the Code Enforcement
Officer or designated agent at least 48 hours before the following, as required by
the SWPPP:

(a) Start of construction and initial installation of sediment and erosion controls.

(b) Installation of sediment and erosion measures as site clearing and grading
progresses.

(c) Completion of site clearing.

(d) Completion of rough grading.

(e) Completion of final grading.

(f) Close of the seasonal land development activity.

(g) Completion of final landscaping.

(2) If any violations are found, the applicant and developer shall be notified in writing
of the nature of the violation and the required corrective actions. Corrective actions
may include the repair/restoration of off-site impacts. Depending upon the severity
of the violation, in certain circumstances no further work shall be conducted except
for site stabilization until any violations are corrected and all work previously
completed has received approval by the Town Code Enforcement Officer or
designated agent.

B. The operator shall have a licensed/certified professional conduct an assessment of the site
prior to the commencement of construction and certify in an inspection report that the
appropriate erosion and sediment controls described in the SWPPP have been adequately
installed or implemented to ensure overall preparedness of the site. Following the
commencement of construction, site inspections shall be conducted by a licensed/certified
professional at least every seven calendar days and within 24 hours of the end of a storm
event 0.5 inches or greater. The purpose of such inspections will be to determine the
overall effectiveness of the plan and the need for additional control measures. During
each inspection, the licensed/certified professional shall record the following information:

(1) On a site map, indicate the extent of all disturbed site areas and drainage pathways;
indicate site areas that are expected to undergo initial disturbance or significant site
work within the next fourteen-day period;

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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(2) Indicate on a site map all areas of the site that have undergone temporary or
permanent stabilization;

(3) Indicate all disturbed site areas that have not undergone active site work during the
previous fourteen-day period;

(4) Inspect all sediment control practices and record the approximate degree of
sediment accumulation as a percentage of the sediment storage volume;

(5) Inspect all erosion and sediment control practices and record all maintenance
requirements such as verifying the integrity of barrier or diversion systems and
containment systems. Identify any evidence of rill or gully erosion occurring on
slopes and any loss of stabilizing vegetation or seeding/mulching. Document any
excessive deposition of sediment or ponding water along barrier or diversion
systems. Record the depth of sediment within containment structures, any erosion
near outlet and overflow structures, and verify the ability of rock filters around
perforated riser pipes to pass water; and

(6) All deficiencies that are identified with the implementation of the SWPPP.

C. A copy of the NOI and a brief description of the project shall be posted at the
construction site in a prominent place for public viewing. A copy of the SWPPP shall be
retained at the site of the land development activity during construction from the
beginning of construction activities to the date of final stabilization. The SWPPP and
inspection reports are public documents that the operator must make available for
inspection, review and copying by any person within five business days of the operator
receiving a written request by such person to review the SWPPP and/or the inspection
reports. Copying of documents will be done at the requester's expense.

D. The operator shall maintain a record of all inspection reports in a site log book. The site
log book shall be maintained on site and be made available to the Town upon request.
The operator shall post at the site, in a publicly accessible location, a summary of the site
inspection activities on a monthly basis.

E. The Code Enforcement Officer or designated agent shall enter the property of the
applicant as deemed necessary to make regular inspections to ensure the validity of the
reports filed under Subsection D above.6

§ 150-14. Project completion.

A. Inspections of stormwater management practices (SMPs). The Town Code Enforcement
Officer or designated agent is responsible for conducting inspections of stormwater
management practices (permanent water quantity/quality improvement structures). All
operators are required to submit "as-built" plans certified by a licensed/certified
professional for any permanent stormwater management practices located on site after
final stabilization. [NOTE: "Final stabilization" means that all soil-disturbing activities at
the site have been completed and a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of

6. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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80% has been established or equivalent stabilization measures (such as the use of
mulches or geotextile mats) have been employed on all unpaved areas and areas not
covered by permanent structures.] Operators shall also provide the owner(s) of such
structure(s) with a manual describing the operation and maintenance practices that will be
necessary in order for the structure to function as designed. The operator must also
certify that the permanent structure(s) have been constructed as described in the SWPPP.
This certification can be accomplished by providing to the Town a copy of the notice of
termination (NOT) filed with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC).7

B. All certified as-built plans, lands, structures and/or appurtenances to be dedicated to the
Town shall be reviewed, inspected and approved by the Town Engineer or designated
agent prior to Town acceptance.

C. Notice of termination (NOT). Upon certification by the operator's licensed/certified
professional that a final site inspection has been conducted and that final stabilization has
been accomplished and all stormwater management practices have been constructed as
described in the SWPPP, the operator shall complete and file a notice of termination as
prescribed by the New York State DEC and file a copy with the Town to notify the
Town that the operator has complied with Subsection A and that the project is complete.

§ 150-15. Inspection of stormwater facilities after project completion.

Inspection programs shall be established on any reasonable basis, including but not limited to
routine inspections; random inspections; inspections based upon complaints or other notice of
possible violations; and joint inspections with other agencies inspecting under environmental
or safety laws. Inspections may include, but are not limited to, reviewing maintenance and
repair records; sampling discharges, surface water, groundwater, and material or water in
drainage facilities; and evaluating the condition of drainage control facilities and other
stormwater management practices.

§ 150-16. Performance guarantee.

A. Construction completion guarantee. The applicant or developer may be required to
provide, prior to construction, a performance bond, cash escrow or irrevocable letter of
credit, from an appropriate financial or surety institution, which guarantees satisfactory
completion of the project and names the Town of Princetown as the beneficiary. The
security shall be in an amount determined by the Town of Princetown, based on
submission of final design plans, with reference to actual construction and landscaping
costs. The performance guarantee shall remain in force until the surety is released from
liability by the Town of Princetown, provided that such period shall not be less than one
year from the date of final acceptance or such other certification that the facilities have
been constructed in accordance with the approved plans and specifications and that a
one-year inspection has been conducted and the facilities have been found to be

7. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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acceptable to the Town. Per annum interest on cash escrow deposits shall be reinvested
in the account until the surety is released from liability.

B. Maintenance guarantee. Where stormwater management and erosion and sediment
control facilities are to be operated and maintained by the developer or by a corporation
that owns or manages a commercial or industrial facility, the developer, prior to
construction, may be required to provide the Town of Princetown with an irrevocable
letter of credit from an approved financial institution or surety to ensure proper operation
and maintenance of all stormwater management and erosion control facilities, both during
and after construction and until the facilities are removed from operation. If the
developer or landowner fails to properly operate and maintain stormwater management
and erosion control facilities, the Town may, upon notification, draw upon the account to
cover the costs of proper operation and maintenance, including engineering and
inspection costs.

§ 150-17. Retention of licensed/certified professional; payment.

A. The responsible board or municipal official is hereby authorized to retain
licensed/certified professionals as are determined to be necessary to carry out the review
of a SWPPP or to make regular or final inspections of all control measures, lands,
structures and/or appurtenances to be dedicated to the Town in accordance with the
approved plan.

B. Payment for the services of such professionals is to be made from funds deposited by the
applicant with the Town in escrow accounts for such purposes.

C. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to submit to the Town certified check(s) in
amounts equal to the estimate of the licensed/certified professional for the cost of
services to be rendered. Estimates shall reflect reasonable costs at prevailing rates. The
Town shall make payments to said professional for services rendered to it upon
acceptance by the Town of said service.

§ 150-18. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. Notice of violation. The operator and all contractors and subcontractors must comply
with all conditions of a SWPPP submitted pursuant to this chapter. In the event that the
Town determines that a land development activity is not being carried out in accordance
with the requirements of this chapter, the Code Enforcement Officer may issue a written
notice of violation to the operator/landowner, applicant and all contractors/subcontractors
subject to the provisions of this chapter. The notice of violation shall contain:8

(1) The name and address of the operator/landowner, developer or applicant;

(2) The address of the site or a description of the building, structure or land upon
which the violation is occurring;

(3) A statement specifying the nature of the violation;

8. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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(4) A description of the remedial measures necessary to bring the land development
activity into compliance with this chapter, and a time schedule for the completion
of such remedial action; and

(5) A statement of the penalty or penalties that can be assessed against the person to
whom the notice of violation is directed.

B. Within 15 days of notification of violation (or as otherwise provided by the Town), the
violator shall take the remedial measures necessary to bring the land development
activity into compliance with this chapter.

C. Stop-work order. The Town Code Enforcement Officer may issue a stop-work order for
violation of this chapter. Persons receiving a stop-work order shall be required to halt all
land development activities, except those activities that address the violation(s) identified
in the stop-work order. The stop-work order shall be in effect until the Town confirms
that the land development activity is in compliance and the violation has been
satisfactorily addressed. Failure to address a stop-work order in a timely manner may
result in civil, criminal and/or monetary penalties in accordance with this chapter.9

D. Penalties. Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and each day during which any violation of any of the
provisions of this chapter is committed, continued or permitted shall constitute a separate
offense. Upon conviction of any such violation, such person, partnership or corporation
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $250 for each offense. In addition to any
other penalty authorized by this section, any person, partnership or corporation convicted
of violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be required to bear the expense of
such restoration. To the extent that the noncompliance with this chapter constitutes a
violation of the Clean Water Act and the Environmental Conservation Law, there may be
substantial criminal, civil and administrative penalties, depending upon the nature and
degree of the offense.

E. Withholding certificate of occupancy. If any building or land development activity is
installed or conducted in violation of this chapter, the Town Code Enforcement Officer
may prevent the occupancy of said building or land.10

9. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

10. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Chapter 155

STREET AND DRAINAGE STANDARDS
 
 § 155-1. Intent; word usage. § 155-11. Dedication. 

§ 155-2. Short title.  § 155-12. Miscellaneous requirements.

 § 155-3. Definitions.  § 155-13. Drainage standards.

§ 155-4. Applicability.  § 155-14. Professional fees.

§ 155-5. Classification of streets. § 155-15. Enforcement. 

 § 155-6. General requirements.  § 155-16. Penalties for offenses.

§ 155-7. Special requirements for § 155-17. Conflict. 
 completion of application.  Highway and Drainage
§ 155-8. Preliminary plan submission. Standards
§ 155-9. Requirements for final street  Highway, Catch Basin and
 plan subdivision. Storm Sewer Details
§ 155-10. Final approval of street. 

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 3-1-2009 by L.L.
No. 2-2009. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Flood damage prevention — See Ch. 70. Subdivision of land — See Ch. 160.
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Zoning — See Ch. 200.
Stormwater management — See Ch. 150.

§ 155-1. Intent; word usage.

A. Intent. The purpose of this chapter is to regulate the laying out of streets, thoroughfares,
anchor highways, and to outline the sequence of steps in connection with street
construction and approval in the Town of Princetown, Schenectady County, New York,
in order to ensure that such streets are designed and installed in accordance with proper
engineering and construction practices.

B. Word usage.

(1) Wherever used in this chapter, the word "street" shall be construed to include, but
is not limited to, a thoroughfare, highway or road, whether the same be public or
private.

(2) Wherever used in this chapter, words in the singular number include the plural,
and words in the plural number include the singular.

(3) The word "shall" is mandatory and not directory. Words used in the present tense
include the future.
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§ 155-2. Short title.

This chapter shall hereafter be known and cited as "The Street and Highway Law" of the
Town of Princetown.

§ 155-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

APPLICANT — Any person, persons, firm, corporation, partnership or association who or
which shall submit plans and related information for construction of a street to the Town for
approval.

BASE COURSE — An asphalt concrete street paving foundation prepared and installed in
accordance with specifications of the Highway and Drainage Standards.1

BINDER COURSE — An asphalt concrete street paving course prepared and installed in
accordance with specifications of the Highway and Drainage Standards.

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR — An individual or individuals or firm who shall be
employed by the Town of Princetown to perform inspections during construction of a street to
ensure that the street is properly completed.

CORE SAMPLE — A specimen of the street subbase and paving material, taken at the
direction of the Highway Superintendent or Town Engineer, to verify the depth and type of
materials placed.

CUL-DE-SAC — A street closed at one end.

DEDICATION — The acceptance by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of
Princetown of a parcel of land offered by an applicant for public purposes.

DEED — A conveyance of realty, by written document signed by the grantor, whereby title
to realty is transferred from one party to another.

DEVELOPER — Any person, persons, firm, corporation, partnership or association who or
which shall directly or indirectly undertake to construct a street, excepting the Town of
Princetown.

DRY SEWER/WATER — Sanitary sewer or water distribution lines installed in areas
beyond workable distance from existing public facilities, to be connected to public facilities
when they become available.

EASEMENT — A right granted by the owner of a parcel of real property to another party for
use of all or part of the parcel for a specific use. Easements granted to the Town of
Princetown for utilities or access shall be permanent easements.

FINAL DESIGN APPROVAL — The approval of the Town of final plans and details for
construction of a street. The approval shall be issued in the form of final plans signed by the

1. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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Town Superintendent of Highways or his designee; where a proposed street is part of a
subdivision proposal, the signatures of the Chairman of the Planning Board and the
Superintendent of Highways on the final subdivision plan shall constitute final design
approval. Final design approval shall not constitute acceptance of a street by the Town of
Princetown.

GEOTEXTILE — An engineered fabric installed in accordance with specifications of the
Highway and Drainage Standards.2

HIGHWAY AND DRAINAGE STANDARDS — The Town of Princetown Highway and
Drainage Standards as currently in existence or as subsequently revised.3

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT — The Town of Princetown Superintendent of Highways,
his designee, or the designee of the Town Board.

NGVD — National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929.

OFFICIAL HIGHWAY MAP — The Town of Princetown Official Highway Map, if
presently existing, or as subsequently adopted or amended.

PROJECT BOUNDARY LINES — The limit of grading, clearing or other disturbance of the
land necessary for the installation of a street and related improvements.

PROJECT ENGINEER — An engineer licensed to practice under the laws of the State of
New York, who shall be employed by an applicant or developer to design a street and related
improvements and to supervise their installation.

R.O.W. or RIGHT-OF-WAY — That parcel of land which will contain a proposed street.

STREET — A traveling way intended for vehicular use, which provides access and frontage
to abutting properties.

SUBBASE — A gravel street foundation layer prepared and installed in accordance with the
specifications of the Highway and Drainage Standards.4

SUBGRADING — Grading of a street right-of-way or easement in preparation for placement
of utilities and street subbase and pavement materials.

TOP COURSE — The final layer of asphalt or concrete street paving material prepared and
installed in accordance with the specifications of the Highway and Drainage Standards.

TOWN — The Town of Princetown.

TOWN ENGINEER — A registered professional engineer or engineering firm retained by
the Town of Princetown for project review and/or inspection services.

2. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.

3. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.

4. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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UTILITIES — All storm sewer, sanitary sewer, water distribution, gas, electric power,
telephone, cable television, and similar services, designed and installed with the intent to serve
the general public.  

§ 155-4. Applicability.

A. Effective date. This chapter shall apply to all streets constructed or improved after the
effective date of this chapter, whether the same be public or private.

B. Exceptions. The exceptions to the application of the provisions of this chapter are for
those streets constructed or improved by the Town of Princetown.

C. Variances. The Zoning Board of Appeals may grant variances to the provisions of this
chapter when its enforcement would entail practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship
for an applicant or where the circumstances of the applicant's case do not require the
proposed structure to be related to existing or proposed highways. The Zoning Board of
Appeals may make any reasonable exception to this chapter and allow alternatives to a
standard street, subject to conditions that will protect the interest of the Town with
respect to future highway layout and needs. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider
the recommendations of the Planning Board on requests for variances to this chapter
before rendering its decision.

§ 155-5. Classification of streets.

A. Planning Board to classify. All proposed street locations shall be reviewed with the
Superintendent of Highways and the Planning Board prior to their final mapping and
design to provide for their classification.

B. Street types. Each street shall have one of the following classifications and meet the
requirements therefor:

(1) Type I. A local street in a proposed residential subdivision having an average lot
size of not less than 2 1/2 acres in area and no lots less than two acres, each lot
having a minimum street frontage of at least 200 feet and a minimum front yard
setback of 50 feet. On-street parking will be prohibited. The minimum width of the
paved surface of said street shall be 24 feet, measured from the back of the paved
shoulder to the back of the paved shoulder. The minimum width of the street
right-of-way shall be 50 feet. These widths shall be measured perpendicular to the
lot lines on tangents and on the radial line on curves.

(2) Type II. A commercial or other heavily traveled street where the traffic, both in
weight and volume, is anticipated to be appreciably greater than local residential
street traffic. The minimum width of the paved surface shall be 24 feet measured
from back of the paved shoulder to back of the paved shoulder. The minimum
width of the street right-of-way shall be 50 feet. These widths shall be measured
perpendicular to the lot lines on tangents and on the radial lines on curb.
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§ 155-6. General requirements.

A. All applicable regulations to be followed. Any developer desiring to construct a street or
improve any portion of an undedicated street shall follow the requirements of this
chapter, the Town of Princetown Highway and Drainage Standards,5 and rules and
regulations for installation of sanitary sewer lines and water systems as provided by the
Town Engineer. The developer shall also comply with all applicable federal, state and
local laws, rules and regulations, including but not limited to the State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA), freshwater wetlands permit regulations, and any
floodplain management laws.

B. Preliminary meeting before plan submittal. A preliminary meeting shall be scheduled by
the project engineer at the time that an application is filed with the Town. Parties in
attendance should include the Highway Superintendent, Town Engineer, Fire Warden,
Building Inspector and representatives of the Town Planning Board, National Grid,
telephone company, Princetown Cablevision, the developer and the project engineer. The
purpose of the meeting shall be to determine the requirements of all interested parties,
including design requirements, in order to obtain approval.

C. Construction before design approval prohibited. Any grading of land, installation of
utilities, cutting of trees or clearing of land, except as needed for surveying purposes,
prior to final design approval is prohibited.

D. Preconstruction meeting. Prior to the commencement of construction, a preconstruction
conference with the parties specified in Subsection B shall be held and shall include the
contractor, any subcontractor and the Town Engineer.

E. No building permits issued before road completed. No building permits shall be issued
until the provisions of § 155-10F of this chapter have been met.

§ 155-7. Special requirements for completion of application.

A. Written application. All applications for the construction or improvement of a street shall
be made in writing to the Town Planning Board, unless explicitly stated otherwise, any
such application shall be considered a proposal to offer said street for dedication at the
completion of construction.

B. Deeds.

(1) General requirements. All applications for dedication of a street shall be
accompanied by a warranty deed with lien covenant, conveying the proposed street
right-of-way to the Town in fee simple, without restrictions on use or ownership,
with all necessary releases from mortgages or other claimants, together with a
proper title search and tax search covering at least 40 years up to the time
application is made. All applications for the approval of private streets shall be
subject to the provisions of this subsection, excepting that the aforementioned deed
need not be conveyed to the Town of Princetown.

5. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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(2) Survey map. All streets and easements to be dedicated shall be deeded to the Town
of Princetown. Deeds to streets must clearly indicate the name of the street. An
individual deed will be required for each street and each easement. Each deed shall
be accompanied by an eight-and-one-half-inch by fourteen-inch map drawn to
scale clearly showing the proposed street or easement, with all boundary and other
dimensional information.

(3) Phased projects. If a street is part of a phased project, a separate deed for the
highway and related easements shall be presented for each phase section, with the
final phase section deed describing all previously presented deeds for the highway.

(4) Filing. The owner and/or developer shall have had the land comprising the street
surveyed and mapped by a licensed surveyor, and a stamped map thereof shall be
filed in the Schenectady County Clerk's office and a stamped copy filed with the
Town.

C. Streets to conform to Comprehensive Plan. The arrangement of any streets or highways
hereinafter laid out shall be in conformance with the Town Comprehensive Plan and all
Town and state subdivision regulations and laws and shall provide for the continuation of
the principal streets existing on the adjoining properties.

D. County approval. Approval in writing shall be obtained by the owner and/or developer
from the Schenectady County Superintendent of Highways regarding drainage and
access, where proposed streets or highways intersect county roads, for his permission to
connect said streets with such roads. A copy of said approval shall be submitted to the
Town.

E. State approval. Approval in writing shall be obtained by the owner and/or developer from
the New York State Department of Transportation regarding drainage and access where
proposed streets or highways intersect state highways. A copy of said approval shall be
submitted to the Town.

F. Design specifications. The design of the street shall conform to the following:

(1) Property lines. The property lines at all street corners shall be rounded or otherwise
set back sufficiently to allow a minimum radius on the property line of 25 feet.

(2) Design speed. The design speed of all streets shall be 30 miles per hour. Long,
straight sections shall be minimized so as to discourage speeding in residential
neighborhoods.

(3) Grades. The street plan of a proposed subdivision shall bear a logical relationship
to the topography of the property. Grades of streets shall conform as closely as
possible to the original topography. However, street grades shall not exceed 6%
nor be less than 1%. Street grades in excess of 6% but at no time greater than 10%
may be constructed, at the discretion of the Superintendent of Highways, providing
there is a second means of ingress and egress on an accepted street with grades
less than 6%. Particular attention shall be given to street design at intersections.
Approach grades shall not exceed 3% within 120 feet of the street right-of-way
line intersected and shall not exceed 1 1/2% within 40 feet of the right-of-way line
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intersected. Combinations of steep grades with curves of minimum radius should
not be used. Where the algebraic difference in street grades exceeds 2%, the grades
shall be connected by a vertical curve to produce a safe transition.6

(4) Horizontal curves. Design of horizontal curves shall be in accordance with the
design criteria outlined in the AASHTO publication "A Policy on the Geometric
Design of Highways and Streets."

(5) Intersections. As far as practical, acute angles between streets at their intersections
are to be avoided. Where a deflection angle of more than 10° in a street line occurs
at any point between two intersecting streets, the connecting curve shall have a
radius of not less than 350 feet for feeder streets and 250 feet on local residential
streets for the inner street line. The outer street lines must be parallel to the inner
street lines. Minor or secondary street openings into county or state roads shall, in
general, be at least 500 feet apart.

(6) Monuments. Sufficient monuments shall be placed to properly reproduce each and
every street laid out. Street markers must be placed at all points of curvature and at
intervals not exceeding 500 feet on tangent lengths over 500 feet long. Monuments
shall be either granite with a cross cut in the top or concrete with a bronze plate or
flush galvanized pin set in the same. Monuments shall be four inches by four
inches at top and bottom, and four feet long (minimum size), and shall be placed at
such elevations as not to be distracting to the property or a danger to individuals or
animals but still be visible at all times for future reference. Monuments must be in
proper place at the time of final approval.

(7) Dead-end streets.

(a) Maximum length. The maximum length of any dead-end street shall be 1,500
feet.

(b) Culs-de-sac for Type I and II streets. Type I or Type II streets approved to
have one end permanently closed shall have, at the closed end, a cul-de-sac
having a minimum radius of at least 70 feet. Said cul-de-sac shall comply
with the Highway and Drainage Standards.7

(c) Cul-de-sac removal. When the construction of a new street results in the
extension of an existing street having a cul-de-sac, the developer shall submit
a plan for the removal of said cul-de-sac and the reestablishment of lawn and
driveway to existing properties. Approval of the removal of a cul-de-sac shall
be part of the street approval, and the actual performance of said work shall
be completed prior to the dedication of said street.

(8) Utilities to be underground. The developer shall have all proposed utilities which
are to cross rights-of-way or Town easements installed underground, without
expense to the Town. The utilities shall be installed prior to the preconstruction
conference held pursuant to § 155-6D of this chapter. Underground utilities shall

6. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

7. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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not be installed prior to the subgrading of the proposed street right-of-way, nor
after the placement of the subbase material. No utility poles, anchors or other
aboveground appurtenances shall be installed within, nor shall any utility wires
cross aerially over, any right-of-way or within any Town easement. If the Planning
Board approves the use of utility poles to service a development, such poles,
anchors and other associated aboveground wires and appurtenances shall be located
outside the limits of any and all rights-of-way and Town easements.

(9) Storm sewers and drainage. The installation of streets and storm sewers shall be in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter and the Highway and Drainage
Standards in effect at the time of construction.8

(10) Ditches, slopes and guide railing. Ditches shall be well rounded in accordance with
the standard drawings and shall be easily maintainable by adjacent landowners
using commonly available riding lawn mowers when such ditches are situated
adjacent to areas which are likely to be mown. Fill, fore and back slopes shall be
one on three or flatter, unless the Town Engineer determines that topographic
conditions make any of these impractical for particular highway portions. When
fore or fill slopes in excess of one on three are proposed, guardrail shall be
required in accordance with the standard drawings.

(11) Water mains. If water mains are required by the Planning Board, their installation
shall be under the supervision of the project engineer and in accordance with the
Town of Princetown Water Rules and Regulations (see Chapter 180, Water). The
final grade of all lots at their front property line shall be constructed prior to the
installation of any taps and curb shutoffs.

(12) Sanitary sewers. If sanitary sewers are required by the Planning Board, their
installation shall be under the supervision of the project engineer and in accordance
with standards and specifications provided by the Town Engineer.

(13) Dry water and sewer lines. In streets and highways beyond workable distance from
existing sanitary sewers or domestic water, dry sewers and/or water mains shall be
installed by the developer when directed by the Planning Board, without expense
to the Town, in accordance with requirements for sewer and water, as set forth in
Subsection F(11) and (12). The Planning Board may confer with the Town Board
in order to render a decision on dry utilities.

G. Coordination of utilities. The developer shall coordinate the layout of proposed electric
power, gas, telephone, cable television and other utilities not owned and maintained by
the Town with the respective utility companies and shall provide the Town Planning
Board with plans for these services when they are approved by the utility companies. All
such utility lines, or necessary conduits for street crossings for each utility, shall be
installed prior to placement of subbase material in the street right-of-way

H. Pavement and gravel base not to be disturbed. Once the subbase material is in place in
the street R.O.W., no open excavations or subsurface borings shall be made in the

8. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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portion of the R.O.W. to be paved without written permission from the Planning Board
or its respective designees.

I. Emergency access to be maintained. Access to and from any construction site at all times
must be maintained for use by emergency vehicles. Lack of proper emergency access
will be grounds for the stopping of all work on the site.

J. Developer to pay for Town engineering fees. The Town shall employ, at its discretion, an
Engineer and/or Construction Inspector to act as its agent for the purpose of assuring
satisfactory completion of improvements, except utilities not owned and maintained by
the Town, shown on the final design approval. The inspection provided for shall include,
but not necessarily be limited to, all grading, street improvements, drainage, stormwater
management systems and erosion control measures, and shall include core sampling of
the street upon completion. Samples shall be taken along the street at its beginning and
end points and at intervals of not greater than 500 feet or 1/3 the length of the street,
whichever distance is less. Additional samples may be required by the Town. Core
sample holes, if required by the Planning Board, Highway Superintendent or Town
Engineer, shall be filled with compacted hot, plant-mixed asphalt concrete of the same
specification as the course material.9

K. Engineering fees to be determined by Town. The Town will determine an amount
sufficient to defray the costs of such inspection, based on the hourly rate of its Engineer
and/or Construction Inspector and the estimate of the number of hours required for
inspection. The developer shall deposit said amount of monies with the Town Clerk in an
escrow account prior to final design approval. The Town shall pay the costs of inspection
from the monies on deposit in said account and shall return to the developer any such
monies, including interest on balance, in the account at the time of approval of the street,
provided that inspection costs have been paid. If the monies on deposit prove to be
insufficient for the costs of required construction and/or inspections, the Town shall
require that the developer deposit additional monies in an amount sufficient to cover the
costs of such additional inspections as may be required.

L. Notification required before construction commences.

(1) The developer shall notify the Town Engineer and/or Construction Inspector at
least 48 hours in advance of commencement of any work to be done on the street,
grading, drainage, stormwater management systems, erosion control measures or
other improvements which the developer has been informed will require inspection
and shall not proceed with such work unless the Town Engineer and/or
Construction Inspector is present. Any work undertaken without proper notification
and the presence of the Town's Engineer and/or Construction Inspector shall be at
the risk of the developer and shall not be accepted unless it is clearly shown to the
satisfaction of the Highway Superintendent and the Town Engineer to be in
compliance with approved plans and the Town Highway and Drainage Standards.10

9. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

10. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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(2) The Town Engineer and/or Construction Inspector shall immediately notify the
developer, the Planning Board and the Highway Superintendent of any
discrepancies observed in the course of inspecting the work. It shall be the
responsibility of the developer to correct any such deficiencies to the satisfaction
of the Construction Inspector, the Planning Board and the Highway
Superintendent.

(3) The Town Engineer and/or Construction Inspector shall not be responsible for
construction means, methods, techniques, sequences or procedures, or for safety
precautions and programs in connection with the construction, nor shall he be
responsible for the contractor's failure to carry out the construction in accord with
the approved drawings and specifications.

M. Traffic signs. Upon completion of the base course of pavement, and prior to final
approval of the street, the developer shall retain a qualified traffic safety engineer, who
will determine the number and type of traffic control signs and devices that are required
for the street and shall advise the developer of his determination. The developer shall
provide all required sign panels and posts and shall lay out and install the signs. The
developer shall have all other required traffic control devices installed at no expense to
the Town. Such signage shall be in conformance with the New York State Department of
Transportation "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices." Guide railing, where
required for highway ditch or culvert protection or as a general safety measure, shall be
placed and paid for by the owner/developer as specified by the Town Engineer.

N. Certificate of compliance.

(1) Upon completion of the construction or installation of facilities, the applicant shall
file a certificate of compliance with the Planning Board, stating that to the best of
his knowledge the street has been completed in accordance with the approved
drawings, specifications and addenda thereto, and the Highway and Drainage
Standards, insofar as storm sewer, paved areas and grading, or shall state any
defects of which he is aware.

(2) No building permits shall be issued on a proposed street until said certificate of
compliance has been filed.

§ 155-8. Preliminary plan submission.

A. Plan to be submitted to Planning Board. Prior to preparation of detailed plans, the
applicant shall submit to the Planning Board and the Town Highway Superintendent 12
copies of a preliminary plan of the proposed streets and related improvements, showing
location of existing streets, features of historic concern, vegetation, watercourses,
drainage ditches, wetlands and other natural features, and the location of the proposed
street and other improvements.

B. Initial review and classification. The Planning Board and Highway Superintendent shall
review the preliminary plat to ensure that it is in conformance with the Town Official
Highway Map, if such exists, and is otherwise properly laid out with respect to existing
streets, utilities, structures and natural features. The Planning Board and Highway
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Superintendent shall also determine the classification of the proposed street in accordance
with § 155-5 of this chapter, and the Planning Board shall notify the applicant of the
designated classification.

C. Determination of acceptability. The Planning Board shall, after review and receipt of
comments by other involved departments, notify the applicant as to the acceptability of
the preliminary plan. If the plan is unacceptable, the reasons therefor shall be stated.

§ 155-9. Requirements for final street plan subdivision.

A. Plan. Seven copies of the final street plan shall be submitted to the Planning Board. The
final map shall be at a scale of one inch equals 50 feet or less and shall include:

(1) Adjacent property owned by applicant. All contiguous property owned by, leased
by, or under option to the applicant.

(2) Location map. A location plan at a scale of one inch equals 1,000 feet, showing
the general location of the property and all drainage areas tributary to, downstream
of, or otherwise affected by the proposed development. Orientation of the location
plan shall be the same as the development plan.

(3) Contours. Existing and proposed contours based on NGVD at vertical intervals not
greater than two feet. Contour intervals of less than two feet may be required by
the Planning Board where necessary.

(4) Features to be shown beyond project limits. Planimetric and topographic features
within and 200 feet beyond the project boundary lines.

(5) Special features. All watercourses, ditches, ponds, swamp areas, state-designated
freshwater wetlands, federal flood hazard zones, sites of historic significance,
slippage-prone areas, or any potential sensitive areas within or adjacent to the
proposed site. Any open space inventory maps prepared by the Princetown
Environmental Advisory Committee and on file should be referred to in order to
determine the presence of environmentally sensitive areas.

(6) Adjacent owners. All adjacent properties and owners.

(7) Bench marks. Bench mark of permanent nature related to NGVD. Where no bench
mark exists, one shall be installed in accordance with National Geodetic Survey
Standards.

(8) Soils information. Soil test locations and results to a depth of five feet below street
center-line elevation at any given point or to groundwater, whichever is less. Soil
tests shall be made along the center line of the proposed street at its beginning and
end points, and at intervals of not greater than 500 feet or 1/3 the length of the
street, whichever distance is less. Additional tests may be required by the Town
Engineer or Highway Superintendent.

(9) Limits of special districts. The limits of any special districts on the land being
served by the proposed street.
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(10) Street features. All existing and proposed streets or highways with necessary
survey data.

(11) Alignment and width. The exact alignment and width of streets.

(12) Details of connecting streets. Where a proposed street meets an existing street, the
right-of-way boundary lines and edges of pavement of the existing street and, if
applicable, the boundary lines of any street opposite the proposed street. Where the
existing street is less than 50 feet in width, the applicant shall dedicate to the Town
for public purposes a strip of land such that the boundary line of the land being
served by the proposed street is not less than 25 feet from the center line of the
existing street. It is the intent of this section that, where the land on both sides of
such an existing street is at present undeveloped, a strip of equal width shall be
granted from each side upon development, so that the final width of the street shall
be not less than 50 feet.

(13) Street names. The proposed names of all streets must be approved by the Planning
Board.

(14) Monuments. Location of permanent monuments along proposed street sufficient to
reestablish property lines.

(15) Profile. A center-line profile of the streets at a horizontal scale of one inch equals
50 feet or less and a vertical scale of one inch equals five feet or less, which shall
show the original surface, finished grade and other pertinent information.

(16) Water and sewer lines. Existing and proposed water, sanitary and storm sewer
lines, including all pipe sizes and types, top of frame and invert elevations of
manholes and catch basins, and pipe invert elevations at manholes, catch basins
and end points.

(17) Easements. Permanent easements for any and all utilities. Standard utility
easements shall be 30 feet in width.

(18) Cross sections. The standard cross section applicable for each type of street, as set
forth in the Town of Princetown Highway and Drainage Standards, as last
amended.11

(19) Approval block. A three-inch by three-inch block for Town approval and a
three-inch by six-inch block for State Health Department approval next to the title
box of said plans.

(20) Standard notes. The following standard notes:

(a) Development area contains _____ acres and lies within area zoned _____.

(b) No fore, fill or back slope shall exceed one vertical to three horizontal unless
prior approval has been granted by the Town Engineer. Fill and fore slopes

11. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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steeper than one on three shall require guide rail in accordance with the
standard drawings.

(c) All areas between the pavement edge and adjacent property, and all areas
within any utility easements, including any and all ditches or swales, shall be
graded to enable adjacent landowners to safely maintain such areas using
commonly available riding lawn mowers when such areas are located
adjacent to areas which are likely to be mown.

(d) Streets and storm sewers shall conform to the Town of Princetown Highway
and Drainage Standards.12

(e) Water mains and hydrants shall be installed, tested and accepted in
accordance with Town of Princetown standards and specifications. (NOTE:
To be used only if applicable.)

(f) Sanitary sewers shall be installed, tested and accepted in accordance with
Town of Princetown standards and specifications. (NOTE: To be used only if
applicable.)

(g) No sump pump, cellar or footing drains shall be connected to any sanitary
sewer.

(h) Buildings with basements or crawl spaces will be allowed only where cellar
drains or sump pump drain lines discharge directly to a storm sewer, junction
box, road ditch or other drainagecourse.

(i) Commercial buildings with roof drains will be allowed only when there is
direct access to a storm sewer catch basin, junction box or road ditch.

B. Other required submittals. In addition, a final submission to the Planning Board shall
include:

(1) Deeds for streets. Deeds to all proposed streets.

(2) Drainage report. A drainage report and stormwater management plan in accordance
with the Town of Princetown Highway and Drainage Standards, signed and
stamped by the project engineer with a statement that, in his best engineering
judgment, the system of drainage shown will function adequately and will not
adversely affect adjacent or downstream properties.

(3) Affidavit by owner. Affidavit by the owner and/or developer that he has searched
or caused to be searched all public records and the names of the adjoining owners
are correct as of the date of the map.

(4) Affidavit by surveyor. Affidavit by the surveyor that he has searched all available
public records and the limits and names of adjoining properties are correct as of
the date of the map.

12. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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(5) Water system approval. A copy of a letter from the Town Engineer stating that the
water distribution system shown on the final plan is acceptable.

(6) Deeds for easements. Complete description and executed deed by the owner of all
easements shown on the map.

(7) Sewer system approval. Copy of letter from the Town Engineer stating that the
sanitary sewer system shown on the final plan is acceptable.

(8) Traffic engineer approval. A statement from a licensed traffic engineer attesting to
the fact that the receiving streets are adequate to function at a satisfactory level of
service with the additional traffic generated by the proposed street and/or
development.

C. Planning Board review. Upon receipt of the proposed final plans prepared in accordance
with Subsection A and other documents as required by Subsection B, the Planning Board
shall notify the applicant in writing of the Planning Board's approval or disapproval of
the final plans; if plans and/or other submissions are not satisfactory, the Planning Board
shall state the reasons therefor. Final plans shall be forwarded to the Town
Superintendent of Highways for his signature, which shall constitute final design
approval of the street plan.13

D. Final design approval. Where proposed streets are submitted for approval in connection
with a proposed subdivision plan, the requirements of this chapter shall be deemed the
minimum requirements for approval of streets and utilities within the subdivision. The
signatures of the Chairman of the Planning Board and the Town Superintendent of
Highways on the subdivision plan shall constitute final design approval of the proposed
street.

§ 155-10. Final approval of street.

A. Determination of completeness. If in the opinion of the Town Superintendent of
Highways and the Planning Board the proposed street and related utilities have been
completed in accordance with the final design approval and Highway and Drainage
Standards, and the Town Engineer verifies that the construction he is responsible for
inspecting has been inspected and is in accordance with the final design approval and
Highway and Drainage Standards, and the applicant has filed a certificate of compliance
as provided in § 155-7N of this chapter, and the Town Engineer has found the related
sanitary, sewer and water distribution systems acceptable, and the applicant has deposited
with the Town a cash payment to cover the placement of the top course of asphalt
concrete pursuant to Subsection E of this section, and the applicant has paid all of the
engineering fees pursuant to § 155-7J of this chapter, the Planning Board shall so
document the opinions and facts in its minutes. Such documentation shall constitute the
final approval of such street.

13. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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B. Street to be complete before final approval. Before any street shall receive final approval,
the street shall be suitably improved up to and including the placement of the base course
of asphalt concrete in accordance with all applicable standards and specifications.

C. Core sampling required. Determinations for final approval of the pavement structure shall
be made from core samples taken upon the completion of the base course of pavement as
indicated in § 155-7J, if the road construction was completed without benefit of
inspection or if required by the Town Superintendent of Highways or Town Engineer.
The pavement shall be so constructed that the final compacted thickness is as near to the
approved thickness as is practical, and it shall be within the limits specified below.

(1) Residential streets. The total thickness of each individual core sample on local
residential streets shall not deviate by more than ±1/4 inch from the approved
pavement thickness.

(2) Commercial streets. The total thickness of each individual core sample on
commercial or feeder streets shall not deviate by more than ±1/2 inch from the
approved pavement thickness.

(3) Average thickness. The average thickness of all core samples taken on any street
shall be equal to or greater than the approved pavement thickness for that street.

D. Site stabilization. Prior to final approval of a street, the developer shall have stabilized all
soil surfaces as specified in Section 3.4 (Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Measures) of
the Town of Princetown Highway and Drainage Standards.14

E. Cash payment for top course. Upon completion and certification of the binder course of
pavement, and prior to receiving final approval of the street, the applicant shall deposit
with the Town a cash payment to cover the placement of the top course of asphalt
concrete. Said payment shall be nonrefundable and shall be of an amount sufficient to
cover the costs of raising of manholes, valves and catch basins, truing and/or leveling,
and top course of paving. The amount shall be determined by the Town. The Town shall
use these funds to complete or cause to be completed the necessary work at such time as
the Town deems appropriate.

F. No building permits issued until final approval. No building permits shall be issued on a
proposed street until the street receives final approval in accordance with this § 155-10.
Upon documenting that the street has received final approval in the Planning Board
meeting minutes, a copy of said minutes shall be sent to the Building Inspector with a
cover letter stating that building permits may be issued on the subject street. If at the
time of the request for a building permit the proposed road is not completed in
accordance with the final design approval, the Planning Board shall require that a cash
escrow sufficient to cover the cost of placing the base course of pavement, curbs and
other work if required, as estimated by the Town Engineer, and the deposit of monies as
required in Subsection E shall be furnished to the Supervisor or his designee by the
person seeking to obtain building permits only after demonstrating to the Highway
Superintendent and the Planning Board sufficient need to build prior to the completion of
the street as required in Subsection B. Such escrow shall be in a sufficient amount to

14. Editor's Note: The Highway and Drainage Standards are attached to this chapter.
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assure completion of the street within a specified period of time and shall empower the
Superintendent of Highways to utilize the monies so posted to complete the street if
needed. The Planning Board shall supply the escrow agreement with the assistance of the
Town Attorney. In no case shall a certificate of occupancy be issued for any building
until the base course of pavement is complete and the street is approved.

§ 155-11. Dedication.

A. Development to be completed. Upon receiving final approval as recorded in the Planning
Board minutes, and after the completion of all of the proposed residences and other
principal buildings which will use said street, the Town Board will conduct a public
hearing on whether to accept the subject street for dedication. After the conclusion of the
public hearing, the Town Board will consider the dedication of the street in accordance
with the applicable provisions of New York State Law.

B. Town Board discretion. The decision as to whether or not to accept a street for
dedication is within the sole discretion of the Town Board, and such dedication may be
denied if it is determined to not be in the public interest. By filing an application for
approval of a street pursuant to § 155-7 of this chapter, the applicant acknowledges that
the completion of a street meeting the requirements stated herein does not create any
obligation, expressed or implied, on the Town to accept the subject street for dedication.
Prior to acceptance of the street, the Town Board may in its discretion impose additional
requirements or conditions if, in its judgment, the public interest will be best served by
such requirements or conditions. Similarly, the Town Board may in its discretion accept
and dedicate a street notwithstanding that it does not conform to all of the provisions of
this chapter if, in its judgment, the public interest will be best served by such an action.
However, such an acceptance or dedication will be subject to such conditions as the
Town Board may impose.

§ 155-12. Miscellaneous requirements.

A. Permits required for street work. Before any work approved under the provisions of this
chapter is undertaken in an existing Town street R.O.W. by any developer or contractor,
a highway work permit must be obtained from the Superintendent of Highways.

B. Developer to repair damage. Any damage to an existing street occurring during the
course of development of lands adjacent to the street shall be the responsibility of the
applicant obtaining the building permit for the building that was the cause of such
damage and shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of Highways prior
to the issuance of a certificate for use of utilities or a certificate of occupancy. If such
damage occurs during the winter months, the developer shall post a cash escrow to cover
the cost of said repairs. Said escrow agreement shall specify a date by when such repairs
shall have been completed. If the repairs are not completed by the date specified, the
Superintendent of Highways shall have the authority to use the escrow monies to
complete the repairs.
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§ 155-13. Drainage standards.

Highway and drainage standards applicable in the planning or construction of a street may be
adopted from time to time by resolution of the Princetown Town Board, and any such
standards shall be administered in connection with the administration of this chapter.

§ 155-14. Professional fees.

During the administration of this chapter, the Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of
Appeals, Highway Superintendent and/or the Code Enforcement Officer may engage the
services of an engineer, architect, surveyor, attorney or other professional or expert as deemed
necessary to complete the review for a particular permit or project or incur costs as a result of
the enforcement of this chapter. The fees for such services will be paid by the Town, which
shall be reimbursed by the applicant or individual seeking relief. Applicants shall be billed on
a monthly basis for such charges by the Town Clerk as invoices are received by the Town. No
permit or project approval shall be granted to any person for any proposal until all outstanding
fees owed to the Town are paid in full.

§ 155-15. Enforcement.

A. The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the Planning Board and the Highway
Superintendent.

B. The provisions of this chapter may also be enforced by the Town in a court of competent
jurisdiction.

§ 155-16. Penalties for offenses.

A. Fines and imprisonment. Any person or persons, associations or corporations committing
an offense against this chapter, or any section or provision thereof, is guilty of a violation
and shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine not to exceed $250 or
imprisonment not exceeding 15 days, or both.

B. Continuing offenses. In the event of a continuing offense of any section or provision of
this chapter, each day such offense shall continue shall be a separate violation and
subject to a separate fine, imprisonment, or combination thereof.

C. Other civil penalties. In lieu of or in addition to any fine or imprisonment, or both,
imposed for a conviction of an offense of this chapter or provision, each such offense
may be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $250 to be recovered in an action or
proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction. Each day an offense continues shall be
subject to a separate civil penalty.

§ 155-17. Conflict.

The provisions of all local laws in conflict with the provisions of this chapter, insofar as the
same do conflict therewith, shall be, and the same are, hereby repealed.
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STANDARD HIGHWAY CROSS SECTIONS AND DETAILS 
 Pages A-1 through A-3, dated January 2009 
 
STANDARD CATCH BASIN AND STORM SEWER DETAILS 
 Pages A-4 through A-6, dated February 1988 
 
 
SECTION 1. REFERENCE TO SECTIONS. 
 
References made in these specifications to various sections of any state, federal or local law, 
regulation, publication, manual and/or standards shall mean that which is in effect at the time 
these specifications become effective, and as the same may be amended, revised and/or 
changed from time to time. All references to “Standard Specifications” herein shall mean the 
most recent version of the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) 
publication “Standard Specifications - Construction and Materials.” Reference to “AASHTO” 
means to applicable specifications, descriptions and standards published by the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 
 
 
SECTION 2. HIGHWAY STANDARDS. 
 
2.1 STANDARD HIGHWAY CROSS SECTIONS 
 
 a. All streets shall conform to the Standard Highway Cross Section Details (2 sheets). 
 
 b. A description of the various street classifications is presented in The Street and 

Highway Law of the Town of Princetown, § 155-5. 
 
 c. All utilities for lots shall be laid out as shown on the Typical Lot Utility Layout [See 

Standard Highway Cross Section Details (Sheet 2 of 2).] 
 
2.2 HIGHWAY SUBBASE AND PAVEMENT SPECIFICATIONS 
 
 a. Clearing and Grubbing — All clearing and grubbing shall be conducted in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 201 of the Standard Specifications. 
[Editor’s Note: (NYSDOT) publication “Standard Specifications - Construction and 
Materials.”] 
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 b. Highway Subgrade Preparation — The roadway shall be graded to properly shed 
water laterally at a cross slope equal to that of the pavement course to follow and 
compacted per Section 203-3.12 of the Standard Specifications. The entire street shall 
be graded to permit the proper installation of utilities and to provide for 
improvements; consideration being given to existing trees which do not interfere with 
such installations. All embankment and excavation work shall conform to Section 
203 of the Standard Specifications. 

 
  Prior to the placement of each course of material specified herein, the Town Engineer 

shall inspect and approve the roadway construction. The developer shall install all 
conduits required by any utility company prior to the placement of gravel subbase 
material at depths and locations required by the respective utility company. All work 
shall be performed in accordance with Section 206 of the Standard Specifications. 

 
 c. Gravel subbase material shall be furnished, placed and compacted in conformance 

with Section 304 of the Standard Specifications. The contractor shall select from 
Option A, B or C under the Subsection 304-1.02 “Optional Types” and notify the 
Town Superintendent of Highways or Town Engineer as to the option selected. 
However, the top six inches of such material, located immediately below the 
pavement, shall be placed in accordance with Option C of the above-referenced 
subsection. 

 
  Placement  —  The thickness and types of gravel subbase material to be used 

between the top of the subgrade and the bottom of the pavement shall be determined 
by the AASHTO Group Classification for Subgrade Soil, as follows: 

 
  1) For subgrade soil consisting of Groups A-1, A-2, A-3, proposed subbase 

thickness shall be 12 inches. 
 
  2) For subgrade consisting of Groups A-4 and A-5, subbase thickness shall be 18 

inches. 
 
  3) For subgrade soil consisting of Groups A-6 or A-7, proposed subbase thickness 

shall be 24 inches. Geotextile fabrics may be allowed where deemed equal to 
subbase as set forth in this section. Approval for use of same shall be in writing 
from the Town Engineer. All geotextile materials and installation shall be in 
accordance with Section 207 of the Standard Specifications. 

 
  If construction equipment or other traffic must ride on the exposed subgrade surface, 

that surface shall be graded higher than its final grade in accordance with Section 304 
of the Standard Specifications. Just prior to placing the pavement courses, the 
subbase shall be regraded to its final elevation in accordance with the Standard 
Specifications. 

 
 d. Asphalt Concrete Base and Binder Course - hot, plant-mixed shall be used to 

construct a base or binder pavement course in conformance with the Standard 
Specifications. 
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  1) Materials — See NYSDOT Standard Specifications Table 403-1, Composition of 
Hot Mix Asphalt Mixtures: 

    Type 1 — Base Course 
    Type 2 — Binder Course 
 
  2) Placement  —  The asphalt concrete base or binder course shall be laid out and 

rolled to a compacted thickness as follows: residential streets, three inches of 
binder and three inches of base and three inches of binder for Type III 
commercial or heavy traffic streets. The mixture shall be placed in accordance 
with Section 403-3 of the Standard Specifications. 

 
  Upon completion of placement of base and binder course, core samples shall be taken 

to verify depth of materials placed. Location and number of core samples shall be as 
determined by the Town Engineer. Cost for the core samples and reports shall be 
borne by the owner/developer. The core sample requirement may be waived by the 
Town Board in the event that continuous inspection of all aspects of road 
construction is performed by the Town Engineer or his representative and that a 
certification that construction was performed in compliance with this law is provided 
to the Board. 

 
  After acceptance of the base course by the Superintendent of Highways, placement of 

wearing surface shall commence after adequate time has elapsed for settlement to 
occur. The Town of Princetown shall direct and arrange for the placement of the 
wearing course pursuant to § 155-10E of the Street and Highway Law. In no event 
shall the wearing surface be placed prior to the base course being exposed for one 
winter period extending from November to April. All frames, grates, valve boxes and 
manholes shall be constructed at an elevation equal to the finish surface elevation of 
the base course material. 

 
 e. Asphalt Concrete Top Course - hot, plant-mixed shall be used to construct the top 

course in conformance with the Standard Specifications. 
 
  1) Materials — See NYSDOT Standard Specifications Table 403-1, Composition of 

Hot Mix Asphalt Mixtures: 
    Type 7 — Top Course 
 
  2) Placement  —  Prior to placement of the top course surface, frames, grates, valve 

boxes, and manholes shall be raised to the final surface elevation of the top 
course in accordance with the Standard Highway Cross-Section Details. 

 
  The asphalt concrete top course widths and thicknesses shall be in accordance with 

the Standard Highway Cross-Section Details. These mixtures shall be placed in 
accordance with Section 403 of the Standard Specifications. The wearing course shall 
be laid and rolled to a compacted thickness of 1 1/2 inches. 

 
 f. Bituminous Pavers — The outside (pavement edge) of the screed or strike-off 

assembly shall be modified to extrude pavement asphalt to the shape detailed by the 
Town Typical Cross Section. 
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  A minimum ten-ton static steel wheeled roller shall be used to obtain satisfactory 
compaction at the pavement edge. 

 
 g. Guide Railing — Corrugated beam guide railing shall be installed in accordance with 

Section 606 of the Standard Specifications. 
 
SECTION 3. DRAINAGE STANDARDS. 
 
3.1 GENERAL 
 
 a. Drainage Design Standards, as set forth in paragraph 3.2, shall be employed in the 

development of a Stormwater Management Plan for a proposed project. This plan 
will be considered an integral part of all project plans submitted for Town approval. 

 
 b. Storm Sewer Specifications, as set forth in paragraph 3.3, shall be employed in the 

final design and installation of the drainage facilities proposed in the Stormwater 
Management Plan. Detailed drawings for such facilities shall be considered an 
integral part of the final plans submitted for Town approval. 

 
 c. Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Measures, as set forth in paragraph 3.4, shall be 

incorporated into the final plans and employed during construction in order to 
minimize the degree of soil erosion and sedimentation caused by construction 
activity. 

 
3.2 DRAINAGE DESIGN STANDARDS 
 
 a. General  —  The Drainage Design Standards set forth in the following paragraphs are 

to be used as a guide in the preparation of a Stormwater Management Plan and the 
design of drainage facilities for a proposed project. This plan will consist of a map of 
the watershed(s) in which the project is situated, an analysis of anticipated runoff 
from the watershed(s), and method to provide for adequate conveyance and the 
proper discharge of the anticipated runoff quantities. 

 
 b. Off-Site Drainage Criteria  —  In general, the peak runoff flow rate of discharge from 

a proposed site after development shall not exceed the peak runoff flow rate that 
prevailed prior to development. In general, this requirement will necessitate the 
design and construction of detention/retention facilities of various types. Such 
facilities may include rooftop storage, parking lot storage, subsurface seepage pits, 
and detention/retention basins. Reference is made to paragraph 3.2f for design criteria 
of such facilities and the latest revision of the NYS Stormwater Design Manual. 

 
 A peak runoff flow rate entering the proposed site from an upper portion of the 

watershed(s) shall be incorporated into the Stormwater Management Plan for the 
proposed site. However, it may be assumed that this flow rate will not increase in the 
future as upper portions of the watershed are developed. If this assumption is not made, 
and therefore added capacity within the drainage facilities of the proposed site is 
provided, then such capacity should be so stated in the Stormwater Management Plan. 
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 For purposes of calculating peak runoff flow rates for the design of drainage facilities, a 
ten-year storm frequency return period shall be used. Provisions for overflow of facilities 
shall be made for protection against loss of life and damage to personal property for 
storms having less frequent return periods of up to 100 years. Calculations shall be based 
on any of the recognized methods commonly used to calculate stormwater runoff. 

 
 c. Design of Storm Sewers, Culvert Pipes and Open Channels  —  The Town Standard 

Road Cross Sections require an open drainage system. A closed drainage system will 
require a variance from the Town Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
  1) Pipe Sizing —  Pipe shall be sized for peak flows resulting from a ten-year storm 

without surcharging. The minimum pipe diameter for sewers shall be 12 inches. 
All pipes shall be designed for a three feet/second minimum velocity when 
flowing full and an eight feet/second maximum velocity when flowing full. 

 
  2) Pipe Placement  —  Horizontal alignment shall be in accordance with Standard 

Highway Cross-Section Details. Vertical alignment shall provide for a minimum 
cover of 2 1/2 feet. When pipe sizes of different diameters enter a catch basin at a 
straight-through grade condition, crown elevations of pipe shall be matched. 

 
  3) Catch Basin Placement  —  Where a closed drainage system variance is approved 

by the ZBA, the distance which water is allowed to run in open gutter flow along 
streets shall not exceed 300 feet. A shorter distance than this maximum limit may 
be necessary due to site-specific conditions. Catch basins shall be placed at all 
street intersections. Catch basins shall not be located within 20 feet of any 
driveway. 

 
   The installation of all catch basins shall be in accordance with Standard Highway 

Cross-Section Details (Sheets 1 and 2). 
 
  4) Sump Pump Collector System  —  Roof and cellar drainage is to be directed 

away from the street by acceptable means or into the roadside ditch. If a closed 
drainage system variance is granted, a sump pump collector system shall provide 
a point of connection for the sump pump discharge line of each house or building 
as required. This point of connection shall consist of a junction box and lateral as 
detailed on Standard Highway Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2 of 2). Laterals may 
also be installed directly into catch basins in instances where the catch basin is 
located on the same side of the street and in front of the property to be served. 
Junction boxes shall be interconnected with six-inch diameter gravity collector 
pipe. Placement of collector pipe and junction boxes shall be in accordance with 
Standard Highway Cross-Section Details. Collector pipe shall have a minimum 
slope of 0.50%, a minimum cover of 2.5 feet, and shall be connected into the 
storm sewer system at catch basins (or storm, manholes) only. 

 
  5) Underdrain Pipe  —  If a closed drainage system variance is granted and unless 

groundwater and soil conditions are such that subsurface highway drainage is not 
needed, a perforated underdrain pipe shall be installed along the highway profile. 
This underdrain pipe will connect into junction boxes or directly into the catch 
basin at edge of pavement. Portions of storm sewer and/or sump pump collector 
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pipe may be utilized as underdrain pipe through the use of perforated pipe instead 
of the plain solid-wall pipe. A standard trench detail for underdrain pipe is 
provided on the Standard Highway Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2). Underdrains 
will not be required on Type II streets except where deemed necessary by the 
Town Engineer. 

 
   All underdrain pipes shall be shown on the plans or installed as required by the 

Town Engineer. 
 
 d. Design of Culverts  —  All culverts shall be designed to discharge a ten-year peak 

flow without static head entrance and a one-hundred-year peak flow utilizing 
available head at the entrance. Available head is that flood stage elevation which will 
not cause highway flooding or endangerment to life or personal property. Culvert 
design shall include an analysis of the inlet/outlet control conditions. Culvert design 
shall include provisions for slope stability for the roadway embankment section, as 
well as the selection of appropriate inlet and outlet end section structures. 

 
 e. Design of Open Channels  —  All open channels shall be designed to carry a ten-year 

peak flow. Site conditions should be such that a one-hundred-year peak flow will not 
present serious endangerment to life or personal property. Based on the velocity at 
peak flow conditions, an appropriate lining of the channel bed and side slopes shall 
be employed to eliminate erosion. When channels discharge into existing streams, 
appropriate measures will be taken to minimize streambed erosion at the point of 
discharge. Measures shall also be taken to minimize soil erosion during construction 
as described in Section 3.4, Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Measures. 

 
 f. Design of Water Retention/Detention Facilities  —  Stormwater retention is defined 

as a means by which runoff from a site is permanently stored on site. Retention 
reduces the amount of runoff by means of seepage and evaporation through the use of 
dry wells and ponds or reservoirs with no outlet other than an overflow. 

 
  Stormwater detention is defined as a means by which runoff from a site is 

temporarily stored and gradually released at some predetermined rate. Detention 
reduces the rate of runoff through the use of controlled outlet devices on storage 
ponds, parking lots or roofs of buildings. 

 
  Use of these facilities may be necessary to satisfy off-site drainage criteria as 

described in paragraph 3.2b. Basis for the design of these facilities is the peak flow 
from a ten-year storm event, with overflow capacity for storms greater than the ten-
year frequency. If downstream drainage conditions are such that more stringent 
design criteria is deemed necessary, such criteria shall be decided upon by the Town 
and/or other applicable regulatory agencies. Integral to the design shall be measures 
to ensure minimal maintenance of such facilities. Use of ponds or reservoirs shall 
require some form of fencing when deemed necessary by the Town. 

 
  Measures shall also be taken to minimize soil erosion over the long term, as well as 

during the construction of these facilities. (See Section 3.4 - Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Measures.) 
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3.3 STORM SEWER SPECIFICATIONS 
 
 a. Storm Sewer Pipe 
 
  1) Description  —  All storm sewer pipe shall be either helically corrugated 

aluminum pipe (HCAP) having a continuous spiral lock seam or smooth-interior 
corrugated polyethylene drain pipe. 

 
  2) Materials  —  All pipe shall conform to the following standards, as applicable: 
 
   Standard Specifications for Corrugated Aluminum Alloy Culvert Pipe and Pipe 

Arch: Current AASHTO Designation M-196. 
 
   Standard Specifications for Aluminum Alloy Helical Pipe: Current AASHTO 

Designation M-211. 
 
   Standard Specifications for Smooth Interior Corrugated Polyethylene Drain Pipe: 

Current AASHTO Designation M-294 Type S or SP Pipe which is defective from 
any cause, including damage during handling, shall be unacceptable for 
installation and shall be replaced as directed by the Engineer. 

 
   a). Coupling Bands  —  Field joints for aluminum pipe shall be made with 

aluminum alloy band couplers of the same base alloy as that used in the pipe. 
Band couplers shall be one gauge lighter than that of the pipe, with the 
exception of 18 gauge (0.048 inches) pipe. Band couplers shall have 
corrugations that match the corrugations of the pipe. Bands shall be not less 
than seven inches wide for pipe diameters of six inches to 30 inches, 
inclusive; not less than 12 inches wide for pipe with diameters of 36 inches to 
60 inches, inclusive; and not less than 24 inches wide for pipe with diameters 
greater than 60 inches. One- or two-piece band couplers may be used. Field 
joints of polyethylene pipe shall be made in accordance with NYSDOT EI-
93-032. 

 
   b). Standard Gauge  —  All corrugated aluminum pipe shall be of the gauge 

listed for various sizes and locations of pipe on the Standard Catch Basin and 
Storm Sewer Details (Sheet 1 of 3), except as noted otherwise on the plans or 
as required by the Town Engineer. 

 
  3) Construction Details 
 
   a) Placement  —  All pipe shall be handled and assembled in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s instructions except as modified by the plans or by the 
Town Engineer. Pipe shall be installed in accordance with the requirements 
shown on the plans. All pipes shall be laid true to line and grade and shall 
have a full, firm and even bearing. Pipelaying shall begin at the down-grade 
end and progress in the up-grade direction. In addition, polyethylene pipe 
shall be placed in accordance with the NYSDOT EI-93-032. 
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    Where necessary, proper facilities shall be provided for lowering the pipe 
into the trench. Pipe shall not be thrown from the truck or into the trench. 
Pipe shall be laid carefully and true to line and grade. Pipe not in true 
alignment, or which shows abnormal settling after placement, shall be taken 
up and relaid. 

 
    Connecting bands shall be placed with the clamping angles and bolts at the 

tops of the pipe. A gap greater than one inch shall not be permitted between 
ends of pipe at clamping points. When trench conditions consist of “running 
sand” (saturated fine sand material), joints shall be wrapped with a filter 
fabric material. This material is to be wrapped and taped around the 
connecting bands and pipe for a minimum length of three feet on both sides 
of the joint. 

 
   b) Backfilling of Storm Sewer Pipe  —  Backfill material shall be deposited 

evenly on both sides of the pipe in tamped layers not exceeding six inches in 
depth until at least 3/4 the depth of the pipe has been reached. For wide 
trenches, tamping shall be done for a distance on each side of the pipe equal 
to at least the diameter of the pipe. In addition, polyethylene pipe shall be 
backfilled in accordance with the NYSDOT EI-93-032. 

 
   c) Strutting  —  Where specified in the plans, pipe 48 inches and over in 

diameter shall be factory elongated or strutted in the vertical axis not less 
than 5% of the diameter. All pipe installations requiring strutting shall be 
blocked or otherwise held in the out-of-round position during installation 
until the fill has been completed and shall be removed only with approval of 
the Town Engineer. 

 
  4) Inspection  —  Pipe in trench shall be checked for trueness of line and grade, for 

absence of leaks, for alignment of joints, and freedom from structural damage. 
Prior to street dedication, the pipe shall be clean and free of all deposits of sand, 
dirt, concrete or other foreign materials. 

 
 b. End Sections 
 
  1) Description  —  All end sections shall be prefabricated aluminum or 

polyethylene end sections. 
 
  2) Materials  —  Aluminum end sections shall be made of standard New York State 

highway gauge aluminum, conforming to the requirements of the current 
AASHTO Designation M-196. Polyethylene end sections shall be made of 
polyethylene conforming to the requirements of the current AASHTO 
Designation M-294 Type S or SP. 

 
   All aluminum end sections shall be furnished with a twelve-inch-long connector 

section of pipe continuously welded to the end section. This connector section of 
pipe shall be identical to the pipe to which the end section is to be joined. The 
end section assemblies shall then be joined to the main sewer pipe or culvert with 
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a standard coupling band. This is intended to achieve a watertight joint between 
the pipe and the end section. 

 
  3) Construction Details  —  End sections shall be installed as shown on the plans or 

as required by the Town Engineer. 
 
 c. Catch Basins 
 
  1) Description  — This section covers specifications for two types of catch basins, 

as shown on the Standard Catch Basin and Storm Sewer Details (3 sheets): 
 
   a) Square Precast Concrete 
 
   b) Round Precast Concrete 
 
   Any of these two types of catch basins may be used unless a particular type is 

specified in the plans or required by the Town Engineer. 
 
  2) Materials 
 
   a) Precast Concrete Units — All precast concrete sections and units shall be 

reinforced concrete, conforming to ASTM Designation C-478, latest 
revision. All reinforced concrete shall be 4,000-psi-strength concrete at 28 
days with portland cement, coarse and fine aggregates, steel reinforcement 
and low water-cement ratios consistent with workability. The portland 
cement shall be air-entrained cement per specifications for air-entrained 
portland cement ASTM Designation C-175, latest revision, unless otherwise 
specified or shown on the plans. All aggregates shall meet the quality 
requirement for concrete aggregates ASTM Designation C-33, latest revision. 
The gradation requirements may be modified as required subject to the 
approval of the Town Engineer. All concrete shall be thoroughly mixed by a 
mechanical batch mixer. 

 
   b) Round Precast Concrete Units  —  The precast concrete base shall be a 

minimum of eight inches thick and shall be cast as an integral part of the first 
riser section, together forming a bottom section. The precast concrete riser 
sections shall have a minimum diameter of four feet and a minimum wall 
thickness of five inches. Precast riser sections of variable heights shall be 
installed over the bottom section as required and shall be continued to the 
surface. The joints between the several sections shall be sealed by a flexible 
premolded endless rubber gasket held in compression by the precast concrete 
joint. The precast concrete lid shall be reinforced concrete with a minimum 
thickness of eight inches, designed to withstand all superimposed earth loads 
in addition to maximum AASHTO H2O truck loadings (maximum wheel 
load 16,000 pounds). The lid shall be cast with a concentric opening of the 
shape and size required by the frame and grate specified on the plans. 
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   c) Square Precast Concrete Units  —  All materials and dimensions to be in 
conformity with details shown on Standard Catch Basin and Storm Sewer 
Details (Sheet 1 of 3). 

 
   d) Crushed Stone or Gravel  —  No. 2 crushed stone or Item 304, Type 4 gravel 

shall be used as the standard subbase for precast catch basins. 
 
   e) Steps  —  Catch basin steps shall be required only when catch basin depth 

exceeds five feet. Steps shall be in-line vertically and spaced as shown on the 
Standard Catch Basin and Storm Sewer Details (Sheets 2 and 3). Steps shall 
be aluminum alloy #6061-T6 or #6005-T5, in accordance with ASTM B221, 
or polypropylene coated steel. 

 
   f) Frames and Grates  —  Frames and grates shall be cast iron conforming in all 

respects to those shown and specified in the Standard Catch Basin and Storm 
Sewer Details (Sheets 1 to 3). The standard grate within paved areas of 
streets shall be the square grate. Round grates shall not be used within paved 
areas of streets. Cascade grates shall be used when street grades are in excess 
of 6%. Rectangular grates shall be used as specified on the plans. 

 
  3) Construction Details. Construction of catch basins shall conform in all respects to 

details shown on the plans and on the Standard Catch Basin and Storm Sewer 
Details (Sheets 1 to 3). 

 
 d. Sump Pump Collector System 
 
  1) Description  —  This section covers specifications for a sump pump collector 

system, consisting of the following components: 
 
   a) Junction box (or catch basin) 
 
   b) Collector pipe 
 
   c) Lateral pipe 
 
  2) Materials 
 
   a) Junction box material shall conform in all respects to details shown on the 

Standard Highway Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2 of 2). 
 
   b) Collector pipe material shall consist of the following three alternates: 
 
     18-gauge six-inch-diameter helically corrugated aluminum pipe having a 

continuous spiral lock seam conforming to the current AASHTO 
Designation M-211. 

 
     Six-inch-diameter ABS pipe, SDR-35, solid walled pipe with solvent 

welded joints, conforming to current ASTM D2751. 
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     Six-inch-diameter PVC pipe SDR-35, push-on joint, conforming to 
current ASTM 2241. 

 
   c) Lateral pipe material shall be one-inch-diameter PVC Schedule 40, with 

solvent welded joints, conforming to current ASTM D2466. 
 
   Materials defective from any cause, including damage during handling, shall be 

unacceptable for installation and shall be replaced as directed by the Town 
Engineer. 

 
  3) Construction Details 
 
   a) Junction box construction shall conform in all respects to details shown on 

the plans in the Standard Highway Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2 of 2). 
 
   b) Collector pipe shall be handled and assembled in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s instructions and installed in accordance with the requirements 
shown on the plans. All pipes shall be laid true to line and grade and shall 
have a full, firm and even bearing. Pipelaying shall begin at the down-grade 
end and progress in the up-grade direction. No special bedding or backfill 
material shall be required except as noted on the plans or as directed by the 
Town Engineer. 

 
   c) All lateral pipes shall be installed in accordance with details shown on the 

Standard Highway Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2). When lateral pipe is 
installed into a catch basin, connection and lateral will conform in all 
respects to the details pertaining to a lateral installation into a junction box. 
All lateral pipe shall be extended to the utility easement line to a point at 
least 10 feet from the property side line. Prior to backfilling, the end of the 
lateral pipe shall be covered with an “end cap” consisting of a piece of 
polyethylene wrapped and tied over the end of the pipe. A lateral marker 
shall be placed at the end of the pipe as backfilling proceeds. This marker 
shall consist of a two-inch by four-inch upright of sufficient length as to 
extend from the end of the pipe up to a point two feet above the finish grade 
surface of the ground. 

 
  4) Inspection  —  Prior to street dedication, all pipe shall be clean and free of all 

deposits of sand, dirt, concrete or other foreign materials. 
 
 e. Underdrain Pipe 
 
  1) Description  —  This section covers specifications for all underdrain pipe, as well 

as any portions of storm sewer pipe and/or sump pump collector pipe which are 
to function as underdrain pipe, as called for on the plans or as required by the 
Town Engineer. 

 
  2) Materials  —  All underdrain pipes shall be either helically corrugated perforated 

aluminum pipe conforming to Standard Specifications for Corrugated Aluminum 
Alloy Pipe Underdrains, Current AASHTO Designation M-197, or perforated 
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corrugated polyethylene underdrain tubing conforming to the Standard 
Specifications for Perforated Corrugated Polyethylene Underdrain Tubing, 
current AASHTO Designation M252. Pipe which is defective from any cause, 
including damage during handling, shall be unacceptable for installation and shall 
be replaced as directed by the Town Engineer. 

 
  3) Construction Details  —  Underdrain pipe shall be installed in accordance with 

the plan and the typical trench cross section as shown on the Standard Highway 
Cross-Section Details (Sheet 2), or as required by the Town Engineer. 

 
 
3.4 SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES 
 
 a. General  —  The developer shall be responsible for the construction and 

implementation of all soil erosion and sediment control measures that are in 
accordance with New York State standards and are necessary to minimize damage to 
surface waters. Damage to surface waters resulting from erosion and sedimentation 
shall be minimized by stabilizing disturbed areas and by removing sediment from 
construction site discharges. Insofar as practicable, existing vegetation shall be 
preserved. Site preparation activities shall be planned to minimize the area and 
duration of soil disruption. Permanent traffic corridors shall be established and 
“routes of convenience” shall be avoided. Construction traffic shall not cross streams 
or ditches except at suitable crossing facilities and shall not operate unnecessarily 
within waterways or drainage ditches. 

 
 b. Active Measures 
 
  1) Storm Drain Inlet Protection — The storm drain inlets shall be protected with a 

low-point inlet filter to remove sediment from storm runoff. 
 
   The existing grate at the stormwater inlet shall be wrapped with filter fabric such 

as Laurel Erosion Control Cloth Type II (40 EOS) available from Advance 
Construction Specialties Company of Memphis, Tennessee, or Poly Filter-X 
available from Carthage Mills of Cincinnati, Ohio, or approved equivalent. The 
filter and grate shall then be covered with pea stone filter material (U.S. Standard 
Sieve Mesh No. 6) to a thickness of at least six inches at the grate center, 
gradually thinning out to the margin of stone placement. 

 
  2) Storm Drain Inlet Fabric Filter  —  Immediately following completion of any and 

all of the proposed storm drain inlets, storm drain inlet fabric filters shall be 
constructed. The fabric filters shall function to prevent sediment entrance to the 
storm drains. They shall be maintained in good condition until final vegetative 
cover is well established. 

 
  3) Temporary Dewatering Sediment Basins  —  Whenever the discharge from 

dewatering operations cannot be directed over stable areas, i.e., paved or well- 
vegetated areas, temporary ditches shall be cut to convey the flow to temporary 
shallow excavated basins. Such basins shall be of suitable size to permit settling 
of solids. The outlets of all such basin shall be stabilized with graded aggregate 
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ranging up to 1.5-inch diameter stone. The aggregate shall be placed in and 
across the outlets and maintained so as to span the entire cross section of flow, 
and be of sufficient thickness and width such that all flow passes through it rather 
than around or over it. Downstream of the aggregate filters, exposed soil over 
which discharge occurs shall be protected with hay mulch anchored by stapled 
jute or plastic netting. The anchored mulch shall extend to the point where flow 
will occur over permanently stabilized areas (vegetated or paved). The developer 
shall be responsible for constructing and maintaining the temporary ditches and 
sediment traps such that they function effectively for the life of the dewatering 
operations. 

 
  4) Drainage Ditch Sediment Filters  —  Until such time as final site stabilization is 

completed with permanent drainage ditches, all drainage flows will receive 
treatment with aggregate sediment filters so as to effectively trap sediment and 
minimize its release off site. An aggregate filter shall be constructed at least 
every 200 feet along the course of each ditch and at its downstream terminus. 
Ditches less than 200 feet in total length shall have an aggregate filter constructed 
at their downstream termini. Additional filters shall be constructed as are deemed 
necessary by the Town Engineer. 

 
   Aggregate used for filter construction shall consist of well-graded stone ranging 

up to 1.5 inches in diameter. Filters shall be placed in a ditch prior to disturbance 
of the area which that ditch drains. The aggregate filter shall be placed so as to 
fully span the ditch cross section such that all flow shall pass through rather than 
around or over the filters. The developer shall be responsible for maintaining the 
proper function of the filters throughout the construction period and until such 
time as final stabilization of the upstream areas contributing flow is achieved. 
The developer shall also be responsible for removing drainage ditch sediment 
filters after, in the opinion of the engineer, stabilization of upstream contributory 
areas is achieved. 

 
  5) Headwalls and Riprap  —  The soil downstream of all headwalls shall be 

stabilized with riprap. All stones will fall within the weight range of 20 to 35 
pounds with 75% of the stones in the 25- to 35-pound weight range. Riprap shall 
be placed for a minimum thickness of 18 inches. 

 
   Prior to riprap placement, a plastic filter fabric such as Laurel Erosion Control 

Cloth Type II (Advance Construction Specialty Company, Memphis, Term.) or 
Poly Filter-X (Carthage Mills, Cincinnati, Ohio), or approved equivalent, shall be 
placed upon the areas to be protected with riprap. The filter fabric shall be placed 
in an anchoring trench of one-foot depth and one-foot width, and length equal to 
the width of the riprap apron at that point. The anchoring trench shall then be 
backfilled with pea gravel (U.S. Standard Sieve Mesh No. 6). The fabric shall be 
installed so as to extend the length and width of the area of riprap placement. 

 
  6) Stock Piles  —  Silt fence shall be constructed around all stockpiles of fill, topsoil 

and excavated overburden that are to remain exposed for periods less than 30 
days. Silt fence shall be anchored and maintained in good condition until such 
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time as said stockpiles are removed and stockpiling areas are brought to final 
grade and permanently stabilized. 

 
 c. Passive Measures 
 
  1) Stockpiled Materials 
 
   a) Topsoil and fill that is to remain stockpiled on site for periods greater than 14 

days shall be stabilized by seeding. Prior to the seeding operation, the 
stockpiled material shall be graded as needed and feasible to permit the use 
of conventional equipment for seedbed preparation, seeding, mulch 
application, and mulch anchoring. 

 
    Following grading, fertilizer (5-10-5) shall be applied at the rate of 2 pounds 

of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet or equivalent, and pulverized dolomitic 
limestone at the rate of 90 pounds per 1,000 square feet fertilizer and “lime” 
shall then be worked into the soil as nearly as practical to a depth of four 
inches with a disc, springtooth harrow, or other suitable equipment. 

 
    Annual ryegrass seed shall then be uniformly spread at a rate of 0.9 pounds 

per 1,000 square feet. Optimum seeding dates for this type seed are during 
the period April 1 to May 15 or during the period August 15 to November 1. 
Seed application shall be performed by hand, cyclone seeder, drill or 
cultipack seeder to a depth of 1.5 inches. 

 
   b) Mulching  —  If stabilization by seeding cannot occur during the 

recommended seeding periods discussed above, topsoil, fill and excavated 
materials shall be stabilized with anchored mulch until such time as effective 
seeding may occur. Mulching shall be performed as follows: Unrotted salt 
hay or small grain straw shall be spread uniformly at 70 to 90 pounds per 
1,000 square feet and anchored with liquid mulch binder or netting tie-down. 
Liquid mulch binder, when used, shall consist of asphalt emulsion or cutback 
asphalt, applied at 0.075 gallons per square yard. Application of liquid mulch 
binder shall be heavier at the edges and at the crests of banks. The remainder 
of the stockpile shall receive a uniform treatment. Mulch nettings shall 
consist of either paper, jute, excelsior, cotton or plastic and shall be anchored 
by firmly stapling the netting into the soil over the straw or hay mulch. 

 
   c) In no case shall erodible materials be stockpiled within 25 feet of any ditch, 

stream or other surface water body. 
 
  2) Permanent Vegetative Cover  —  Immediately following the completion of 

construction activities in any portion of the site and prior to street dedication, 
permanent vegetation shall be established on all exposed soils. Such areas shall 
include, but not be limited to, lawn areas, exposed soils overlying subsurface 
underdrain pipes, equipment areas, abandoned roadways, and any areas adjacent 
to these which have also been disturbed by construction activities. Stabilization 
with permanent vegetative cover shall be performed only during the periods April 
1 to May 15 or August 15 to November 1. In the event stabilization is necessary 
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at a time outside these periods, the disturbed area shall be temporarily stabilized 
with anchored mulch, as specified in 1)b) above, until such time as effective 
seeding may occur. 

 
   a) Topsoiling  —  Areas to be stabilized with permanent vegetation shall be 

prepared by applying topsoil to a uniform depth of four inches. Topsoil shall 
be friable and loamy, free of debris, objectionable weeds and stones, and 
contain no toxic substances that may be harmful to plant growth. 
Immediately prior to topsoil application, the surface shall be scarified to 
provide a good bond with the topsoil. When topsoiling is deemed 
unnecessary, seedbed preparation shall be employed. 

 
   b) Seedbed Preparation  —  When topsoiling is deemed unnecessary, pulverized 

dolomitic limestone shall be applied at the rate of 90 pounds per 1,000 square 
feet and fertilizer (5-20-5) at the rate of 2 pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 
square feet, or equivalent. The lime and fertilizer shall then be worked into 
the soil to a depth of four inches with a disc, springtooth harrow, or other 
suitable equipment. The area shall then be rolled to firm the seedbed. All 
stones two inches or larger and any other debris shall be removed prior to 
seeding. 

 
   c) Seeding  —  The seed mixture for permanent vegetative cover shall consist 

of 1 pound per 1,000 square feet of cover crop seed containing at least 50% 
fast-sprouting perennial grasses and 10% pink clover or alfalfa. The mix shall 
be uniformly spread by cyclone seeder, drill or cultipack seeder. Normal seed 
depth shall be from 1/4 to 1/2 inch. Seed may also be applied by an 
appropriate hydroseeding method. 

 
   d) Mulching  —  Mulch shall be applied to all newly seeded areas immediately 

following seeding. Mulch shall also be applied to disturbed areas requiring 
stabilization during the periods specified above when seeding shall not 
proceed. Mulching shall be performed as in 1)b) above. 

 
  3) Traffic Control  —  Corridors for the routing of construction traffic shall be 

predetermined to minimize land disturbance. Construction traffic shall not cross 
ditches or streams except at appropriate specified crossings. 

 
  4) Dust Control  —  Construction traffic routes and staging areas shall be wetted 

with water to control dust generation on site, as necessary and as directed by the 
Superintendent of Highways or Town Engineer. 
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Highway, Catch Basin and Storm Sewer Details 
 

 
  

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 175 of 362



PRINCETOWN CODE 

155 Attachment 2:2  11 - 01 - 2014 

 

 
  

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 176 of 362



STREET AND DRAINAGE STANDARDS 

155 Attachment 2:3  11 - 01 - 2014 

 
 

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 177 of 362



DRAFT

11/2014 Page 178 of 362



STREET AND DRAINAGE STANDARDS 

 155 Attachment 2:5 11 - 01 - 2014 

 

 
 

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 179 of 362



PRINCETOWN CODE 

 155 Attachment 2:6 11 - 01 - 2014 

  

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 180 of 362



STREET AND DRAINAGE STANDARDS 

 155 Attachment 2:7 11 - 01 - 2014 

 

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 181 of 362



DRAFT

11/2014 Page 182 of 362



Chapter 160

SUBDIVISION OF LAND
 

ARTICLE I ARTICLE V
Declaration of Policy Special Requirements and Design

Standards for Major Subdivisions
 § 160-1. Purpose.

 § 160-14. Improvements.

ARTICLE II § 160-15. Street layout. 
Definitions  § 160-16. Street names.

 § 160-17. Drainage improvements.§ 160-2. Terms defined. 
§ 160-18. Parks, open spaces, natural
 features.ARTICLE III

Procedure in Filing Subdivision
ARTICLE VIApplications

Documents to Be Submitted
 § 160-3. Approval required.

§ 160-19. Sketch plan, environmental§ 160-4. Sketch plan, environmental
assessment, site evaluationassessment, site evaluation

 forms. forms.
§ 160-20. Minor subdivision plat. § 160-5. Approval of plat for lot line
§ 160-21. Preliminary plat for major adjustment.

subdivision and accompanying§ 160-6. Approval of plat for minor
 data. subdivision.
§ 160-22. Final plat for major§ 160-7. Approval of preliminary plat

subdivision and accompanying for major subdivision.
 data.

§ 160-8. Approval of final plat for
 major subdivision.

ARTICLE VII
§ 160-9. Filing of approved subdivision Waivers
 plat.

§ 160-10. Streets and recreation areas.  § 160-23. Application.

§ 160-24. Substantial compliance
ARTICLE IV  required.

General Requirements

ARTICLE VIII
 § 160-11. Minimum standards. Penalties
 § 160-12. General.

§ 160-25. Penalties for offenses.§ 160-13. Lots. 
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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 9-9-1997; as
amended through 8-11-2009. Subsequent amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Flood damage prevention — See Ch. 70. Street and drainage standards — See Ch. 155.
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Zoning — See Ch. 200.
Stormwater management — See Ch. 150.

ARTICLE I
Declaration of Policy

§ 160-1. Purpose.

By the authority of the resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Princetown, pursuant to
the provisions of Article 16 of the Town Law of the State of New York, the Planning Board
of the Town of Princetown is authorized and empowered to approve plats showing lots,
blocks or sites, with or without streets or highways; to approve the development of entirely or
partially undeveloped plats already filed in the office of the Clerk of the County; and to
approve preliminary plats, within that part of the Town of Princetown outside the limits of
any incorporated city or village. It is declared to be the policy of the Planning Board to
consider land subdivision plats as part of a plan for the orderly, efficient and economical
development of the Town. This means, among other things, that land to be subdivided shall be
of such character that it can be used safely for building purposes without danger to health or
peril from fire, flood or other menace; that proper provision shall be made for drainage, water
supply, sewerage and other needed improvements; that all purposed lots shall be so laid out
and of such size as to be in harmony with the development pattern of the neighboring
properties; that the proposed streets shall compose a convenient system conforming to the
Official Map, if such exists, and shall be properly related to the proposals shown on the
Comprehensive Plan, and shall be of such width, grade and location as to accommodate the
prospective traffic, to facilitate fire protection and to provide access of firefighting equipment
to buildings; and that proper provision shall be made for open spaces for parks and
playgrounds. It is further recognized that open space is one of the Town's great assets, and the
maintenance of this character shall bear utmost consideration. In order that land subdivisions
may be made in accordance with this policy, this chapter, which shall be known as and which
may be cited as the "Town of Princetown Land Subdivision Regulations," was adopted by the
Planning Board on August 28, 1997, and approved by the Town Board on September 9, 1997.

ARTICLE II
Definitions

§ 160-2. Terms defined.

For the purpose of this chapter, certain words and terms used herein are defined as follows:

BRIDGE — A structure carrying a street, driveway or pedestrian walkway over a depression,
obstacle or stream.
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CLERK OF THE PLANNING BOARD — That person who shall be designated to perform
the duties of the Clerk of the Planning Board for all purposes of this chapter. The Secretary of
the Planning Board shall perform the duties of the Clerk of the Planning Board, unless a Clerk
is specifically appointed by the Town Board.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN — The Comprehensive Plan, prepared by the Planning Board
pursuant to § 272-a of the Town Law, which indicates the general locations recommended for
various functional classes of public works, places and structures and for general physical
development of the Town, and includes any unit or part of such plan separately prepared and
any amendment to such plan or parts therein.

CONSTRUCTED IMPROVEMENT — An improvement identified by the Planning Board
that must be constructed before final plat approval of a subdivision in order to assure that the
lots in such subdivision may be safely used without danger to health, peril from flood, fire or
other menace, and further to assure that the development of such lots will not have a
detrimental impact to surrounding properties. Constructed improvements must be designed by
a licensed professional engineer, and following construction, the design engineer must attest
that the improvement was constructed in accordance with the approved design before final
approval may be granted. Such constructed improvements shall include, but not be limited to:

A. A new street or improvement to or extension of an existing street; or

B. A bridge which is necessary for access to the subdivision or a proposed lot; or

C. For residential lots, an on-site water supply and/or storage system when inadequate data
is available to determine the availability of groundwater in the vicinity of the subdivision
or when such information exists and indicates widespread evidence of wells with no
yield or low yield in such vicinity; or

D. For residential lots, an on-site sewage disposal system when the Planning Board
determines that conditions exist which warrant construction of such a system in advance
of building permit issuance; or

E. Any improvement, other than those specified herein, which the Town Engineer has
identified which would require design by a professional engineer.

CULVERT — A structure carrying a street, driveway or pedestrian walkway over a
watercourse, the latter of which does not meet the criteria for a "stream" as defined in this
chapter.

DEAD-END STREET — A street or a portion of a street with only one vehicular traffic
outlet.

DRIVEWAY — A thoroughfare which provides vehicular access from a street to a parcel or
to a structure on that parcel.

EASEMENT — Authorization by a property owner for the use by another, and for a
specified purpose, of any designated part of his property.

ENGINEER or LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER — A person licensed as a
professional engineer by the State of New York.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM — The current long or short environmental
assessment form used in conjunction with the State Environmental Quality Review Act.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) — A statement in accordance with the
requirements of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act.

FINAL PLAT — A plat containing all information or detail required by law and by this
chapter to be presented to the Planning Board for approval.

LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT — The exchange or transfer of land between adjoining lots.

MAJOR STREET — A street which serves or is designed to serve heavy flows of traffic and
which is used primarily as a route for traffic between communities and/or
heavy-traffic-generating areas.

MAJOR SUBDIVISION — Any subdivision not classified as a minor subdivision, or any
subdivision which involves the design and construction of an improvement, or a subdivision
involving the use of reduced lot sizes as defined in Chapter 200, Zoning, or any subdivision
which contains or is within 100 feet of a designated wetland or floodplain, or a subdivision
which the Planning Board determines may have a significant environmental impact.

MINOR STREET — A street intended to serve primarily as an access to abutting properties.

MINOR SUBDIVISION — A subdivision fronting on an existing street which does not
involve a improvement, and which does not involve the use of reduced lot sizes as defined in
Chapter 200, Zoning, and which does not contain or lie within 100 feet of a designated
wetland or floodplain, and which the Planning Board determines will not result in a
significant impact to the environment, and which will not result in the creation of a fifth lot
from a parent parcel over a three-year consecutive period.

OFFICIAL MAP — The map established by the Town Board pursuant to § 270 of the Town
Law, showing streets, highways and parks and drainage, both existing and proposed.

PARENT PARCEL — A contiguous parcel of land from which a subdivision is proposed or
has been created.

PLANNING BOARD or BOARD — The Planning Board of the Town of Princetown.

PLAT — A drawing or drawings showing the layout of a proposed subdivision.

PRELIMINARY PLAT — A plat marked "preliminary plat," as specified in § 160-21 of this
chapter, submitted to the Planning Board for approval prior to submission of the plat in final
form and of sufficient detail to apprise the Planning Board of the layout of the proposed
subdivision.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL AREA — A portion of a proposed lot indicated on a sketch plan or
plat which is to be set aside for an on-lot sewage disposal system for such lot when a sewer is
not available.

SITE EVALUATION FORM — A form provided by the Planning Board to be filled in by
the applicant, which shall provide such relevant information as to slopes, soil types,
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percolation data, and such other information as the Planning Board or Town Engineer may
require.

SKETCH PLAN — A sketch of a proposed subdivision, showing the information specified in
§ 160-19 of this chapter to enable the subdivider to save time and expense in reaching general
agreement with the Planning Board as to the form of the layout and objectives of this chapter.

STREAM — A waterway indicated on the Tax Map or Zoning Map of the Town of
Princetown in effect at the time of application, or a permanent or intermittent stream as
indicated by a "blue line" on a United States Geological Survey Map.

STREET — A street as defined in Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards, of the Code.

SUBDIVIDER — Any person, firm, corporation, partnership or association who shall lay out
any subdivision or part thereof, as defined herein, either for himself or others.

SUBDIVISION — The division of any parcel of land into two or more lots, blocks or sites,
with or without streets or highways, and shall include the resubdivision of a parent parcel.

SURVEYOR — A person licensed as a land surveyor by the State of New York.

TOWN ENGINEER — A duly designated Engineer of the Town of Princetown.  

ARTICLE III
Procedure in Filing Subdivision Applications

§ 160-3. Approval required.

Whenever any subdivision of land is proposed to be made, and before any contract for the
sale of or any offer to sell any lots in such subdivision or any part thereof is made, and before
any permit for the erection of a structure in such proposed subdivision shall be granted, the
subdivider or his duly authorized agent shall apply in writing for approval of such proposed
subdivision in accordance with the following procedures.

§ 160-4. Sketch plan, environmental assessment, site evaluation forms.

A. Submission of sketch plan and environmental assessment form. Any owner of land shall,
prior to subdividing or resubdividing land, submit to the Planning Board Clerk at least
two weeks prior to the working session of the Board eight copies of a sketch plan of the
proposed subdivision with attachments, which shall comply with the requirement of
§ 160-19, and eight copies each of completed environmental assessment (short form) and
site evaluation forms for the purposes of classification and preliminary discussion. The
Planning Board Clerk shall promptly send out this information to the seven members of
the Planning Board to review before the next working session.

B. Discussion of requirements and classification.

(1) The subdivider, or his duly authorized representative, shall attend the regular
meeting of the Planning Board to discuss the requirements of this chapter,
including such items as street improvements, soil conditions, drainage, sewerage,
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stormwater management, water supply, fire protection and similar aspects, as well
as the availability of existing services and other pertinent information, including
environmental impacts.

(2) Classification of the sketch plan is to be made at this time by the Planning Board
as to whether it is a minor or major subdivision as defined in this chapter. At the
same time, the Planning Board shall make a determination of whether the approval
of such subdivision may have a significant environmental impact. If the Planning
Board makes the determination that the approval of such a subdivision will have
no significant environmental impact and that no improvements will be necessary
before approval of such a subdivision, then it shall be classified as minor.
Otherwise, the proposed subdivision shall be classified as major. If the sketch plan
is classified as a minor subdivision, the subdivider shall then comply with the
procedure outlined in §§ 160-6 and 160-9 of this chapter. If it is classified as a
major subdivision, the subdivider shall then comply with the procedures outlined in
§§ 160-7, 160-8 and 160-9.

C. Study of sketch plan. The Planning Board shall determine whether the sketch plan meets
the purposes of this chapter and may make specific recommendations in writing to be
incorporated by the applicant in the next submission to the Planning Board, either
another sketch plan, preliminary plat, or final plat

§ 160-5. Approval of plat for lot line adjustment.

A. Application and fee. Within six months after classification of the sketch plan as a lot line
adjustment by the Planning Board, the Planning Board may waive the requirements for
subdivision approval if the following conditions are met:

(1) The total land area to be exchanged or transferred between adjoining lots does not
exceed the minimum required lot area to create a new lot as set forth in Chapter
200, Zoning.

(2) No additional lot(s) will be created.

(3) The exchange or transfer of land between such adjoining lots will not preclude the
future development of the lots in accordance with the setback and area
requirements applicable to such lots pursuant to Chapter 200, Zoning.

(4) The exchange or transfer of land between such adjoining lots will not impede the
maintenance of existing or development of future access or utility services to the
lots.

(5) The exchange or transfer of land between such adjoining lots will not create or
increase the degree of any nonconformity of the lot(s), as that term is defined and
intended to be applied pursuant to Chapter 200, Zoning.

B. Applicant to attend Planning Board meeting. The applicant or his duly authorized
representative shall attend a meeting of the Planning Board to discuss the lot line
adjustment request.
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C. Action on lot line adjustment request. The Planning Board shall, within 62 days from the
date of receipt of a sketch plan and lot line adjustment request, act to waive the
remaining requirements of the chapter contained herein and, following the issuance of a
negative declaration pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act
("SEQRA"), approve or conditionally approve the lot line adjustment request or deny the
lot line adjustment request. If the Planning Board issues a positive declaration or
conditioned negative declaration pursuant to SEQRA or otherwise denies the lot line
adjustment request, the application shall be reviewed by the Planning Board as a minor
or major subdivision application in accordance with the remaining requirements of this
chapter. Failure of the Planning Board to act within such time shall constitute approval of
the lot line adjustment request.

D. Signature of plat. Upon waiver of the remaining requirements of this chapter and a grant
of approval or conditional approval of the lot line adjustment request, the Planning Board
Chairman shall sign a plat presented to him which complies with such conditions and
requirements as may be stated in the Planning Board's resolution of approval or
conditional approval. A copy of the Planning Board's resolution of approval or
conditional approval and the certified plat shall be filed in the office of the Town Clerk
and provided to the applicant. Approval and conditional approval of a lot line adjustment
request shall expire 180 days after the date of the resolution granting such approval or
conditional approval, unless the plat is certified before such time. The Planning Board
may extend the time within which an approved or conditionally approved plat may be
submitted for signature, if in its opinion such extension is warranted in the
circumstances, for not more than two additional periods of 90 days each. No approvals
shall be granted unless the Town Clerk certifies that all fees and reimbursable
professional charges owed by the applicant are paid in full.

E. Filing of plat. Within 180 days after certification of the plat by the Chairman of the
Planning Board, the applicant shall file the plat with the Schenectady County Clerk.

§ 160-6. Approval of plat for minor subdivision.

A. Application and fee.

(1) Within six months after classification of the sketch plan as a minor subdivision by
the Planning Board, the subdivider shall submit an application for approval of a
preliminary plat. Failure to do so shall require resubmission of the sketch plan to
the Planning Board for reclassification. The plat shall conform to the layout shown
on the sketch plan plus any recommendations made by the Planning Board. Said
application shall also conform to the requirements listed in § 160-15A.

(2) All applications for plat approval for minor subdivisions shall be accompanied by a
fee as set in the current Consolidated Fee Schedule.1

B. Number of copies. Five copies of the preliminary plat shall be presented to the Clerk of
the Planning Board at the time of submission of the preliminary plat.

1. Editor's Note: The Town's Consolidated Fee Schedule, which is reviewed and updated periodically, is on file in the
Town offices.

160:7 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 189 of 362



   
§ 160-6 PRINCETOWN CODE § 160-6

C. Subdivider to attend Planning Board meeting. The subdivider or his duly authorized
representative shall attend the meeting of the Planning Board to discuss the preliminary
plat.

D. When officially submitted. The time of submission of the preliminary plat shall be
considered to be the date on which the application for plat approval, complete and
accompanied by the required fee and all data required by § 160-20 of this chapter, has
been filed with the Clerk of the Planning Board.

E. Public hearing. A public hearing shall be held by the Planning Board within 45 days
from the time of submission of the subdivision plat for approval. Such hearing shall be
advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town at least five days before
such hearing.

F. Action on subdivision plat.

(1) The Planning Board shall, within days from the date of the public hearing, act to
conditionally approve, conditionally approve with modification, disapprove or
grant final approval and authorize the signing of the preliminary plat. This time
may be extended by mutual consent of the subdivider and the Planning Board.
Failure of the Planning Board to act within such time shall constitute approval of
the plat.

(2) The Planning Board may require that the Town Engineer review the subdivision
plat, construction detail sheets and confer with the applicant and/or his engineer.
The Town Engineer shall attend the public hearings and submit to the Board in
writing: (a) his recommendation as to approval or disapproval of the subdivision
plat; (b) his estimated fee to be paid by the applicant. The applicant shall be billed
monthly by the Town Clerk for such fees.

(3) Upon granting conditional approval with or without modification to the plat the
Planning Board shall empower a duly authorized officer to sign the plat upon
compliance with such conditions and requirements as may be stated in its
resolution of conditional approval. Within 10 days of the resolution granting
conditional approval, the plat shall be certified by the Clerk of the Planning Board
as conditionally approved, a copy shall be filed in his office and a certified copy
mailed to the subdivider. The copy mailed to the subdivider shall include a
certified statement of such requirements which, when completed, will authorize the
signing of the conditionally approved plat. Upon completion of such requirements
the plat shall be signed by the duly designated officer of the Planning Board.
Conditional approval of a plat shall expire 180 days after the date of the resolution
granting such approval unless the requirements have been certified as completed
within that time. The Planning Board may extend the time within which a
conditionally approved plat may be submitted for signature, if in its opinion such
extension is warranted in the circumstances, for not to exceed two additional
periods of 90 days each. No approvals shall be granted unless the Town Clerk
certifies that all fees and reimbursable professional charges owed by the applicant
are paid in full.
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§ 160-7. Approval of preliminary plat for major subdivision.

A. Application and fee.

(1) Prior to the filing of an application for the approval of a major preliminary plat,
the subdivider shall file an application for the approval of a preliminary plat of the
proposed subdivision. Such preliminary plat shall be clearly marked "preliminary
plat" and shall be in the form described in § 160-21 hereof. The preliminary plat
shall, in all respects, comply with the requirements set forth in the provisions of
§§ 276 and 277 of the Town Law and § 160-21 of this chapter, except where a
waiver is specifically authorized by the Planning Board pursuant to Article VII of
this chapter.

(2) The application for approval of the preliminary plat shall be accompanied by a fee
as set in the current Consolidated Fee Schedule for the proposed subdivision.2

B. Number of copies. Five copies of the preliminary plat shall be presented to the Clerk of
the Planning Board at the time of submission of the preliminary plat.

C. Subdivider to attend Planning Board meeting. The subdivider or his duly authorized
representative shall attend the meeting of the Planning Board to discuss the preliminary
plat.

D. Study of preliminary plat. The Planning Board shall study the practicability of the
preliminary plat, taking into consideration the requirements of the community and the
best use of the land subdivided. Particular attention shall be given to the arrangement and
location of streets, their relation to the topography of the land, soil conditions, water
supply, sewage disposal, drainage, stormwater management, lot sizes and arrangement,
the future development of adjoining lands as yet unsubdivided and the requirements of
the Comprehensive Plan, the Official Map and Zoning Regulations.

E. When officially submitted. The time of submission of the preliminary plat shall be
considered to be the date on which the application for approval of the preliminary plat,
complete and accompanied by the required fee and all data required by § 160-21 of this
chapter, has been filed with the Clerk of the Planning Board.

F. Approval of the preliminary plat.

(1) Within 45 days after the receipt of such preliminary plat by the Clerk of the
Planning Board, the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing, which hearing
shall be advertised at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town
at least five days before such hearing. The Planning Board may provide that the
hearing be further advertised in such manner as it deems most appropriate for full
public consideration of such preliminary plat. Within 45 days after the date of such
hearing, the Planning Board shall approve with or without modification or
disapprove such preliminary plat, and the ground of a modification, if any, or the
ground for disapproval shall be stated upon the records of the Planning Board. The
time in which the Planning Board must take action on such plat, may be extended

2. Editor's Note: The Town's Consolidated Fee Schedule, which is reviewed and updated periodically, is on file in the
Town offices.
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by mutual consent of the subdivider and the Planning Board. When so approving a
preliminary plat, the Planning Board shall state in writing modifications, if any, as
it deems necessary for submission of the plat in final form. Within five days of the
approval of such preliminary plat, it shall be certified by the Clerk of the Planning
Board as granted preliminary approval and a copy filed in his office, a certified
copy mailed to the owner, and a copy forwarded to the Town Board. Failure of the
Planning Board to act within such forty-five-day period shall constitute approval of
the preliminary plat.

(2) The Planning Board may require that the Town Engineer review the subdivision
plat, construction detail sheets and confer with the applicant and/or his engineer.
The Town Engineer shall attend the public hearings and submit to the Board in
writing: (a) his recommendation as to approval or disapproval of the subdivision
plat; (b) his estimated fee to be paid by the applicant; and (c) his estimate of the
performance bond or other security in a form required by the Town Board. The
applicant shall be billed monthly by the Town Clerk for such fees.

(3) When granting approval to a preliminary plat, the Planning Board shall state the
terms of such approval, if any, with respect to: (a) the modifications to the
preliminary plat; (b) the character and extent of the improvements for which
waivers may have been requested and which, in its opinion, may be waived
without jeopardy to the public health, safety, morals and general welfare; (c) the
amount of improvement or the amount of all bonds therefor which it will require
as prerequisite to the approval of the preliminary plat. Approval of a preliminary
plat shall not constitute approval of the preliminary plat, but rather it shall be
deemed an expression of approval of the design submitted on the preliminary plat
as a guide to the preparation of the plat, which will be submitted for approval of
the Planning Board and for recording upon fulfillment of the requirements of this
chapter. Prior to approval of the preliminary plat, the Planning Board may require
additional changes as a result of further study of the subdivision in final form or as
a result of new information obtained at the public hearing.

§ 160-8. Approval of final plat for major subdivision.

A. Application for approval and fee. The subdivider shall, within six months after the
approval of the preliminary plat, file with the Planning Board an application for approval
of the preliminary plat in final form, using the approved application available from the
Clerk of the Planning Board. All applications for plat approval for major subdivision
shall be accompanied by a fee set in the current Consolidated Fee Schedule.3 If the final
plat is not submitted within six months after the approval of the preliminary plat, the
Planning Board may refuse to approve the final plat and require resubmission of the
preliminary plat.

B. Number of copies. A subdivider intending to submit a proposed final preliminary plat for
the approval of the Planning Board shall provide the Clerk of the Board with a copy of

3. Editor's Note: The Town's Consolidated Fee Schedule, which is reviewed and updated periodically, is on file in the
Town offices.
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the application and three copies (one copy in ink on Mylar) of the plat; the original and
one true copy of all offers of cession, covenants and agreements; and two prints of all
construction drawings.

C. When officially submitted. The time of submission of the final preliminary plat shall be
considered to be the date on which the application for approval of the subdivision plat,
complete and accompanied by the required fee and all data required by § 160-22 of this
chapter, has been filed with the Clerk of the Planning Board.

D. Endorsement of state and county agencies.

(1) Water and sewer facility proposals contained in the final preliminary plat shall be
properly endorsed and approved by the New York State Department of Health or
Environmental Conservation where applicable. Applications for approval of plans
for sewer or water facilities will be filed by the subdivider with all necessary
Town, county and state agencies. Where required, endorsement and approval by
the New York State Department of Health or Environmental Conservation shall be
secured by the subdivider before official submission of the preliminary plat.

(2) Where necessary, endorsement and approval of the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation shall be obtained on stormwater management and
development of wetlands or other especially protected areas.

E. Public hearing. Within 45 days of the submission of a plat in final form for approval, a
hearing shall be held by the Planning Board. This hearing shall be advertised at least
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town at least five days before such
hearing; provided, however, that when the Planning Board deems the final plat to be in
substantial agreement with a preliminary plat approved under § 160-7 of this article, and
modified in accordance with requirements of such approval if such preliminary plat has
been approved with modification, the Planning Board may waive the requirement for
such public hearing.

F. Action on proposed final subdivision plat.

(1) The Planning Board shall by resolution conditionally approve, conditionally
approve with or without modification, disapprove, or grant final approval and
authorize the signing of such plat within 45 days of its receipt by the Clerk of the
Planning Board if no hearing is held or, in the event a hearing is held, within 45
days after the date of such hearing. This time may be extended by mutual consent
of the subdivider and the Planning Board. Failure to take action on a final plat
within the time prescribed therefor shall be deemed approval of the plat. No
approvals shall be granted unless the Town Clerk certifies that all fees and
reimbursable professional charges owed by the applicant are paid in full.

(2) Upon resolution of conditional approval of such final plat, the Planning Board
shall empower a duly authorized officer to sign the plat upon completion of such
requirements as may be stated in the resolution. Within days of such resolution, the
plat shall be certified by the Clerk of the Planning Board as conditionally approved
and a copy filed in his office and a certified copy mailed to the subdivider. The
copy mailed to the subdivider shall include a certified statement of such
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requirements which, when completed, will authorize the signing of the
conditionally approved final plat. Upon completion of such requirements, the plat
shall be signed by said duly authorized officer of the Planning Board. Conditional
approval of a final plat shall expire 180 days after the date of the resolution
granting such approval unless the requirements have been certified as completed
within that time. The Planning Board may, however, extend the time within which
a conditionally approved plat may be submitted for signature, if in its opinion such
extension is warranted in the circumstances, for not to exceed two additional
periods of 90 days each.

§ 160-9. Filing of approved subdivision plat.

A. Final approval and filing. Upon completion of the requirements in §§ 160-7 and 160-8
above and notation to that effect upon the preliminary plat, it shall be deemed to have
final approval and shall be properly signed by the duly designated officer of the Planning
Board and shall be filed by the Planning Board Clerk in the office of the County Clerk.

B. Plat void if revised after approval. No changes, erasures, modifications or revisions shall
be made in any preliminary plat after approval has been given by the Planning Board and
endorsed in writing on the plat, unless the said plat is first resubmitted to the Planning
Board and such Board approves any modifications. In the event that any such preliminary
plat is recorded without complying with this requirement, the same shall be considered
null and void, and the Board shall institute proceedings to have the plat stricken from the
records of the County Clerk.

§ 160-10. Streets and recreation areas.

A. Public acceptance of streets. The approval by the Planning Board of a preliminary plat
shall not be deemed to constitute or be evidence of any acceptance by the Town of any
street easement or other open space shown on such preliminary plat. Acceptance of
streets is solely at the discretion of the Town Board.

B. Ownership and maintenance of recreation areas. When a park, playground or other
recreation area shall have been shown on a plat, the approval of said plat shall not
constitute an acceptance by the Town of such area. The Planning Board shall require the
plat to be endorsed with appropriate notes to this effect. The Planning Board may also
require the filing of a written agreement between the applicant and the Town Board
covering future deed and title, dedication and provision for the cost of grading,
development, equipment and maintenance of any such recreation area.

ARTICLE IV
General Requirements

§ 160-11. Minimum standards.

In considering applications for subdivision of land, the Planning Board shall be guided by the
standards set forth hereinafter. The said standards shall be considered to be minimum
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requirements and shall be waived by the Board only under circumstances set forth in Article
VII herein.

§ 160-12. General.

A. Character of land. Land to be subdivided shall be of such character that it can be used
safely for building purposes without danger to health or peril from fire, flood other
menace.

B. Conformity to Official Map, Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Law. Subdivisions shall
conform to the Official Map of the Town and shall be in harmony with the
Comprehensive Plan and Chapter 200, Zoning.

C. Specifications for improvements. All improvements shall be constructed or installed to
conform to the Town specifications, which may be obtained from the Town Engineer.

§ 160-13. Lots.

A. Lots to be buildable. The lot arrangement shall be such that, in constructing a building in
compliance with Chapter 200, Zoning, there will be no foreseeable difficulties for
reasons of topography or other natural conditions. Lots should not be of such depth as to
encourage the later creation of a second building lot at the front or rear.

B. Corner lots. In general, corner lots should be larger than interior lots to provide for
proper building setback from each street and provide a desirable building site.

C. Driveway access. Driveway grades between the street and the setback line shall not
exceed 10%. Driveways should extend to proposed dwellings and shall be sufficient to
accommodate emergency vehicles. Any stream crossings should be sufficient to handle
the expected flow without causing flooding or erosion to neighboring properties.

D. Access from private streets. Access from private streets shall be deemed accepted only if
such streets are designed and improved in accordance with Chapter 155, Street and
Drainage Standards.

ARTICLE V
Special Requirements and Design Standards for Major Subdivisions

§ 160-14. Improvements.

A. Street-related improvements. Before the Planning Board grants final approval of the
preliminary plat, the subdivider shall follow the procedure set forth in Chapter 155,
Street and Drainage Standards, with respect to street design, construction, required
bonding and/or cash payments related to street construction.

B. Other improvements. Before the Planning Board grants final approval of the preliminary
plat, the subdivider shall follow the procedure set forth in either Subsection B(1) or (2)
below:
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(1) In an amount set by the Planning Board, the subdivider shall either file with the
Town Clerk a certified check to cover the full cost of the improvements or the
subdivider shall file with the Town Clerk a performance bond to cover the full cost
of the improvements. Any such bond shall comply with the requirements of § 277
of the Town Law and, further, shall be satisfactory to the Town Board and Town
Attorney as to form, sufficiency, manner of execution and surety. A period of one
year (or such other period as the Planning Board may determine appropriate, not to
exceed three years) shall be set forth in the bond, within which improvements must
be completed.

(2) The subdivider shall complete all improvements to the satisfaction of the Town
Engineer, who shall file with the Planning Board a letter signifying the satisfactory
completion of all improvements required by the Board. For any improvements not
so completed, the subdivider shall file with the Town Clerk a bond or certified
check covering the costs of such improvements and the cost of satisfactorily
installing any improvement not approved by the Town Engineer. Any such bond
shall be satisfactory to the Town Board and Town Attorney as to form, sufficiency,
manner of execution and surety.

(3) The improvements shall not be considered to be completed until the installation of
the improvements has been approved by the Town Engineer and a map satisfactory
to the Planning Board has been submitted indicating the location of monuments
marking all underground utilities as actually installed. If the subdivider completes
all required improvements according to Subsection B(2), then said map shall be
submitted prior to endorsement of the plat by the appropriate Planning Board
officer. However, if the subdivider elects to provide a bond or certified check for
all improvements as specified in Subsection B(1), such bond shall not be released
until such a map is submitted.

C. Modification of design of improvements. If at any time before or during the construction
of the improvements it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Town Engineer that
unforeseen condition make it necessary or preferable to modify the location or design of
such improvements, the Town Engineer may, upon approval by a previously delegated
member of the Planning Board, authorize modifications, provided these modifications are
within the spirit and intent of the Planning Board's approval and do not extend to the
waiver or substantial alteration of the function of any improvements required by the
Board. The Town Engineer shall issue any authorization under this section in writing and
shall transmit a copy of such authorization to the Planning Board at its next regular
meeting.

D. Inspection of improvements. At least 48 hours prior to commencing construction of
improvements, the subdivider shall notify the Town Engineer of the time when he
proposes to commence construction of such improvements. The Town Engineer shall
cause inspection to be made to assure that all Town specifications and requirements shall
be met during the construction of improvements and shall assure the satisfactory
completion of improvements and utilities required by the Planning Board.

E. Proper installation of improvements. If the Town Engineer shall find, upon inspection of
the improvements performed before the expiration date of the performance bond, that any

160:14 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 196 of 362



   
§ 160-14 SUBDIVISION OF LAND § 160-15

of the improvements have not been constructed in accordance with plans and
specifications filed by the subdivider, he shall so report to the Planning Board. The
Planning Board then shall notify the subdivider and, if necessary, the bonding company
and take all necessary steps to preserve the Town's rights under the bond. No plat shall
be approved by the Planning Board as long as the subdivider is in default on a previously
approved plat.

§ 160-15. Street layout.

A. Location and construction. Streets shall be suitably located and conform with the
Comprehensive Plan and Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards. The arrangement
of streets shall be such as to cause no undue hardship to adjoining properties and shall be
coordinated so as to compose a convenient system.

B. Arrangement. The arrangement of streets in the subdivision shall provide for the
continuation of principal streets of adjoining subdivisions and for proper projection of
principal streets into adjoining properties which are not yet subdivided in order to make
possible necessary fire protection, movement of traffic and the construction or extension,
presently or when later required, of needed utilities and public services such as sewers,
water and drainage facilities. Where in the opinion of the Planning Board topographic or
other conditions make such continuance undesirable or impracticable, the above
conditions may be modified.

C. Minor streets. Minor streets shall be so laid out that their use by through traffic will be
discouraged.

D. Special treatment along major streets. When a subdivision abuts or contains an existing
or proposed major street, the Board may require marginal access streets, reverse frontage
with screen planting contained in a non-access reservation along the rear property line,
deep lots with rear service alleys, or such other treatment as may be necessary for
adequate protection of residential properties and to afford separation of through and local
traffic.

E. Provision for future resubdivision. Where a tract is subdivided into lots substantially
larger than the minimum size required in the zoning district in which a subdivision is
located, the Board may require that streets and lots be laid out so as to permit future
resubdivision in accordance with the requirements contained in this chapter.

F. Dead-end streets.

(1) The creation of dead-end or loop residential streets will be encouraged wherever
the Board finds that such type of development will not interfere with the normal
traffic circulation in the area.

(2) Subdivisions containing 20 lots or more shall have at least two street connections
with existing public streets or approved private streets.

G. Other required streets. Where a subdivision borders on or contains a railroad right-of-way
or limited access highway right-of-way, the Planning Board may require a street
approximately parallel to and on each side of such right-of-way, at a distance suitable for
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the appropriate use of the intervening land (as for park purposes in residential districts or
for commercial or industrial purposes in appropriate districts). Such distances shall also
be determined with due regard for the requirements of approach grades and future grade
separations.

§ 160-16. Street names.

A. Type of name. All street names shown on a preliminary plat or preliminary plat shall be
approved by the Planning Board. In general, streets shall have names and not numbers or
letters. All street names shall be approved by Schenectady County in accordance with the
Princetown Street Addressing Ordinance.

B. Names to be substantially different. Proposed street names shall be substantially different
so as not to be confused in sound or spelling with present names, except that streets that
join or are in alignment with streets of an abutting or neighboring property shall bear the
same name. Generally, no street should change direction by more than 90° without a
change in street name.

§ 160-17. Drainage improvements.

A. Removal of spring and surface water. The subdivider may be required by the Planning
Board to carry away by pipe or open ditch any spring or surface water that may exist,
either previous to or as a result of the subdivision. Such drainage facilities shall be
located in the street right-of-way where feasible or in perpetual unobstructed easements
of appropriate width and pursuant to Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards.

B. Drainage structures to be property designed. Drainage structures should be designed to
handle expected flows and to minimize the impacts from storm runoff. All structures and
facilities shall be designed in accordance with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation document entitled "Stormwater Management Guidelines for
New Development."

C. Land subject to flooding. Land subject to flooding or land deemed by the Planning Board
to be uninhabitable shall not be platted for residential occupancy, nor for such other uses
as may increase danger to health, life or property or aggravate the flood hazard, but such
land within the plat shall be set aside for such uses as shall not be endangered by
periodic or occasional inundation or improved in a manner satisfactory to remedy said
hazardous condition. The plat shall designate any official freshwater wetlands as defined
under Article 24 of the Environmental Conservation Law and shall conform in its layout
to prohibitions contained in the Law.

§ 160-18. Parks, open spaces, natural features.

A. Recreation areas shown on Town Plan. Where a proposed park, playground or open
space shown on the Town Plan is located in whole or in part in a subdivision, the Board
shall require that such area or areas be shown on the plat in accordance with the
requirements specified in Subsection B below. Such area or areas may be dedicated to
the Town or County by the subdivider, if the Town Board approves such dedication.
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B. Parks and playgrounds not shown on Town Plan.

(1) The Planning Board may require that the plat show sites of a character, extent and
location suitable for the development of a park, playground or other recreation
purpose for the exclusive use of the development. The Planning Board may require
that the developer satisfactorily grade any such recreation areas shown on the plat.

(2) The Board may require that not less than one acre of recreation space be provided
per 10 dwelling units shown on the plat. However, in no case shall the amount be
more than 10% of the total area of subdivision. Appropriate legal measures should
be taken to assure that such land can never be developed for other than recreational
purposes. In lieu of the land requirement, the Planning Board may require the
payment of a fee not to exceed $5,500 per lot toward a dedicated park fund.

C. Information to be submitted. In the event that an area to be used for a park or playground
is required to be so shown, the subdivider shall submit, prior to final approval, to the
Board three prints (one on cloth or equivalent), drawn in ink, showing, at a scale of not
less than 30 feet to the inch, such area and the following features thereof:

(1) The boundaries of the said area, giving lengths and bearings of all straight lines,
radii, lengths, central angles and tangent distances of all curves.

(2) Existing features such as brooks, ponds, clusters of trees, rock outcrops, structures.

(3) Existing and, if applicable, proposed changes in grade and contours of the said
area and of the area immediately adjacent.

D. Reserve strips prohibited. Reserve strips of land which might be used to control access
from the proposed subdivision to any neighboring property or to any land within the
subdivision itself shall be prohibited.

E. Preservation of natural features. The Planning Board shall, wherever possible, establish
the preservation of all natural features which add value to residential developments and
to the community, such as large trees or groves, watercourses and falls, beaches, historic
spots, vistas and similar irreplaceable assets. No tree with a diameter of eight inches or
more as measured three feet above the base of the trunk shall be removed unless such
tree is within the right-of-way of a street as shown on the final preliminary plat. Removal
of additional trees shall be subject to the approval of the Planning Board. In no case,
however, shall a tree with a diameter of eight inches or more as measured three feet
above the base of the trunk be removed without prior approval by the Planning Board.

ARTICLE VI
Documents to Be Submitted

§ 160-19. Sketch plan, environmental assessment, site evaluation forms.

The sketch plan initially submitted to the Planning Board shall be based on Tax Map
information or some other similarly accurate base map, at a scale preferably not less than 200
feet to the inch, to enable the entire tract to be shown on one sheet. The sketch plan shall be
submitted, with the following attachments and information:
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A. The location of that portion which is to be subdivided in relation to the entire tract and
the distance to the nearest existing street intersection.

B. The approximate location of all existing structures, wooded areas, rock outcrops,
designated wetlands and/or floodplains, streams and other significant physical features
within the portion to be subdivided and within 200 feet thereof. Contours shall also be
indicated at intervals of no more than 10 feet.

C. The name of the owner and of all adjoining property owners as disclosed by the most
recent municipal tax records.

D. Copy of deed, current tax search, abstract of title, Tax Map sheet, block and lot numbers.

E. All the utilities available and all streets which are either proposed, mapped or built.

F. The proposed pattern of lots (including relevant dimensional data pursuant to Chapter
200, Zoning), street layout, recreation areas, systems of drainage, sewerage and water
supply within the subdivided area.

G. All existing restrictions on the use of land, including deed, easements, covenants or
zoning lines.

H. A completed environmental assessment form (Short Form EAF) for the proposal.

I. If within a residential district, the location of the proposed dwelling on each lot and the
location of the proposed well, sewage disposal area, and driveway which would serve
each dwelling.

J. All available information as to the depth, construction and approximate yield of existing
wells within 200 feet of the proposed subdivision, including such information from the
Princetown Well Survey and any other evidence that the applicant can provide.

K. A site evaluation form, which shall have such relevant data as to slopes and soil types,
and other pertinent information as the Planning Board or Town Engineer may require.

L. Stormwater pollution prevention plan. A stormwater pollution prevention plan
("SWPPP") as required pursuant to Chapter 150, Stormwater Management, of the Code.

§ 160-20. Minor subdivision plat.

Subdivision applications for minor subdivisions shall include the following information:

A. A copy of such covenants or deed restrictions as are intended to cover all or part of the
tract.

B. An actual field survey of the boundary lines of the tract, giving complete descriptive data
by bearings and distances, made and certified to by a licensed land surveyor. The corners
of the tract shall also be located on the ground and marked by permanent metal
monuments at least 3/4 inches in diameter and 24 inches in length, and located in the
ground to the existing grade, and shall be referenced and shown on the plat.

C. The following four notes concerning the sewage disposal system, as applicable:
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(1) A note signed by a licensed professional engineer that there is no foreseeable
difficulty for reasons of topography, soils or other natural conditions in
constructing a building which will comply with the Zoning Law at the time of such
certification.

(2) A note stating that all on-site water supply and sewage disposal facilities shall be
designed in accordance with the minimum requirements of the New York State
Department of Health or Department of Environmental Conservation, whichever is
applicable.

(3) For proposed residential lots, a note, signed by a professional engineer, that states
either that there is an existing sewer available with a capacity to service any
allowable dwellings on such lot or that a field inspection and soil investigation of
each lot was performed and that there are no physical limitations which would
prevent the installation of an approved on-site sewage system for the proposed
dwelling at the location indicated on the plat which would meet the applicable
requirements of the Department of Health at the time of such certification.

(4) A note which states the following: "There is no public water supply planned to
service this subdivision in the near future. The yield of water from wells and other
underground sources such as wells may be limited, nonexistent or may decrease or
dry up entirely with the passage of time due to changes in precipitation amounts or
other factors."

D. Proposed subdivision name, the town and county in which it is located, date, true North
arrow, and map scale.

E. The name and address of record owner, subdivider and the signature, license numbers
and stamp or seal of the engineer or licensed land surveyor.

F. The plat to be filed with the County Clerk shall be printed on Mylar. The size of the
sheets shall be 34 inches by 44 inches or 22 inches by 34 inches, including a margin for
binding of two inches outside of the border along the left side and a margin of one inch
outside of the border along the remaining sides. The Plat shall be drawn at a scale of no
more than 50 feet to the inch. When more than one sheet is required, an additional index
sheet of the same size shall be filed showing to scale the entire subdivision with lot and
block numbers clearly legible.

G. The name of all subdivisions immediately adjacent and the name of the owners of record
of all adjacent property.

H. Zoning district, including exact boundary lines of the district, if more than one district,
and any proposed changes in the zoning district lines and/or the Zoning Ordinance text
applicable to the area to be subdivided.

I. The width and location of any streets or public ways or places shown on the Official
Map or the Master Plan, if such exists, within the area to be subdivided.

J. The proposed lot lines with approximate dimensions and area of each lot.

K. Minimum building setback lines.
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L. Location of existing property lines, easements, buildings, streams, marshes, designated
wetlands and/or floodplains, rock outcrops, wooded areas, and other significant existing
features for the proposed subdivision and adjacent property.

M. Location of existing sewers, wells and septic systems and leach fields or dry wells, water
mains, culverts and drains on the property and within 200 feet outside the property, with
pipe sizes, grades and direction of flow.

N. If proposed for residential use, the location of the proposed dwelling on each lot and the
location of the proposed driveway which would serve each dwelling.

O. Certification by the Town Clerk that all fees and reimbursable expenses owed by the
applicant are paid in full.

§ 160-21. Preliminary plat for major subdivision and accompanying data.

For preliminary plats for major subdivisions, the applicant shall supply all of the information
required under § 160-20 for minor subdivisions. In addition, the following information and
documents are required: seven additional copies of the plat, showing in addition to the
requirements listed in § 160-20:

A. All parcels of land proposed to be dedicated to public use and the conditions of such
dedication.

B. Contours with intervals of two feet or less, including elevations on existing roads.
Approximate grading plan, if natural contours are to be changed more than two feet.

C. The width, location, grades and street profiles of all streets or public ways proposed by
the developer pursuant to Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards.

D. The approximate location, size and profile of all proposed waterlines, valves, hydrants
and sewer lines, and fire alarm boxes. Connection to existing lines or alternate means of
water supply or sewage disposal and treatment, as provided in the Public Health Law,
including the approximate location of necessary individual wells and on-site sewage
disposal systems.

E. Storm drainage plan, indicating the location and size of proposed lines and their profiles.
Connection to existing lines or alternate means of disposal pursuant to Chapter 155,
Street and Drainage Standards.

F. Plans and cross sections, showing the proposed location and type of sidewalks,
streetlighting standards, street trees, curbs, water mains, sanitary sewers and storm drains,
and the size and type thereof, the character, width and depth of pavements and subbase,
the location of manholes, basins and underground conduits pursuant to Chapter 155,
Street and Drainage Standards.

G. Preliminary designs of any bridges or culverts which may be required.

H. Where the topography is such as to make difficult the inclusion of any of the required
facilities within the public areas as laid out, the preliminary plat shall show the
boundaries of proposed permanent easements over or under private property, which
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permanent easements shall not be less than 30 feet in width and which shall provide
satisfactory access to an existing public highway or other public highway or public open
space shown on the subdivision or the Official Map.

I. Proof that the soils located in the land to be subdivided are suited to the proposed
development.

J. Proof that the subdivision will not disturb dunes, creeks or other water bodies and meet
with current standards of the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service practices. In determining the required setback line from the verge
of creek slopes, an angle of repose of 1:2 measured at the toe of the slope shall be used.
In instances where the angle of repose is not applicable, due to a lesser degree of slope at
the toe, a one-hundred-foot setback shall apply.

K. Proof that there will be no disturbance of the natural drainage affecting runoff. The
impact of such runoff upon the environment shall be calculated by the current methods
available from the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service, so that the Planning Board may be able to determine the
detrimental effects, if any, upon the adjacent property owners.

L. Proof that surface water drainage will be accomplished by a method or methods which
do not cause damage to the environment, either by erosion and consequent silting of
creeks, ponds or other water bodies or by detrimental effects upon the water table. The
suggested methods of surface water drainage are outlined in the latest version of the
NYSDEC publication entitled "Stormwater Guidelines for New Development," or its
successor document.

M. Proof that no development is proposed on dune slopes or adjacent to creeks to preserve
open space in its natural state, thereby protecting land and water for the benefit of
indigenous flora and fauna. The area to be preserved shall be delineated by the directives
set forth in (17) above.

N. Proof that the water and sewerage systems are in conformance with the regulation of the
New York State Departments of Health and Environmental Conservation.

O. If on-lot water supplies are proposed, proof that adequate underground supplies exist for
proposed dwellings. This shall include information as to the depth and yield of water
from at least one test well on the subject property. In addition, when more than five lots
are proposed, information from at least one test well per every five lots proposed, spaced
appropriately throughout the proposed subdivision, shall be provided.

P. If the application covers only a part of the subdivider's entire holding, a map of the entire
tract, drawn at a scale of not less than 400 feet to the inch, showing an outline of the
plan area with its proposed streets and indication of the probable future street system
with its grades and drainage in the remaining portion of the tract and the probable future
drainage layout of the entire tract shall be submitted. The part of the subdivider's entire
holding submitted shall be considered in the light of the entire holdings.

Q. A draft environmental impact statement (if it was determined at the sketch plan review
that this was required)

160:21 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 203 of 362



   
§ 160-22 PRINCETOWN CODE § 160-22

§ 160-22. Final plat for major subdivision and accompanying data.

In addition to the submittals required in § 160-21, the following additional documents and
information shall be submitted for final plat approval:

A. Street lines, pedestrianways, lots, reservations, easements and areas to be dedicated to
public use.

B. Sufficient data acceptable to the Town Engineer to determine readily the location,
bearing and length of every street line, lot line, boundary line, and to reproduce such
lines upon the ground. Where applicable, these should be referenced to monuments
included in the State Plane Coordinate System and in any event should be tied to
reference points previously established by a public authority.

C. The length and bearing of all straight lines, radii, length or curves and central angles of
all curves, tangent bearings shall be given for each street. All dimensions and angles of
the lines of each lot shall also be given. All dimensions shall be shown in feet and
decimals of a foot. The plat shall show the boundaries of the property, location, graphic
scale and North arrow.

D. The plat shall also show by proper designation thereon all public open spaces for which
deeds are included and those spaces title to which is reserved by the developer. For any
of the latter, there shall be submitted with the preliminary plat copies of agreements or
other documents showing the manner in which such areas are to be maintained and the
provisions made therefor.

E. All offers of cession and covenants governing the maintenance of unceded open space
shall bear the certificate of approval of the Town Attorney as to their legal sufficiency.

F. Lots and blocks within a subdivision shall be numbered in accordance with the Street
Addressing Ordinance and lettered in alphabetical order in accordance with the prevailing
Town practice.

G. Permanent reference monuments shall be shown and shall be constructed in accordance
with Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards. When referenced to the State Plane
Coordinate System, they shall also conform to the requirements of the State Department
of Transportation. They shall be placed as required by the Town Engineer and their
location noted and referenced upon the plat.

H. Monuments shall be set at all corners and angle points or the boundaries of the original
tract to be subdivided and at all street intersections, angle points in street lines, points or
such intermediate points as shall be required in Chapter 155, Street and Drainage
Standards, or by the Town Engineer.

I. Construction drawings including plans, profiles and typical cross sections as required,
showing the proposed location, size and type of streets, sidewalks, streetlighting
standards, street trees, curbs, water mains, sanitary sewers and storm drains, proposed
and actual well locations, proposed and actual septic systems, pavements and subbase,
manholes, catch basins, and similar facilities. Such drawings must be accompanied by the
license number and seal of the professional engineer.
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J. Certification by the Town Clerk that all fees and reimbursable expenses owed by the
applicant are paid in full.

K. Any other information or modifications which were requested by the Planning Board
after review of the preliminary plat.

ARTICLE VII
Waivers

§ 160-23. Application.

Upon the written request of an applicant and where the Planning Board finds that, due to the
special circumstances of a particular plat, the provision of certain improvements or submittals
is not requisite in the interest of the public health, safety and general welfare or is
inappropriate because of inadequacy or lack of connection facilities adjacent or in proximity
to the proposed subdivision, it may waive such requirements, subject to appropriate
conditions, provided that such waiver will not have the effect of nullifying the intent and
purpose of the Official Map, the Comprehensive Plan or Chapter 200, Zoning.

§ 160-24. Substantial compliance required.

In granting waivers, the Planning Board shall require such conditions as will, in its judgment,
secure substantially the objectives of the standard or requirements so waived.

ARTICLE VIII
Penalties

§ 160-25. Penalties for offenses.

A. Any person, firm, partnership or corporation who shall sell, transfer, offer or agree to sell
or transfer any property in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a violation
punishable by a fine not to exceed $250.

B. Each week's continued violation shall constitute a separate additional violation.
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Chapter 165

TAXATION
 

ARTICLE I § 165-6. Conditions of exemption. 
Senior Citizens Tax Exemption  § 165-7. Cooperatives.

 § 165-1. Exemption granted. ARTICLE IV
§ 165-2. Conditions. Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and

Ambulance Workers
ARTICLE II

Veterans Exemption § 165-8. Exemption granted; amount. 

§ 165-9. Conditions. 
§ 165-3. Adjustment ratio. 

 § 165-10. Veteran members.
§ 165-4. Adjustment by Assessor. 

 § 165-11. Application.

§ 165-12. Effect on other benefits.ARTICLE III
Exemption for Persons with Disabilities

and Limited Incomes

§ 165-5. Exemption granted; amount. 
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as indicated in
article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
Senior Citizens Tax Exemption

[Adopted 11-9-1982 by L.L. No. 1-1982; as last amended 4-8-2003 by L.L. No. 2-2003]

§ 165-1. Exemption granted. [Amended 3-18-2004 by L.L. No. 2-20041 ]

Pursuant to § 467 of the New York Property Tax Law, real property owned by one or more
persons, each of whom is 65 years of age or over, or real property owned by husband and
wife or by siblings, one of whom is 65 years of age or over, shall be exempt from taxation by
the County of Schenectady to the extent as provided in the following schedule:

Percentage Assessed
Annual Income Valuation Exempt from Taxation

Less than $29,000 50%

More than $29,001 but less than $30,000 45%

More than $30,000 but less than $31,000 40%

More than $31,000 but less than $32,000 35%

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Percentage Assessed
Annual Income Valuation Exempt from Taxation
More than $32,000 but less than $32,900 30%

More than $32,900 but less than $33,800 25%

More than $33,800 but less than $34,700 20%

More than $34,700 but less than $35,600 15%

More than $35,600 but less than $36,500 10%

More than $36,500 but less than $37,400 5%

Over $37,400 0% 

§ 165-2. Conditions.

No exemption shall be granted:

A. If the income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the property for the
income tax year immediately preceding the date of making application for exemption
exceeds the sum of $37,400. Income tax year shall mean the twelve-month period for
which the owner or owners filed a federal personal income tax return, or if no such
return is filed, the calendar year. Where title is vested in either the husband or the wife,
their combined income may not exceed such sum, except where the husband or wife, or
ex-husband or ex-wife, is absent from the property as provided in Subsection D(2), then
only the income of the spouse or ex-spouse residing on the property shall be considered
and may not exceed such sum. Such income shall include social security and retirement
benefits, interest, dividends, total gain from the sale or exchange of a capital asset which
may be offset by a loss from the sale or exchange of a capital asset in the same income
tax year, net rental income, salary or earnings, and net income from self-employment, but
shall not include a return of capital, gifts, inheritances, payments made to individuals
because of their status as victims of Nazi persecution, as defined in P.L. 103-286 or
monies earned through employment in the federal foster grandparent program, and any
such income shall be offset by all medical and prescription drug expenses actually paid
which were not reimbursed or paid for by insurance. Furthermore, such income shall not
include the proceeds of a reverse mortgage, as authorized by § 6-h of the Banking Law
and §§ 280 and 280-a of the Real Property Law; provided, however that monies used to
repay a reverse mortgage may not be deducted from income, and provided additionally
that any interest or dividends realized from the investment of reverse mortgage proceeds
shall be considered income. The provision of this subsection notwithstanding, such
income shall not include veterans disability compensation, as defined in Title 38 of the
United States Code. In computing net rental income and net income from
self-employment, no depreciation deduction shall be allowed for the exhaustion, wear
and tear of real or personal property held for the production of income;  [Amended
3-18-2004 by L.L. No. 2-20042 ]

B. Unless the owner shall have held an exemption under this section for his previous
residence or unless the title of the property shall have been vested in the owner or one of

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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the owners of the property for at least 12 consecutive months prior to the date of making
application for exemption; provided, however, that in the event of the death of either a
husband or wife in whose name title of the property shall have been vested at the time of
death and then becomes vested solely in the survivor by virtue of devise by or descent
from the deceased husband or wife, the time of ownership of the property of the
deceased husband or wife shall be deemed also a time of ownership by the survivor, and
such ownership shall be deemed continuous for the purposes of computing such period of
twelve consecutive months. In the event of a transfer by either a husband or wife to the
other spouse of all or part of the title to the property, the time of ownership of the
property by the transferor spouse shall be deemed also a time or ownership by the
transferee spouse, and such ownership shall be deemed continuous for the purposes of
computing such period of twelve consecutive months. Where property of the owner or
owners has been acquired to replace property formerly owned by such owner or owners
and taken by eminent domain or other involuntary proceeding, except a tax sale, the
period of ownership of the former property shall be combined with the period of
ownership of the property for which application is made for exemption, and such periods
of ownership shall be deemed to be consecutive for purposes of this section. Where a
residence is sold and replaced with another within one year and both residences are
within the state, the period of ownership of both properties shall be deemed consecutive
for purposes of the exemption from taxation by a municipality within the state granting
such exemption. Where the owner or owners transfer title to property which as of the
date of transfer was exempt from taxation under the provisions of this section, the
reacquisition of title by such owner or owners within nine months of the date of transfer
shall be deemed to satisfy the requirement of this paragraph that the title of the property
shall have vested in the owner or one of the owners for such period of twelve
consecutive months. Where, upon or subsequent to the death of an owner or owners, title
to property which as of the date of such death was exempt from taxation under such
provisions becomes vested by virtue of devise or descent from the deceased owner or
owners, or by transfer by any other means within nine months after such death, solely in
a person or persons who, at the time of such death, maintained such property as a
primary residence, the requirement of this paragraph that the title of the property shall
have been vested in the owner or one of the owners for such period of twelve
consecutive months shall be deemed satisfied;3

C. Unless the property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that
in the event any portion of such property is not so used exclusively for residential
purposes but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation, and the
remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this section;

D. Unless the real property is the legal residence of and is occupied in the whole or in part
by the owner or by all of the owners of the property, except where:

(1) An owner is absent from the residence while receiving health-related care as an
inpatient of a residential health care facility, as defined in § 2801 of the Public
Health Law, provided that any income accruing to the person shall only be income
only to the extent that it exceeds the amount paid by such owner, spouse or

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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co-owner for care in the facility; and provided, further, that during such
confinement such property is not occupied by other than the spouse or co-owner of
such owner; or

(2) The real property is owned by a husband and/or wife, or an ex-husband and/or an
ex-wife, and either is absent from the residence due to divorce, legal separation or
abandonment and all other provisions of this section are met, provided that where
an exemption was previously granted when both resided on the property, then the
person remaining on the real property shall be 62 years of age or over.

ARTICLE II
Veterans Exemption

[Adopted 1-17-1985 by L.L. No. 1-1985]

§ 165-3. Adjustment ratio.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Real Property Tax Law § 458, subdivision (5)(a), as
amended by Chapter 525 of the Laws of 1984, the existing real property tax exemption
granted to certain veterans be and the same hereby is increased or decreased in the same
proportion as the total assessed value has been increased or decreased by reason of full value
assessment.

§ 165-4. Adjustment by Assessor.

Such adjustment shall be made by the Assessor in the manner provided in § 458(1)(3) of the
Real Property Tax Law.

ARTICLE III
Exemption for Persons with Disabilities and Limited Incomes

[Adopted 2-10-1998 by L.L. No. 1-1998]

§ 165-5. Exemption granted; amount. [Amended 4-8-2003 by L.L. No. 1-2003; 3-18-2004
by L.L. No. 1-20044 ]

Pursuant to § 459-c of the New York Real Property Tax Law, real property owned by one or
more persons with disabilities or real property owned by a husband, wife, or both, or by
siblings, at least one of whom has a disability, and whose income, as hereafter defined, is
limited by reason of such disability, shall be exempt from taxation by the Town of
Princetown, County of Schenectady, to the extent as provided in the following schedule:

Percentage Assessed
Annual Income Valuation Exempt from Taxation

Less than $29,000 50%

More than $29,001 but less than $30,000 45%

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Percentage Assessed
Annual Income Valuation Exempt from Taxation
More than $30,000 but less than $31,000 40%

More than $31,000 but less than $32,000 35%

More than $32,000 but less than $32,900 30%

More than $32,900 but less than $33,800 25%

More than $33,800 but less than $34,700 20%

More than $34,700 but less than $35,600 15%

More than $35,600 but less than $36,500 10%

More than $36,500 but less than $37,400 5%

Over $37,400 0% 

§ 165-6. Conditions of exemption. [Amended 4-8-2003 by L.L. No. 1-2003; 3-18-2004 by
L.L. No. 1-2004]

The aforesaid exemption may be subject to the following conditions, to wit:

A. No exemption shall be granted if the income of the owner or the combined income of the
owners of the property for the income tax year immediately preceding the date of making
application for exemption exceeds the sum of $37,400. Income tax year shall mean the
twelve-month period for which the owner or owners filed a federal personal income tax
return, or if no such return is filed, the calendar year. Where title is vested in either the
husband or the wife, their combined income may not exceed such sum, except where the
husband or wife, or ex-husband or ex-wife, is absent from the property due to divorce,
legal separation or abandonment, then only the income of the spouse or ex-spouse
residing on the property shall be considered and may not exceed such sum. Such income
shall include social security and retirement benefits, interest, dividends, total gain from
the sale or exchange of a capital asset which may be offset by a loss from the sale or
exchange of a capital asset in the same income tax year, net rental income, salary or
earnings, and net income from self-employment, but shall not include a return of capital,
gifts, inheritances or monies earned through employment in the federal foster grandparent
program, and any such income shall be offset by all medical and prescription drug
expenses actually paid which were not reimbursed or paid for by insurance. In computing
net rental income and net income from self-employment, no depreciation deduction shall
be allowed for the exhaustion, wear and tear of real or personal property held for the
production of income;5

B. Unless the property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that
in the event any portion of such property is not so used exclusively for residential
purposes but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation, and the
remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this section;

C. Unless the real property is the legal residence of and is occupied in whole or in part by
the disabled person; except where the disabled person is absent from the residence while

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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receiving health-related care as an inpatient of a residential health care facility, as defined
in § 2801 of the Public Health Law, provided that any income accruing to that person
shall be considered income for purposes of this section only to the extent that it exceeds
the amount paid by such person or spouse or sibling of such person for care in the
facility.

§ 165-7. Cooperatives.

A. Title to that portion of real property owned by a cooperative apartment corporation in
which a tenant-stockholder of such corporation resides, and which is represented by his
share or shares of stock in such corporation as determined by its or their proportional
relationship to the total outstanding stock of the corporation, including that owned by the
corporation, shall be deemed to be vested in such tenant-stockholder.

B. That proportion of the assessment of such real property owned by a cooperative
apartment corporation determined by the relationship of such real property vested in such
tenant-stockholder to such entire parcel and the buildings thereon owned by such
cooperative apartment corporation in which such tenant-stockholder resides shall be
subject to exemption from taxation pursuant to this section, and any exemption so
granted shall be credited by the appropriate taxing authority against the assessed
valuation of such real property; the reduction in real property taxes realized thereby shall
be credited by the cooperative apartment corporation against the amount of such taxes
otherwise payable by or chargeable to such tenant-stockholder.

ARTICLE IV
Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers

[Adopted at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)]

§ 165-8. Exemption granted; amount.

Pursuant to § 466-e of the New York Real Property Tax Law, real property owned by a
person, or owned by such person and his or her spouse, who is an enrolled member of an
incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated volunteer ambulance
service shall be exempt from taxation by the Town of Princetown to the extent of 10% of the
assessed value of such property for Town purposes, exclusive of special assessments;
provided, however, that such exemption shall in no event exceed $3,000 multiplied by the
state equalization rate for the assessing unit in which such property is located.

§ 165-9. Conditions.

Such exemption shall not be granted unless:

A. The person applying for the exemption resides in the Town of Princetown served by such
incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service;

B. The property is the primary residence of the person applying for the exemption;

165:6 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 212 of 362



   
§ 165-9 TAXATION § 165-12

C. The property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that in the
event any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant's residence
but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining
portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this article; and the person
applying for the exemption has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the
incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department as an enrolled member of such
incorporated volunteer fire company for at least five years, or has been certified by the
authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an
enrolled member of such incorporated voluntary ambulance service for at least five years;

D. For Town of Princetown purposes, the procedure for certification by the appropriate
authority shall be determined by the Assessor of the Town of Princetown.

§ 165-10. Veteran members.

On or after the effective date of this article, an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer
fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who accrues more
than 20 years of active service, and is so certified by the authority have jurisdiction for the
volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be
granted the ten-percent exemption as authorized by this article for the remainder of his or her
life as long as his or her primary residence is located in the Town of Princetown.

§ 165-11. Application.

Application for such exemption shall be filed with the Assessor of the Town of Princetown on
or before the exemption filing deadline date on a form as prescribed by the State Board.

§ 165-12. Effect on other benefits.

No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer ambulance worker who by reason of
such status is receiving any benefit under the provision of Article 4 of the New York State
Real Property Tax Law on January 1, 2005, shall suffer any diminution of such benefit
because of the provisions of this article.
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Chapter 170

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES
 
§ 170-1. Purpose and legislative § 170-6. Content of application. 
 findings.  § 170-7. Terms and conditions.
§ 170-2. Town Board approval. § 170-8. Procedures, notification and
§ 170-3. Definitions.  hearings.

 § 170-4. Policy and procedure. § 170-9. Telecommunications facility
 siting permit.§ 170-5. Fees. 
§ 170-10. Miscellaneous.

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 9-8-1998 by L.L.
No. 4-1998. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Zoning — See Ch. 200.

§ 170-1. Purpose and legislative findings.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 affirmed the Town of Princetown's authority concerning
the placement, construction and modification of telecommunications towers. The Town Board
of the Town of Princetown finds that telecommunications towers and related facilities may
pose a unique hazard to the health, safety, public welfare and environment of the Town of
Princetown and its inhabitants. In order to ensure that the placement, construction or
modification of telecommunications towers and related facilities is consistent with the Town's
land use policies, and to fulfill its obligations under the State Environmental Quality Review
Act, the Town is adopting a single, comprehensive telecommunications tower application and
permit process. The intent of this chapter is to minimize the negative impact of
telecommunications towers, minimize the number of towers in the community by encouraging
shared use and the use of existing structures, establish a fair and efficient process for review
and approval of applications, assure an integrated comprehensive review of environmental
impacts of such facilities, and protect the health, safety and welfare of the people of the Town
of Princetown. The Town Board, recognizing that it cannot ban such facilities from the Town,
intends to implement this chapter so as to minimize to the maximum extent possible the
negative aesthetic impact of such facilities.

§ 170-2. Town Board approval.

As of the effective date of this chapter, no person shall site, build or prepare any site for the
placement or use of any telecommunications tower, antenna(s) or related facilities without
first duly applying for and obtaining the written approval of the Town Board (hereinafter
"telecommunications siting permit" or "permit") according to the procedures and requirements
of this chapter.
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§ 170-3. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

ANTENNAE — A system of electrical conductors that transmit or receive radio frequency
waves. Such waves shall include, but not be limited to, radio, television, cellular, paging,
personal communications services, and microwave communications.

APPLICANT — Shall include any individual, corporation, estate, trust, partnership, joint
stock company, association of two or more persons, limited liability company, or entity that
submits an application.

APPLICATION — The form, together with all necessary and appropriate documentation,
required of the applicant to receive a telecommunications siting permit.

COLLAPSE ZONE — The area in which any portion of a telecommunications tower could
or would fall, collapse or plunge to the earth. The collapse zone shall be no less than the
lateral equivalent of the distance from the break point to the top of the structure, plus 10 feet,
such being not less than 1/2 height of the structure.

CO-LOCATION — The use of the same telecommunications tower or structure to carry two
or more antennas for the provision of wireless services by two or more persons or entities.

EAF — Environmental assessment form.

FAA — The Federal Aviation Administration.

FCC — The Federal Communications Commission.

HEIGHT — When referring to a telecommunications tower or structure, the distance
measured from the preexisting grade level to the highest point on the tower or structure, even
if said highest point is an antenna.

NIER — Nonionizing electromagnetic radiation.

RELATED FACILITIES — Any accessory facility or structure serving or being used in
conjunction with a telecommunications tower, including but not limited to utility or
transmission equipment storage sheds or cabinets.

SATELLITE ANTENNA — Any parabolic dish, antenna or other device or equipment of
whatever nature or kind, the primary purpose of which is to receive television, radio, light,
microwave or other electronic signals, waves and/or communications from space satellites or
airborne sources.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS — The transmission and reception of audio, video, data and
other information or signals by wire, radio, light or other electronic or electromagnetic
systems.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER — Structure or locations selected/designed or intended
to be used to support an antenna. It includes, without limit, freestanding towers, guyed towers,
monopoles and structures of similar height, including but not limited to structures such as
buildings, church steeples, silos, water towers, utility towers and poles, signs or other similar
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structures. It is a structure intended for transmitting and/or receiving radio, television, cellular,
paging, personal communications services or microwave communications, but excluding those
used exclusively for fire, police and other dispatch communications, or exclusively for private
radio and television reception and private citizens band, amateur radio and other similar
communications that do not exceed height limitations addressed elsewhere in Town
regulations.  

§ 170-4. Policy and procedure.

A. The Town of Princetown's policy is to minimize the impact of telecommunications
towers in the Town and mitigate the impact of such facilities as are required.

B. The Town finds that co-location and effective camouflaging of telecommunications
facilities is in the public interest and should be encouraged. As hereinafter described, the
Town Board will waive such requirements of the application for facilities to be
co-located on existing structures or for facilities which will be effectively camouflaged
(sometimes called "stealth facilities") in either existing or new structures. The Town
Board will expedite review and approval of such applications.

C. The Town Board may retain the services of consultants or experts to assist it in
reviewing applications pursuant to this chapter.

D. The Town Board may refer any applications or part thereof to any advisory or other
committee for nonbinding recommendations.

E. The Town Board may conduct preapplication meetings with potential applicants, at the
applicant's request.

F. Except for necessary building permits and subsequent certificates of compliance, no
additional permits or approvals from the Town of Princetown (e.g., site plan, zoning
approvals) will be required for facilities covered by this chapter.

G. The Town Board will undertake review of applications pursuant to this chapter in a
timely fashion, consistent with its responsibilities, and shall act within a reasonable
period of time given the relative complexity of the application and the circumstances,
with due regard for the public's interest and need to be involved and the applicant's desire
for a timely resolution and the requirements of FCC regulations.1

H. Given the public's perception of the risks of radio frequency technology, the Town Board
may hold one or more public information sessions for purposes of addressing the public's
concerns regarding the health and safety implications of the applicant's requested permit
and may compel that the applicant be available to answer questions. The Town Board
may not, however, refuse to issue a telecommunications siting permit on the grounds of
the public's concern regarding the health and safety of the proposed facility's RF
emissions if the parameters of the RF emissions comply with applicable federal law.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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I. The Town Board intends to be the lead agency pursuant to SEQRA. The Town Board
shall conduct an integrated comprehensive environmental review of the proposed project
as part of its review of the application under this chapter.

J. The Town Board shall refer applications to the county planning agency of Schenectady
County when and as required by law.

§ 170-5. Fees.

A. An application for new telecommunications towers shall be accompanied by an
application fee. Application fees are set from time to time by resolution of the Town
Board.2

B. An application for co-location on existing towers, or completely camouflaged (i.e.,
"stealth site") installations, shall be accompanied by an application fee. Application fees
are set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board.3

C. All applicants will be required to deposit with the Town funds sufficient to reimburse the
Town for the actual reasonable costs of the Town's consulting engineer, attorney or other
consultant and expert assistance to the Town Board in connection with review of the
application. The Town Clerk will maintain a separate account for all escrow deposits.
The Town's consultants shall provide, at the Board's request, estimates and the basis for
their charges and shall bill the Town monthly for their services in reviewing such
application and performing their duties. These monthly billings shall be charged against
the applicant's escrow balance. If at any time during the review and approval process the
applicant's escrow account shows a negative balance, additional funds must be submitted
to the Town Clerk before any further action can be taken on the application. If at the
conclusion of the review and approval process the amount of such services is more than
the amount escrowed pursuant hereto, the applicant shall pay the difference to the Town
Clerk prior to the issuance of any building permits or certificates of compliance, and in
the event that the amount held in escrow by the Town Clerk is more than the amount of
the actual billing, the difference shall be refunded to the applicant.

§ 170-6. Content of application.

A. Applications under this chapter must contain at least the information required by this
section. The application must be verified by a responsible officer of the applicant. The
landowner, if different than the applicant, shall acknowledge the application and verify
that he is aware of the application and is aware that the Town may deny the application
or issue a permit with conditions. Where this section calls for "certification," such
certification shall be by a qualified person acceptable to the Town of Princetown, unless
otherwise noted. All applicants should seek preapplication meetings with the Town
Board.

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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B. The Town Board of the Town of Princetown will, upon the applicant's request, waive
some of the provisions of this section in cases where the application is for a co-located
facility or an effectively camouflaged (i.e., "stealth") facility. The applicant should seek a
preapplication meeting with the Town Board to review such a proposed application and
settle the waivers or establish provisions which will help to expedite review and
permitting for such applications. The purpose of such waivers or other alternative
procedures shall be to expedite and minimize the cost to the applicant and the Town of
Princetown for review and permitting for co-location and other applications that meet the
minimization and mitigation goals of this chapter.

C. An application for a permit under this chapter shall contain at least the following
information:

(1) Name(s) and address(es) of person(s) preparing the report and telephone number of
a contact person.

(2) Name(s) and address(es) of the proposed property site owner, operator and
applicant.

(3) Postal address and sheet, block and lot or parcel number of the proposed property
site.

(4) Zoning district in which the proposed site is situated.

(5) A map showing the size of the proposed property site and the location of all lot
lines.

(6) Location of the nearest residential structure.

(7) Location of nearest habitable structure.

(8) Location of all structures on the proposed property site which is the subject of the
application.

(9) Location, size and height of all proposed and existing antennas and all appurtenant
structures, and showing the "collapse zone" on the drawing.

(10) Type, size and location of all proposed and existing landscaping.

(11) The number, type and design of the tower and antenna(s) proposed, the basis for
the calculations of tower and system capacity, and the grounding for the
installation.

(12) The make, model and manufacturer of the tower and antenna(s).

(13) A description of the proposed tower and antenna(s) and all related fixtures,
structures, appurtenances and apparatus, including height above grade, materials,
color and lighting.

(14) The frequency, modulation and class of service of radio equipment.

(15) Transmission and maximum effective radiated power of the antenna(s).
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(16) Direction of maximum lobes and associated radiation of the antenna(s).

(17) Applicant's proposed tower maintenance and inspection procedures and record
systems.

(18) Certification by a qualified professional that NIER levels at the proposed site are
within parameters adopted by the FCC.

(19) Certification by a qualified professional that the proposed antenna(s) will not cause
interference with existing communication devices.

(20) Certification by a New York State licensed professional engineer that the tower
and attachments as designed meet all structural requirements for such items as
loads, wind, ice, etc.; after construction, the applicant shall certify that "as built"
the structure also meets all applicable requirements.

(21) Applicant shall name the Town as an additional insured on its insurance policy, in
a reasonable amount to be agreed upon between the applicant and the Town
Supervisor.

(22) A copy of the FCC license applicable to the application.

(23) The applicant's plan for a period of at least two years for telecommunication
facilities located or to be located in the Town and all adjoining municipalities. The
applicant shall identify and disclose the number and locations of any additional
sites that the applicant has, is or will be considering, reviewing or planning for
towers, antenna(s) or related facilities in the Town and all towns adjoining the
Town for a period of at least two years from the date of the submittal of the
application.

(24) The applicant shall demonstrate its review of proposed alternatives as required by
this chapter. An applicant may not omit analysis of appropriate alternative sites of
lesser impact on the grounds that the site presented is the only site leased or
selected. An application shall address co-location as an option, and if such option
is not proposed, the applicant must explain why the option is not feasible.

(25) In the case of an application for a new telecommunications tower, the applicant
must examine the feasibility of designing a proposed tower to accommodate future
demand for at least two additional commercial applications (i.e., future
co-locations). The tower must be structurally designed to accommodate at least two
additional antenna arrays equal to those of the applicant and located as close to the
applicant's antenna as possible without causing interference. The requirement to
construct a tower that can accommodate co-location may be waived by the Town,
provided that the applicant demonstrates that the provision of future shared usage
of the facility is not feasible and an unnecessary burden, based upon considerations
such as, for example:

(a) The number of FCC licenses foreseeable as available for the area;

(b) The kind of tower site and structure required;
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(c) The number of existing and potential licenses without tower spaces/sites;

(d) Available spaces on existing and approved towers; and

(e) The potential for significant adverse visual impact of a tower designed for
shared use.

(26) The applicant may be required to address the impact upon property values in the
neighborhood brought about by the proposed tower.

(27) The applicant shall set forth alternative tower designs, color schemes and disguises
for the telecommunications tower, antennas and related facilities, including a
design which effectively camouflages the facility ("stealth facility") or avoids the
use of a freestanding metal tower. The applicant shall explain why a towerless
system, such as a system that uses cable television or other technologies, is not
feasible.

(28) The applicant shall submit copies of its site prioritization and propagation studies
or analyses.

(29) The applicant shall submit a comprehensive report inventorying existing towers
and other appropriate structures within four miles (unless the applicant can show
that some other distance is more reasonable) of any proposed new tower site and
outlining opportunities for shared use of existing facilities and use of other
preexisting structures as an alternative to new construction.

(30) The applicant shall submit a complete New York State SEQRA long EAF Part I
and visual EAF addendum Appendix D. The Town Board may require submission
of a more detailed visual analysis based on the results of the visual EAF.

(31) The applicant shall submit a visual impact assessment which should include:

(a) A "zone of visibility map" to determine locations where the tower may be
seen;

(b) Representations of "before and after" views from key viewpoints both inside
and outside of the Town, including but not limited to state highways and
other major roads, state and local parks, other public lands, preserves and
historic sites, and from any other location where the site is visible to a large
number of visitors or travelers. If requested by the applicant, the Town
Board, acting in consultation with its consultants or experts, will provide
guidance concerning the appropriate key site assessment of the visual impact.

(32) The applicant shall explain in detail its proposed method of effectively screening
from view its proposed tower base and all related facilities.

D. The Town Board may require the applicant to supply such further and additional
information as it deems necessary in order to carry out its responsibilities under the law.

E. The Town Code Enforcement Officer shall determine the number of copies of the
application which must be submitted. The applicant is encouraged to confer with the
Code Enforcement Officer to explore whether some portions of the application need not
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be reproduced in all copies. Absent a determination by the Code Enforcement Officer,
the applicant must submit 12 copies of the complete application.

§ 170-7. Terms and conditions.

A. An applicant must demonstrate to the Town Board's satisfaction that the
telecommunications tower, antenna(s) and related facilities will meet these conditions. In
all cases the burden of proof shall be upon the applicant.

B. Applicants for telecommunications towers and antennas shall locate, erect and site said
facilities in accordance with the following priorities:

(1) Co-location on existing towers or structures.

(2) Camouflaged or stealth facility.

(3) Locations where topography and cover minimize the visual impact.

(4) In industrial areas.

C. No new telecommunications tower which would have an adverse visual impact upon
sensitive areas, historic sites, lakes and scenic places shall be approved. Modifications of
existing towers or addition of antenna(s) to existing towers or stations in such sensitive
areas may be acceptable, if otherwise consistent with this chapter. The Town Board may
establish a list of such areas.

D. At all times, co-location on existing towers and appropriately camouflaged use of
existing or new structures shall be preferred over the proposed construction of new
towers.

E. Towers shall be no higher than the minimum height necessary. Unless waived by the
Town Board upon good cause shown, the presumed maximum height will be 140 feet,
based on three co-located antenna arrays and an ambient tree height of 80 feet.

F. If a new structure is required, structures that effectively camouflage the facility shall be
preferred.

G. Except for good cause shown, towers shall not exceed the height requiring artificial
lighting. Telecommunications towers shall not be artificially lighted or marked except as
required by law. Towers shall be of appropriate materials and color to harmonize with
the surroundings. Towers shall be designed and sited so as to avoid application of
lighting requirements.

H. Telecommunications towers shall be permitted one sign no larger than two square feet to
provide adequate notification to persons in the immediate area of the presence of an
antenna that has transmission capabilities. The sign shall also contain the name(s) of the
owner(s) and operator(s) of the antenna(s) as well as an emergency phone number(s).
The sign shall be located so as to be visible from the access point of the site. No other
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signage, including advertising, shall be permitted on any antenna tower unless required
by law.4

I. Telecommunications towers and antenna(s) shall be located, fenced or otherwise secured
in a manner which prevents unauthorized access by the general public. All antenna
towers, monopoles and other supporting structures, including guy wires, shall be made
inaccessible to persons and constructed or shielded in such a manner that they cannot be
climbed or run into. Transmitters must be designed and installed such that any
adjustments or controls that could cause the transmitter to deviate from its authorized
operating parameters are readily accessible only to persons authorized to make such
adjustments.

J. All proposed telecommunications towers and related facilities shall be set back from
abutting parcels and street lines a distance sufficient to substantially contain on site all
icefall or debris from a tower failure and preserve the privacy of any adjoining
properties. Telecommunications towers shall comply with all existing setback
requirements of the underlying zoning district or the setback shall be equal to 1/2 of the
height of the tower, whichever is greater. Accessory structures shall comply with the
minimum setback requirements in the underlying zoning district.5

K. All utilities leading to and away from any new telecommunications tower site shall be
installed underground and in compliance with all the laws, rules and regulations of the
Town. The Town Board may waive or vary the requirements of underground installation
whenever, in the opinion of the Town Board, such variance or waiver shall not be
detrimental to the public health, safety, general welfare or environment, including the
visual and scenic characteristics of the area.

L. All telecommunications towers and related facilities shall be sited to the maximum extent
practicable to have the least adverse visual effect on the environment, visual viewshed
and residences in the Town.

M. Related facilities shall maximize use of building materials, colors, textures and
architectural styles designed to blend with the surroundings.

N. Existing on-site vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum extent possible, consistent,
however, with the Town Board's determinations concerning site plantings and screening.

O. There must be adequate emergency and service access. Maximum use of existing roads,
public or private, shall be made. Road construction shall at all times minimize ground
disturbance and vegetation cutting. Road grades shall closely follow natural contours to
assure minimal visual disturbance and reduce soil erosion potential.

P. In the event a telecommunications tower and/or related facility is no longer used for the
purpose specified in the application, or the telecommunications tower and/or related
facility ceases operations for a continuous period of 180 days, the Town Board may, by
resolution after hearing held upon due notice, require the applicant or its successors or
assigns to dismantle and remove such tower, structures and facilities from the site and

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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restore the site (in the fashion as ordered by the Town Board) within 90 days of receipt
of written notice from the Town Board.

Q. After construction and prior to receiving a certificate of compliance, the applicant shall
provide certification acceptable to the Town that the telecommunications tower is
grounded so as to protect person and property and installed with appropriate surge
protectors.

R. Telecommunications towers shall be designed so that in the event of failure they will fall
within the setback area or collapse zone and not threaten neighboring properties.

S. Noise-producing equipment shall be sited and mitigated to produce the lowest possible
off-site noise impact.

T. The Town Board may require the applicant to accept in writing the terms and conditions
of a permit.

U. Applicant shall disclose in writing any agreement in existence prior to submission of the
application that would limit the ability of the applicant to share any new
telecommunications tower.

V. No applicant or owner shall enter into any agreement that limits, prohibits or precludes,
or has the effect of limiting, prohibiting or precluding, the right or ability of any person
or applicant to share space on a telecommunications tower in the Town.

W. Applications for construction of new telecommunications towers shall comply with the
Code of Federal Regulations pertaining to objects affecting navigable airspace as
delineated within Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77. Additionally, no
application for construction of a new telecommunications tower will be approved if the
proposed tower violates the criteria for obstruction to air navigation as established by
FAR Part 77, Subpart C, Obstruction Standards.

§ 170-8. Procedures, notification and hearings.

A. Prior to issuing a telecommunications facility siting permit, a public hearing shall be held
by the Town Board, notice of which shall be published in the official newspaper for the
Town no less than 10 days in advance. The applicant shall be required to mail notice of
the public hearing directly to all landowners whose property is located within 1,500 feet
of the property line of the parcel on which a new tower is proposed. Notice shall also be
mailed to the administrator of any state or federal parklands from which the proposed
tower would be visible if constructed. Notification, in all cases, shall be made by
certified mail or other reliable method acceptable to the Town no less than 10 days in
advance of the hearing. Proof of notification shall be submitted to the Town Board at
least seven days prior to the hearing.

B. The Town Board will schedule the public hearing referred to above once it tentatively
finds that the application is complete. The Town Board at any stage prior to issuing a
permit may require such further information as it deems necessary.
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C. The applicant, its successors or assigns shall file annually with the Town, within 30 days
of the anniversary date of the permit, certification: (1) that the applicant, its successors or
assigns are complying with its maintenance and inspection procedures, including all
visual screening conditions in the permit; (2) that the tower and related facilities are not a
hazard or a threat to the health, safety, welfare of the public and to the environment; (3)
that RF emissions comply with current FCC or other applicable standards; (4) that the
insurance and financial undertakings required by this chapter are in effect; and (5) that
the facility is in use. If the applicant, its successors or assigns fail to make such
certification, the Town Board, upon reasonable notice and giving the applicant an
opportunity to cure, may by resolution revoke the permit.

D. In order to keep neighboring municipalities informed and to facilitate the goal of
co-location and shared use, an applicant who proposes a new telecommunications tower
shall notify the legislative body of each municipality that borders the Town and the
Schenectady County Planning Board. Notification shall include the exact location of the
proposed tower, a general description of the project, including but not limited to the
height of the tower and its capacity for future shared use. Proof of this notification shall
be submitted to the Town Board at the time of application.

§ 170-9. Telecommunications facility siting permit.

A. The Town Board may issue a permit, a permit with conditions, or deny the application.
Its decision shall be in writing and based on substantial evidence upon a record. The
burden of proof is upon the applicant.

B. Before the Town Board issues any permit, it shall find that the applicant has complied
with all requirements of this chapter.

C. The permit shall be comprehensive and not severable. If part of a permit is overturned by
a competent authority, the permit shall be void in total.

D. The Town Board may waive provisions or requirements of this chapter when such waiver
advances the goals and purposes of this chapter or where particular provisions would
impose a material adverse financial impact upon an applicant.

E. For good cause shown, the Town Board may review a permit if industry or scientific
standards raise new relevant information concerning the health and safety of the facility.
Upon review, the Town Board may require the applicant, its successors or assigns to take
appropriate mitigation and abatement steps to the extent allowed by law.

F. Permits shall be for a five-year term. The owner shall be entitled to renewal of the permit
if the facility: (1) is in compliance with this chapter; (2) is in compliance with all permit
conditions; and (3) is in compliance with all current applicable federal standards
regarding RF emissions. Ninety days before the permit expires the owner may submit a
brief written request for a permit renewal, certifying the compliance of the facility with
this section of the law. Within a reasonable time after receipt of the written request
demonstrating compliance with this provision, the Code Enforcement Officer shall issue
a renewed permit, incorporating by reference the relevant conditions from the initial
permit.
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§ 170-10. Miscellaneous.

A. Information for Assessor. Before the building permit is issued for any
telecommunications tower or facility, the applicant shall provide to the Assessor of the
Town of Princetown such information concerning the deed, lease or license as is
reasonably required by the Assessor for real property tax purposes. The applicant or
owner will have an ongoing duty to report the cost of any material improvements to the
site. Such information may be exempt from public disclosure pursuant to subdivision 2 of
§ 87 Public Officers Law, or similar provisions of law.

B. Bond. The applicant and the owner of record of any proposed property site shall be
jointly required to execute and file with the Town a bond or other form of security
acceptable to the Town Attorney and Town Supervisor as to form and manner of
execution in an amount deemed sufficient by the Town Board for the faithful
performance of the terms and conditions of this Town law and permit. The bond or
security shall remain in full force and effect until the removal of the tower and related
facilities and site restoration.

C. Enforcement of permit conditions. The Town of Princetown Building Department shall
be charged with enforcing the terms and conditions of the permit and any ongoing
obligations imposed by this chapter. The Town, acting through its Code Enforcement
Officer or other authorized agent, may enforce the conditions of a permit in a court of
competent jurisdiction. Violation of a condition of a permit is a violation of this chapter
and is prohibited. Violation of a permit condition shall be subject to a civil penalty of
$100 per day for each violation. The Town, acting through its Building Department or
other authorized agent, may, in addition to any other remedy available, recover civil
penalties through a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction.

D. Authority. This chapter is enacted pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law. This
chapter shall supersede the provisions of Town Law §§ 130, 261, 262, 263, 264, 265,
267, 268, 269 and 274-A, to the extent inconsistent with the same, and to the extent
permitted by the New York State Constitution, the Municipal Home Rule Law, or any
other statute.
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ARTICLE XIV  Water System Standard Details
Summary of Fees, Penalties and Service

Charges

 § 180-81. Fee schedule.
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown as last amended in
2012. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE I
General

§ 180-1. Applicability. 1

The rules and regulations contained herein shall apply to all areas contained within the
boundaries of the Water District, Town of Princetown, Schenectady County, New York. The
rules and regulations contained herein shall be equally applicable to all outside users, except
to the extent that any provision of this document is specifically altered or amended by the
outside user agreement.

§ 180-2. Compliance required.

No water mains, water services or appurtenances shall be installed within the District except
in conformance with these standards, except as specifically herein provided. The following
specifications apply to all water mains and services installed on public or private property that
are connected or intended to be connected directly or indirectly to the Town of Princetown
Water District System. All plans and specifications for such water mains and appurtenances
shall be reviewed and approved in writing by the Town of Princetown and/or the Town's
Engineer prior to construction.

§ 180-3. Diagrams.

Standard Detail Sheets 1 and 2 of the Town of Princetown Water District supplement this
chapter and shall be considered an integral part hereof.2

ARTICLE II
Definitions

§ 180-4. Terms defined.

As used in this chapter, the following words are defined as follows:

ANSI — American National Standards Institute.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

2. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.
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AWWA — American Water Works Association.

CONTRACTOR — The party who is employed by the owner to actually construction the
water distribution system.

ENGINEER — The licensed engineer, architect or surveyor who is employed by the owner
to design the water distribution system and review material submittals.

OWNER — The party, such as a developer, who initiates and installs the water distribution
system. In the case of water services, the owner shall mean the applicant who applies for
water service.

TOWN — The Town of Princetown Water District, Town of Princetown, New York.
Whenever the words "ordered," "directed," "required," "approved" or "accepted," or variations
thereof, are used, they shall refer to action by the Water Board, its Chairman, Administrative
Director, the Town Engineer or their designated representative(s), unless otherwise specified.

TOWN ENGINEER — The party retained by the Town to review plans and observe the
installation of water mains built by an owner and his contractor.

WATER MAIN — Pipe six inches in diameter or larger supplying water as part of a system
to one or more buildings.

WATER SERVICES — Pipe smaller than six inches in diameter supplying water to one or
more buildings.  

§ 180-5. Date of applicable standards.

When ANSI or AWWA standards are referenced in these standards, the date of the standard
shall be that in effect at the time of plan approval by the Water District.

ARTICLE III
Application for Water Service

§ 180-6. Written application required.

A. Residents or establishments within the boundaries of the Water District wishing to obtain
water from the District should contact the Town of Princetown Supervisor's office or the
Water Superintendent to obtain an application for service. The application should be
completed by the applicant and returned to the District's Water Superintendent or the
Supervisor's office with the required deposit. If the premises to be supplied with a meter
has no service pipe connection to the water main, application must be made to the
District for the tapping of the main and installation of the service pipe from the main to
property line. No person shall use water without first filing with the District an
application for service.

B. A property that is partially within and partially outside the boundaries of the Water
District is considered an inside user candidate for water if that portion of the property
which fronts on a street, road or avenue is within the District and the service connection
is being made at a point on the main that is within the district.
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§ 180-7. Examination of premises.

The acceptance of applications for service is subject to an inspection of the premises to be
supplied by the Water Superintendent or a duly authorized representative of the Water
District. An appointment for the inspection will be made at a time mutually convenient to the
applicant and the Water Superintendent.

§ 180-8. Applications not accepted from applicants or premises in arrears.

No agreement will be entered into by the District with any applicant for water service until all
arrears and charges due from the applicant for service at any premises now or heretofore
owned or occupied by him in the territory supplied by the District, including all outside users,
shall have been paid in full. The same provisions shall apply with the respect to any premises
against which any charges are in arrears.

ARTICLE IV
Service Pipe and Mains

§ 180-9. Separate application for each premises.

A separate application must be made and a separate service installed for each premises. The
word "premises" as used herein shall be restricted to the following:

A. A building under one roof and occupied as one residence or place of business;

B. A combination of buildings in one common enclosure occupied by one family as a
residence or one corporation or one firm as a place of business;

C. Each unit of a multiple house or building separated by a solid vertical partition wall
occupied by one family as a residence or one corporation or one firm as a place of
business or occupied by more than one family;

D. A building having a number of apartments, offices or lofts which are rented to tenants
using in common one hall and one or more means of entrance;

E. A building two or more stories high under one roof and having an individual entrance for
the ground-floor occupants and one for the occupants of the upper floors;

F. A combination of buildings, such as a garden-type apartment, in one common enclosure,
none of the individual buildings of which is adapted to separate ownership;

G. A public building;

H. A single plot, such as a park or playground;

I. A farm, including the residence of the family operating the farm but excluding other
residences, if any, on said farm; or

J. A building or a living unit in a building that is owned as a condominium or as a
cooperative.
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§ 180-10. Service pipe materials.

For sizes up to two inches, the entire service pipe shall be copper tubing Type K
manufactured in accordance with ASTM Specification B-88, 160-psi PE or 160-psi PB, with a
minimum diameter of one inch. For services two inches or larger in diameter, 200-psi PVC,
copper, ductile iron, or other pipe of strength and quality approved by the District shall be
used.

A. Water services one inch through two inches in diameter shall be installed on public
property or right-of-way by the contractor, extending from the water main to the property
or right-of-way line. This portion of the service must be copper. For services greater than
150 feet in length, polyethylene or polybutylene pipe may be used from the curb stop to
the home. Refer to Sheet 1 of the Standard Details sheets for installation details.3

(1) The complete one-inch through two-inch water service shall consist of the tap,
corporation stop, service clamp or tapped tee, copper service pipe and fittings, and
curb stop and box. Taps will generally be made by the Town or a contractor
approved by the Town after the main has been tested, accepted and placed in
service. If tapped tees are used in lieu of taps, the tapped tees shall be supplied by
the owner and installed by the contractor. The service pipe shall be run in trenches
with five feet depth of cover minimum, as measured from finished grade. The curb
stop box shall generally be located on the property or right-of-way line with the
top of the curb box set one inch above grade in grassed areas and set flush with
grade in paved areas.

(2) Water services of one inch through two inches shall be connected to the main
through the use of service clamps or tapped tees in accordance with Sheet 1 of the
Standard Details sheets.4

(3) Methods used for service connections to existing mains in the water system shall
be approved in advance by the Town.

B. Water services larger than two inches in diameter in any location shall be furnished and
installed by the owner completely at his own expense. For installation details, refer to
Sheet 1 of the Standard Details sheets.5

(1) The complete larger-than-two-inch water service shall generally consist of a main
line tee or tapping sleeve and valve, ductile iron service pipe and fittings, and
standard gate valve and valve box. Such ductile iron service pipe and fitting shall
meet the same specifications as given previously in Article IV for the main line
pipe and fittings and shall be installed in a trench that provides at least five feet of
cover or more over the barrel of the pipe, all as measured from finished grade.

(2) The standard gate valve and valve box shall be located on the property or
right-of-way line or where required by the Town. The gate valve and valve box

3. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.

4. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.

5. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.
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shall meet the same specifications as given previously in Article IV for main line
valves and valve boxes.

(3) The exact configuration of these water services larger than two inches in diameter
shall be reviewed and approved by the Town prior to their construction.

C. The portion of a water service of any size on private property shall be furnished and
installed by the owner completely at his own expense. All such services shall meet all the
same material and installation details as given in this chapter for other water services.
Installation details shall be reviewed and approved by the Town before the service is
installed.

D. Copper service pipe.

(1) All water services one inch through two inches in diameter connecting to ductile
iron pipe shall be made with copper service pipe. All copper service pipe shall be
soft temper Type K seamless copper tubing conforming to ASTM Specification
B88 and Federal Specification WWT-799. Copper service pipe shall have the
following dimensions and weights:

Nominal Pipe Size Outside Diameter Weight per Foot
(inches) (inches) (pounds)

1 1.125 0.839

1 1/4 1.375 1.100

1 1/2 1.626 1.360

2 2.125 2.060 

(2) Fittings for one-inch copper service pipe shall have compression connections.
Three-part unions for copper to copper shall be Mueller H-15403 or approved
equal. Other fittings as required shall be Mueller items of the same series or
approved equal.

(a) Fittings for one-and-one-half-inch and two-inch copper service pipe shall
have compression-type connections. Three-part unions for copper to copper
shall be Mueller H-15403 110 compression connections or approved equal.
Other fittings as required shall be Mueller items of the same series or
approved equal.

(b) No soldered joints shall be permitted in copper underground and no red or
white lead or joint compound shall be used on joints between the meter and
the main.

E. Polyethylene or polybutylene pipe.

(1) All water services shall be Type K copper from the water main to the curb stop.
Where the service length from the curb stop to the building exceeds 150 feet,
plastic pipe meeting the following requirements shall be permitted to be installed
(from the curb stop to the building). Polyethylene (PE) pressure pipe and tubing
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meeting AWWA C901 requirements, including pressure class rating of 160 psi
minimum, or polybutylene (PB) pressure pipe or tubing meeting AWWA C902
requirements, including pressure class rating of 160 psi minimum.

(2) Plastic pipe shall be installed continuous, with no intermediate joints.

(3) Services shall be installed to conform to:

(a) The rules and regulations of the Water District.

(b) In the event of any ambiguity in the specifications, an interpretation of the
Water Superintendent shall be obtained by the applicant, and his decision
shall be final and conclusive, subject to the rights inherent in the Water
Commissioners to review the action of the Water Superintendent or
promulgate such further rules and regulations as they deem to be in the
interest of the District

§ 180-11. Minimum depth of service pipes.

Minimum depth of service pipes from main to premises shall be five feet below the surface of
the ground. Where covering over mains is less than five feet, the connection shall be made on
the side of the main and the service pipe shall in no case have less covering than the main,
and in no case shall a service pipe be permitted to be laid in the same trench with a gas,
steam, electrical or other conduit.

§ 180-12. Installation of services to property line.

A. Upon receiving the application for services, the Water Superintendent will make the
necessary arrangements with the homeowner's contractor to have the service installed
from the main to the residence.

B. The applicant shall be responsible for all cost required to establish service to his/her
premises from the main, including tapping the main. After the installation is complete,
the District will assume ownership of the portion of the service from the main to, but not
including, the curb stop and be responsible for maintenance of the service on public land.

§ 180-13. Leakage from property owner's facilities.

Whenever leakage occurs on pipes and facilities owned by the property owner, the property
owner shall make the necessary repairs without delay. If the property owner fails to make said
repairs, the District reserves the right to discontinue the supply until such time as the leak is
repaired and all costs incurred by the District are paid.

§ 180-14. Construction or blasting near gas mains.

No construction or excavation shall be done within 100 feet of any existing street, highway or
public place in which there is a gas main unless seventy-two-hour advance notice of such
work shall have been given in writing to the person, corporation or municipality engaged in

180:8 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 234 of 362



   
§ 180-14 WATER § 180-17

the distribution of gas in such territory. The law further provides that no blasting shall be
done within 200 feet of such street, highway or public place in which there are gas
distribution mains unless the aforementioned, written seventy-two-hour advance notice is
given. The applicant for water service shall, therefore, ascertain for himself if there are any
gas mains in any street or highway within 100 feet of his excavation or within 200 feet of any
proposed blasting and shall provide written seventy-two-hour advance notice in accordance
with the preceding. The District bears no responsibility or liability for any failure on the part
of an applicant to fully comply with the foregoing terms.

§ 180-15. Installation of water services beyond property line.

A. Installation of services from the property line to the residence or establishment shall be
made in accordance with the above standards. It will be the responsibility of the user to
obtain a contractor and have this work performed at his own expense.

B. No work shall be performed by the applicant or his contractor within the limits of any
street, avenue, road or right-of-way used for highway purposes without first obtaining the
approval of the Water Superintendent and the Superintendent in charge of the street,
avenue, road or right-of-way.

C. The applicant shall notify the Water Superintendent and obtain approval of the
installation before backfilling any trenches. No attachment to the water service shall be
made between the main and the water meter.

§ 180-16. Corporation, curb stops and boxes.

All corporation stops, curb stops and boxes used in any service connection will be
manufactured by Mueller unless otherwise approved by the Water Superintendent.

§ 180-17. Corporation stops.

A. One-inch corporation stops shall have compression connections and shall be Mueller
H-15008 or approved equal, both with AWWA inlet threads.

B. One-and-one-half-inch and two-inch corporation stops shall have compression
connections and shall be Mueller H-15013 with Mueller H-15071 110 compression
connection straight coupling attached, or approved equal with integral outlet connection.
Both corporation stops shall have AWWA inlet threads.

C. When tapped tees are used that have iron pipe thread taps, Mueller H-15025 or approved
equal corporation stops with iron pipe inlet threads may be used for one size. For
one-and-one-half-inch and two-inch sizes, Mueller H-15025 corporation stops with iron
pipe inlet threads with Mueller H-15071 110 compression connection straight couplings
attached may be used, or approved equal.

D. Whether tapped in or used with tapped tees, corporation stops shall be installed tilted up
at about 15° from horizontal so that a partial loop can be formed in the copper service
pipe to allow for possible differential movement of the service pipe and main. A
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minimum of 4 1/2 feet of cover below finished grade shall be maintained over the top of
the partial loop in the copper service pipe.

E. Multiple corporation stops for use with branch connections shall be installed 18 inches
on center measured along the main and shall be staggered offline around the
circumference of the main.

F. Corporation stop taps larger than the maximum tap size allowable in the main shall not
be made. AWWA and DIPRA (Ductile Iron Pipe Research Association)
recommendations shall be followed. Consideration shall be given to minimum pipe wall
thickness required for each tap size to ensure a serviceable threaded connection. Service
conditions should indicate the extent of full-thread engagement necessary. As a guide, tap
size should be limited so that at least three full threads of the corporation stop are
engaged in the pipe wall for ductile iron pipe.

G. A double stainless steel strap, nylon-coated iron tapping saddle rated for 150 psi
minimum by Smith Blair, Model No. 315, 317, or approved equal, shall be used when
the maximum tap size is exceeded.

§ 180-18. Branch connections.

Any and all branch connections which may be necessary to supply adequate water supply to
larger than normal house connections will be approved by the Engineer individually as their
need arises.

§ 180-19. Curb stops and boxes.

A. Curb stops for one-inch through two-inch copper service pipe shall be full-port ball-type,
tee handle nondraining curb stops, Mueller 300 Ball Curb B25209 or Mueller 300 Ball
Curb B25172, or approved equal. The curb stops shall be set on a solid concrete block.
Curb boxes for these curb stops shall be of the extension type with a stationary rod and
arch pattern base suitable for a five-foot-deep trench and having a one-inch inside
diameter upper section. Curb boxes shall be Mueller H-10385 or Mueller H-10386 with
footpiece, or approved equal, 5 1/2 foot extended length telescoping 4 1/2 feet, with
matching stationary rods and lids. Curb B25172 is a compression (main side) female iron
pipe (house side) stop which, when combined with a service fitting at the curb stop, will
allow connection to be different sizes and types of existing service piping.

B. When either these Mueller or approved equal curb boxes for one-inch services are
installed in concrete or paved surfaces, cast iron curb box sleeves shall be installed to
allow freedom of movement of the ground key lid. Curb box sleeves shall be Mueller
H-10342, or approved equal.

§ 180-20. Service pipe sizing.

A. As a general rule of thumb, the following table can be considered a guide in the selection
of service pipe size.
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Pipe Size Service Length
(inches) (feet)

1 1 to 150

1 1/4 150 to 300

1 1/2 300 to 500

2 500 to 1,000

Consult Engineer >1,000 

B. Other factors such as building elevation and static pressure in the main affect pipe sizing
and should be factored into the sizing calculations.

§ 180-21. Service trench backfill.

A. Materials: bedding sand shall consist of soil materials with a maximum size of 1/2 inch,
more than 50% passing the No. 4 sieve and less than 10% passing the No. 200 sieve.

B. Compaction: bedding sand shall form a complete envelope around the service pipe, six
inches minimum on bottom and sides and 12 inches minimum on top. A vibratory plate
compactor or other approved method shall be used to compact this material with a
minimum of five passes per lift.

ARTICLE V
Installation of Water Systems

§ 180-22. Specifications.

A. In addition to the various miscellaneous installation requirements given in preceding
sections of this chapter, all water distribution system installation shall be done in
accordance with AWWA Standard C600, latest edition, and in accordance with the
material manufacturer's recommendations. Also, all work shall be done in accordance
with the requirements of the Water District. Owner's contractor shall be responsible to
contact UFPO and other underground utility companies prior to any digging.

B. Trenches shall be open cut from the surface deep enough to provide a minimum of five
feet of cover over the barrel of the pipe from finished grade. Trenches should be wide
enough to provide at least about six inches of clearance on each side of the bell of the
pipe. The maximum trench width at the top of the pipe shall be no greater than the
nominal pipe size or diameter plus 24 inches.

C. All pipe and fittings shall be laid on good foundations trimmed to shape and, where
required, secured against settlement, all in a manner to provide full support for the entire
length of pipe. Sufficient selected bedding and backfill shall be placed or other
precautions taken to prevent flotation, movement or damage to the pipe, fittings and
coating.

D. Standard pipe installation in trench in earth shall conform to AWWA Laying Condition
B with the pipe laid on a flat or slightly shaped natural trench bottom. Excavation to
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grade shall be in accordance with Section 6.5 of AWWA Standard C600, latest edition.
Backfilling shall be in accordance with Section 14 of AWWA Standard C690, latest
edition, using satisfactory excavated material or sand, gravel or other special trench
backfill as required by the Engineer. The backfill shall be brought by hand or approved
mechanical means to a depth of one foot over the pipe to provide a cushion and prevent
movement and damage to the pipe during subsequent backfilling with equipment. The
trench must also be mechanically tamped.

E. Alternate pipe installation in trench in earth, when ordered by the Engineer, shall
conform to AWWA Laying Condition F with the pipe laid in tamped and shaped select
bedding material. This installation method shall be used to secure better support for the
pipe and/or to replace unstable trench bottoms with sound material. Excavation below
grade and bedding shall be in accordance with Sections 6.6 and 6.7 of AWWA Standard
C600, latest edition. Select bedding material shall consist of compacted crushed stone or
sand, depending on conditions. Backfilling shall be the same as given above for the
standard trench in earth, Laying Condition B.

F. Standard pipe installation in trench in rock shall conform to AWWA Laying Condition F
with the pipe laid in tamped and shaped select bedding material. Rock excavation below
grade and bedding shall be in accordance with Section 6.9 of AWWA Standard C600,
latest edition. Ledge rock, boulders and stones shall be removed to provide a clearance of
at least six inches below and on each side of all pipe, valves and fittings. Such excavated
rock shall be replaced with select compacted bedding material, generally sand or crushed
stone, as required by the Engineer or Water District representative. Backfilling shall be
the same as given above for trenches in earth.

G. All trench excavation and any required sheeting and shoring shall be done in accordance
with the latest revisions of the following codes: Subpart 23-4, "Excavation Operations,"
of the New York State Department of Labor Industrial Code Rule 23, and Subpart P,
"Excavations, Trenching and Shoring," of the United States Department of Labor OSHA
Regulations for Construction. The more stringent requirement in each code shall apply.

H. Proper and suitable tools and equipment for convenient and proper handling and laying
of pipe and fittings shall be used. Great care shall be taken to prevent entrance of dirt or
foreign matter into the pipe and to prevent damage of pipe lining and coating. Open ends
of pipes shall be kept plugged or bulkheaded during construction.

I. All material shall be carefully examined for defects, and no piece shall be laid which is
known to be defective. If any defective piece shall be discovered after having been laid,
it shall be removed and replaced with a sound piece in a satisfactory manner.

J. In order to be accepted by the Water District, all valve boxes and curb boxes shall be
clean, shall be set squarely down on the valve or curb stop, shall be centered and plumb
over the wrench nut of the valve or operating rod of the curb stop, and shall not be
overextended. All valves and curb stops shall be suitably marked and adequately
protected during construction.

K. When making plain end connections with a sleeve on six-inch or greater diameter pipe,
ends shall butt together or a filler piece or pipe stop shall be installed between the ends.
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L. Water mains shall be installed at least 10 feet horizontally from any existing or proposed
sanitary sewer or septic system. The distance shall be measured from edge to edge. In
cases where it is not practical to maintain a ten-foot separation, the water main may be
installed closer to the sanitary sewer, provided that the water main is laid in a separate
trench or on an undisturbed earth shelf located on one side of the sanitary sewer at such
an elevation that the bottom of the water main is at least 18 inches above the top of the
sanitary sewer. Water mains crossing sanitary sewers shall be installed to provide a
minimum vertical distance of 18 inches between the outside of the water main and the
outside of the sanitary sewer. This shall apply whether the water main crosses above or
below the sanitary sewer. However, whenever possible, the waterline shall cross above
sanitary or storm sewer lines. For all crossings, one full length of water main pipe shall
be located so that each joint shall be as far away as possible from the sanitary sewer.
Special structural support of the water main and sanitary sewer may be required as
conditions dictate.

M. In order to control dust conditions during the water main construction, the contractor
shall furnish and apply either water or calcium chloride. When water is used on streets or
roads, it shall be applied uniformly with a pressure distributor spray bar or by other
approved equipment. When water is used on areas that shall be sodded or seeded later, it
shall be free from acids, oils, salts or any other substances injurious to plant growth.
Calcium chloride shall be in accordance with ASTM Standard D98 and shall be delivered
in unopened, waterproof bags. It shall be applied uniformly after the surface has been
thoroughly watered as specified above.

N. All plugs, caps, tees, bends and other fittings shall be provided with concrete thrust
blocking to resist test pressures or shall be prevented from moving by using suitable
metal rods or clamps. Refer to Sheet 2 of the Standard Details sheets for typical concrete
thrust block details. All concrete to be 3,000 psi and shall be placed around the fittings to
completely fill the space between the fittings and the undisturbed walls of the trench.
Concrete shall not overlap any joint and shall be placed so as not to interfere with
removing or installing any of the jointing hardware. Other means of thrust restraint
utilizing anchoring fittings and retainer glands may be used where appropriate. These
thrust restraint options shall be as described for use with hydrants and as illustrated on
Sheet 1 of the Standard Details sheets.6

O. Pipelines constructed of ductile iron pipe and fittings shall be protected from external
corrosion through the use of polyethylene encasement. Polyethylene encasement shall be
used whenever its use is so indicated through testing procedures developed by the
Ductile Iron Pipe Research Association. The owner shall be required to prove to the
Town that the polyethylene encasement is not required whenever the installation of
pipelines is contemplated.

P. Connections to existing systems shall be reviewed and considered on an individual basis
with the Town or the Town's Engineer. In general, connections shall be made with a
minimum of or no disruption to water service in the existing system.

6. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.
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Q. At times when pipe laying is not actually in progress, the open ends of the pipes shall be
closed temporarily with pipe plugs or by other means. If water is in the trench when
work is resumed, the trench shall be dewatered and the plugs shall not be removed until
all danger of water entering the pipe has passed.

R. At the conclusion of the work, the contractor shall thoroughly clean all new pipes by
flushing with water or other means to remove all dirt, stones, pieces of wood, etc., which
may have entered during the construction periods. If after this cleaning any obstructions
remain, they shall be removed to the satisfaction of the Engineer and the Town. Pipes
shall be flushed at a rate of 2.5 feet per second for a duration suitable to the Engineer
and the Town. The rates of flow required to produce 2.5 feet per second flushing velocity
in different sizes of pipe are as shown in the following table:

Flow Required to Produce
Pipe Size 2.5 FPS Velocity Hydrant Opening Required
(inches) (gallons per minute) at 40 psi Residual

4 100 one - 2 1/2 inches

6 220 one - 2 1/2 inches

8 390 one - 2 1/2 inches

10 610 one - 2 1/2 inches

12 880 two - 2 1/2 inches 

S. Hydrostatic testing (testing shall be done within 72 hours of conclusion of installation).

(1) Hydrostatic acceptance tests, consisting of a pressure test and a leakage test, shall
be performed on all sections of all water systems installed after the trench has been
backfilled. Hydrostatic presumptive tests may be performed when the system is
partially backfilled to simply check the work, but acceptance of the system shall be
based on hydrostatic tests run on the finished system after it is completely
backfilled. All hydrostatic tests shall be performed in accordance with Section 5 of
ANSI/AWWA C600, latest version.

(2) For the pressure test, the system shall be pressure tested by pressurizing to a
minimum of 150 pounds per square inch, based on the elevation of the lowest
point in the section under test and corrected to the elevation of the gage.
Provisions shall be made to relieve air trapped at high points in the system through
adjacent hydrants or through taps and corporation stops installed for this purpose
by the contractor. After this pressure has been maintained successfully, with
further pumping as required, for a period of at least one hour, the section under test
shall be considered to have passed the pressure test and leakage tests shall then be
performed.

(3) Leakage tests shall be performed under a minimum test pressure of 150 pounds per
square inch, based on the elevation of the lowest point of the section under test and
corrected to the elevation of the gage. The test section should be limited to a
maximum length of about 2,000 feet. The leakage test duration shall be a
minimum of two hours after the leakage rate has stabilized.
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(4) The maximum allowable leakage for a two-hour test per one-thousand-foot length
of different sizes and nominal laying lengths of pipe shall be as shown in the
following table:

Pipe Size Allowable Leakage at 150 psi
(inches) (gallons per two hours per 1,000 feet of pipe)

3 0.56

4 0.74

6 1.10

8 1.48

10 1.84

12 2.20 

T. All water for tests shall be furnished and disposed of by the contractor at his own
expense. Source and/or quality of the water which the contractor proposed to use in
testing the lines shall be acceptable to the Engineer and the Town.

U. Disinfection.

(1) All pipes and fittings connected to and forming a portion of a potable water supply
shall be sterilized and flushed in a manner acceptable to the Engineer and the
Town. Sterilization shall be accomplished after the pipe has passed the pressure
and leakage tests.

(2) Disinfection shall be performed in accordance with ANSI/AWWA C651
(excluding Section 5.1 covering the tablet method). Sterilization shall be
accomplished by applying a chlorine solution that will give a 50 parts per million
(ppm) chlorine residual throughout the main being disinfected. The chlorine
solution shall remain in the water mains for a minimum period of 24 hours. At the
termination of this period, the chlorine residual shall be a minimum of 25 ppm. If
the residual is less than 25 ppm, the entire procedure shall be repeated. The
chlorine solution shall be thoroughly flushed out prior to placing the new section
of the main in service. The chlorine solution shall be disposed of in a manner that
will in no detrimental way affect fish, plant or animal life.

(3) After the water mains have been flushed with potable water to the satisfaction of
the Engineer and the Town, samples of water from the mains shall be taken by the
owner for bacteriological analysis.

(4) The number of samples and their collection points shall be reviewed with and be
acceptable to the Town. Also, the testing laboratory that will do the bacteriological
analysis shall be as designated by the Town. The water samples shall test
bacteriologically safe before the water mains are placed in service.

V. Time of construction. Unless specifically approved by the Town in writing, no water
distribution system installation and construction shall take place during the winter months
from November 1 through April 1.
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W. Record map and certification.

(1) At the conclusion of the water system installation, the Engineer shall prepare
detailed record maps of the completed water distribution system. These record
maps shall be of a form acceptable to the Town. The Engineer shall furnish at least
three complete sets of twenty-two-inch by thirty-four-inch prints of these record
drawings to the Town, as well as one set of drawings in AutoCAD format.

(2) A water service location sheet shall be filled out with all pertinent information for
each service installed. This form is available at Town Hall.

(3) Also, at the conclusion of the water system installation, the Engineer is required to
furnish to the Town an engineer's certification stating that the water system is
complete and was installed in accordance with the previously submitted and
approved plans and specifications. The Town will submit a copy of the engineer's
certification and a copy of the laboratory bacteriological analysis to the regional
office of the New York State Department of Health.

(4) As an alternate, the Town may have the Town's Engineer observe construction and
prepare record maps, at the owner's cost.

X. Water District control.

(1) Installation and construction of all water mains and services installed in public or
private property that are connected directly or indirectly to the Town system shall
be subject to the control of the Town.

(2) Operation of all valves and hydrants under pressure shall be done only by
representatives of the Town or by such responsible person approved by the Town.

(3) The Town shall be notified at least 24 hours prior to the start of making
connections to the existing systems. Also, the Town shall be notified at least 24
hours prior to the start of pressure testing, leakage testing and disinfection.

(4) The Town will not authorize any meter installations in any subdivision prior to
receiving record drawings and certifications.

Y. Fees for review and construction observation. The owner shall be responsible for all costs
associated with plan review and construction observation by the Town's Engineer.

Z. Materials.

(1) Ductile iron pipe (DIP) and fittings.

(a) All pipe for water mains six inches through 24 inches in diameter and for
water services larger than two inches in diameter shall be ductile iron pipe.
All ductile iron pipe four inches in diameter and larger shall be furnished in
eighteen-foot or twenty-foot nominal laying lengths.

(b) All ductile iron pipe shall be centrifugally cast in metal molds or sand-lined
molds with all details of manufacture and supply in substantial conformance
with ANSI/AWWA C151/A21.51. All ductile iron pipe shall be designed and
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selected in accordance with ANSI/AWWA C150/A21.50. All ductile iron
pipe up through 12 inches in diameter shall be minimum pipe wall thickness
Class 51 per ANSI/AWWA C150/A21.50. In other sizes, pipe shall be
designed for 250-psi working pressure.

(c) All pipe shall have push-on joints in complete conformance with
ANSI/AWWA C111/A 21.11. The pipe manufacturer shall furnish the
required rubber joint gaskets and joint lubricant.

(d) All ductile iron pipe for hydrant connections minimum six inches in diameter
shall conform to the same specifications as given previously for main line
ductile iron pipe, except that hydrant connection pipe shall have mechanical
joints in complete conformance with ANSI/AWWA C111/A21.11. The pipe
manufacturer shall furnish the required joint accessories consisting of ductile
iron retainer glands, high-strength low-alloy steel tee bolts and nuts, plain
backed rubber gaskets and required joint lubricant.

(e) All pipe fittings shall be ductile iron and shall be short body in complete
conformance with ANSI/AWWA C110/A21.10. All fittings shall have a
minimum pressure rating of 250 pounds per square inch (psi). All fittings
shall have mechanical joints in complete conformance with ANSI/AWWA
C111/A21.11. The pipe manufacturer shall furnish the required joint
accessories consisting of ductile iron glands, high-strength low-alloy steel tee
bolts and nuts, plain backed rubber gaskets, and required joint lubricant.

(f) All ductile iron pipe and ductile iron fittings shall be cement mortar lined and
paint seal coated in conformance with ANSI/AWWA C104/A21.4. The
thickness of the lining shall be twice the standard and shall be not less than
one-eighth-inch thick for all pipe three inches through 12 inches in diameter.

(2) Gate valves and valve boxes.

(a) All gate valves and valve boxes for water mains six inches through 12 inches
in diameter, including those for hydrant connections, and for water services
larger than two inches in diameter shall meet the same specifications as set
forth in this section. All such gate valves three inches through 12 inches shall
conform to ANSI/AWWA C509 and shall be suitable for a minimum
working pressure of 200 psi after having been hydrostatically tested to 400
psi after manufacture. All valves shall open left with a standard two-inch
square operating nut. All valves shall be furnished with mechanical joint ends
complete with ductile iron glands, high-strength low-alloy steel tee bolts and
nuts, plain backed rubber gaskets, and required joint lubricant.

(b) All gate valves three inches through 12 inches shall be resilient wedge, iron
body, epoxy-coated, bronze-mounted, nonrising stem, stainless steel fasteners
and shall be furnished with double O-ring packings. Valves above
twelve-inch diameter shall be butterfly valves, AWWA C504, Class 150.

(c) All gate valves shall be by the Mueller Company, Model A-2360.
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(d) All valves boxes shall be of cast iron, telescopic pattern, and 5 1/4 inch in
diameter. Valve boxes for valves three inches through eight inches shall have
a twenty-six-inch top section and a thirty-six-inch bottom section, but in all
cases and for valves larger than eight inches, valve shall be furnished to
match the specific valve dimensions and trench depth involved.

(e) All valve boxes shall be furnished with a cast iron cover, drop style, with
both the word "WATER" and an arrow indicating the direction of the valve
opening (open left) cast on the cover in raised characters. Valve boxes shall
be Tyler 6855 Series, Model 664-A with a five-and-one-fourth-inch standard
drop lid, or approved equal.

(f) Gate valve and valve box installation shall conform to the requirements on
Sheet 1 of the Standard Details sheets.7 All hydrant leads shall incorporate a
gate valve which in general shall be located as far from the hydrant and as
close to the main as possible. Gate valves at main line junctions shall be
located plus or minus four feet away, measured center of the valve to center
of the junction or fitting. Gate valves on ductile iron water services shall
generally be located on the street line or property line or where required by
the Water District. All gate valve locations shall be reviewed and approved
by the Town prior to installation and preferably during the design of the
system. Tops of the valve boxes shall be set flush with grade in paved areas
and set one inch above grade in grassed areas.

(g) All valves and valve boxes larger than 12 inches in diameter shall be of a
type approved by the Town.

ARTICLE VI
Metered Service

§ 180-23. Meters and safety equipment required.

A. An individual meter and check valve shall be required for each premises and for each
separate service connection.

B. The District will furnish the residential meter and the meter couplings. The cost of the
meter and the meter couplings shall be paid by the applicant. All water meters larger than
two inches in size shall be purchased and installed by the owner, and the installation
shall be approved by the Town. The District will maintain meters as stated insofar as
ordinary wear and tear is concerned. In case of damage by freezing, hot water or external
damage, the property owner shall be liable for cost of repairs.

C. Backflow of water, which may cause contamination of the water supply, must be
prevented by the installation of a check valve on the outlet side of the meter.

7. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.
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D. Note: Safety warning - hot water system relief. All hot water tanks and hot water heating
systems shall be provided with pressure relief valves. Existing relief valves shall be in
working condition.

§ 180-24. Location of meter.

The property owner shall provide a place acceptable to the District for the location of the
meter.

A. Meters should be installed inside buildings, unless otherwise required or agreed to by the
District. They are usually located in basements or utility rooms and should be placed in a
clean, dry, safe place at or near the front wall, as close as possible to the point of
entrance of the connecting pipe. Any customer not having a year-round heated area for
the meter will be required to install a meter pit.

B. Meters should be supported firmly, not less than 24 inches or more than 36 inches above
the floor level, and should be readily accessible at all reasonable times for inspection,
reading or changing by employees of the District. A meter setting will not be required if
the meter is properly plumbed and supported soundly. In locations where the building
ground system relies on continuity of water piping, the customer will install a bonding
jumper with UL-listed ground clamps around meter.

C. All meters shall be installed with a ball valve before and after the meter. Ball valves shall
be full-port, quarter turn to close/open. Water meters shall be Neptune T-10, or approved
equal displacement type meters, frostproof, straight reading in gallons and manufactured
in accordance with AWWA C700.

D. Where it is necessary to set the meter outside the building or the service line is installed
with less than five feet zero inches of cover, it shall be installed at the expense of the
property owner in a pit which is watertight and frostproof. The cover of the pit shall be
fastened with a convenient locking device.

(1) For one-inch meter: eighteen-inch-diameter Mueller/McCullough thermal-coil
meter box. Box depth shall be 60 inches deep. Box shall include inlet lock wing
angle meter stop, outlet dual check valve. A full-port quarter-turn ball valve shall
also be required where the service enters the building. Box shall have no bottom
and four-inch-thick closed cell insulation pad to be placed over the meter. Top
shall be Mueller flat lid with side-mounted standard water works pentagon nut lock
and touch-read feature compatible with Schlumberger ProRead pit reading device.

(2) For larger than one-inch meter: forty-eight-inch diameter traffic-rated precast
concrete manhole with precast top and twenty-four-inch-diameter cast iron frame
and cover. Piping at the meter pit shall include Water Department-approved shutoff
valve, Town-supplied meter, DOH-approved backflow prevention device (if
required) and a second approved shutoff valve. Manhole shall be seven feet deep
to meet five-foor-zero-inch cover over service, allowing meter to be set one foot
six inches above the manhole floor. Manhole shall have cast-in-place poly steps 12
inches on center. All manhole joints shall be made watertight with two rows of
butyl mastic sealant. Manhole wall pipe penetration shall be sealed with nonshrink
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waterproof grout. Frame and cover shall be mortared in place so that cover is one
inch high in grassed areas and flush in paved areas. Remote reading device shall be
mounted in the pit cover.

(a) Manhole shall be set on six-inch lift of No. 2 crushed stone and backfilled
with clean (maximum size four inches). Manhole shall have a
three-inch-diameter hole in its base to allow water to drain out of the
structure where it is not subject to groundwater influence.

(b) All meters will have a remote meter-reading device which will allow the
District to read the meter without entering the house or business. Remote
reading device will be installed by the owner in an easily accessible location
(not blocked by bushes, snow piles, etc.), approximately four feet above
finished ground level, as approved by the District.

(c) Meters, remote reading device, and 30 feet of meter cable will be supplied by
the Water District at the time of permit application. When meter pits are
required, a special remote meter pit reading device with six feet of cable will
be supplied by the Water District.

(d) Only representatives of the Water District are authorized to open the curb
stop. Once the service is approved, the curb stop will be opened and the line
flushed for a minimum of five minutes to remove any residual high levels of
chlorine and any debris. After the line is cleaned, the meter will be installed
by the owner.

§ 180-25. Reading of meters.

Meters will be read and inspected periodically by the District. If property owners find that the
meter registers an unusual increase over the average amount or water used which cannot be
accounted for, they should inform the District immediately. (See also § 180-27, Testing of
meters.)

§ 180-26. Right to remove and test meters.

A. The District reserves the right to remove and test any meter at any reasonable time and to
substitute another meter in its place.

B. The property owner shall be given an opportunity to obtain a reading, and the substitute
meter will be read and recorded.

§ 180-27. Testing of meters.

A. In case of a disputed account involving the accuracy of a meter, the District will test the
meter upon the request of the property owner. A meter testing fee, payable in advance of
the test, is required. See Article XIV for fees.
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B. In the event that the meter is found to over-register in excess of 4% at any flow within
the normal test flow limits, the fee will be returned to the property owner; otherwise it
will be retained.

C. Adjustment in bills for over-registration of the meter will be made in accordance with the
current rules of the District. (See § 180-34, Estimated bills.)

§ 180-28. Replacement of defective meters.

In all cases where a meter is found to be defective it will be replaced as soon as practicable
by a meter that has been tested and properly adjusted under the supervision of the District.

§ 180-29. Seals.

All meters must be sealed. No seal placed by the District for the protection of any meter,
valve or other water connection shall be tampered with or defaced. If the seal is broken, the
District reserves the right to remove and test the meter at the customer's expense.

ARTICLE VII
Payment for Metered Water Service

§ 180-30. General billing procedure.

Once a year users will receive from the Water District a water bill. On the bill will be printed
the user's name, address, meter number, previous meter reading, current meter reading and
current charge. After verifying the printed information, the user will mail a check to the Town
for the full amount or pay in person at Town Hall.

§ 180-31. Reading of meters.

A. The Water Superintendent or other designated Town employee will read the meters.

B. Meters will be read as follows:

(1) A minimum of once every year.

(2) Whenever a change of ownership takes place.

C. The above procedure is applicable to all users of water, whether they are in the District
or not.

§ 180-32. Billing.

A. The Water Superintendent will send bills immediately after the meter readings are
completed. The billing will be in April with payment due by June 1.

B. Bills will be calculated based on the actual readings taken by the Water Superintendent.
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C. Users will receive a bill at least once each year. In the event that a user does not receive
a bill during the month of April, it shall be his/her obligation to so notify the District so
that appropriate measures may be taken by the District.

D. Bills will show the dates on which the meter readings were taken and will show the
reading at the beginning and end of the period for which they are rendered. Except in
cases where an inaccuracy has been established, a bill based on the reading of the meter
is deemed conclusive and must be paid.

§ 180-33. Property owner's responsibility for payment.

A property owner's responsibility to pay for water service continues from the time service is
commenced, pursuant to his application, until 10 days' written notice is received by the
District of a change of ownership or occupancy of the premises or 10 days' written notice is
received by the District to discontinue the applicable service. Upon receipt of such notice, the
District will arrange for a final meter reading and billing. The property owner will be given an
opportunity to be present at the final meter reading. No allowance will be made in cases of
nonoccupancies unless the District is notified in writing as stated above. Should the premises
change ownership, all open charges shall be charged against the premises, payable on billing,
by the new owner, to the extent that the prior owner fails to pay for the same.

§ 180-34. Estimated bills.

A. Where access to a meter cannot be had, the District may bill the amount charged for the
corresponding period of the preceding year, and in such cases the amount paid will be
treated as credit; the amount due being determined by the next meter reading.

B. In cases where it is found that a meter has ceased to register or has registered
inaccurately and the percentage of inaccuracy cannot be determined by reasonable test,
an estimated bill for the billing period immediately preceding the date when such meter
was found defective and for the period from said date to the date of replacement of the
meter may be rendered to the property owner by the District.

C. The estimated bill will be based on the amount of water consumed in the corresponding
period of prior years, except where it appears that there has been a change in the
occupancy of the premises or in the use of water, in which case an equitable adjustment
will be made.

§ 180-35. Other fees and service charges.

Should the premises change ownership, there will be a service charge for the final meter
reading. See Article XIV (Summary of Fees, Penalties and Service Charges).

§ 180-36. Users without meters.

A. In the event that water is being used but no meter has been installed or in the case of a
nonoperating meter an estimated bill will be sent to the user.
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B. Unmetered use of water from the District is in violation of the regulations of the District.

C. Those properties which have tapped into the main but do not yet have a meter installed
because they have not installed the service line into their house will not be billed for
water use.

§ 180-37. Nonpayment of water rent.

A. All bills are due and payable net cash when rendered.

B. All bills are due and payable by June 1 following the issuance of the bill. If the bill is
not paid by the due date, a penalty fee (see Article XIV) will be added, and the total will
be applied to the Town and County tax bill the following January.

§ 180-38. Water for building purposes.

A. Water for building or construction purposes will be furnished on an application for
metered service through a service pipe connection to the main, and the applicant will be
liable for the amount of water used. The applicant shall also pay the inspection fee for
initial service; see Article XIV.

B. The applicant shall have metered service. He shall deposit with the District the cost of
the meter and shall keep the said meter accessible during its use.

§ 180-39. Private fire service.

A. Property owners desiring service connections of reasonable size to the mains of the
District for private fire protection on their premises shall make separate application for
such service in writing. Such installations shall be in accordance with this chapter,
particularly the rules regarding the installation of service pipes, connecting pipes and
facilities. Such service lines shall be used exclusively for fire protection purposes.

B. All private fire service lines shall be equipped with meters. A flat rate, to be determined
by the District, shall be charged for this service, based upon the size of the meter used.
No charge, however, is made for water used solely for fire-extinguishing purposes.

§ 180-40. Liability of District.

The District shall not in any way or under any circumstances be held liable or responsible to
any party for any losses or damage resulting from fire or water or other causes which may
occur due to the installation or presence of a private fire service connection or any pipe or
fixture connected therewith or for any losses or damage resulting from any excess or
deficiency in pressure or supply of water due to any cause whatsoever.

180:23 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 249 of 362



   
§ 180-41 PRINCETOWN CODE § 180-43

ARTICLE VIII
Public Fire Protection

§ 180-41. Installation of fire hydrant.

A. Fire hydrants are installed by the District on its system for purpose of public fire
protection only. They are owned by the District and subject to regular inspection and
maintenance by the District.

B. Hydrants may not be used for street sprinkling, flushing of streets and sewers, catch
basins, stormwater drains, demonstrations, tests, fire drills or similar purposes, or for
filling swimming or wading pools or areas set aside for ice skating, without the written
permission of the District.

§ 180-42. Use of hydrants in emergency.

A. Where it is necessary to use hydrants for any purpose other than for public fire protection
in an emergency or where no other source of water supply is available, a special permit
is required, issued by the District, under restrictions imposed in the interest of the public.
The applicant for such permit shall notify the local fire department of the intended use of
a hydrant.

B. Fire departments should inform the District promptly of any hydrant which has been used
or which is leaking or in need of attention, so that such hydrants may be placed in
readiness for instant operation. This is particularly important during the winter months.

§ 180-43. Fire hydrant specification.

A. All fire hydrants shall conform to ANSI/AWWA C502 with five-inch minimum main
valve opening and six-inch minimum mechanical joint inlet connection furnished
complete with ductile iron glands, high-strength low-alloy steel tee bolts and nuts, plain
backed rubber gaskets, stainless steel fasteners and required joint lubricant. Hydrants
shall be suitable for a five-foot-deep trench. Each hydrant shall have two
two-and-one-half-inch hose connections and one four-and-one-half-inch pumper
connection, all with National Standard hose threads and with outlet nozzle caps and cap
chains. All hydrants shall have double O-ring packing and shall open left with a National
Standard five-sided operating nut measuring 1 1/2 inches flat to point. The outlet nozzle
cap nuts shall be the same as the operating nut.

B. All fire hydrants shall be of break flange construction with a frangible break flange
located slightly above the ground line and a cast iron break coupling on the stem at the
same location, which shall be so designed that in case of breakage only the break flange
and cast iron coupling need be replaced to complete repair.

C. All hydrants shall receive a factory prime and a finish coat of paint. Paint shall be
weather-resistant Sherwin-Williams enamel, or approved equal. Hydrants shall be painted
fire red with silver trimmings.

D. All fire hydrants shall be Mueller Super Centurion 250, color red, or approved equal.
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E. Hydrant installation shall conform to the requirements on Sheet 1 of the Standard Details
sheets.8 The type of hydrant installation shall be installed truly vertical at the locations set
by the Town and shall be carefully plumbed before the connection is made. Hydrant shall
be set on a solid precast concrete slab at least 12 inches square and four inches thick, the
concrete slab to be supported by firm undisturbed material or well-consolidated fill.
Crushed stone to a minimum depth and thickness of 12 inches shall be placed around the
drain up to a level at least six inches above the drain to provide for hydrant drainage in
pervious soil, such as sand or gravel. In impervious soil, such as clay, a drainage pit two
feet in diameter and three feet deep shall be excavated below each hydrant and filled
completely with crushed stone under and around the bottom of the hydrant up to a level
at least six inches above the drain. In both cases, the top of crushed stone shall be
completely covered with polyethylene or building paper to prevent the backfill from
sifting down into the crushed stone drain. When required by the Town because of
evidence of high groundwater, the hydrant drain opening shall be plugged to prevent the
entrance of groundwater. Hydrants with drain hole plugged shall have a field-stenciled
letter "D" painted on it. In this case, no crushed stone need be placed under the hydrant.

F. All hydrant leads shall include a gate valve located as far from the hydrant and as close
to the main as possible. Separate mechanical restraint shall be used to secure the hydrant
to the valve and then the valve to the main-line tee or other fitting. An anchoring fitting,
tee or elbow with Roto-Ring glands, or approved equal, shall be the standard installation
method used to restrain the hydrant valve to the main. From the valve to the hydrant,
various means of hydrant restraint may be required. A mechanical joint anchoring pipe
with Roto-Ring gland, or approved equal, shall be the normal method of hydrant
restraint. Other types of hydrant restraint, when required by the Town, will be used to
suit the specific installation.

G. All hydrant-lead-valve assemblies shall be blocked against movement with solid precast
concrete blocks both behind the hydrant and behind the tee as shown on Sheet 1 of the
Standard Details sheets.9 These blocks shall bear against undisturbed material.

H. When required by the Engineer and/or Town, hydrant guard posts shall be installed
around hydrants as shown on Sheet 1 of the Standard Details sheets. These posts shall
consist of a six-inch-diameter piece of ductile iron pipe set vertically plumb four feet in
the ground with its tip extending six inches above the top of the adjacent hydrant. The
pipe shall be filled with crushed stone with the top 12 inches of the pipe neatly capped
with concrete. After installation, the portion of the guard posts above the ground line
shall be painted in alternating six-inch-wide red and white strips, starting with red on top.
Paint shall consist of a double coat of weather-resistant enamel paint matching in type
and color the finish paint coat on the hydrant.

8. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.

9. Editor's Note: The Water System Standard Details are attached to this chapter.
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ARTICLE IX
General Rules

§ 180-44. Supply and pressure.

The District undertakes to use reasonable care and diligence to provide a constant supply of
water at a reasonable pressure but reserves the right, at any time after due notice (unless an
emergency occurs), to shut off the water in its mains for the purpose of making repairs and
extensions.

§ 180-45. Sprinkling, irrigation or swimming pool.

There may be times when, in the opinion of the District, it may be necessary to restrict the
use of this service to certain definite periods or to prohibit it entirely. In this event, every
endeavor will be made to notify property owners in advance by appropriate notice.

§ 180-46. Special quality of water.

The District does not undertake to supply any special quality of water for purposes such as
swimming pools, bleaching or dyeing plants, or laundries. Property owners requiring water of
special quality, or water free from discoloration at all times, are required to provide their own
means of filtering the water, or provide such other protection as may be deemed necessary for
the purposes required.

§ 180-47. Liability of district.

The district will not be liable for any injury, casualty or damage resulting in any way from the
supply or use of water service or from the presence or operation of the devices on the
property owner's premises or from the use of any equipment or materials installed in
conformity with the District's requirements or recommendations, except injuries or damages
resulting from the negligence of the District.

§ 180-48. Adequacy of property owner's facilities.

Neither by inspection nor acceptance nor in any other way does the District give any
warranty, expressed or implied, as to the adequacy, safety or characteristics of any structures,
equipment, pipes, appliances or devices owned, installed or maintained by the property owner
or leased by the property owner from third parties.

§ 180-49. Cross connection to other sources prohibited.

A. No pipe or fixtures connected with the mains of the District shall be connected with
pipes or fixtures supplied with water from any other source whatsoever, nor any
apparatus which may endanger the quality of the District's water supply.

B. Homes with an automatic sprinkler system will be required to install a New York State
Department of Health approved backflow prevention device after the meter. It is also
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recommended in this case that an expansion tank will be installed near the hot water
heater to prevent any unwanted operation of the pressure relief valve.

C. Backflow prevention devices shall be double check valves for residential services when
required.

D. All commercial/industrial services shall be protected with New York State Department of
Health approved devices.

§ 180-50. Interference with District property prohibited.

No person is permitted to turn the water on or off at any street valve, corporation stop and
curb stop, other street reducing valve or check valve without the consent of the District.

§ 180-51. Frost provision.

Extension of pipeline facilities not normally made when the ground in which such pipes and
connections are required to be laid shall be frozen or shall otherwise present serious obstacles
to laying the same.

§ 180-52. Discontinuance of service for violation of rules.

Service may be discontinued, after complying with the requirements of law, for any one of the
following reasons:

A. Use of water other than represented in application or through branch connections on the
street side of the meter or place reserved therefor.

B. Willful waste to the detriment of the Water District or use of water through improper and
imperfect pipes or by any other means, including violation of sprinkling or irrigation
restrictions imposed by the District.

C. Tampering with any service pipe, seal, meter or any other appliance owned by the
District.

D. Nonpayment of bills for water or service rendered by the District in accordance with this
schedule.

E. Cross-connecting pipes carrying water supplied by the District with any other source of
supply whatsoever or with any apparatus which may endanger the quality of the District's
water supply.

F. Refusal of reasonable access to the property for the purposes of inspecting fixtures or
piping or for reading, repairing, testing or removing meters.

G. Submetering or reselling water.

H. Failure to maintain, in good order, connecting pipes, connections or fixtures owned by
the property owner.
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I. Failure to properly construct and maintain meter pits or vaults.

J. In case of vacancy of premises.

K. Use of unmetered water without written consent of the District.

§ 180-53. Restoration of service charge.

A. When water service has been discontinued on written orders of the property owner or for
nonpayment or for violation of these rules, and service is again desired by the same
property owner, including seasonal customers, the user will be charged a restoration of
service fee (see Article XIV).

B. If, however, by the willful act of the property owner it becomes necessary to shut off or
disconnect the service pipe at the main, the charge to the property owner for restoration
of service will include the actual cost incurred by the District incident to the
disconnection and restoration of the service pipe. This is in addition to the restoration of
service fee provided for above.

§ 180-54. Authority of agents or employees.

No agent or employee of the District shall have authority to bind it by any promise, agreement
or representation not provided in the Rules and Regulations of the District or in any way
inconsistent therewith.

§ 180-55. Change in schedule for water service.

A. The District reserves the right to change, take from or add to this chapter or its Rules and
Regulation to the extent permitted by law or permitted by the applicable regulations of
the State regulatory body having jurisdiction.

B. Bills for all meter reading periods affected by a change in rates will be prorated and
computed on the basis of average daily use.

§ 180-56. Subdividers or developers to provide mains.

For all installations of waterlines and/or services and appurtenances in areas not included
within existing highways or streets, such as for developments where roads are being prepared
and offered for acceptance as public roads, the following provisions shall apply:

A. Connections shall be made to the water system at a point designated by a duly authorized
agent of the municipality.

B. Pipes, valves and hydrants shall be installed in accordance with a plan approved by the
District.

C. Service connections shall be made with copper tubing or approved alternates as set forth
in § 180-10.
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D. Furnishing of materials and installation of all waterlines, valves, hydrants and services
shall be in a manner satisfactory to the duly authorized agent of the municipality.

E. All cost of materials and installation of water mains, valves, hydrants and services shall
be borne by the developer.

F. As a condition of obtaining services, all water mains, valves and hydrants, plus water
services, to the limits of existing public highways or to the outer limits of a sixty-foot
area proposed for ultimate dedication as public highways shall be deeded to the
municipality.

§ 180-57. Conformance with regulations.

It is intended that these standard specifications conform in all ways with the regulations and
requirements of the New York State Department of Health. In cases where discrepancies exist,
Health Department Regulations shall govern.

§ 180-58. Ownership of water distribution system.

A. All water mains, fittings and valves larger than six inches in diameter and all hydrants
shall be owned by the Town after their construction by the owner and their inspection
and acceptance by the Town. Such facilities shall be located in the public right-of-way or
in easements granted to the Town.

B. All water services of any size from the main up to and including the curb stop shall be
owned by the Town. Such facilities shall be located in public rights-of-way or in
easements grant the Town.

C. All residential water meters shall be owned and maintained by the Town.

D. All water meters greater than two inches in size shall be of a type approved by the Town
and shall be owned and maintained by the owner. The installation of such meters shall be
approved and sealed by the Town, and such meters shall be accessible to the Town for
inspection and reading. The owner shall be responsible for having his meter calibrated
every two years and for repairing or replacing his meter if it is found to be defective or
inaccurate.

E. Any check valves or backflow prevention devices required on a water service due to the
owner's, the Town's or code's requirements shall be owned and maintained by the owner.

F. Any pressure-regulating valves required on a water service due to distribution system
pressures shall be owned and maintained by the owner.
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ARTICLE X
Outside Users

§ 180-59. Defined.

An outside user or applicant is one whose premises, as defined in § 180-6, is not included
within the boundaries of the Water District as defined in the resolution creating the Water
District. For the purposes of this chapter, users included in any extension to the original
District would be considered an outside user.

§ 180-60. Geographical limits.

The Water District is not in the business of selling water outside the boundaries of the original
District. Refer to the legal boundary description of each District on file at Town Hall to
determine if the property is outside the District.

§ 180-61. Applying for water.

Anyone wishing to become an outside user must contact the Water Superintendent or the
Water Commissioners, in writing, so stating their desire and identifying the premises to be
served by section, block and lot. The Commissioners of the Water District must approve all
request for outside user hookups.

A. The Water Commissioners for the Water District must first consider the request for an
outside user connection. If they agree to approve the request, the Commissioners shall
ask for approval from any state agency as required by state law.

B. After all involved have reviewed and approved or denied the request, the Commissioners
shall notify the applicant.

C. Upon receiving approval for connection as an outside user, the applicant must complete
an application and return it to the District's Water Superintendent or the Water
Commissioners with the required deposit. See Article XIV for deposit requirements. No
person shall use water without first filing with the District an application for service.

D. If the premises to be supplied with a meter has no service pipe connection to the water
main, an application must be made to the District for the tapping of the main and
installation of the service pipe from main to property line.

E. The District shall furnish the meter with tailpieces and gaskets, the check valve, curb box
and rod. The District will also provide the curb stop and corporation stop if requested by
the applicant. The cost of all materials supplied by the District shall be deducted from the
deposit along with the inspection fee (see Article XIV for schedule of fees) and any other
cost the District incurs, such as right-of-way restoration. The remainder of the deposit
shall be returned to the applicant after final approval by the Superintendent. The
applicant must abide by all the rules and regulations of the Water District unless
modified by contract or specifically excluded.
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F. The applicant shall be responsible for all cost required to establish service to his/her
premises from the main, including tapping the main. After the installation is complete,
the District will assume ownership of the portion of the service from the main to, but not
including, the curb stop and be responsible for maintenance of the service on public land.

§ 180-62. Extension and/or contract.

Outside users may be added, if approved by the Commissioners, individually by obtaining a
written agreement between themselves and the Water District or as part of an extension
involving two or more users. An extension shall conform to state law for extensions to water
districts. The District prefers the formation of an extension over the use of individual
contracts, and every effort should be made to create an extension where appropriate. It is
appropriate to form an extension when there is more than one potential applicant. All service
connections shall be made in accordance with this chapter.

§ 180-63. Outside user connection fee.

Prior to final inspection and activation of the service, the applicant must pay a one-time
outside user connection fee. See Article XIV for fee.

§ 180-64. Extensions to water main outside District.

Additions to the main are required when adding a service where the distance from an existing
main to the property line is greater than 35 feet. Any exceptions must be approved by the
Commissioners after engineering review. This applies to a service on an individual basis and
for extensions. The applicant or the extension is responsible for the cost of any main
extension and any other cost incurred by the District for the sole benefit of the applicant or
extension.

A. Plans for additions to the main outside the District. Plans for additions to the main,
prepared by applicants, their engineer or agent, must be submitted to the District for
engineering review prior to any work.

B. Hydrants outside the District. Hydrants must be included in a main addition where the
main is extended more than 500 feet from the nearest existing hydrant.

C. Ownership of water main outside the District. After completion and acceptance of all
work, the District will assume the ownership of all additions to the water main.

ARTICLE XI
Internal Operations of Water District

§ 180-65. Application for services.

An application must be submitted to either the Water Superintendent or the Supervisor's office
prior to the commencement of any work associated with the installation of water pipes.
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§ 180-66. Installation of services.

The contractor shall not proceed with the work until written authorization to do so is received
from the Water Superintendent. In addition, the contractor will have the responsibility of
seeing that any and all necessary permits are obtained before work begins.

§ 180-67. Inspection of service installation.

The homeowner's contractor will be required to notify the Water Superintendent as to when
the service will be installed so that the Water Superintendent or his representative can be
present to inspect the work.

§ 180-68. Records.

Copies of the application for service will be retained by the Water Superintendent and the
Town offices. All pertinent information will be recorded by the Water Superintendent on the
user's master record sheet.

§ 180-69. Repairs.

A. The homeowner's contractor will make repairs only when authorization is given by the
Water Superintendent.

B. All repair work will be subject to inspection and approval by the Water Superintendent.
See Article XIV for inspection fees.

ARTICLE XII
Duties and Responsibilities of Water Superintendent

§ 180-70. Meter reading.

It will be the responsibility of the Water Superintendent to see that all water meters are read at
least once per year.

§ 180-71. User record.

A. A user record sheet will be maintained by the Water Superintendant for every user in the
District and all users' application for service submitted.

B. It will be the responsibility of the Water Superintendent to see that the user records are
kept up to date. The user records will be kept in the Town Hall, where they will be
available to the Town Supervisor. A duplicate of the user records will be kept by the
Water Superintendent for his own reference but will at no time be a substitute for the
records kept at the Town Hall.

180:32 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 258 of 362



   
§ 180-72 WATER § 180-76

§ 180-72. Meters.

A. It will be the responsibility of the Water Superintendent to ensure that all water meters
are operating properly.

B. Meters will be inspected visually each time the meters are read. If there is evidence of
damage to the meter or tampering, the Water Superintendent will make arrangements to
have the meter tested and repaired.

C. Meters will also be removed for inspection and repair if an inaccuracy is suspected.

§ 180-73. Hydrants.

A. Hydrants should be inspected and tested at least once a year to see that they are in proper
operating condition.

B. The Water Superintendent will maintain a record of all inspections. Included in this
record will be the date of the inspection, the location of the hydrant, its condition and a
list of necessary repairs.

C. Should repairs be necessary, the Water Superintendent will make the necessary
arrangements to have the work done as soon as possible. The Water Superintendent will
also notify the Fire Department whenever a hydrant is not functioning properly.

§ 180-74. Valves.

A. On a periodic basis, preferably once every two years, valves should be checked to ensure
that they are operating properly.

B. Valve covers should be visible and flush with finished grade. Should a street be repaved,
it will be the responsibility of the Water Superintendent to see that valve covers and
valve boxes are raised to the new grade.

C. Valve boxes should be cleaned, if necessary, so that a wrench can easily be positioned
over a wrench nut. The valves should be closed a few turns then reopened to their
original position.

D. As with the hydrants, the Water Superintendent will maintain a record of all inspections.

§ 180-75. Tank vault.

The condition of the vault containing the tank level control panel and pressure transmitter
should be checked weekly or as conditions require by the Superintendent.

§ 180-76. Storage tanks.

A. The storage tanks should be visually inspected at least once a year by the Water
Superintendent and should be carefully inspected prior to repair and at any time when
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leakage or some other apparent deterioration is observed. In any event, the water tanks
should be thoroughly inspected at intervals of not more than five years.

B. Inspection of the tanks at five-year intervals should be done according to the
recommendations of the American Water Works Association, AWWA 0101, latest
edition.

§ 180-77. Booster pump stations.

The condition of the vault or building containing the booster pump stations should be checked
daily, or as conditions require, by the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall log the
run-time reading for each pump, determine hours of run time since last inspection and take
action when the run time indicates routine maintenance is due. The Superintendent shall also
record water tank level and ensure that the minimum and maximum are not exceeded.

§ 180-78. PRV vaults.

The condition of the vaults containing the system pressure-reducing valves (PRVs) on Gifford
Church Road (2) and one in each booster pump station should be checked monthly, or as
conditions require, by the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall log the system pressure on
the upstream and downstream side of the valve and make any adjustments necessary to
maintain the proper system pressure.

§ 180-79. Additional duties.

The Water Superintendent shall perform all other duties implied or described in these
regulations.

ARTICLE XIII
Right to Change and Amend

§ 180-80. Amendments; liability.

The right is reserved to change and amend this chapter, to make special rates, variations and
contracts in all proper cases, or to turn off the water supply without notice in case of
extensions, repairs or other necessity, without liability for damages for lack of water or for
any damage which may result from the turning off of the water supply.

ARTICLE XIV
Summary of Fees, Penalties and Service Charges

§ 180-81. Fee schedule. 10

10. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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Fees are set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board. Fees are set for the following
services:

Application deposit

Meter reading (§ 180-32) (§ 180-35) (penalty)

Final meter reading (§ 180-35) (sale of property)

Nonpayment of water rent (§ 180-37) (penalty)

Water for building purposes (deposit) (§ 180-38)

Restoration of service charge (§ 180-53) and reinspection

Outside user special connection fee

Water usage rate

Meter testing (§ 180-27)

Inspection fee (§ 180-9) initial service

Customer requested work 
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Chapter 186

WIND ENERGY FACILITIES
 
 § 186-1. Title. facilities and wind

 measurement towers. § 186-2. Purpose.
§ 186-13. Traffic routes and road § 186-3. Authority.

maintenance for commercial
 § 186-4. Applicability.  wind energy facilities.
§ 186-5. Permits. § 186-14. Issuance of commercial wind
 § 186-6. Definitions. energy facility and wind

measurement tower permits § 186-7. Application requirements.
 and certificates of conformity.

§ 186-8. Environmental review. 
 § 186-15. Abatement.

 § 186-9. Application review process.
 § 186-16. Permit revocation.

§ 186-10. Commercial wind energy
 § 186-17. Fees. facility development standards.
§ 186-18. Waivers and immaterial§ 186-11. Setbacks, noise and height
 modifications. limits.
§ 186-19. Enforcement; penalties for§ 186-12. Required site safety measures

offenses.for commercial wind energy
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown 5-5-2009 by L.L.
No. 3-2009. Amendments noted where applicable.]

 
GENERAL REFERENCES

 
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Zoning — See Ch. 200.

§ 186-1. Title.

This chapter may be cited as the "Town of Princetown Commercial Wind Energy Facility
Law."

§ 186-2. Purpose.

The purpose of the chapter is to guide the construction and operation of commercial wind
energy facilities and wind measurement towers in the Town of Princetown, Schenectady
County, subject to reasonable conditions that will protect the public health, safety and welfare.

§ 186-3. Authority.

The Town Board of the Town of Princetown enacts this chapter under the authority granted
by § 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
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§ 186-4. Applicability.

The requirements of this chapter shall apply to all commercial wind energy facilities and wind
measurement towers proposed, operated, modified or constructed within the municipal
boundaries of the Town of Princetown, Schenectady County. Commercial wind energy
facilities and wind measurement towers shall be allowed throughout all areas of the Town,
subject to the requirements of this chapter.

§ 186-5. Permits.

A. Permit requirement. No commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower
shall be constructed, reconstructed, modified or operated in the Town of Princetown
except by first obtaining, as applicable, a commercial wind energy facility permit or wind
measurement tower permit as provided under this chapter.

B. Permitting authority. The Town of Princetown Planning Board shall have sole discretion
to review, consider and issue commercial wind energy facility permits and wind
measurement tower permits in accordance with this chapter.

C. Exemptions. In the event that an applicant or permittee intends to undertake in-kind
replacement of a commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower, the Town
Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector or other Town designee shall be notified
prior to any such replacement. The Town Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector
or other Town designee may approve such in-kind replacement or refer the applicant or
permittee to the Planning Board to determine whether a commercial wind energy facility
or wind measurement tower permit must first be obtained.

§ 186-6. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

ACCESSORY FACILITIES OR EQUIPMENT — Any structure, other than a wind turbine,
related to the use and purpose of deriving, collecting or distributing energy from such wind
turbines, located on or associated with a commercial wind energy facility or wind
measurement tower.

COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY FACILITY — Any wind turbine or array of wind turbines
designed for on-site use or to deliver electricity to the power grid for sale with a combined
production capacity of more than 100 kilowatts of energy, including all related infrastructure,
electrical collection and distribution lines and substations, access roads and accessory
structures, including accessory facilities or equipment.1

PERMIT — A permit issued pursuant to this chapter granting the holder the right to
construct, maintain and operate a commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement
tower.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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PUBLIC ROAD — Any federal, state, county, city, Town or village road which is open to
the public; or private road regularly used by multiple persons for access to separate off-site
parcels of land, access to which is unrestricted by the owner(s) of said private road.

PURE TONE — A sound having a single pitch, such as a whine, screech or hum.2

RESIDENCE — Any dwelling located off site which is suitable for habitation on the date a
commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower permit application is received by
the Town and deemed complete by the Planning Board in accordance with § 186-9 of this
chapter, and for which a valid certificate of occupancy has been issued or should have been
issued prior to such date. A residence may be part of a multifamily dwelling or multipurpose
building and shall include buildings such as hotels or motels, hospitals, day-care centers,
dormitories, sanitariums and nursing homes.

SETBACK AGREEMENT — Any agreement, contract, easement, covenant or right in land
which burdens land for the benefit of an applicant or permittee, such that the burdened land is
similar in character to land on which any commercial wind energy facility or wind
measurement tower is sited. A setback agreement must expressly release any right which the
owner(s) of such burdened land may have in the enforcement of this chapter, and
acknowledge the applicable requirements of this chapter. All setback agreements shall run
with the land and be recorded to apprise any potential purchasers of such land of the same at
least for as long as any permit issued under this chapter shall remain in effect. In the event a
setback agreement lapses prior to full decommissioning of the commercial wind energy
facility or wind measurement tower, the previously burdened land shall be considered off site,
and the applicant, permittee or owner of the same shall be required to bring the project into
conformance with the requirements of this chapter.3

SITE — The parcel(s) of land where a commercial wind energy facility or wind
measurement tower is to be placed. The site can be publicly or privately owned by an
individual or a group of individuals controlling single or adjacent properties. Where multiple
lots are in joint ownership, the combined lots shall be considered as one for purposes of
applying setback requirements. Any property which has a commercial wind energy facility or
wind measurement tower or has entered an agreement for said facility or a setback agreement
shall not be considered "off site."

TOTAL HEIGHT — The highest point above ground level of any improvement related to a
commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower. "Total height" as applied to
wind turbines shall include the highest point of any wind turbine blade above the tower.

WIND MEASUREMENT TOWER — A tower used for the measurement of meteorological
data such as temperature, wind speed and wind direction.

WIND TURBINE — A wind energy conversion system consisting of a tower, nacelle and
associated control or conversion electronics and equipment contained within or atop the tower.
 

2. Editor's Note: Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 186-7. Application requirements.

A complete application for a commercial wind energy facility permit or wind measurement
tower permit shall include:

A. A completed application for a permit on a form provided by the Code Enforcement
Officer or other Town designee.4

B. A site plan prepared by a licensed professional engineer, including:

(1) Property lines and physical dimensions of the site;

(2) Location, approximate dimensions and types of existing structures and uses on the
site, public roads, and adjoining properties within 500 feet of the boundaries of any
proposed wind turbine, accessory facility or equipment or 1 1/2 times the total
height of such wind turbines, whichever shall be greater;

(3) Location of each proposed wind turbine, wind measurement tower and accessory
facilities or equipment;

(4) Location of all aboveground and below-ground utility lines on the site, as well as
transformers, the interconnection point with transmission lines, and other ancillary
facilities or structures, including, without limitation, accessory facilities or
equipment;

(5) Locations of setback distances as required by this chapter;

(6) All other proposed facilities, including, without limitations, access roads, electrical
substations, storage or maintenance units, and fencing;

(7) All site plan application materials required under Chapter 137, Site Plan Review,
§ 137-5, of the Town Code; and

(8) Such other information as may be required by the Planning Board.

C. The proposed make, model, picture and manufacturer's specifications of the proposed
wind turbine and tower model(s), including noise decibel data, and material safety data
sheet documentation for all materials used in the operation of the equipment, shall be
provided for each proposed wind turbine. If a particular wind turbine has not been
selected by the applicant at the time of application due to a constraint as to the
availability of equipment or the inability of the applicant to obtain appropriate supplier
commitments, such information shall nevertheless be provided to the Planning Board
with an acknowledgement that the type of wind turbine may be modified during
application review.

D. A proposed lighting plan to be submitted to and reviewed by the Federal Aviation
Administration for any structure equal to or more than 200 feet above ground, or as may
otherwise be required by the Federal Aviation Administration or local, state or federal
law or regulation.

4. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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E. A construction schedule describing anticipated commencement and completion dates,
including a traffic analysis with a description of the routes to be used by construction and
delivery vehicles.

F. An operations and maintenance plan providing for regular periodic maintenance
schedules, any special maintenance requirements and procedures, and notification
requirements for restarts during icing events.

G. List of property owners, with their mailing addresses, within 500 feet of the outer
boundaries of the proposed site.

H. For commercial wind energy facilities only:

(1) A decommissioning plan that provides for an estimation of decommissioning costs,
the method of ensuring that funds shall be available for decommissioning and
restoration of the site and any off-site areas disturbed by or utilized during
decommissioning, the method by which the decommissioning cost estimate shall
be kept current, and the manner in which the commercial wind energy facility shall
be decommissioned.

(2) A complaint resolution process to address complaints from nearby residents.

(3) A transportation plan (see § 186-13) describing routes to be used in delivery of
project components, equipment and building materials and those to be used to
provide access to the site during and after construction. Such plan shall also
describe any anticipated improvements to existing roads, bridges or other
infrastructure, as well as measures which will be taken to restore
damaged/disturbed access routes following construction.

(4) A fire protection and emergency response plan to address emergency response and
coordinate with local emergency response providers during any construction or
operation phase emergency, hazard or other event.

(5) Predicted wind-turbine-only sound analysis.

(a) A sound analysis shall be prepared to determine predicted sound pressure
levels at off-site property lines and residences from operation of wind
turbines. Such analysis shall be referred to as "wind-turbine-only sound."

(b) Wind turbine only sound shall be predicted based upon appropriate ambient
sound levels obtained from field or laboratory measurements of the wind
turbine proposed to be installed, as well as appropriate background sound
levels of the site and nearby off-site areas.

(c) Except as otherwise provided herein, wind turbines shall be located so that
predicted wind-turbine-only sound at off-site property lines shall not exceed
50 dB(A), and wind-turbine-only sound at residences shall not exceed 45
dB(A).

(d) In the event that the sound generated by any wind turbine contains a pure
tone component, as defined in § 186-6, wind turbines shall be located so that
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predicted wind-turbine-only sound at off-site property lines shall not exceed
45 dB(A), and wind-turbine-only sound at residences shall not exceed 40
dB(A).5

(6) A post-construction sound-monitoring plan which shall, at a minimum, require
annual certification to the Planning Board by the permittee or applicant that the
commercial wind energy facility remains in conformance with the requirements of
this chapter.

§ 186-8. Environmental review.

A. Compliance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQRA") shall be
required.

B. Applicants shall submit the following materials to the Town of Princetown Planning
Board:

(1) Wind measurement towers. Applicants shall be required to prepare and submit Part
1 of a full environmental assessment form.

(2) Commercial wind energy facilities. Applicants shall be required to prepare and
submit a draft environmental impact statement which, unless a lead agency other
than the Planning Board has already been established in accordance with the
requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, shall be distributed
by the Planning Board to all involved agencies prior to any determination of
significance by the lead agency. Such draft environmental impact statement shall
contain, but not be limited to:

(a) Visual impact analysis, including:

[1] Mapping of scenic resources of statewide significance, as defined by the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Visual
Policy (Policy DEP-00-2.), and of local significance, as officially listed
by the relevant municipality within the study area.

[2] Viewshed mapping and/or cross-section analysis to identify areas
(including the significant resources identified above) with potential
views of the project.

[3] Description of the character and quality of the affected landscape.

[4] Photographic simulations of what the proposed project will look like
from a reasonable number of representative viewpoints within the
five-mile-radius study area to be selected in consultation with the
Planning Board.

[5] Evaluation of the project's visual impact based on the viewshed
mapping and photographic simulations described above.

5. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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[6] Recommended visual mitigation measures (in accordance with DEC
Policy DEP-00-2), if warranted, based on the results of the impact
evaluation described above.

(b) Avian impact study. Appropriate bird and bat migration, nesting and habitat
studies shall be submitted. The applicant shall solicit input from the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation on such studies and
shall follow any required protocols established, adopted or promulgated by
the Department.

(c) Archaeological and architectural impact analysis. The applicant shall solicit
input from the New York State Historic Preservation Office.

(d) Fiscal and economic impact analysis.

(e) An assessment of potential electromagnetic interference with microwave,
radio, television, personal communication systems, 911 and other wireless
communication.

(f) An assessment of potentially impacted wetland, surface water and
groundwater resources, and the geology and land use of the site, as well as an
assessment of construction phase impacts, traffic impacts and adverse sound
impacts which may arise from project construction or operation.

(g) An assessment of potential shadow flicker at off-site residences.

§ 186-9. Application review process.

A. Applicants must arrange a preapplication meeting with the Planning Board and
consultants retained by the Town for application review.

B. Following the preapplication meeting, 10 copies of the application shall be submitted to
the Town Planner or other Town designee. Payment of all application fees shall be made
at the time of submission.

C. The Planning Board shall, within 180 days of receipt of an application, or such longer
time as may be accepted by the applicant, determine if all information required hereunder
is included in the application, and if so, the Planning Board shall accept the application
as complete and appropriate for further review. If the application is deemed incomplete,
the applicant shall be provided with a written statement listing missing data. If the
applicant fails to provide data within 180 days after receipt of such notice, the
application shall expire. Upon submission of an application which the Planning Board
deems to be complete, the Planning Board shall proceed with its review.

D. The Planning Board shall hold at least one public hearing on the application. Notice shall
be published in the Town's official newspaper no less than 10 days before any hearing,
but where any hearing is adjourned by the Planning Board to hear additional comments,
no further publication shall be required. The public hearing may be combined with public
hearings on any environmental impact statement or requested waivers. All adjoining
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property owners within 500 feet of the outer boundary of the site shall be given written
notice of a public hearing via certified mail at the expense of the applicant.

E. Notice of the project shall also be given, if applicable, to the Schenectady County
Planning Commission, as required by General Municipal Law § 239-m, and to all
adjacent neighboring municipalities within 500 feet of the proposed project as required
by General Municipal Law § 239-nn.6

F. Following the holding of the public hearing and completion of the SEQRA process, the
Planning Board may approve, approve with conditions, or deny the permit application, in
accordance with the standards in this chapter. All approvals and denials shall be in
writing, setting forth competent reasons for such approval or denial.

§ 186-10. Commercial wind energy facility development standards.

The following standards shall apply to commercial wind energy facilities only:

A. All power transmission lines from the tower to any building, substation or other structure
shall be located underground in accordance with National Electrical Code Standards,
unless an environmental constraint requires such transmission lines to be located above
ground.

B. Wind turbines and towers must be white in color.

C. No advertising signs are allowed on any part of the commercial wind energy facility,
including fencing and support structures.

D. No tower shall be lit except to comply with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
requirements. Minimum security lighting for ground-level facilities shall be allowed as
approved on the commercial wind energy facility development plan.

E. Guy wires shall not be permitted except to address unique safety issues and then only
with specific permission by the Planning Board in the form of a waiver.

F. The commercial wind energy facility shall be designed to minimize the impacts of land
clearing and the loss of important open spaces. Development on agricultural lands shall
follow the Guidelines for Agricultural Mitigation for Windpower Projects published by
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.

G. Stormwater runoff and erosion control shall be managed in a manner consistent with all
applicable state and federal laws and regulations and such standards as shall be applied
by the Planning Board on the advice of the Town consultants.

H. Wind turbines shall be located in a manner that minimizes shadow flicker on residences.

6. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 186-11. Setbacks, noise and height limits.

A. Except as provided herein, each wind turbine associated with a commercial wind energy
facility shall be set back as follows:

(1) A distance no less than 1,500 feet from residences.

(2) A distance no less than the greater of 1.5 times the total height of the wind turbine
or 500 feet from off-site property boundaries.

(3) A distance no less than the greater of 1.5 times the total height of the wind turbine
or 500 feet from public roads.

B. Wind measurement towers shall be set back from off-site property boundaries at least 1.5
times the structure height.

C. Except as provided herein, the sound pressure level generated by a commercial wind
energy facility shall not exceed the limits set forth in § 186-7H. Compliance shall
periodically be determined by the Town Code Enforcement Officer or such other officer
or employee which the Town Board may designate. This shall be the only project
operation phase noise requirement applicable to a project under this chapter, except that
the Planning Board may impose appropriate additional requirements in accordance with
§ 186-14 of this chapter.7

D. The setback and noise requirements set forth at Subsections A, B and C of this section
shall not apply in the event that a proper setback agreement is obtained by the permittee
or applicant or if the property is on site.

E. Commercial wind energy facility wind turbines shall not exceed 500 feet in total height.
Wind measurement towers shall not exceed 200 feet in total height. Any wind
measurement tower which exceeds 200 feet in total height shall be reviewed by the
Planning Board and considered a commercial wind energy facility for purposes of this
chapter, except that the preparation of a draft environmental impact statement shall be at
the discretion of the Planning Board and in accordance with the State Environmental
Quality Review Act.

§ 186-12. Required site safety measures for commercial wind energy facilities and wind
measurement towers.

A. All wind turbines shall have an automatic braking, governing or feathering system to
prevent uncontrolled rotation, over-speeding and excessive pressure on the tower
structure, rotor blades and turbine components.

B. With the exception of electrical collection and distribution lines, accessory facilities or
equipment shall be gated or fenced to prevent unrestricted public access to the facilities.

7. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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C. Warning signs shall be posted at the entrances to the commercial wind energy facility
and at the base of each tower warning of electrical shock or high voltage and containing
emergency contact information.

D. The minimum distance between the ground and any part of the rotor or blade system
shall be 30 feet for any wind turbine associated with a commercial wind energy facility.

E. Commercial wind energy facilities shall be designed to prevent unauthorized external
access to electrical and mechanical components and shall have access doors that are kept
securely locked at all times.

F. Prior to issuance of a building permit for commercial wind energy facilities only, the
applicant shall provide the Town proof, in the form of a duplicate insurance policy or a
certificate issued by an insurance company, of liability insurance of a level to be
determined by the Town Board in consultation with the Town's insurer to cover damage
or injury which might be caused by or result from the operation or maintenance of such
commercial wind energy facility.

§ 186-13. Traffic routes and road maintenance for commercial wind energy facilities.

The provisions of this section shall apply to commercial wind energy facilities only.

A. Designated traffic routes for construction and delivery vehicles to minimize traffic
impacts, wear and tear on local roads and impacts on local business operations shall be
proposed by the applicant and reviewed by the Planning Board.

B. To the extent the designated traffic routes will include use of Town roads, the applicant
is responsible for executing a road use agreement with the Town of Princetown Town
Board which shall provide for the remediation of damaged roads upon completion of the
installation or maintenance of a commercial wind energy facility and for adequate
maintenance of the roads during construction of the commercial wind energy facility
such that the roads will remain open and passable. Prior to the issuance of any building
permit, the cost of remediating road damage shall be secured in the form of a bond, letter
of credit or other surety acceptable to the Town Board and sufficient to compensate the
Town for any damage to Town roads.

C. The applicant shall provide predevelopment and post-development photographic evidence
of the condition of Town roads to be traveled upon by construction and delivery vehicles.

§ 186-14. Issuance of commercial wind energy facility and wind measurement tower
permits and certificates of conformity.

A. The Planning Board shall, within 180 days of either issuing SEQRA findings or a
SEQRA negative declaration or conditioned negative declaration, issue a written decision
with the reasons for approval, conditions of approval or disapproval fully stated. This
time period may be extended with consent of the applicant. Should the applicant not
consent to such an extension and the time period elapse without a decision, the
application shall be considered approved without conditions.
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B. The Planning Board is hereby expressly empowered to impose conditions governing the
issuance of the permit as well as construction and operational phases of the project which
it deems necessary and appropriate to ensure compliance with this chapter, the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, conformity of project construction and operation
with representations made by the applicant during the application review process, as well
as with any determinations or findings issued by the Planning Board or any other
involved agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act, compliance with
any other federal, state or local laws or regulations applicable to the project, and as may
be necessary to promote the public health, safety and welfare.

C. If approved, the Planning Board shall direct the Town Code Enforcement Officer,
Building Inspector or other designee authorized by the Town Board to issue a permit
upon satisfaction of any and all conditions precedent set forth under this chapter, the
terms of approval or conditions of the permit, or any additional requirement of the Town
Board imposed in connection with any other project approval or agreement deemed
necessary to the issuance of the permit.8

D. The decision of the Planning Board shall be filed within five days in the office of the
Town Clerk and a copy mailed to the applicant by first class mail.

E. If any approved commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower is not
substantially commenced within two years of issuance of the permit, the permit shall
expire unless the Planning Board shall have granted an extension.

F. Upon commissioning of the project, which for purposes of commercial wind energy
facilities shall mean the conversion of wind energy to electrical energy for on-site use or
distribution to the electrical grid and for purposes of wind measurement towers shall
mean the collection of wind speed and/or other data by the wind measurement tower
equipment, the Town Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector or other designee
authorized by the Town Board shall determine whether the project is in compliance with
the permit. If the Town Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector or other designee
determines the project is in compliance with the permit, a certificate of conformity shall
be promptly issued to the permittee.9

§ 186-15. Abatement.

If any wind turbine stops converting wind energy into electrical energy and/or distribution of
that energy for on-site use or transmission onto the electrical grid for a continuous period of
12 months, the applicant/permittee shall remove said system at its own expense, following, if
applicable, the requirements of the decommissioning plan required under this chapter or any
permit.

§ 186-16. Permit revocation. 10

8. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

9. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).

10. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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All commercial wind energy facilities and wind measurement towers shall be maintained in
operational condition at all times, subject to reasonable maintenance and repair outages.
Operational condition includes meeting all noise requirements and other permit conditions.
Should a wind turbine or wind measurement tower become inoperable or any part of a
commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower be damaged, or should a
violation of a permit condition occur, the permittee, owner or operator shall remedy the failure
within 90 days. Upon a failure to perfect a timely remedy, project operation shall cease.
Application of this section of the chapter shall in no way extend or toll any time periods set
forth under § 186-15 of this chapter. Furthermore, upon such cessation the permit for any
such commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement tower may be revoked by the
Code Enforcement Officer.

§ 186-17. Fees. 11

A. Upon application for a commercial wind energy facility permit, the applicant shall pay a
permit fee per megawatt of proposed nameplate capacity of a project. Upon application
for a wind measurement tower permit, the applicant shall pay a permit fee. Permit fees
are set from time to time by resolution of the Town Board and shall be used to offset any
internal costs the Town may occur in administering a permit and shall be in addition to
any application fee or other fees or host community payments required of the applicant.

B. In addition to any fees collected in accordance with Subsection A of this section, the
Town Planning Board, Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, Zoning Board of
Appeals and Town Board may hire any consultant and/or experts necessary to assist the
Town in reviewing and evaluating permit applications, including, but not limited to, site
inspections, the construction and modification of the site once permitted, and any
requests for certification or recertification that the project is in conformity with the
permit or this chapter. An applicant shall deposit with the Town funds sufficient to
reimburse the Town for all reasonable costs of consultant and expert evaluation and
consultation to the Town in connection with the review of the application.

§ 186-18. Waivers and immaterial modifications.

A. Waivers.

(1) The Planning Board may, after a public hearing held upon at least 10 days'
advanced published notice and written mailed notice to owners of property located
within 500 feet of the site, grant a waiver from the strict application of the
provisions of this chapter to improve the quality of any commercial wind energy
facility or wind measurement tower and to better protect the health, safety and
welfare of the Town. Area requirements, including setbacks, noise requirements
and height limits, shall not be waived by the Planning Board except as described in
§ 186-11 of this chapter.

(2) The Planning Board shall consider the impact of the waiver on the neighborhood,
including the potential benefits or detriment to nearby properties, the benefits or

11. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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detriments to the applicant, feasible alternatives and the magnitude of the request.
The Planning Board may attach such conditions as it deems appropriate to waiver
approvals to ensure that such waiver adequately protects the public health, safety
and welfare.

B. Immaterial modifications.

(1) Unless expressly limited by a condition imposed in the permit, the Town Code
Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector or other Town designee may, during
project construction, allow immaterial modifications to the design of the project as
represented in the final set of site plans reviewed and considered by the Planning
Board. Such immaterial modifications shall only be allowed, if at all, in response
to a written request by the applicant or permittee. All such requests shall be
submitted in writing, addressed to the authorized Town designee, with copies to
the Chairman of the Planning Board, the Town Planner or other Town designee,
and the Town's designated consultants.12

(2) Immaterial alterations shall only include a change in the location, type of material
or method of construction of a commercial wind energy facility or wind
measurement tower that will not result in any material increase in any
environmental impact of the project as compared to the impacts reviewed and
accepted for the project by the Town Planning Board; cause the project to violate
any applicable setbacks or other requirements of this chapter; or cause the project
to not conform to the SEQRA determination or findings issued by the Planning
Board. The applicant or permittee shall be required to acknowledge to the Town in
written form that the requested modification is immaterial in accordance with the
requirements of this § 186-18. At the request of the Town designee, the Planning
Board, Town's designated consultants or the Town Board, the Town may
commission appropriate analyses to verify this acknowledgement, and the cost of
any such analysis shall be paid in accordance with § 186-17 of this chapter.

§ 186-19. Enforcement; penalties for offenses.

A. Enforcement officer. The Town of Princetown Town Board shall designate an officer of
the Town to enforce the provisions of this chapter. Such designated officer may, with the
consent of the Town Board, contract with professional consultants to assist in the
enforcement and administration of this chapter. Such professional fees shall be the
responsibility of the applicant or permittee to pay (see § 186-17). In the absence of a
designated enforcement officer, the Town Code Enforcement Officer shall be considered
the enforcement officer for purposes of this chapter.

B. Penalties. Any person owning, controlling, operating or managing a commercial wind
energy facility or wind measurement tower in violation of this chapter or in
noncompliance with the terms and conditions of any permit issued pursuant to this
chapter or any order of the enforcement officer, and any person who shall assist in so

12. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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doing, shall be guilty of a violation of this chapter and subject to a fine of not more than
$1,000 per day per violation.

C. Special proceedings. The designated enforcement officer may, with the consent of the
Town Board, institute an action or proceeding available at law to prevent, correct or
abate any unlawful construction, erection, structural alteration, reconstruction,
modification and/or use of a commercial wind energy facility or wind measurement
tower in the Town. This shall be in addition to other remedies and penalties herein
provided or available at law.
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Chapter 200

ZONING
 

ARTICLE I ARTICLE VI
Authority and Purpose Districts

§ 200-1. Statutory authority. § 200-16. GR General Residential
 Districts. § 200-2. Purpose and intent.
§ 200-17. MH Mobile Home Districts. 

ARTICLE II § 200-18. MF Multiple-Family Districts. 
Title § 200-19. Planned Residential

 Development Districts (PRD).
 § 200-3. Title.

§ 200-20. C-1 and C-2 Commercial
 Districts; I Industrial District.

ARTICLE III
§ 200-21. W-1 Overlay (WellheadDefinitions
 Protection Overlay District).

§ 200-22. W-2 Overlay (Primary § 200-4. Word usage.
 Recharge Overlay District).§ 200-5. Definitions. 
§ 200-23. W-3 Overlay (General Aquifer
 Recharge Overlay District).ARTICLE IV

Establishment of Zoning Districts, Zoning § 200-24. W-4 Overlay (Tributary
Map  Watershed Overlay District).

§ 200-6. Districts. ARTICLE VII
Supplementary Regulations § 200-7. Official Zoning Map.

§ 200-8. Interpretation of boundaries. 
 § 200-25. Accessory structures and uses.

 § 200-26. Outdoor storage of solid waste.ARTICLE V
General Provisions  § 200-27. Fences.

§ 200-28. Gasoline filling stations and
 § 200-9. Compliance required.  motor vehicle repair shops.
§ 200-10. Lots.  § 200-29. Motor vehicle sales.
 § 200-11. Setbacks. § 200-30. Swimming pools. 
 § 200-12. Visibility at intersections. § 200-31. Off-street parking

 requirements.§ 200-13. Minimum building floor area. 

§ 200-32. Off-street loading§ 200-14. Conformance with other state
 requirements. and local laws.

 § 200-33. Signs.§ 200-15. Effect on public utilities. 
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§ 200-34. Bed-and-breakfast § 200-53. Nonconforming buildings. 
 establishments.  § 200-54. Nonconforming lots.
 § 200-35. Home occupations.

ARTICLE X § 200-36. Farm stands.
Administration and Enforcement § 200-37. Farm operations.

§ 200-38. Kennels, veterinary hospitals, § 200-55. Enforcement. 
 animal obedience schools.

§ 200-56. Duties of Code Enforcement
§ 200-39. Public utilities.  Officer.
 § 200-40. Garage sales.  § 200-57. Building permits.
§ 200-41. Towers.  § 200-58. Amendments.
§ 200-42. Camping grounds. § 200-59. Fees. 
§ 200-43. Adult uses.  § 200-60. Zoning Board of Appeals.
§ 200-44. Inoperable and unlicensed § 200-61. Zoning referrals to other local
 motor vehicles.  governments.

 § 200-62. Planning Board.
ARTICLE VIII

§ 200-63. Penalties and enforcementSpecial Use Permits
 actions.

 § 200-45. Definition. § 200-64. Complaint procedure. 

 § 200-46. Authorization.  § 200-65. Compliance with SEQRA.

§ 200-47. Application and approval
ARTICLE XI procedure.
Miscellaneous § 200-48. Standards.

 § 200-49. Effect of issuance.  § 200-66. Interpretation.
 § 200-50. Limitations. § 200-67. Conflict with other laws. 

§ 200-68. Effect on prior ordinances,
ARTICLE IX  laws and regulations.

Nonconforming Uses, Buildings and Lots
§ 200-69. Professional services. 

 § 200-51. Purpose. § 200-70. Status of existing applications
 and building permits.§ 200-52. Nonconforming uses. 
 Zoning District Maps

 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Princetown by L.L. No. 2-1993,
effective 6-14-1993, as last amended December 2006 by L.L. No. 15-2006. Subsequent
amendments noted where applicable.]
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GENERAL REFERENCES
 
Flood damage prevention — See Ch. 70. Streets and drainage standards — See Ch. 155.
Site plan review — See Ch. 137. Subdivision of land — See Ch. 160.
Solid waste — See Ch. 143. Telecommunications facilities — See Ch. 170.
Stormwater management — See Ch. 150. Wind energy facilities — See Ch. 186.

ARTICLE I
Authority and Purpose

§ 200-1. Statutory authority.

The Town Board of the Town of Princetown, in the County of Schenectady and the State of
New York, under authority of Article 16 of the Town Law and the Municipal Home Rule Law
of the State of New York, hereby ordains, enacts and publishes the following.

§ 200-2. Purpose and intent.

In accordance with the Princetown Comprehensive Plan, it is the purpose of this chapter to
promote the health, safety and general welfare of the community, to guide future growth and
development of the Town, to secure safety from fire, flood, panic and other dangers, to
provide adequate light and air, to prevent overcrowding and congestion, to facilitate the
adequate provision for transportation, water, drainage, sewage, parks, open space and other
public requirements, to conserve the value of land and buildings in accordance with the
character of the district and its particular suitability for certain uses, to establish the most
beneficial relationship between land use, buildings and the circulation of traffic throughout the
Town, to safeguard natural resources, prevent the contamination of wells, streams and
watercourses, to preserve the integrity and attractiveness of the community, to maintain, to the
extent possible, the rural character of the Town, to assure privacy for the residences and
freedom from nuisances and harmful, unsightly or disagreeable land uses and activities, and to
provide administrative bodies and procedures as shall be necessary for the implementation,
amendment and enforcement of the various requirements of this chapter.

ARTICLE II
Title

§ 200-3. Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Zoning Law of the Town of
Princetown."

ARTICLE III
Definitions

§ 200-4. Word usage.

In the interpretation of this chapter, the rules and definitions contained in this article shall be
observed and applied, except where the word usage clearly indicates otherwise. For clarity of
interpretation of the context, the following definitions of word use shall apply:
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A. Words used in the present tense shall include the future tense.

B. Words used in the singular number shall include the plural number, and the plural the
singular.

C. The word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary. The word "may" is permissive.

D. The word "lot" shall include the words "parcel" and "plat," and the phrase "used for"
shall include the phrases "arranged for," designed for," "intended for," "maintained for"
and "occupied for."

E. The word "person" includes a corporation, partnership or agent as well as an individual.

F. The word "Town" shall mean the Town of Princetown.

G. Any word or term not defined herein shall be given its ordinary and common meaning.

§ 200-5. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated in this section:

ACCESSORY BUILDING, STRUCTURE OR USE —

A. A building, structure or use which is:

(1) Conducted or located on the same lot as the principal building or use served; and

(2) Customarily incidental to, subordinate to and serving the principal use.

B. Accessory buildings may include, but are not limited to, storage sheds, barns and
detached garages. However, accessory buildings shall not include any type of vehicle,
trailer or mobile home. Accessory structures may include, but are not limited to, towers,
swimming pools, fences, signs, gasoline pumps, and light poles.

ANIMAL HOSPITAL or VETERINARY CLINIC — An establishment where a full range of
medical services are provided to animals by one or more veterinary doctors and staff. This use
shall be deemed to include, as necessary for treatment or observation, overnight animal
boarding.

AQUIFER — A geological formation, group of formations, or part of a formation that
contains sufficient saturated permeable material to yield adequate quantities of groundwater to
wells.

AREA, FLOOR — The sum of the horizontal area of the floors of a building, measured from
the exterior faces of the walls, but excluding areas used as a garage, a cellar below ground,
attics, open porches, patios and breezeways.

BED-AND-BREAKFAST — A dwelling, or portion thereof, where short-term lodging rooms
and meals are provided.
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BILLBOARD — Any sign that directs attention to an idea, product, business activity, service
or entertainment which is conducted, sold or offered elsewhere than upon the lot or parcel on
which such sign is located.

BUILDING — A structure wholly or partially enclosed within exterior walls with a roof and
intended to afford shelter to persons, animals or property.

BUILDING, HEIGHT OF — The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of
the proposed finished grade at the front of the building to the highest point of the roof for flat
roofs; to the deckline of mansard roofs; and to the mean height between eaves and ridge for
gable, hip and gambrel roofs (Diagram 3-1).

Diagram 3-1 

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL — A building in which a primary use of the lot is conducted.

BULK STORAGE — Materials stored in large quantities that are usually dispensed in
smaller units for use or consumption.

BUSINESS — Any full-time or part-time activity of any kind engaged in for economic gain
and the use of any part of any lot for such purposes.

CAMPING GROUND — A parcel of land designed for the temporary accommodation of
tourists and campers. Such accommodations are deemed to include space for parking
automobiles, erection of tents, overnight cabins, toilet facilities, tables and cooking facilities;
excluding, however, mobile homes.

CAR WASH — A building or structure, or portion thereof, containing specialized facilities
for washing automobiles commercially.

CEMETERY — All property and appurtenances thereto, excluding crematoria, used or held
exclusively for the burial or other permanent deposit of the human dead.

CLINIC — A human health care facility for outpatients, operated by a group of licensed
practitioners.

CLUB — Buildings or facilities owned or operated by a corporation, association or persons
for a social, educational or recreational purpose, but not for profit or to render a service that is
customarily carried on as a business.
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CONTAMINATION — The degradation of natural water quality as a result of human
activities to the extent that its usefulness is impaired.

CONVALESCENT HOME — Any facility offering the following types of care:

A. Skilled nursing care, including, in addition to room and board, those nursing services and
procedures employed in caring for the sick which require specialized training, judgment,
technical knowledge and skills.

B. Personal care, including, in addition to room and board, personal assistance, such as help
in walking and getting in and out of bed, assistance in bathing, dressing and feeding;
preparation of a special diet; and similar personal care.

DEICING COMPOUNDS — Any bulk quantities of chloride compounds and/or other
deicing compounds (e.g., urea or calcium magnesium acetate) intended for application to
roads, including mixtures of sand and chloride compounds in any proportion where the
chloride compounds constitute over 8% of the mixture. Bulk quantity of deicing compounds
means any quantity, but does not include any chloride compounds in a solid form that are
packaged in waterproof bags or containers which do not exceed 100 pounds each.

DISPOSAL — The abandonment, discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking or
placing by any other means of any solid, waste, petroleum, radioactive material, hazardous
substance, hazardous waste or wastewater into or onto a surface water body.

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT — A place of business being operated for the retail sale and
purchase of food and other goods, services or entertainment which is laid out and equipped so
as to allow its patrons to be served or accommodated while remaining in their automobiles, or
which allows the consumption of any food or beverage in automobiles on the premises or
elsewhere on the premises but outside any completely enclosed buildings.

DWELLING — A building containing one or more dwelling units.

DWELLING UNIT — One or more rooms which are arranged, designed or used as living
quarters for one family only, including permanently installed bathroom(s) and complete
kitchen and sleeping facilities.

DWELLING, DETACHED — A dwelling that is not joined to another dwelling by a
common wall.

DWELLING, MULTIPLE-FAMILY — A dwelling containing three or more dwelling units
on a single lot.

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY — A dwelling designed for occupancy by one family.

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY — A dwelling or portion thereof containing two dwelling units
on one lot.

FAMILY — Any number of individuals occupying the premises and living and cooking
together as a single housekeeping unit. This term shall not be deemed to include a group
occupying a boardinghouse, lodging house, club, fraternity, sorority, hotel or similar premises.
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FARM OPERATION — Any activities related to the keeping of farm animals, the
production of crops, or the maintenance of acreage.

FARM STAND — A building in which agricultural products grown on the premises are sold
to the public.

FENCE — Any structure which encloses a parcel of land or divides a parcel of land, or
serves as a barrier, but shall not include a building or any form of vegetation.

FERTILIZERS — Any commercially produced mixture generally containing phosphorus,
nitrogen and potassium that is applied to the ground to increase nutrients for plants.

FRONTAGE — See "lot frontage."

FUNERAL HOME — A building or part thereof used for human funeral services. Such
building may contain space and facilities for: a) embalming and the performance of other
services used in preparation of the dead for burial; b) the performance of autopsies and other
surgical procedures; c) the storage of caskets, funeral urns and other related funeral supplies;
and d) the storage of funeral vehicles. Such building shall not include facilities for cremation.
Where a funeral home is permitted, a funeral chapel shall also be permitted.

GARAGE — A building or portion thereof designed for the private storage of vehicles.

GARAGE SALE — The sale or offering for sale of 10 or more items of personal property at
any one time. For the purposes of this chapter, lawn sales, tag sales, attic sales, or similar
events shall be considered garage sales.

GASOLINE FILLING STATION — A place of business being operated for the retail sale of
motor vehicle fuels and lubricants, and which may also sell cold drinks, packaged foods,
tobacco and similar goods.

GASOLINE SERVICE STATION — A motor vehicle repair shop which is also involved
with the sale of motor fuels and lubricants.

GENERAL AQUIFER RECHARGE OVERLAY DISTRICT — The land outside the
Primary Recharge Overlay District through which runoff and precipitation flow directly and
rapidly into the ground.

GROUNDWATER — Water below the land surface in a saturated zone of soil or rock. This
includes perched water separated from the main body of groundwater by an unsaturated zone.

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE — Any substance listed as a hazardous substance in 6
NYCRR Part 597, Hazardous Substances List, or a mixture thereof. In general, a "hazardous"
substance means any substance which:

A. Because of its quantity, concentration or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics
poses a significant hazard to human health or safety if improperly treated, stored,
transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed;

B. Poses a present or potential hazard to the environment when improperly treated, stored,
transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed;
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C. Because of its toxicity or concentration within biological chains, presents a demonstrated
threat to biological life cycles when released into the environment.

HAZARDOUS WASTE — A waste, or combination of wastes, which are identified or listed
as hazardous pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 371, Identification and Listing of Hazardous Wastes.
Hazardous wastes include, but are not limited to, petroleum products, organic chemical
solvents, heavy metal sludges, acids with a pH less than or equal to 2.0, alkalis with a pH
greater than or equal to 12.5, radioactive substances, pathological or infectious wastes, or any
material exhibiting the characteristics of ignitability, corrosivity, reactivity or fails the toxicity
characteristic leaching procedure (TCLP).

HOME OCCUPATION — A business, profession or craft conducted for gain or support in a
residential district by a resident of the lot on which it is located. Business activities conducted
in commercial districts by residents thereof shall not be considered home occupations for
purposes of this chapter.

HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION — A formally constituted nonprofit association or
corporation composed of the property owners and/or residents of a specified area, that may
take permanent responsibility for costs and upkeep of semiprivate community facilities.

HOTEL or MOTEL — A facility, excepting bed-and-breakfast establishments, offering
temporary lodging accommodations on a daily rate to the general public and that may provide
additional services, such as restaurants, meeting rooms, and recreational facilities.

HUMAN EXCRETA — Human feces and urine.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE — Any area covered by a material that substantially reduces or
prevents infiltration of stormwater into the underlying soil. Impervious surface shall include
streets, roofs, sidewalks and all driveways and parking lots not supporting a significant sod
cover.

KENNEL, COMMERCIAL — An establishment licensed to operate a facility housing dogs,
cats or other household pets and where grooming, breeding, boarding, training or selling of
animals is conducted as a business.

KENNEL, HOME — Any structure or land in conjunction with a residence that is designed
or frequently used for the harboring of dogs belonging to an occupant.

LIVESTOCK — Animals kept or raised for use or pleasure, with the exception of house pets.

LOADING AREA — A designated area specifically reserved for loading and unloading
activities in conjunction with commercial or industrial activities.

LOT — A platted parcel of land having frontage on an approved street and of sufficient
dimensions to meet minimum zoning requirements.

LOT AREA, GROSS — The entire area of a lot.

LOT FRONTAGE — A lot line abutting a street. For the purposes of this chapter, all sides
of a lot abutting streets shall be considered frontage.

LOT LINE — A boundary line of a lot.
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LOT USABLE AREA — The largest rectangular area existing within a lot which has at least
the minimum lot width as defined in this chapter (Diagram 3-2).

Diagram 3-2 

LOT, CORNER — A parcel of land at the junction of and having frontage on two or more
intersecting streets. A corner lot shall be deemed to front on each street it abuts and be subject
to the requirements of a front setback on each such street.

LOT WIDTH — The length of the shortest side of the rectangle which defines the usable
area of a lot.

MANURE — Animal feces and urine.

MINING —

A. The extraction of overburden and minerals from the earth, including blasting and
excavating; the preparation and processing of minerals, including activities or processes
or parts thereof for the extraction or removal of minerals from their original location and
the preparation, washing, cleaning, crushing, stockpiling or other processing of minerals
at the mine location so as to make them suitable for commercial, industrial or
construction use, exclusive of manufacturing processes, at the mine location; the removal
of such materials through sale or exchange, for commercial, industrial or municipal use;
and the disposition of overburden, tailings and waste at the mine location; and any
activity defined as mining by the New York State Mined Land Reclamation Law
(Environmental Conservation Law, Article 23, Title 27) not otherwise covered herein.

B. For purposes of this definition, "mining" shall not include:

(1) The extraction of overburden and minerals from a lot only to the extent reasonably
necessary to complete an approved construction project at such lot; or
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(2) Extraction of overburden and minerals reasonably necessary to maintain on-site
agricultural activities; or

(3) Extraction of overburden and minerals from a lot undertaken solely for on-site
pond or driveway construction or any other on-site noncommercial purpose or
project.

MOBILE HOME — A dwelling unit(s) constructed on a chassis designed to accommodate
wheels.

MOTEL — See "hotel or motel."

MOTOR VEHICLE — Any vehicle which is propelled by an engine or motor, excepting
lawn mowers, lawn tractors and snow removal equipment weighing less than 1,000 pounds.

MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR SHOP — Any area of land, including any structures thereon,
that is used for the repair of motor vehicles.

ON-SITE CONSUMPTION — The use of petroleum to heat or cool a residential or
nonresidential structure or to operate machinery necessary for agricultural activities. On-site
consumption does not include the on-site use of petroleum for processing or manufacturing
activities or the sale or distribution of petroleum for or into vehicles, except vehicles used for
agricultural operations on that site.

OPEN SPACE, COMMON — Open space within or related to a development, not in
individually owned lots but which is designed and intended for the common use or enjoyment
of the residents of a development. Common open space may include, but is not limited to,
walkways, active and passive recreation areas, playgrounds, fountains, swimming pools,
wooded areas and watercourses. Common open space is designed for environmental, scenic or
recreational purposes. Driveways, parking lots or other surfaces designed or intended for
vehicular travel shall not be considered common open space.

PARKING AREA — An off-street area reserved for the parking of motor vehicles, including
necessary passageways and driveways giving direct access to a public street or alley. An alley
is a public thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property
and is not intended for general traffic circulation.

PARKING SPACE — The area required for parking one automobile, truck or vehicle.

PESTICIDE — Any substance or mixture of substances intended for preventing, destroying,
repelling or mitigating any insects, rodents, fungi, weeds or other forms of plant or animal life
or viruses, except viruses on or in living man or other animal; and any substance or mixture
of substances intended for use as a plant regulator, defoliant or desiccant. These substances
include, but are not limited to, herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and rodenticides.

PETROLEUM — Any petroleum-based oil of any kind which is liquid at 20° C. under
atmospheric pressure and has been refined, re-refined, or otherwise processed for the purpose
of:

A. Being burned to produce heat or energy;

B. Being used as a motor fuel or lubricant; or
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C. Being used in the operation of hydraulic equipment.

PLAT — A map, plan or layout of the Town or section or subdivision thereof, indicating the
location and boundaries of individual lots, properties and streets.

PRIMARY RECHARGE OVERLAY DISTRICT — Those land areas of general aquifer
recharge that contribute groundwater to the public wells operated by the Town of Princetown,
including and encompassing the Wellhead Protection Overlay District.

PRINCIPAL USE — The main purpose (activity) which the land and/or buildings thereon
serve.

PUBLIC UTILITY — An enterprise that provides essential services such as electricity, gas,
water, sewer or comprehensive telephone service to the community and which enjoys such
privileges as eminent domain; is considered a monopoly; and is subject to government
regulation regarding rates and service standards.

RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL — Any material in any form that emits radiation
spontaneously, excluding those radioactive materials or devices containing radioactive
materials which are exempt from licensing and regulatory control pursuant to regulations of
the New York State Department of Labor or the United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

RECREATIONAL USE — A use of land or buildings for athletics, picnic grounds and
similar uses. For the purposes of this chapter, "recreational use" shall not include the use of
video games, pinball machines, slot machines or other such coin-operated games.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE — A motor vehicle which includes living and sleeping
facilities.

REFUSE — Anything putrescible or nonputrescible that is discarded or rejected as useless or
worthless.

RIDING ACADEMY — Any facility which provides horses for hire for on-site riding or
which provides lessons in equitation or which provides boarding facilities for more than four
horses not owned by the owner or residents of the subject lot.

RIGHT-OF-WAY — An area or strip of land, either public or private, over which an
irrevocable right of passage has been recorded for the use of vehicles or pedestrians, or both.

SCRAP YARD — A parcel of land on which waste material or inoperative vehicles and
other machinery are collected, stored, salvaged or sold.

SECONDARY CONTAINMENT — A structure which prevents any materials that have
spilled or leaked from primary containment structures, such as piping, tanks or other
containers, from reaching the land surface, subsurface or a surface water body.

SEPTAGE — The contents of a septic tank, cesspool or other individual wastewater
treatment work which receives domestic sewage wastes.

SETBACK — The required minimum horizontal distance between a lot line and any
building, structure or use (Diagram 3-3).
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Diagram 3-3 

SEWAGE — The combination of human and household waste with water which is
discharged to the home plumbing system.

SIGN — Any structure, or part thereof, or device, freestanding or attached thereto or painted
or represented thereon, which shall display or include any letter, word, model, banner, flag,
pennant, insignia, device or representation used as, or which is in the nature of, an
announcement, direction or advertisement. The word "sign" includes the word "billboard," but
does not include the structure or device, flag pennant or insignia of any nation, state, city or
other political unit or of any political, educational, charitable, philanthropic, civic,
professional, religious or like campaign, drive, movement or event.

SLUDGE — The solid, semisolid or liquid waste generated from a waste processing facility,
but does not include the liquid stream of effluent.

SOLID WASTE — "Solid waste" as defined in the Princetown Solid Waste Management
Law, Chapter 143, Article I, of the Code.

STREET — A traveling way intended for vehicular use that provides access and frontage to
abutting properties.

STREET LINE — The dividing line between a lot, tract or parcel of land and the
right-of-way of the street.

STRUCTURE — Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the
ground or attachment to something having location on the ground.

SURFACE WATER BODY — Those water bodies which are identified as drainage features
(perennial stream or river, intermittent stream, canals, ditches, etc.), lakes, ponds, reservoirs,
springs or wetlands on the United States Geological Survey or New York State Department of
Transportation 7.5-minute topographic maps, United States Department of Agriculture soil
survey maps, or wetland maps by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation.
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SWIMMING POOL — A structure intended solely for bathing or swimming purposes, made
of concrete, masonry, metal or other similar material, located either indoors or outdoors, and
provided with a controlled water supply.

TOWER — Any pole or other structure, whether attached to a building or freestanding,
designed to be used exclusively for, or for the exclusive support of, devices to be used for the
transmission and/or reception of radio frequency signals or wind-driven devices such as
energy converters and wind speed and/or direction indicators.

TOWNHOUSE — A dwelling that is joined by common walls to one or more other dwelling
units not on the same lot.

TRAVEL TRAILER — A vehicular portable shelter built on a chassis, designed to be used
primarily as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreation and vacation uses, and not placed on a
foundation. For the purposes of this chapter, this term shall be construed to include
self-propelled living quarters commonly called "recreation vehicles" and "pickup campers."

TRIBUTARY WATERSHED OVERLAY DISTRICT — Land outside the aquifer area that
contributes runoff overland and/or through surface streams for groundwater recharge.

UNDERGROUND INJECTION — The subsurface emplacement of fluids through a bored,
drilled or driven well, or through a dug well where the depth of the dug well is greater than
the surface dimensions, including, but not limited to, the use of this procedure for the
production of oil or gas or the excavation of minerals.

UNDERGROUND STORAGE — Storage within a tank or other container that is completely
covered with earth or other backfill material.

VEHICLE, SPECIAL PURPOSE — Any vehicle other than a passenger automobile, pickup
truck, pickup-sized van, farm tractor or agricultural implement.

WELLHEAD PROTECTION OVERLAY DISTRICT — The aquifer area adjacent to the
public wells operated by the Town of Princetown that has been calculated to supply the
volume of water pumped in a five-year time period.  

ARTICLE IV
Establishment of Zoning Districts, Zoning Map

§ 200-6. Districts.

A. Districts. In order to promote the purposes of this chapter, the Town of Princetown is
hereby divided into the following districts:

GR General Residential Districts

GR-5 Residential District

GR-4 Residential District

GR-3 Residential District

GR-2 Residential District
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GR-1 Residential District

Mobile Home Districts

MH-5

MH-3

Multiple-Family Districts

MF-2

MF-1

Commercial Districts

C-1 Commercial District

C-2 Commercial District

Industrial District

I Industrial District

Special Purpose Districts
PRD Planned Residential Development

District 

(1) Where districts are referred to as "more restrictive" or "less restrictive," the
designation shall refer to the order in which the districts are named in the above
list, the first named being most restrictive. However, the special purpose districts
shall not be considered as "more restrictive" or "less restrictive" than any other
district.

B. Overlay Districts.

Water Supply Protection Overlay Districts
W-1 Overlay Wellhead Protection Overlay District

W-2 Overlay Primary Recharge Overlay District

W-3 Overlay General Aquifer Recharge Overlay
District

W-4 Overlay Tributary Watershed Overlay District 

(1) The overlay districts shall be considered as overlaying other existing districts as
shown on the Zoning Map. Any uses not permitted in the underlying district shall
not be permitted in the overlay districts. Any uses permitted in the underlying
districts shall be permitted in the Water Supply Protection Overlay Districts, except
where the overlay district(s) prohibits or imposes greater or additional restrictions
and requirements. In any cases where conflicts arise between these requirements
and any other existing regulations, the more restrictive regulations shall apply.
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§ 200-7. Official Zoning Map.

A. Location and boundaries. The districts established by this chapter are bounded and
defined as shown on the map designated as the "Zoning Map of the Town of
Princetown," which shall be known as and referred to as the "Zoning Map" and which,
with explanatory matter thereon, is hereby made a part of this chapter.

B. Map filed. This Zoning Map, as well as any amendments thereto, shall be filed in the
office of the Town Clerk, and certified copies thereof shall be filed with the Code
Enforcement Officer, Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Board.

C. Record. The Town Clerk shall keep an index of all changes in the Zoning Map hereafter
made. Such index will identify areas changed with reference to the record adopting such
change. The Town Clerk may have printed supplements prepared from time to time and
cause same to be attached to this chapter.

D. Revision of Zoning Map. Every change or amendment of the Zoning Map shall, within a
reasonable time, be shown upon the Zoning Map.

E. Water supply protection overlay districts maps. The four water supply protection overlay
districts are depicted on a map entitled "Town of Princetown Water Supply Protection
Overlay Districts Map." A copy of this map is on file with the Town Clerk.1

§ 200-8. Interpretation of boundaries.

Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of any of the aforesaid district as
shown on the Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply:

A. Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately following the center lines of
streets or highways or railroads, such center lines shall be construed to be such
boundaries.

B. Where district boundaries are so indicated that they approximately follow the lot lines of
maps filed in the Schenectady County Clerk's office for residential developments, such
lot lines shall be construed to be said boundaries.

C. If no distance is clearly identified, such boundaries shall be determined by the Code
Enforcement Officer by use of the scale shown on said Zoning Map.

D. Where the boundary of a district follows a river, stream or other body of water, said
boundary line shall be deemed to be at the center line, or the limit of the jurisdiction of
the Town if this limit is not the center line, unless otherwise indicated.

1. Editor's Note: Copies of the Zoning Map and maps of overlay districts are attached to this chapter.
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ARTICLE V
General Provisions

§ 200-9. Compliance required.

A. Generally. No building shall be erected, moved, altered, rebuilt or enlarged, nor shall any
land or building be used, designed or arranged to be used for any purpose or in any
manner except in conformity with this chapter and particularly with the specific
regulations for the district in which such building or land is located. Any use not
specifically permitted by this chapter is prohibited.

B. Minimum requirements. In interpreting and applying the provisions of this chapter, said
provisions shall be held to be the minimum requirements for the promotion of the public
safety, health, convenience, comfort, prosperity or general welfare. It is not intended by
this chapter to interfere with or annul any easements, covenants or other agreement
between parties; provided, however, that where this chapter imposes a greater restriction
upon the use of buildings or premises or upon height of buildings, or requires larger open
spaces than are imposed or required by other local laws, rules, regulations or by
easements, covenants or agreements, the provisions of this chapter shall govern.

§ 200-10. Lots.

A. Street frontage required. All buildings hereafter constructed shall be located upon a lot
which directly abuts upon a public street or upon an approved private street which
conforms to the requirements and specifications in Chapter 155, Street and Drainage
Standards. Such lot shall have the required minimum frontage on such street as outlined
in Article VI of this chapter.

B. Access to buildings. No permit shall be issued for the construction of any building unless
reasonable means of access for fire and emergency vehicles is provided from the street
line of the subject lot to the proposed building.

C. Required lot dimensions. No building shall be constructed or altered so as to conflict
with the required minimum lot dimensions for the district in which such building is
located. No parcel or lot shall be reduced in any dimension so as to be smaller than
required for the Zoning District in which said lot or parcel is located, except as provided
in § 200-16F of this chapter.

D. One dwelling permitted per lot. No more than one dwelling shall be permitted to occupy
a lot. However, this section shall not limit the number of other types of buildings which
may be erected on a single lot nor shall it limit the number of uses allowed on a lot nor
the number of uses of any building.

E. Subdivisions. Should a lot or parcel hereafter be formed from the part of a lot already
occupied by a building, such separation shall be effected in such manner as not to impair
conformity with any of the requirements of this chapter with respect to the existing
buildings and all setbacks and other required spaces in connection therewith, and no
permit shall be issued for the erection of a building on the new parcel thus created unless
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it complies with all the provisions of this chapter and Chapter 160, Subdivision of Land,
of the Town of Princetown.

F. Lots in two districts. Where a district boundary line divides a lot, the regulations for the
less restricted portion of such lot shall extend not more than 30 feet into the more
restricted portion.

§ 200-11. Setbacks.

A. Generally. No building shall be constructed, erected or altered so as to encroach on the
required front, side and rear setbacks for the district in which such building is located.

B. Setbacks in adjoining districts. Where two abutting lots lie in different districts, the
setbacks in such lots along the lines of abutment shall be determined by the district
which has the greater setback requirement.

C. Special requirements for setbacks.

(1) Projections into setbacks. Steps, overhangs, garages, concrete pads, porches, decks,
patios and solar collectors, or any other structure which abuts or attaches to a
building shall not infringe on any required setback area.

(2) Lots with multiple frontages. On lots which have frontage on more than one street
or which have noncontiguous frontage on the same street, front setback
requirements shall apply to all lot lines abutting the streets.

D. Buffer requirements. Where a commercial use abuts a residential use, a buffer shall be
provided along each side and rear lot line adjoining the residential use. Such buffer shall
contain screening comprised of either a six-foot-high stockade fence or equivalent, or a
landscape strip containing a compact evergreen hedge not less than six feet in height,
and/or other means of buffering as deemed appropriate.

§ 200-12. Visibility at intersections.

On a corner lot in any district, no fence, hedge or other obstruction more than 3 1/2 feet in
height above the average street elevation shall be caused to exist within the triangle formed by
the intersecting street lines and a straight line joining said street lines at points which are 30
feet in distance from the point of intersection measured along said street lines.

§ 200-13. Minimum building floor area.

No dwelling shall be erected or altered so that it contains less than the floor area indicated in
Table V-1.

200:17 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 295 of 362



   
§ 200-13 PRINCETOWN CODE § 200-16

Table V-1
Minimum Floor Area

Type of Dwelling or Dwelling Unit or Floor Area
Building (minimum square feet)
Single-family dwelling 900

Two-family dwelling 1,500

Dwelling unit 600
(in a 2-family or a multiple-family dwelling)

Mobile home 720

Commercial building 500 

§ 200-14. Conformance with other state and local laws.

All buildings, structures and uses authorized by this chapter must conform to all applicable
state and local building and sanitation codes, regulations and standards.

§ 200-15. Effect on public utilities.

This chapter is not intended to restrict the construction or use of underground or overhead
lines or of other structures used for public utility purposes by corporations organized under
the laws of the State of New York and subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Service
Commission of the State of New York; however, the establishment of public utility buildings
or substations in residential districts shall require a special use permit and shall be subject to
such conditions as the Planning Board may impose in order to preserve and protect the
character of the district.

ARTICLE VI
Districts

§ 200-16. GR General Residential Districts.

A. Principal uses permitted. The following uses shall be permitted within all GR (General
Residential) Districts:

(1) One- and two-family dwellings, except mobile homes.

(2) Farm operations, subject to requirements of Article VII.

B. Accessory uses permitted. The following accessory uses shall be permitted on the same
lot with a permitted principal use:

(1) Greenhouses and nurseries, not commercially operated.

(2) Garage, carport and parking areas for use of occupants.

(3) Outside storage of special purpose vehicles, subject to the provisions of Article
VII, and provided that the special purpose vehicle is not occupied or used for
living or business purposes. However, the temporary use of a travel trailer or
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recreational vehicle by visitors of the residents of the dwelling unit will be
allowed, provided that it is not occupied more than two weeks annually.

(4) Home kennels, subject to the requirements of Article VII.

(5) Swimming pools, subject to the requirements of Article VII.

(6) Farm buildings.

(7) Towers, subject to the requirements of Article VII.

(8) Any other accessory building, accessory structure, or accessory use, subject to the
requirements of Article VII.

C. Special uses. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to the issuance of a special use
permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) Churches and similar places of worship, including rectories, parish houses, etc.

(2) Nonboarding public and private schools, libraries and museums.

(3) Public utility installations.

(4) Fire stations, Town maintenance and sewage facilities.

(5) Cemeteries.

(6) Private, not-for-profit clubs.

(7) Riding academies.

(8) Bed-and-breakfast establishments.

(9) Camping grounds.

(10) Convalescent homes.

(11) Parks, playgrounds, ski areas and golf courses, including related clubhouses and
maintenance buildings.

(12) Farm stands.

D. Lot dimensional requirements.

(1) Minimum dimensions. The minimum gross area, usable area, width, setback and
lot frontage requirements shall apply to lots in each of the five GR Residential
Districts as listed in Table VI-1, except as provided in Subsection F.

(2) Lot coverage. All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 15%
of the lot area in the GR-1 District and 10% of the lot area in the GR-2, GR-3,
GR-4 and GR-5 Districts.

(3) Lots on culs-de-sac. Any lot which fronts wholly or in part on a cul-de-sac or a
dead-end street shall have minimum lot frontage which is at least 50% of the value
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listed in Table V-1. However, no reduction in lot frontage shall be allowed on a
cul-de-sac which is being constructed temporarily pursuant to Chapter 155, Street
and Drainage Standards, as part of a phased subdivision.

(4) Driveways. Driveways shall not be located within 25 feet of a side lot line.

(5) Off-street parking requirements. See Article VII.

Table VI-1
Minimum Dimensions for Standard-Sized Lots

Gross Lot Usable Lot Lot Width and Front, Side or
Building Area Area Frontage*** Rear Setback

District Type (acres) (acres) (feet) (feet)

GR-1 SFD* 1.5 1.4 200 50
TFD** 3.0 2.7 250 50

GR-2 SFD 2.0 1.4 200 50
TFD 4.0 2.8 250 50

GR-3 SFD 3.0 2.1 200 50
TFD 6.0 4.2 250 50

GR-4 SFD 4.0 2.8 200 50
TFD 8.0 5.6 250 50

GR-5 SFD 5.0 3.5 200 50
TFD 10.0 7.0 250 50 

* SFD = Single-family dwelling

** TFD = Two-family dwelling

*** All frontage need not be contiguous. However, the sum of all frontages of a lot must
equal or exceed the figure in the table in order to satisfy the lot frontage requirements
of this chapter. 

E. Building requirements.

(1) Height limits. No building except for agricultural silos shall exceed 35 feet in
height.

(2) Accessory buildings. No accessory building may be located in a required setback
area as set forth in Table VI-1 or VI-2 of this article.

F. Residential lot reduction.

(1) Purpose.

(a) The Town of Princetown is characterized by steep slopes which are prone to
erosion, soils that exhibit severe development limitations, and underlying
geological strata which have an extremely limited ability to supply water. A
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report presented to the Town by Dr. Raymond LaFleur of Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute has indicated that development density should be limited
to no more than two persons per acre based on this marginal supply. The
Town has no municipal sewer system and many of its residents are entirely
dependent upon individual wells to meet residential and commercial demands
for water. These collective factors are the basis for the lot area requirements
set forth in Subsection D above.

(b) Although the natural features that generally characterize the Town constrain
development, specific sites may exist with adequate natural capacity to
accommodate higher development density without presenting adverse
environmental impacts to the general area within which such sites are
located. The purpose of this section is to describe the principles the
Princetown Planning Board shall apply and the tests that a prospective
applicant shall meet to permit lot area reductions in General Residential
Districts.

Table VI-2
Minimum Dimensions Applicable to Reduced-Sized Lots

Lot Width Front, Side
Gross Lot Usable and or Rear

Building Slope Area Lot Area Frontage*** Setback
District Type (%) (acres) (acres) (feet) (feet)

GR-1 SFD* <8.0 1.0 0.9 200 50
TFD** <8.0 2.0 1.8 250 50

GR-2 ANY Lot size reduction is not allowed in the GR-2 District

GR-3 SFD <8.0 2.0 1.4 200 50
TFD <8.0 4.0 2.8 250 50

GR-4 SFD <12.0 3.0 2.1 200 50
TFD <12.0 6.0 4.2 250 50

GR-4 SFD <8.0 2.0 1.4 200 50
TFD <8.0 4.0 2.8 250 50

GR-5 SFD <12.0 4.0 2.8 200 50
TFD <12.0 8.0 5.6 250 50

GR-5 SFD <8.0 3.0 2.1 200 50
TFD <8.0 6.0 4.2 250 50 

* SFD = Single-family dwelling

** TFD = Two-family dwelling

*** All frontage need not be contiguous. However, the sum of all frontages of a lot must
equal or exceed the figure in the table in order to satisfy the lot frontage requirements
of this chapter. 
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(2) Planning Board review and approval. Any proposal to reduce a lot size shall be
subject to review and approval by the Planning Board, shall meet the requirements
for site plan review2 and shall be subject to the standards set forth in Subsection
F(4) below.

(3) Density range. In accordance with the Town of Princetown's Comprehensive Plan,
lot sizes in residential districts may be decreased from permitted lot sizes set forth
in Subsection D above. Lots for the respective districts may be reduced to the sizes
listed in Table VI-2.

(4) Standards for lot size reduction. A proposal for lot size reduction shall be
accompanied by a site plan, as required for site plan review, and other
documentation demonstrating compliance with the following standards:

(a) An applicant's demonstration that a site is suited for lot size reduction shall
be based on the predevelopment conditions, which shall be defined as the
prevailing conditions of the site in existence at the time this chapter was
initially adopted.

(b) All reduced-sized lots shall be served by a public water supply or a State
Department of Health approved community water supply or an approved
individual well. The location and test yields of all proposed water supply
wells must be in compliance with any and all applicable Town, state and/or
county standards or criteria. When individual wells are proposed, each
proposed lot shall have an approved well drilled or dug and yield-tested
before final approval is granted for such lot if part of a proposed subdivision
and before any building permit for a dwelling is issued for the subject lot in
cases where a subdivision is not involved. This test shall be performed in
accordance with the procedures outlined in Article 53.500 of the Water Well
Specifications Manual as published by the National Water Well Association
(now National Ground Water Association). The yield test shall be performed
by pumping the well at a rate of at least five gallons per minute for at least
eight hours. The rate shall be recorded and maintained at no less than 95% of
the designated rate by means of a gate valve or other throttling device. The
discharge and time of measurement shall be recorded each time it is checked
and a note made of any adjustments. The water level in the well shall be
measured and recorded according to the following schedule: zero to 10
minutes, every minute; 10 to 45 minutes, every five minutes; 45 minutes to
90 minutes, every 15 minutes; 90 to 180 minutes, every 30 minutes; 180
minutes to eight hours, every hour. The water level for at least the last two
hourly measurements should be constant. The applicant may continue the
pumping portion of the test for up to 24 hours until two consecutive stable
readings are obtained at the specified flow rate. If the water level has not
stabilized after 24 hours of pumping, the well shall not be considered
acceptable for use with a reduced size lot. If two constant readings are
obtained after at least eight hours of pumping have elapsed, the recovery test
should then be performed. The well recovery is monitored for at least the

2. Editor's Note: See Ch. 137, Site Plan Review.
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next four hours using the same frequency as used during the drawdown.
(Zero minutes to 10 minutes, every minute; 10 minutes to 45 minutes: every
five minutes, etc.) The results of the recovery test shall be consistent with the
pumping test. Both shall indicate a well yield of at least five gallons per
minute. Well drilling records as well as the results of the yield tests shall be
submitted as part of the application for reduced lot sizes for review by the
Town Engineer. The applicant shall notify each adjacent landowner within a
one-thousand-foot radius from the test well by personal service or certified
mail at least 10 days prior to such pump testing and, upon the request of the
landowner, shall monitor the landowner's well at least hourly during the
pumping test for such proposed well and supply such information with the
application to the Planning Board. No dynamiting or hydrofracturing or any
other extraordinary means shall be permitted in an attempt to increase the
yield of a well proposed to serve a lot for which a reduced lot size is
requested.

(c) Any lot for which lot size reduction is proposed must have an average
predevelopment slope as listed in Table VI-2. The average slope of the lot
shall be calculated from information derived from a topographic map of the
subject lot having a contour interval no greater than two feet and by using the
following equation:

Average Slope = S = (0.0023/A) x I x L 

Where:

S = the average slope in percent

I = the contour interval in feet

L = the sum of the lengths of the contour lines within the lot in
feet

A = the area in acres of the parcel being considered 

(d) Any site for which a lot size reduction is proposed must be served by a
public sewer system or an approved community sewer system or be able to
accommodate a conventional absorption field sewage treatment system as
defined by 10 NYCRR Part 75. All applications for the approval of a reduced
sized lot which proposes an on-site system must be accompanied by an
evaluation of soils on the site and a sewage treatment system plan as
designed by a licensed professional engineer. "Alternative systems," as
defined in 10 NYCRR Part 75, will not be permitted on such lots. The
applicant shall obtain the approval of the proposed sewage disposal system
by the Schenectady County Health Department or the New York State
Department of Health or the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation or the Town of Princetown, whichever is applicable, prior to
the Town's approval of the lot size reduction application.
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§ 200-17. MH Mobile Home Districts.

A. Principal uses permitted:

(1) All uses permitted in the GR General Residential Districts, subject to all
requirements and restrictions applicable in those districts.

(2) Mobile homes used as single-family dwellings.

B. Accessory uses permitted. All accessory uses permitted in the GR General Residential
Districts, subject to all requirements and restrictions applicable in those districts.

C. Special uses. All special permit uses allowed in the GR General Residential Districts,
subject to all requirements and restrictions applicable in those districts.

D. Lot dimensional requirements. Lots in the MH-3 and MH-5 Districts shall be subject to
all of the lot dimensional requirements listed in § 200-16D for the GR-3 and GR-5
Districts, respectively.

E. Building requirements.

(1) Mobile homes allowed. All mobile homes must display a seal certifying
compliance with the uniform code of construction and installation standards for
"mobile homes" or "factory manufactured homes," found in Article 19aa and
Article 18b, respectively, of the Executive Law of New York State, and any
amendments thereto.3

(2) Installation. Each mobile home must be installed and anchored in compliance with
the installation standards promulgated under the authority of New York State
Executive Law, Article 18, entitled the "New York State Uniform Fire Prevention
and Building Code Act."

(3) Height. Buildings in MH Districts shall be subject to all height requirements listed
for the GR General Residential Districts.

(4) Accessory buildings. Lots in the MH Districts shall be subject to all requirements
listed for the GR General Residential Districts.

F. Residential lot reduction. Residential lot reduction as described in § 200-16F shall be
allowed in the MH-3 and MH-5 Districts, subject to all of the requirements for the GR-3
and GR-5 districts, respectively.

§ 200-18. MF Multiple-Family Districts.

A. Principal uses permitted. The following uses shall be permitted within all MF
Multiple-Family Districts:

3. Editor's Note: Article 19-AA, Mobile Home Construction and Installation Standards, and Article 18-B, Factory
Manufactured Homes, of the Executive Law were repealed effective January 1, 1984. See now Executive Law Article
18, New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code Act.
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(1) All uses permitted in the General Residential Districts.

(2) Multiple-family dwellings.

B. Accessory uses permitted.

(1) All accessory uses which are permitted in General Residential Districts shall be
permitted in Multiple-Family Districts.

(2) Accessory service facilities such as solid waste disposal/storage areas and any
necessary maintenance and equipment buildings.

C. Special uses. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to the issuance of a special use
permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) All uses subject to special use permits allowed in the General Residential Districts.

(2) Lodging houses, boardinghouses, sororities and fraternity houses.

D. Lot dimensional requirements.

(1) Minimum dimensions. The minimum gross area, usable area, width, setback and
street frontage requirements shall apply to lots in each of the two MF
Multiple-Family Districts as listed in Table VI-3.

(2) Lot coverage. All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 25%
of the lot area.

(3) Buffer areas. Two twenty-five-foot buffer areas shall be provided along each side
lot line. Such buffer shall contain screening comprised of either a six-foot-high
stockade fence or equivalent, or a landscape strip containing a compact evergreen
hedge not less than six feet in height, and/or other means of buffering as deemed
appropriate.

(4) Lots on culs-de-sac. Any lot which fronts wholly or in part on a cul-de-sac or a
dead-end street shall have minimum street frontage which is at least 50% of the
value listed in Table VI-3. However, no reduction in street frontage shall be
allowed on a cul-de-sac which is being constructed temporarily pursuant to
Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards, as part of a phased subdivision.

(5) Lots with multiple frontages. On lots which have frontage on more than one street
or which have noncontiguous frontage on the same street, front setback
requirements shall apply to all lot lines abutting the streets.

(6) Off-street parking requirements. See Article VII. All parking areas and garages
shall be screened from streets and from adjoining properties by trees, shrubs or
fencing and shall be restricted to the use of the owners, tenants and their guests.
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Table VI-3
Minimum Dimensions for Multiple-Family Lots

Gross Lot Usable Lot
Area Per Area Per Lot Width
Dwelling Dwelling and Street Front Side or Rear

Unit Unit Frontage Setback Setback
District (acres) (acres) (feet) (feet) (feet)

MF-1 4.0 2.8 250 50 100

MF-2 5.0 3.5 250 50 100 

E. Building requirements.

(1) Height. Buildings in MF Districts shall be subject to all height requirements listed
for the GR General Residential Districts.

(2) Accessory buildings. Accessory Buildings in the MF Districts shall be subject to
all requirements listed for the GR General Residential Districts.

(3) Maximum number of dwelling units per building: six.

F. Design requirements for multiple-family uses.

(1) Access. Every multiple-family dwelling shall have access to a public or approved
private street. All interior roads must meet the standards required by Chapter 155,
Street and Drainage Standards.

(2) Utilities. No multiple-family dwelling shall be permitted unless adequate water
supply and sewage disposal facilities are available. No certificate of occupancy
shall be issued until all dwelling units are connected to approved and functioning
water and sewage disposal facilities.

(3) Common open space. Not less than 50% of the gross acreage of the site shall be
composed of land which is permanently dedicated to common open space.
However, upon review of the site plan for a multiple-family dwelling, the Planning
Board may require that up to 75% of the gross acreage of the site be permanently
dedicated to common open space or to natural areas where such areas are needed
to preserve sensitive land, to maintain neighborhood character or to afford
adequate space for recreation.

(4) Maintenance of common open space. Multiple-family-dwelling proposals shall
include such provisions for the ownership and maintenance of all common open
space and natural areas as are reasonably necessary to ensure their continuity, care,
conservation, maintenance and operation, and to ensure that remedial measures are
available to the Town if such property is permitted to deteriorate or if the use is
changed from that which is permitted.

(5) Landscaping. All disturbed areas of every multiple-family dwelling lot which are
not used for locations for buildings, structures, parking, circulation roadways,
sidewalks, preserve areas or similar purposes shall be landscaped and reasonably
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maintained with plantings of grass, trees and shrubs, as approved by the Planning
Board as part of the site plan, to minimize erosion and stormwater runoff and
harmoniously blend such uses with the residential character of the surrounding
neighborhood.

(6) Buffer areas. Except where a required setback abuts a public street or roadway,
every exterior setback area shall be screened with evergreen landscape plantings at
least six feet in height and/or with natural vegetation, trees and shrubbery in a
manner which effectively screens the multiple-family use from adjoining
properties.

(7) Pedestrian circulation. Sidewalks and pathways shall be designed so as to provide
safe and convenient access between buildings and recreation facilities, parking,
loading areas and public transportation stops.

§ 200-19. Planned Residential Development Districts (PRD).

A. Purpose. The intent of the PRD regulations is to permit greater flexibility and,
consequently, more creative and imaginative design for the development of residential
areas than generally is possible under conventional zoning regulations to the extent that
such development is consistent with the Princetown Comprehensive Plan. It is further
intended to promote more economical and efficient use of the land while providing a
harmonious variety of housing choices, a higher level of urban amenities, and
preservation of natural scenic qualities of open spaces. Where a PRD is deemed
appropriate by the Town Board, the use and dimensional standards established elsewhere
in this chapter are replaced by a process in which an approved planned residential
development plan shall become the basis for continuing land use controls within the area
established as a PRD District.

B. Applicability of provisions.

(1) Minimum site size. The provisions of this section may be applied only to sites
having at least 25 contiguous acres of land.

(2) Ownership.

(a) An application for approval of a PRD may be filed by or on behalf of a
person having an ownership interest in the property to be included in the
planned unit.

(b) The PRD applications shall be filed in the name or names of the recorded
owner or owners of property included in the development.

(3) Location of PRD District. Planned residential development districts may be located
only within the following districts:

All GR General Residential Districts

All MF Multiple-Family Districts 
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C. Permitted uses.

(1) Residential uses. Detached, single- and double-family dwellings and townhouses,
excluding mobile homes and multiple-family dwellings.

(2) Nonresidential uses. Active and passive park and recreation areas, neighborhood
community centers, open space and facilities, including swimming pools, tennis
courts, ball fields, playgrounds, walkways, bikeways, nature trails and similar
structures and facilities.

(3) Accessory uses. Those accessory uses and structures permitted in the GR General
Residential Districts.

D. Standards and criteria.

(1) General planning considerations.

(a) Lot coverage.

[1] All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 30% of
the total lot area.

[2] In no case shall the approval of a planned residential development result
in an increase in the number of dwellings which could otherwise be
developed in accordance with the district provisions in which the site is
located, after considering all the requirements of this chapter for the
applicable district, all other applicable state and local laws, and fully
considering such natural site limitations as floodplains, open water,
wetlands, steep slopes, and other land features which would limit the
maximum number of buildable lots under a conventional lot
arrangement.

[3] The applicant for a planned residential development shall be required to
submit at least one development alternative which shows a viable
arrangement of lots which could reasonably be laid out and approved on
the subject property under a conventional subdivision. This alternative
shall be used by the Planning Board to determine the maximum
allowable number of lots under any clustering proposal.

(b) Housing types. The plan may provide for any of those housing types set forth
in Subsection C(1). Developers must provide for at least three architectural
styles of residential units for each type built in any PRD zone. Dwellings
using the same floor plan, rooflines and siding type shall be discouraged. The
proportion of dwelling units devoted to any one such architectural style shall
not exceed 35% of the total number of dwellings of that particular type in the
PRD.

(c) Building height. No building shall be more than 35 feet in height.

(d) Nonresidential uses shall be designed and intended primarily for the use of
the residents of the planned residential development and the immediate

200:28 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 306 of 362



   
§ 200-19 ZONING § 200-19

neighborhood. No building designed or intended to be used in part or in
whole for institutional purposes shall be constructed prior to the construction
and completion of not less than 20% of the dwelling units proposed in the
plan. Recreational and open space uses shall be incorporated into each phase
or stage of development in the manner prescribed by the plan. Applicable
recreational facilities shall be completed before construction of the next
phase.

(e) Open space.

[1] Minimum required common open space. A minimum of 25% of the
gross area of the site shall be set aside as common open space to be
used for recreational, park or environmental amenities for collective
enjoyment by occupants of the development.

[2] Ownership and maintenance of common open space, streets and parking
areas. The Town Board shall require the landowner to provide for and
establish a homeowners' association for the maintenance, preservation
and ownership of the common open space, including any private streets,
drives, service and parking areas and recreational areas. Membership in
such homeowners' association shall be made a restriction to the deed
conveying ownership of a dwelling in the PRD. Such organization shall
not dispose of the common open space, by sale or otherwise, except to
an organization conceived and established to own and maintain the
common open space. The applicant shall set forth the terms and
requirements of ownership and maintenance of the common open space
in a homeowners' association agreement, such agreement being made
part of a deed of ownership. The homeowners' association agreement
shall be submitted to the Planning Board for review as part of the
application for PRD approval.

(2) Principles for development.

(a) Where there is a question as to the suitability of lots for their intended use
due to factors such as steep slopes, stream corridors, rock formations, flood
conditions or similar circumstances, the Planning Board may, after adequate
investigation, deny approval of such lots.

(b) The Planning Board may deny an application for PRD approval where a
significant portion of the tract is unsuitable for development by reason of its
geology and topography or other significant natural features (such as
landscape, stands of mature trees, brooks, ponds, hilltops and views) or other
environmental or ecological constraints; or where the proposed development
would substantially degrade unique or irreplaceable land types or critical
areas or substantially impair the regenerative capacity of aquifers and other
groundwater supplies; or where the proposed development would not permit
the preservation of historic sites in an appropriate setting.

(3) Siting of housing.
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(a) All housing shall be designed with regard to topography and natural features
of the site. The effects of prevailing winds, seasonable temperatures, scenic
views and hours of sunlight on the physical layout and form of the proposed
land use and buildings shall be taken into account.

(b) To create architectural interest in the arrangement and character of housing
fronting streets, variations in setbacks are encouraged.

(c) All housing should be located so as to afford privacy and provide natural
light in all principal rooms.

(d) Routes for vehicular and pedestrian access and parking access shall be
convenient without creating nuisances or detracting from privacy.

(e) The site plan must show the approximate location and arrangement of all
buildings and open spaces so that the Board may review the intensity of land
use with the objective of serving the public interest by protecting neighboring
land uses.

(f) The following requirements shall apply:

[1] Buildings shall be set back at least 30 feet from any street line.

[2] No housing shall be erected within 35 feet of any other housing.

[3] There shall be a minimum of 50 feet between any wall containing more
than 15% windows and any wall in another building.

[4] There shall be a minimum of 10 feet between any parking area and any
building.

[5] No more than two adjacent dwelling units shall have the same front
setback.

[6] All structures shall be a minimum of 75 feet from the property lines of
the development, and a buffer of no less than 25 feet shall be provided
along all property lines adjacent to the development where privacy of
other parties is a consideration.

(4) Water supply and sewage disposal. A community water supply and sewage
disposal system approved by the State Departments of Health and Environmental
Conservation will be required for all planned residential districts. However,
individual water supplies and/or sewage disposal systems may be approved for
detached dwellings proposed within the PRD, provided that the gross and usable
lot areas listed in Table VI-1 applicable to the parent district in which the PRD is
being created are complied with for each lot for which an individual water supply
or sewage disposal system is proposed. However, individual water supplies and/or
sewage disposal systems may also be allowed for detached dwellings proposed
within a PRD, provided that the lot meets all of the requirements listed under
§ 200-16F, Residential lot reduction, (excepting the lot frontage and setback
requirements therein). In these cases, the lots may be reduced to the minimum
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gross and usable lot area listed in Table VI-2 applicable to the parent district in
which the subject lot is proposed. For purposes of this chapter, the "parent" district
shall mean the particular GR or MF district(s) in which the PRD is proposed.

(5) Streets. All streets must conform to Chapter 155, Street and Drainage Standards.

(6) Off-street parking.

(a) For each dwelling unit, there shall be at least two off-street parking spaces
consisting of not less than 180 square feet each, at least half of which shall
be garage space, with adequate access provided.

(b) No more than 15 parking spaces shall be permitted in a continuous row
without being interrupted by landscaping.

(c) Parking areas shall be screened from adjacent buildings, roads and traffic
arteries by walls, fences, changes in grade, dense shrubbery or earth berms.

(d) All streets and any off-street loading area shall be paved, and the design
thereof shall be subject to approval by the Planning Board. All areas shall be
marked so as to provide for orderly and safe loading, parking and storage.

(e) Parking for nonresidential purposes shall be provided appropriate to the type
of nonresidential use, as deemed adequate by the Planning Board.

(f) All parking areas and off-street loading areas shall be paved with dust-free
permanent surface, graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface water
without erosion, flooding and other inconveniences.

(7) Landscaping. Landscaping shall be regarded as an essential feature of every
planned residential development in order to enhance the appearance of housing,
provide protection from wind and sun, and for screening roads, parking areas and
nearby property from view.

E. Application and review procedure. Whenever any planned residential development is
proposed, before any permit for the erection of a permanent building in such planned
residential development shall be granted and before any subdivision plat, or any part
thereof, may be filed in the office of the Schenectady County Clerk, the developer or his
authorized agent shall obtain approval of such planned residential development in
accordance with the following procedures:

(1) Application for sketch plan approval. In order to allow the Town Board and the
developer to reach an understanding on basic design requirements prior to detailed
design investment, the developer shall submit a sketch plan of his proposal to the
Planning Board. The Planning Board shall review the sketch plan based upon the
provisions of this article and make a report of its findings to the Town Board. The
sketch plan shall be to scale and shall clearly show the following information:

(a) The location, area and zoning district designation of the subject site and the
zoning district designation and use of land of adjoining areas.
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(b) The general outlines of the interior roadway system and all existing
rights-of-way and easements, whether public or private.

(c) The size of all residential areas and the total number and type of dwelling
units to be constructed and the intended market for such units. The sketch
plan shall also include a calculation of the proposed residential density per
gross acre and a calculation of the total number of dwelling units and
residential density per gross acre that could be achieved if the site was
developed in conformance with the existing zoning of the parcel.

(d) The common open space area(s).

(e) The existing and proposed storm drainage, water supply and sanitary
sewerage systems.

(f) Natural features, including but not necessarily limited to wetlands, water
bodies, steep slopes, wooded areas, and floodway channels. (A floodway
channel is a passageway for stormwaters and/or surface waters along a
natural watercourse and/or along an artificial channel constructed under due
process of law for passage of stormwaters and/or surface waters.)

(g) A topographic map showing contour intervals of not more than five feet of
elevation, along with an overlay outlining the areas susceptible to erosion or
flooding, if any.

(h) General description of the provisions of community facilities, such as
schools, fire protection services and cultural facilities, if any, and an
indication of how these needs are proposed to be accommodated.

(i) A location map showing uses and ownership of abutting lands.

(j) If the development is to be in phases, a description of how the phasing is to
proceed. Whether or not the development is to be phased, the sketch plan of
this section shall show the intended total project.

(k) A long-form environmental assessment shall be submitted, together with a
list of other permits required and involved agencies. If determined necessary
by the lead agency, an environmental impact statement shall be prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the New York State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA).

(2) Planning Board review. The Planning Board shall review the sketch plan and other
documents submitted by the applicant and shall render either a favorable or
unfavorable report to the Town Board.

(a) A favorable report shall include a recommendation to the Town Board that a
public hearing be held for the purpose of considering planned residential
development districting. It shall be based on the following findings, which
shall be included as part of the report:
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[1] That the proposal conforms to the Town Comprehensive Plan.

[2] That the proposal meets the intent and objectives of planned residential
development, as expressed herein.

[3] That the proposal meets all the general requirements of this section.

[4] That the proposal is conceptually sound in that it meets a community
need and it conforms to accepted design principles in the proposed
functional roadway system, land use configuration, open space system,
drainage system and scale of the elements, both absolutely and to one
another.

[5] That there are adequate services and utilities available or proposed to be
made available in the construction of the development.

(b) An unfavorable report shall state clearly the reason therefor and, if
appropriate, specify to the applicant what might be necessary in order to
receive a favorable report. The applicant may, within 10 days after receiving
an unfavorable report, file an application for planned residential development
districting with the Town Board. The Town Board may then determine, on its
own initiative, whether or not it wishes to call a public hearing.

(3) Completed application. The Chairperson of the Planning Board shall certify when
all of the necessary application material has been presented, and the Planning
Board shall submit its report to the Town Board within 60 days of such
certification. If after 60 days no report has been rendered, the applicant may
proceed as if a favorable report was issued.

(4) Town zoning amendment to PRD District.

(a) Town Board action and public hearings. Upon completion of the
requirements for review and upon receipt of a favorable report from the
Planning Board or upon its own determination subsequent to an appeal from
an unfavorable report, the Town Board shall set a date for and conduct a
public hearing for the purpose of considering planned residential
development districting for the applicant's plan, in accordance with the
procedures established by this chapter.

(b) Referrals. The Town Board shall refer the application to amend the Zoning
Map to the Schenectady County Planning Department and to the Town
Engineer, who shall report to the Town Board on the adequacy of the
utilities, layout parking, site design, drainage, streets and other aspects of the
development consistent with the purposes of this chapter. The report of the
Town Engineer may include such actions, stipulations or conditions which
are deemed necessary and appropriate.

(c) Decision. The Town Board shall act on the rezoning application in
accordance with this chapter and may attach to its authorizing resolution any
modifications, conditions, safeguards or requirements as may be appropriate
to protect the public health, safety and welfare.
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(d) Conditions for final zoning approval. If the Town Board grants approval for
the planned residential development district, the Zoning Map shall be so
annotated. Such approval shall be subject to the following:

[1] PRD rezoning shall be conditional upon the applicant securing final site
plan approval in accordance with the procedures established in Chapter
137, Site Plan Review; approval of a final subdivision plat pursuant to
Chapter 160, Subdivision of Land; and compliance with all additional
conditions and requirements as may be set forth by the Town Board in
its resolution granting the planned residential district.

[2] Placement of improvements and/or posting of performance bond(s) in
accordance with Subsection E(6) below.

(5) Final site plan approval requirements. Final site plan approval, in addition to the
requirements of Chapter 137, Site Plan Review, shall also satisfy the Chapter 160,
Subdivision of Land, provisions for final plat approval.

(6) Financial responsibility. No building permits shall be issued for construction within
a PRD District until site improvements are installed or a letter of credit posted in
accordance with the same procedures as provided for in § 277 of the Town Law
relating to subdivision and as elsewhere required in this or other local laws or
subdivision regulations of the Town of Princetown.

(7) Expiration. Approval or approval with modifications of the PRD zoning shall
expire at the end of 12 months after the effective date unless the applicant has
submitted at least one final site plan application for all or a section of the PRD
development or if such time limit is extended by action of the Town Board.

§ 200-20. C-1 and C-2 Commercial Districts; I Industrial District.

A. Permitted uses: C-1 District. The following uses shall be permitted within a C-1
Commercial District:

(1) Office buildings.

(2) Banks.

(3) Retail establishments which do not sell gasoline.

(4) Personal service shops including barbers, hairdresser and flower shops.

(5) Farm operations, subject to requirements of Article VII.

(6) Any use listed under § 200-16B.

B. Special uses: C-1 District. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to the issuance of
a special use permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) Gasoline service stations.

(2) New or used car sales.
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(3) Motor vehicle repair shops.

(4) Gasoline filling stations.

(5) Restaurants and taverns.

(6) Motels with or without restaurants.

(7) Building materials and lumberyards.

(8) Bakeries, bottling works, distribution stations and trucking terminals.

(9) Commercial kennels, animal hospitals, or veterinary clinics, subject to Article VII.

(10) Laundries and dry cleaning establishments.

(11) Clinics.

(12) Theaters.

(13) Health clubs.

(14) Dance studios.

(15) Car washes.

(16) Laboratories.

(17) Mining operations, as defined in Article III.

(18) Any special use allowed under § 200-16C.

C. Permitted uses: C-2 District. The following uses shall be permitted within a C-2
Commercial District:

(1) All permitted uses in the C-1 District listed under Subsection A.

D. Special uses: C-2 District. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to the issuance of
a special use permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) All special uses permitted in the C-1 District as listed in Subsection B.

(2) Light industrial uses that are construed to be activities that do not involve
fabrication or production of primary products from raw materials.

(3) Warehousing and storage.

(4) Scrap yards.

E. Permitted uses: I District. The following uses shall be permitted within an I Industrial
District:

200:35 11 - 01 - 2014

DRAFT

11/2014 Page 313 of 362



   
§ 200-20 PRINCETOWN CODE § 200-20

(1) All permitted uses in the C-1 District listed under Subsection A.

F. Special uses: I District. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to the issuance of a
special use permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) All special uses permitted in the C-1 District as listed in Subsection B.

(2) Light industrial uses that are construed to be activities that do not involve
fabrication or production of primary products from raw materials.

(3) Warehousing and storage.

(4) Scrap yards.

(5) Adult uses, subject to the additional requirements as provided in Article VII,
§ 200-43, of this chapter.

G. Lot dimensional requirements.

(1) Minimum dimensions. The minimum gross area, usable area, width, setback and
lot frontage requirements shall apply to lots in each of the two commercial districts
and in the Industrial District as listed in Table VI-4.

(2) Lot coverage. All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 50%
of the lot area in any commercial or industrial district.

(3) Lot access and driveways. All buildings shall be provided with safe access to the
street for patrons and customers. When evaluating site plans for a commercial or
industrial development, the Planning Board may limit access to certain streets or
highways for safety or to improve traffic flows. The Planning Board may specify
driveways of a certain minimum width and construction and may also require that
easements be provided to allow future access to adjacent properties. All access
drives shall be located at least 50 feet from any street intersection.

(4) Off-Street parking and loading for each lot developed shall conform to
requirements set forth in Article VII.

(5) Signs in the commercial and industrial districts shall conform to standards set forth
in Article VII.

Table VI-4
Minimum Dimensions - Commercial Lots

District

C-1 or C-2 or I C-2 or I

Use Listed in Subsection
Use Listed in Subsection D(2), D(3), D(4), F(2),
A, B, C, D(1), E or F(1) F(3) or F(4)

Gross lot area (acres) 1.0 2.0

Usable lot area (acres) 0.9 1.8
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Table VI-4
Minimum Dimensions - Commercial Lots

District

C-1 or C-2 or I C-2 or I

Use Listed in Subsection
Use Listed in Subsection D(2), D(3), D(4), F(2),
A, B, C, D(1), E or F(1) F(3) or F(4)

Lot width and frontage 200 200
(feet)

Front setback (feet) 50 50

Side or rear setback 20/50* 20/50*
(feet) 

* Twenty-foot minimum rear and side setbacks will be required for buildings in
commercial and industrial districts. However, when a lot abuts a residential
district or a lot contains a solely residential use in any district, fifty-foot
minimum side and rear setbacks will be required along such abutting
boundaries. 

H. Building requirements.

(1) Height limits. No building shall exceed 35 feet in height.

I. Economic development zone.

(1) All properties located in C-1 and C-2 commercial zones and in I industrial zones
shall be designated as the "Economic Development Zone of the Town of
Princetown."

(2) Pursuant to the authority contained in Article 8 of the Public Authorities Law,
which adds a new Title 28-B entitled Schenectady Metroplex Development
Authority, § 2654(4), gives power to municipalities located within the County to
increase the boundaries of the Schenectady Metroplex Service District within the
municipality. All properties located in the Economic Development Zone of the
Town of Princetown shall be included in the Schenectady Metroplex Service
District.

§ 200-21. W-1 Overlay (Wellhead Protection Overlay District).

A. Prohibited uses: W-1 Overlay District. The following uses and activities are specifically
prohibited in the W-1 Overlay (Wellhead Protection Overlay District):

(1) Establishment and/or operation of any solid waste management facility or
hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility, including, but not limited
to: solid waste storage area or facility; transfer station; rail-haul or barge-haul
facility; raw waste landfill; sanitary landfill; solid waste landfill; ash landfill;
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construction and demolition debris landfill or disposal facility; solid waste
incinerator; refuse-derived fuel processing facility; pyrolysis facility; construction
and debris processing facility; land application facility; composting facility; surface
impoundment; used oil storage, reprocessing and re-refining facility; recyclables
handling and recovery facility; waste tire storage facility; junkyard; salvage yard;
impoundment yard; dump; radioactive waste facility; pathological or medical waste
facility; or hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility.

(2) Discharge, land application, burial or disposal of septage, sewage, sludge, animal
wastes, animal remains, or human excreta into or onto land except for disposal of
sewage through on-site wastewater treatment systems.

(3) Discharge of any septage, sewage, sludge, animal wastes, animal remains or
human excreta into any surface water body.

(4) Disposal of any solid waste, petroleum, radioactive material, hazardous substance,
or hazardous waste into or onto land or a surface water body.

(5) Underground injection with the sole exception of underground injection activities
specifically and directly related to development or maintenance of water supply
wells.

(6) The following potential sources of groundwater contamination: appliance/small
engine repair shops; asphalt, concrete or coal tar plants; boat service, repair, or
washing establishments; chemical and/or biological laboratories; chemical
processing and/or manufacturing plants; cemetery; coin or commercial laundries,
dry cleaning or dyeing establishments; electric and/or electronic communications
equipment manufacturers; furniture stripping and/or refinishing operations; jewelry
and/or metal platers; machine shops; metal manufacturers, fabricators and/or
finishers; motor vehicle body, service, repair and/or washing establishments; oil
and gas drilling and production; petroleum retailers or wholesalers; petroleum
product refiners and/or manufacturers; photo processors and/or printers; trucking or
bus terminals; road and/or maintenance depots; retailers, wholesalers or
commercial users of lubricants, antifreeze, solvents or agricultural or industrial
chemicals; and wood-preserving and/or treating establishments.

(7) Bulk storage of coal or deicing compounds.

(8) Storage of septage, sewage, sludge, animal wastes, human excreta, fertilizers,
petroleum, pesticides, hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, or radioactive
material, except for the purpose of on-site wastewater disposal, existing residential
use or the pumping and treatment of public water supply.

(9) Outdoor storage of animal wastes, fertilizers, pesticides, hazardous substances,
hazardous wastes or radioactive material.

(10) Use of pesticides for commercial/agricultural purposes.

(11) Dumping or disposal of snow or ice collected off site from roadways or parking
areas.
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(12) Installation of an on-site wastewater disposal system within 200 feet of public
water supply operated by the Town of Princetown, except for repair or replacement
of an existing system.

(13) Construction of on-site wastewater treatment systems designed for or capable of
surface or subsurface discharges of 1,000 gallons per day or more.

(14) Construction of municipal/industrial sewage treatment facilities with disposal of
primary or secondary effluent.

(15) Installation of any underground storage facility including facilities for the storage
of petroleum products, hazardous substances, hazardous waste, pesticides or
fertilizers.

(16) Aboveground storage of petroleum except for on-site consumption. All
aboveground storage facilities shall be installed with secondary containment.

(17) Construction of commercial pipelines or piping systems that carry petroleum or
liquid hazardous substances/waste.

(18) Commercial excavation or extraction of soils, sands and gravels, except for those
existing mining operations authorized by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation under Article 23, Title 27 of the Environmental
Conservation Law.

(19) Keeping or grazing of livestock.

B. Special uses: W-1 Overlay District. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to
issuance of a special use permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) All proposed uses and activities not prohibited within the W-1 Overlay as listed in
Subsection A. Alteration, reconstruction or structural change of an existing
residential use or structure within the W-1 Overlay does not require issuance of a
special use permit.

C. Lot dimensional requirements: W-1 Overlay.

(1) Minimum gross lot area. The minimum gross lot size for on-site wastewater
treatment systems (septic systems) shall be two acres.

(2) Lot coverage. All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 35%
of the lot area. Note that in any cases where the lot coverage requirements are
more restrictive in the underlying zoning district, the more restrictive regulations
shall apply.

§ 200-22. W-2 Overlay (Primary Recharge Overlay District).

A. Prohibited uses: W-2 Overlay District. The following uses and activities are specifically
prohibited in the W-2 Overlay (Primary Recharge Overlay District):
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(1) Establishment and/or operation of any solid waste management facility or
hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility, including but not limited to
solid waste storage area or facility; transfer station; rail-haul or barge-haul facility;
raw waste landfill; sanitary landfill; solid waste landfill; ash landfill; construction
and demolition debris landfill or disposal facility; solid waste incinerator;
refuse-derived fuel processing facility; pyrolysis facility; construction and debris
processing facility; land application facility; composting facility; surface
impoundment; used oil storage, reprocessing and re-refining facility; recyclables
handling and recovery facility; waste tire storage facility; junkyard; salvage yard;
impoundment yard; dump; radioactive waste facility; pathological or medical waste
facility; or hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility.

(2) Discharge, land application, burial or disposal of septage, sewage, sludge or human
excreta into or onto land except for disposal of sewage through on-site wastewater
treatment systems.

(3) Land application, burial, disposal or storage of septage, sewage, sludge, animal
wastes, animal remains or human excreta within 100 feet of any surface water
body.

(4) Disposal of any solid waste, petroleum, radioactive material, hazardous substance
or hazardous waste into or onto land or a surface water body.

(5) Underground injection, with the sole exception of underground injection activities
specifically and directly related to development or maintenance of water supply
wells.

(6) The following potential sources of groundwater contamination: asphalt, concrete or
coal tar plants; chemical and/or biological laboratories; chemical processing and/or
manufacturing plants; cemetery; commercial laundries, dry cleaning or dyeing
establishments; electric and/or electronic communications equipment
manufacturers; furniture stripping and/or refinishing operations; jewelry and/or
metal platers; machine shops; metal manufacturers, fabricators and/or finishers;
motor vehicle body, service, repair and/or washing establishments; oil and gas
drilling and production; petroleum retailers or wholesalers; petroleum product
refiners and/or manufacturers; printers; trucking or bus terminals; road and/or
maintenance depots; and wood-preserving and/or -treating establishments.

(7) Bulk storage of coal or deicing compounds.

(8) Outdoor storage of hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, fertilizers, pesticides
or radioactive material.

(9) Construction of municipal/industrial sewage treatment facilities with disposal of
primary or secondary effluent.

(10) Installation of any underground storage facility, including facilities for the storage
of petroleum products, hazardous substances, hazardous waste, pesticides or
fertilizers.
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(11) Dumping or disposal of snow or ice collected off site from roadways or parking
areas into or within 100 feet of any surface water body.

(12) Aboveground storage of petroleum without secondary containment.

(13) Construction of commercial pipelines or piping systems that carry petroleum or
liquid hazardous substances/waste.

(14) Commercial excavation or extraction of soils, sands and gravels, except for those
existing mining operations authorized by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation under Article 23, Title 27 of the Environmental
Conservation Law.

B. Special uses: W-2 Overlay District. The following uses shall be allowed, subject to
issuance of a special use permit as provided in Article VIII of this chapter:

(1) All proposed uses and activities not prohibited within the W-2 Overlay as listed in
Subsection A. Development of one single-family or two-family dwelling or
alteration, reconstruction or structural change of an existing residential use or
structure within the W-2 Overlay does not require issuance of a special use permit.

C. Lot dimensional requirements: W-2 Overlay.

(1) Minimum gross lot area. The minimum gross lot size for on-site wastewater
treatment systems (septic systems) shall be two acres.

(2) Lot coverage. All buildings and impervious surfaces shall cover no more than 35%
of the lot area. Note that in any cases where the lot coverage requirements are
more restrictive in the underlying zoning district, the more restrictive regulations
shall apply.

§ 200-23. W-3 Overlay (General Aquifer Recharge Overlay District).

Prohibited uses: W-3 Overlay District. The following uses and activities are specifically
prohibited in the W-3 Overlay (General Aquifer Recharge Overlay District):

A. Establishment and/or operation of any solid waste management facility or hazardous
waste treatment, storage or disposal facility, including, but not limited to: solid waste
storage area or facility; transfer station; rail-haul or barge-haul facility; raw waste
landfill; sanitary landfill; solid waste landfill; ash landfill; construction and demolition
debris landfill or disposal facility; solid waste incinerator; refuse-derived fuel processing
facility; pyrolysis facility; construction and debris processing facility; land application
facility; composting facility; surface impoundment; used oil storage, reprocessing and
re-refining facility; recyclables handling and recovery facility; waste tire storage facility;
junkyard; salvage yard; impoundment yard; dump; radioactive waste facility; pathological
or medical waste facility; or hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility.

B. Discharge, land application, burial or disposal of septage, sewage, sludge or human
excreta into or onto land or any surface water body except for disposal of sewage
through on-site wastewater treatment systems or as allowed by a valid permit issued by
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the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation or the New York State
Department of Health.

C. Land application, burial, disposal or storage of animal wastes or animal remains within
100 feet of any surface water body.

D. Disposal of any solid waste, petroleum, radioactive material, hazardous substance or
hazardous waste into or onto land or a surface water body or as allowed by a valid
permit issued by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation or the
New York State Department of Health.

E. Underground injection with the sole exception of underground injection activities
specifically and directly related to development or maintenance of water supply wells.

F. The stockpiling or bulk storage of coal or deicing compounds except in structures
designed to prevent the entrance of precipitation and constructed on low-permeability
pads which control seepage and runoff.

G. Uncovered, outdoor storage of hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, fertilizers,
pesticides or radioactive material.

H. Dumping or disposal of snow or ice collected off site from roadways or parking areas
into or within 100 feet of any surface water body.

§ 200-24. W-4 Overlay (Tributary Watershed Overlay District).

Prohibited uses: W-4 Overlay District. The following uses and activities are specifically
prohibited in the W-4 Overlay (Tributary Watershed Overlay District):

A. Establishment and/or operation of any solid waste management facility or hazardous
waste treatment, storage or disposal facility, including, but not limited to: solid waste
storage area or facility; transfer station; rail-haul or barge-haul facility; raw waste
landfill; sanitary landfill; solid waste landfill; ash landfill; construction and demolition
debris landfill or disposal facility; solid waste incinerator; refuse-derived fuel processing
facility; pyrolysis facility; construction and debris processing facility; land application
facility; composting facility; surface impoundment; used oil storage, reprocessing and
re-refining facility; recyclables handling and recovery facility; waste tire storage facility;
junkyard; salvage yard; impoundment yard; dump; radioactive waste facility; pathological
or medical waste facility; or hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facility.

B. Discharge, land application, burial or disposal of septage, sewage, sludge, animal wastes,
animal remains or human excreta within 100 feet of any surface water body, except as
allowed by a valid permit issued by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation or the New York State Department of Health.

C. Discharge or disposal of any hazardous substance, hazardous waste or radioactive
material except as may be authorized pursuant to a permit issued by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation or the New York State Department of
Health.
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D. Uncovered, outdoor storage of hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, pesticides or
radioactive material.

E. Uncovered, outdoor storage of fertilizers within 50 feet linear distance of any surface
water body.

F. Uncovered, outdoor storage of coal or chloride salts within 50 feet linear distance of any
surface water body.

G. Dumping or disposal of snow or ice collected off site from roadways or parking areas
into or within 50 feet of any surface water body.

ARTICLE VII
Supplementary Regulations

§ 200-25. Accessory structures and uses.

Accessory structures and uses, as defined herein, are permitted subject to the restrictions,
limitations and standards imposed by district regulations, this section and applicable specific
use requirements.

A. Height. No structure may be more than 35 feet in height except as specifically allowed
elsewhere in this chapter.

B. Attached structures. Every accessory structure attached to a building shall be considered
a part thereof, and the applicable front, side and rear setback requirements shall apply.
Every accessory structure located less than 10 feet from a building, for the purposes of
this section, shall be considered an attached accessory structure.

C. Storage buildings. In any district, accessory buildings may be used for storage on a rental
basis, subject to the requirement that no salesroom or showroom shall be maintained for
the sale of stored articles or merchandise at retail and no exterior sign shall be displayed.

§ 200-26. Outdoor storage of solid waste.

Storage. All solid waste or solid waste containers shall, if stored in the open air, be obscured
from every neighboring residential property and the public way. In addition, all garbage or
rubbish or other putrescible solid waste and all solid waste which is easily transported by
wind shall, if stored in the open air, be placed in covered containers located on a firm level
base.

§ 200-27. Fences.

A. Location and height.

(1) Generally. Fences shall be permitted anywhere on a lot or parcel of land, provided
that the height thereof does not exceed eight feet measured from ground level on
either side of the fence to the uppermost part thereof.
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(2) On corner lots/visibility. No fence or other obstruction higher than 3 1/2 feet above
an adjacent curb elevation shall be permitted on a corner lot within a triangular
area encompassed by three imaginary lines, two of which run along the edges of
the pavement of the intersecting streets and the third being drawn between points
on the aforesaid lines 30 feet from the intersection thereof.

B. Aesthetics. The more aesthetically attractive side of the fence shall face abutting
properties. The side which is more aesthetically attractive shall be that side which is
more pleasing in appearance to a reasonable person because of finish, painting,
woodwork, post location or other reason.

C. Barbed wire and electrically charged fences. No barbed wire fences or electrically
charged fences shall be permitted except in conjunction with an agricultural use or for
the control of livestock or other animals.

§ 200-28. Gasoline filling stations and motor vehicle repair shops.

Gasoline filling stations and motor vehicle repair establishments may be permitted, subject to
the following requirements:

A. Tanks and piping. Tanks and piping designed for storing and transferring petroleum
products must meet the requirements described in 6 NYCRR Part 614 for containment
and leak monitoring. After installation, these facilities must be monitored, tested and
records must be kept in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 613.

B. Location of pumps. Motor vehicle fuel pumps and storage tanks shall be set back a
minimum of 25 feet from every property line. Where residentially zoned or occupied
property adjoins the facility, the Town may, as a condition of special use permit
approval, require a greater setback where necessary and appropriate to serve the purpose
of this chapter.

C. Motor vehicle repair. Every special use permit authorizing the establishment or expansion
of a motor vehicle repair business shall specify, as a condition of the permit, the type of
repairs to be permitted. Such condition shall be binding on the permit holder.

D. Location of vehicles. All vehicles shall be parked or stored at least 20 feet from any
property line.

E. Location of work area. All major repairs and services shall be performed within
completely enclosed buildings, except for the dispensing of motor vehicle fuel, oil and
similar products.

F. Storage of vehicles. Not more than 20 motor vehicles may be stored in an open area at
any motor vehicle repair establishment, and such motor vehicles must be so stored only
for the purpose of repair and reconditioning thereof. Such vehicles may not be stored for
more than 60 consecutive days at the same premises. The Town may, as a condition of
site plan approval, require a greater setback where necessary and appropriate to serve the
purposes of this chapter.
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G. Storage of materials and refuse. All automobile parts, dismantled vehicles and other
equipment shall be within enclosed buildings. All refuse and trash shall be stored in
closed containers and in an area screened from view at all points on any public or private
property or street.

H. Special restriction on terms of special use permits. No special use permit for a motor
vehicle repair shop or a gasoline filling station shall run for a period of more than five
years.

§ 200-29. Motor vehicle sales.

Any business having three or more new or used motor vehicles for sale or lease on site shall
be deemed a motor vehicle sales business and shall be subject to the requirements set forth
below in addition to other applicable requirements of this chapter.

A. Vehicle condition. No motor vehicle which cannot be started and moved under its own
power shall be stored in any open area of the motor vehicle sales establishment. All
motor vehicles shall be maintained in running condition.

B. Location of vehicles. All vehicles shall be parked at least 20 feet from any property line.

C. Motor vehicle repairs. Motor vehicle repair facilities accessory to any motor vehicle sales
establishment shall be allowed only by special use permit authorization and shall
conform to the requirements for such uses set forth in § 200-28.

§ 200-30. Swimming pools.

A. Permit required. No swimming pool equal to or greater than four feet in depth shall be
constructed or installed without obtaining a building permit for that purpose from the
Code Enforcement Officer.

B. Location. No public or private swimming pool shall be located in any required front
setback. Swimming pools shall be considered accessory structures for the purposes of
this chapter and shall be subject to the restrictions placed on such structures as prescribed
in the applicable district regulations.

C. Safety provisions. Every swimming pool with a depth greater than or equal to four feet
shall comply with the following safety provisions:

(1) Every pool shall have an enclosure erected and maintained surrounding the
property or the pool area, equipped with self-latching gates and sufficient to make
such body of water inaccessible from the outside.

(2) The enclosure for an in-ground swimming pool shall be a minimum of four feet in
height.

(3) In the case of aboveground swimming pools four feet or higher, no enclosure is
necessary if the only access to the pool is by portable ladder, and such ladder is
unattached when the pool is not in use.
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(4) Any deck or similar structure attached to or part of an aboveground pool shall be
constructed in such a manner that will maintain the pool's inaccessibility, or a
separate enclosure of four feet or higher shall be provided.

(5) All gates and doors opening into the pool enclosure shall be kept closed and
locked at all times when the pool is not under the immediate attendance of an adult
person.

§ 200-31. Off-street parking requirements.

A. General requirements.

(1) For all buildings and structures erected and all uses of land established after the
effective date of this chapter, off-street parking shall be provided as set forth in
Table VII-1, which relates the specific use or occupancy to the minimum number
of spaces required.

(2) When the intensity of use of any lot shall be increased, off-street parking spaces as
herein required shall be provided for such increase in intensity of use.

B. Design.

(1) Screening.

(a) Any required open parking area for special purpose vehicles, and all open
parking areas associated with a use which requires more than six off-street
parking spaces according to Table VII-1, shall be screened on each side
adjoining a residential district or use. Such screening shall consist of either a
six-foot-high stockade fence or equivalent or a landscape strip containing a
compact evergreen hedge not less than six feet in height, and/or other means
of screening as deemed appropriate.

(b) Exceptions. Recreational vehicles, travel trailers or boats which are registered
to the owner of the lot, or any such vehicles which are parked pursuant to
§ 200-16B(3) of this chapter, shall not require such screening.

(2) Surface. All open parking areas associated with a use which requires more than six
off-street parking spaces according to Table VII-1 shall be paved, graded and
drained to dispose of all surface water accumulation in the area without adding
additional water on an adjoining property or right-of-way, such individual spaces
to be clearly identified by markings four to six inches in width.

(3) Handicapped parking. Parking spaces and ramps shall be provided for handicapped
persons in accordance with state or federal law.

(4) Parking space dimensions. Each off-street parking space shall be at least nine feet
wide and 18 feet long. In the case of special purpose vehicles, the space shall be at
least as long as the vehicle. Each space shall have direct access to an aisle with a
minimum width as listed in Table VII-2.
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(5) Parking area layout. No more than 15 parking spaces shall be permitted in a
continuous row. A landscaped median shall be installed at the end of each
fifteen-space row. Such median shall be five feet in width and shall extend the full
length of the adjacent parking spaces.

Table VII-1
Off-Street Parking Requirements

Minimum Number of Spaces
Use Required
Auditorium, theater, places of public 1 per every 4 seats
assembly

Banks, financial services 5 per 1,000 square feet of floor area

Bed-and-breakfast establishments 1 per bedroom

Clinic or animal hospital 4 per staff doctor, plus 1 per employee

Convalescent or nursing home 1 per every 3 beds, plus 1 per every 2
employees

Farm stands 5 per operation

Gasoline filling station or motor vehicle 2 per bay and 1 per employee
repair shop

Hotel or motel 1 per each guest sleeping room, plus 1
per employee in maximum shift

Laboratories (research, medical, dental 1 per 225 square feet of floor area of
or similar) office space, plus 1 per employee in

areas other than office space

Manufacturing, industrial and 1 per 500 square feet of floor area or 1
warehouse uses per each employee in maximum shift

Office (business, medical, professional 5 per 1,000 square feet of floor area
or similar)

Residences 2 per dwelling unit

Restaurants - sit-down 1 per every 4 seats, plus 1 for every 2
employees

Restaurants - drive-in 1 per every 100 square feet of floor
area

Retail, wholesale and service uses 1 per 200 square feet of floor area

Special purpose vehicles in residential 1 per vehicle
zones 
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Table VII-2
Minimum Aisle Width

(feet)

Type of Space One-Way Traffic Flow Two-Way Traffic Flow
Parallel or 30° angle 11 22

45° angle 13 24

60° angle 18 24

Perpendicular or 90° angle 24 24 

C. Location and setback requirements.

(1) All parking spaces required to serve buildings or uses erected or established after
the effective date of this chapter shall be located on the same lot as the building or
use served.

(2) Parking spaces shall not be located within the required side or rear setback areas
nor closer than 20 feet to any property line.

§ 200-32. Off-street loading requirements.

In order to ensure that vehicular traffic is unimpeded and to reduce traffic safety hazards,
sufficient off-street loading spaces shall be provided for each business or commercial use, as
follows:

A. Spaces required. The number of off-street loading spaces required is as follows:

Floor Area of Building or Use Loading Spaces Required
0 to 999 0

1,000 to 4,999 1

5,000 to 39,999 2

Each additional 40,000 or major fraction thereof 1
(i.e., 0.5 or greater) 

B. Dimensions. Each off-street loading space shall have the following minimum dimensions,
exclusive of access and turning area:

Size
Dimension (feet)

Width 15

Length 40

Length (if tractor trailer will be primary user of 55
loading space)

Height 14 
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C. Location. Loading spaces shall not be located within the required front, side or rear
setback areas nor closer than 20 feet to any property line.

§ 200-33. Signs.

A. Applicability. No signs, whether new or existing, shall hereafter be erected or altered
except in conformance with the provisions of this chapter. Legally nonconforming signs
existing prior to the effective date of this section shall be permitted to remain; however,
any change in the area of a sign shall conform to the requirements of this section.

B. Exceptions. For the purposes of this chapter, the term "sign" does not include signs
erected and maintained pursuant to or in discharge of government functions and/or
elections.

C. Billboards. Billboards shall not be permitted in any district.

D. General requirements. In any district, all signs shall comply with the following general
requirements:

(1) Illumination. No sign shall be illuminated in a manner which will cause undue
distraction, confusion or glare to vehicular traffic or which will create a nuisance
to adjoining property. No sign shall be illuminated by or contain flashing,
intermittent, rotating or moving light or lights.

(2) Structural safety. Any sign, except signs painted on a structure, shall comply with
the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code.

(3) Temporary signs. No temporary or portable signs or signs on a trailer shall be
placed on any premises or building except as otherwise permitted herein.

(4) Location of signs. No sign shall be erected within 15 feet of any property line
except for posted signs pursuant to Subsection E(4) of this section. No sign shall
be placed so as to obstruct the necessary sight distance of vehicular traffic.

(5) Sign area calculation. Sign area is the surface area within the shortest lines that can
be drawn around the outside perimeter of a sign, including all decorations and
lights, but excluding the supports if they are not used for advertising purposes. One
face of the sign shall be counted in computing the sign area. Any neon tube, string
of lights or similar device shall be deemed to have a minimum dimension of one
square foot in addition to the measured sign area for the purpose of computing
total sign area.

(6) Signs along state highways. Pursuant to NYCRR Title 17, no sign shall be erected
along an interstate highway or primary state highway without the permission of the
New York State Department of Transportation Regional Office.

E. Signs in residential districts. No sign of any kind shall be erected or established in any
residential district except as listed below. In addition, no sign shall exceed six feet in
height.
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(1) Name or special use. One sign not exceeding five square feet in area, which may
announce any or all permitted special uses and/or the name(s) of the occupant(s) of
the premises or of the premises itself, will be permitted.

(2) Real estate or construction. One temporary real estate or construction sign not
exceeding five square feet in area will be permitted on the property being sold,
leased or developed. Alternatively, in the case of a housing development involving
three or more lots, one sign not to exceed 20 square feet in area may be erected in
lieu of an individual sign on each lot. Any such sign shall be removed promptly
when it has fulfilled its function.

(3) Institution or cemetery. One sign or bulletin board customarily incidental to
religious institutions and cemeteries, which sign shall not exceed 20 square feet in
area.

(4) Posted signs. Posting of notice to the public, pertaining to but not limited to
fishing, trespassing, hunting and snowmobiling, provided that each sign does not
exceed 1 1/2 square feet in area.

(5) Casual sales. One temporary sign not exceeding five square feet for the casual sale
of surplus personal property or produce. Any such sign shall be removed promptly
when it has fulfilled its function or within 90 days of its installation, whichever
comes first.

F. Signs in the C-1 and C-2 Districts. In the C-1 and C-2 Districts, no sign shall be erected
or established except as follows:

(1) Signs permitted in the residential districts.

(2) Building-mounted signs accessory to a business or industrial use shall not extend
more than 12 inches beyond the building facade and shall not extend above the
roof of the building. For each linear foot of building facing the street, one square
foot of sign area shall be permitted, not to exceed a total sign area of 100 square
feet. In the case of a corner lot, a second sign may be permitted on the side of the
building facing the secondary street. The area of such secondary sign shall be
limited to one square foot per linear foot of building facing the secondary street,
not to exceed 100 square feet.

(3) One ground-mounted sign may be erected and maintained per lot. Such sign shall
contain a total sign area of not more than one square foot for each 1,000 square
feet of the lot or parcel area containing such sign, up to a maximum sign area of
50 square feet. Such sign shall not exceed a height of 15 feet above the average
grade at its location.

(4) Signs shall contain no information beyond the name, nature or principal use,
symbol and other information necessary for the business or use. Such sign shall
contain no information or advertising for any product or service not sold or
performed on the premises.
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§ 200-34. Bed-and-breakfast establishments.

Bed-and-breakfast establishments may be permitted if they meet all requirements and
procedures set forth in Article VIII, Special Use Permits, and the following additional
requirements:

A. No more than five bedrooms, including guest rooms and any owner-occupied bedrooms,
shall be allowed per bed-and-breakfast facility.

B. A bed-and-breakfast shall be permitted only on a lot meeting the minimum lot size
requirements for the district in which it is located or having an area of three acres,
whichever is larger. Such a use shall not be allowed on a reduced size lot as per
§ 200-16F of this chapter.

C. Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with § 200-31 of this chapter.

D. Meals shall be served only to guests taking lodging in the facility.

E. One exterior sign may be allowed pursuant to § 200-33 of this chapter.

F. The exterior appearance of the building shall not be altered from its residential character.

G. The operator of the establishment shall live on the premises.

§ 200-35. Home occupations.

A. Purpose. The standards and regulations of this section are designed to protect and
maintain the character of residential areas while recognizing that certain professional and
trade activities may, on a limited scale, be acceptable accessory uses in residential
dwellings. It is further recognized that the right to carry on a home occupation in a
residential district is subordinate to the right of surrounding residents to enjoy the use of
their property for residential or farming purposes. A "home occupation" is an occupation
or profession which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling unit for
residential purposes and which is carried on by a resident of the dwelling unit.

B. General conditions.

(1) Occupation is carried on wholly within the enclosed walls of the dwelling unit
exclusive of accessory structures and does not use more than 25% of the floor area,
except for the storage of business vehicles and/or commercial equipment.

(2) Occupation does not employ more than one nonresident of the dwelling unit who
works on premises at any one time.

(3) Occupation shall not generate traffic beyond that normally expected in a residential
area.

(4) There will be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises or
visible evidence of the conduct of such home occupation, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter.
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(5) There shall be no exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the
residential character of the principal building, no outdoor storage or display of
stock-in-trade, materials or equipment, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

(6) No activity shall be allowed which would interfere with radio or television
transmission or reception in the area. Nor shall there be any offensive noise,
vibration, smoke dust, heat or glare produced by the home occupation.

(7) No more than three business vehicles and/or commercial equipment shall be visible
anywhere on the property.

§ 200-36. Farm stands.

A. The sale of products shall be restricted mainly to those produced on the premises.

B. No farm stand may be constructed or operated on a lot less than five acres in size, and
the lot must conform to the minimum dimensions required in Article VI of this chapter
for the district in which the farm stand is located.

C. Sales shall be restricted to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

D. The stand must be a seasonal operation, not open to the public more than six months in
any calendar year.

E. Off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with § 200-31 of this chapter.

F. One sign shall be permitted in conjunction with a farm stand in accordance with
§ 200-33 of this chapter.

G. Special permits for farm stands shall be valid for no more than two years.

§ 200-37. Farm operations.

A. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall be applicable:

FARM ANIMAL UNIT — A farm animal unit shall be comprised of one horse or two
ponies (of 13 hands or less) or one cow or two swine or four deer or five goats or five
sheep or 50 rabbits or 20 turkeys or 50 ducks or 25 geese or 100 chickens under the age
of six months or 50 chickens over the age of six months. For the purposes of this
definition, animals less than five weeks of age and animals that are not yet weaned shall
not be considered in any computation of farm animal units.

PEN — An enclosure for farm animals with an area of less than 4,000 square feet per
farm animal unit.

B. Special setback. Any building or pen in which a farm animal is kept and any
accumulation of odor-producing substances shall be located at least 100 feet from any lot
line except by mutual consent of adjacent landowners.
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C. Animal density. No more than 0.25 of a farm animal unit may be kept on a lot of three
acres or less in size. For lots greater than three acres in area, additional farm animal units
will be permitted at the rate of two farm animal units for each additional acre, or fraction
thereof, over the first three acres.

D. Special restriction on swine. In addition to the other restrictions on farm animal units
listed herein, a maximum of six swine over the age of eight weeks of age shall be
allowed on any lot.

E. Restricted farm activities. The following activities are restricted in all districts:

(1) Slaughtering and slaughterhouses shall be restricted to the slaughter of farm
animals raised on the premises only.

(2) Rendering and fertilizer manufacturing from slaughter by-products shall be
prohibited.

§ 200-38. Kennels, veterinary hospitals, animal obedience schools.

A. Commercial kennels, veterinary hospitals and animal obedience schools.

(1) Exercise pen and/or kennels shall be enclosed in a building and located no closer
than 300 feet from any adjoining property line.

B. Home kennels. Home kennels may be established for personal use in any district, subject
to the following requirements:

(1) Outdoor exercise pens and/or kennels shall be located no closer than 300 feet from
any neighboring residence.

(2) No more than three dogs older than six months of age shall be kept in a home
kennel.

§ 200-39. Public utilities.

Public utility installations shall be permitted in any zoning district, subject to all requirements
and procedures of Article VIII, Special Use Permits, and the provisions listed below:

A. The public utility installation will provide service for the general community of the Town
of Princetown which is necessary for the public health, convenience and/or welfare of
Town residents.

B. Operation of the installation will not produce objectionable emission of electromagnetic
energy, vibration or noise, or interference with radio and/or television reception.

C. All feasible precautions to avoid unacceptable aesthetic impact on the surrounding
landscape and right-of-way have been implemented.

D. All applicable governmental regulations have been complied with and necessary permit
approvals obtained.
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§ 200-40. Garage sales.

Garage sales shall be permitted in all districts, subject to the following requirements:

A. Duration and frequency. No garage sale shall be conducted for more than three
consecutive days. There shall be no more than three such sales held per calendar year per
residence.

B. All garage sales must be located on private property.

C. Any signs erected to advertise a garage sale shall be removed within 24 hours after the
sale is concluded.

§ 200-41. Towers.

A. Purpose. The purpose of the following requirements is to protect property values, public
safety and the scenic attractiveness of the Town by prescribing minimum standards and
requirements for the erection of towers.

B. Requirements. Towers may be established, provided they are in full compliance with the
following requirements:

(1) Accessory to principal use. Every tower shall be clearly accessory to a permitted
principal use and shall comply with the definition of accessory use.

(2) Maximum height. No tower shall exceed 75 feet in height.

(3) Setback. Every tower shall be no closer to any lot line than a distance equal to the
tower height. No guy wire or anchor shall be closer than five feet from any lot
line.

(4) Fencing. Every tower shall be fenced or secured in a manner which prevents
unauthorized access to the structure.

(5) Interference. Operation of the installation shall not produce objectionable emission
of electromagnetic energy, vibration or noise, or interference with radio and/or
television reception.

(6) Buffer required. Tower bases shall be sited and screened with a buffer. Such buffer
shall contain screening comprised of either a six-foot-high stockade fence or
equivalent, or a landscape strip containing a compact evergreen hedge not less than
six feet in height and/or other means of buffering as deemed appropriate.

C. Exemptions. The following towers are exempt from the regulations found in this section:

(1) Public utility poles supporting wire or cable used for power transmission or
communications.
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§ 200-42. Camping grounds.

A. Minimum setback required. No campsite or tent site or trailer site or recreational vehicle
site may be located within 50 feet of the lot line.

B. Standards for water supply and sewage disposal. All camping grounds shall be provided
with a suitable water supply and sewage disposal system. All water supply and sewage
disposal systems shall be designed in accordance with the applicable New York State
standards for such systems.

C. Screening. All campsites, tent sites and hookup sites for recreational vehicles and travel
trailers shall be screened on each side adjoining a residential district or use. Such
screening shall consist of either a six-foot-high stockade fence or equivalent or a
landscape strip containing a compact evergreen hedge not less than six feet in height
and/or other means of screening as deemed appropriate by the Planning Board or Zoning
Board of Appeals.

§ 200-43. Adult uses.

A. Findings and legislative intent.

(1) It is recognized that there are some uses which because of their very nature have
serious objectionable operational characteristics under certain circumstances which
produce a deleterious effect upon adjacent areas. Special regulation of these uses is
necessary to ensure that adverse effects will not contribute to the blighting or
downgrading of the surrounding neighborhood. The Town Board of Princetown
finds it is in the public interest to enact this section. The purpose of this section is
to prevent or lessen the secondary effects of adult uses, and not to inhibit freedom
of speech.

(2) The unrestrained proliferation and inappropriate location of such businesses is
inconsistent with existing development and future plans for the Town of
Princetown in that they often result in influences on the community which increase
the crime rate and undermine the economic and social welfare of the community.
The deleterious effects of these businesses change the economic and social
character of the existing community and adversely affect existing businesses and
community and family life.

B. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meaning
indicated. "Adult uses" shall include:

ADULT BOOK AND/OR VIDEO STORE — An establishment having as a substantial
or significant portion of its stock-in-trade books, magazines, periodicals or other printed
matter or photographs, films, videos, slides or other visual representations, which are
characterized by the exposure or emphasis of specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas or instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in
connection with specified sexual activities which are for sale, rental or viewing on or off
the premises.
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ADULT CABARET — A public or private establishment which regularly presents
topless and/or bottomless dances, strippers, waiters or waitresses, male or female
impersonators, lingerie models or exotic dancers, or other similar entertainment or films,
motion pictures, videos, slides or other photographic material, or which utilizes
employees that, as part of their employment, regularly expose patrons to specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas.

ADULT THEATER — A theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar establishment
which, for any form of consideration, regularly features live performances characterized
by the exposure of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.

ADULT MOTION-PICTURE THEATER — Any motion-picture theater where, for any
form of consideration, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other
photographic reproduction are shown, and in which a substantial portion of the total
presentation time is devoted to the showing of material characterized by an emphasis
upon the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical
areas.

MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENT — Any establishment having a fixed place of business
where massages are administered for pay, including but not limited to massage parlors,
sauna baths or steam baths. This definition shall not be construed to include a hospital,
nursing home or medical clinic or the office of a physician, surgeon, chiropractor,
osteopath, duly licensed physical therapist or duly licensed massage therapist, or
barbershop or beauty salon, athletic club, health club, school, spa or similar establishment
where massage or similar manipulation of the human body is offered as an incidental
accessory service.

ADULT MODEL STUDIO — Any place where a person who appears in a state of
nudity or who displays specified anatomical areas is provided to be observed, sketched,
drawn, painted, sculpted, photographed or similarly depicted by other persons who pay
money or any form of consideration.

PEEP SHOW — A theater which presents material distinguished or characterized by
primary emphasis on matters depicting, describing or relating to specific sexual activities
or specified sexual anatomical areas, in the form of live shows, films or videotapes,
viewed from an individual enclosure, for which a fee is charged.

SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS — Includes:

(1) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttocks
and female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; and

(2) Human male genitalia in a discernibly turgid state even if completely and opaquely
covered.

SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES — Includes:

(1) Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;

(2) Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; or
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(3) Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks or
breasts.

C. Locational restrictions. Adult uses shall be permitted by special use permit only in
industrial zoning districts, subject to the following restrictions:

(1) Adult uses are prohibited within:

(a) Five hundred feet of any zoning district which is zoned to allow residential
use.

(b) Five hundred feet of any public or private school.

(c) Five hundred feet of any church or other religious facility or institution.

(d) Five hundred feet of any public park, public bike path, playground field,
cemetery or civic or recreational facility.

(2) No adult use shall be allowed within 500 feet of another existing adult use.

(3) No more than one adult use shall be located on any lot.

(4) The distances provided hereinabove shall be measured by following a straight line,
without regard to intervening building, from the nearest point of the property
parcel upon which the adult use is to be located to the nearest point of the parcel
of property or the land use district boundary line from which the adult use is to be
separated.

D. Other restrictions.

(1) No adult use shall be conducted in any manner that allows the observation of any
material depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas from any public way or from any property not containing an adult
use. This provision shall apply to any display, decoration, sign, show, window or
other openings.

(2) There shall be no outdoor sign, display or advertising of any kind other than one
identification sign limited to only the name of the establishment.

(3) Adult uses shall obtain site plan approval from the Planning Board.

(4) Adult uses shall meet all other regulations of the Town of Princetown, including
but not limited to district lot and bulk regulations, parking regulations and signage.

(5) It shall be unlawful to operate an adult use between the hours of 12:00 midnight
and 8:00 a.m.

§ 200-44. Inoperable and unlicensed motor vehicles.

Except as otherwise provided for by statute or local law, no more than two inoperable or
unlicensed motor vehicles, vehicles in a state of major disassembly or disrepair, or vehicles in
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the process of being stripped or dismantled shall be kept, parked or stored outdoors on any lot
or parcel of land.

ARTICLE VIII
Special Use Permits

§ 200-45. Definition.

The special use permit process is intended to impose controls to minimize or avoid the
impacts related to certain uses which may be incompatible unless conditioned to ensure
suitability with the neighborhood in which they are located. Special use permit procedures, as
provided herein, are intended to assure that such review is made and that appropriate
conditions and safeguards are imposed.

§ 200-46. Authorization.

The Planning Board shall approve or deny applications for special use permits for all special
uses specified in Articles VI and VII of this chapter.

§ 200-47. Application and approval procedure.

A. Applications. Applications for special use permits shall be submitted to the Code
Enforcement Officer. Applications shall include at least the following information:

(1) Copies of the site plan and materials as required by Chapter 137, Site Plan Review.

(2) The property owner's name and address, if different than the applicant, and the
property owner's signed consent to file the application.

(3) The name, residence and the nature and extent of the interest, as defined by § 809
of the New York State General Municipal Law, of any state officer or employee of
the Town of Princetown or the County of Schenectady in the person, partnership or
association making the application or in the subject property, if known to the
applicant.

(4) The street address or legal description of the property.

(5) The zoning classification and present use of both the subject property and those
parcels within 200 feet of its boundary line.

(6) A written statement addressing each of the standards set forth in § 200-48 below
and stating specifically how the proposed special use relates to and meets each
such standard.

(7) A State Environmental Quality Review Act environmental assessment form (EAF).

(8) Such additional information or documentation as the Planning Board may deem
appropriate.
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B. Review by Planning Board. The Planning Board shall review the application in
accordance with the procedures herein.

C. Notice and hearing by the Planning Board. A public hearing shall be conducted prior to
any action of the Planning Board with respect to a special use permit application. A
notice advising the public of the purpose, date and time of the hearing shall be published
at least five days prior to the hearing.

D. Action by the Planning Board. Within 45 days following the conclusion of the final
public hearing or such longer period as necessary to comply with the requirements of the
State Environmental Quality Review Act, the Planning Board shall render its decision.
The Board may grant the special use permit, grant the special use permit subject to
conditions and safeguards, or deny the special use permit.

E. Findings of fact and decision. Every decision of the Planning Board on each special use
permit application shall be based upon specific written findings of fact. Such findings
shall contain a statement setting forth the specific reasons the Board used to grant
approval, to grant approval subject to expressly stated conditions, or to deny approval.
Every findings statement shall expressly set forth any limitations, conditions or
safeguards imposed on any approval. No decision shall become effective until the
findings statement and the vote of each member participating therein has been entered in
the minutes.

F. Conditions on special use permits. The Planning Board may impose conditions on the
special use permit if deemed necessary to prevent or minimize adverse effects related to
the use for which the special use permit is requested. Such conditions shall be expressly
set forth in the findings statement and permit, if issued. Violation of such conditions to
the special use permit shall be a violation of this chapter.

G. Notices. Within seven business days of the Planning Board's decision, the Secretary to
the Planning Board shall mail notice of such decision to the applicant.

H. Expiration of special use permits. The Planning Board may impose limits on the duration
of a special use permit and may require a favorable compliance inspection as a condition
for the renewal of a permit.

I. Review of special use permits. Any special use permit issued in the W-1 Overlay
(Wellhead Protection Overlay District) or the W-2 Overlay (Primary Recharge Overlay
District) may be reviewed at the request of the Town Board, Planning Board or Code
Enforcement Officer at any time as necessary to ensure compliance with the permit.

§ 200-48. Standards.

A special use permit for any special use listed in this chapter shall be granted only after a
determination by the Planning Board based on evidence presented which establishes that:

A. Impact. The proposed building or use shall not have a substantial adverse impact upon
the nature and character of the surrounding neighborhood. In determining "substantial
impact," the Planning Board shall consider the location and size of the proposed use; the
nature and intensity of the operations involved in or conducted in connection with the
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proposed use; the size of the site in relation to the proposed use, and the location of the
site with respect to streets giving access to the proposed use; the effects on traffic,
parking, utilities; and any other matters affecting the public health, safety and general
welfare.

B. Nuisances. Operations in connection with the proposed use shall not be more
objectionable to nearby properties by reason of noise, fumes, vibration or flashing lights
or by the production of objectionable emissions of electromagnetic energy or interference
with radio and/or television reception than would be the operations of any permitted use
not requiring a special use permit.

C. Facilities and services. The proposed building or use shall be served adequately by
essential facilities and services, such as highways, streets, parking spaces, police and fire
protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water and sewer, and schools.

D. Loss of significant features. The proposed building or use will not result in the
destruction, loss or damage of any natural, scenic, architectural or historic feature of
significant importance.

E. Signs and lighting. The location of signs and lighting have been considered with
reference to glare, traffic safety, compatibility and harmony with adjoining properties and
the character of the area.

F. Compliance. The proposed building and use comply with all additional requirements
imposed on it by the provisions of this chapter.

G. Groundwater resources. The proposed use affords adequate protection to prevent
contamination and depletion of the groundwater resources that provide drinking water for
private residential wells and municipal wells operated by the Town of Princetown. In
making such determination, the Planning Board shall give consideration to the simplicity,
reliability and feasibility of the control measures proposed and the degree of threat to
water quality and quantity that would result if the control measures failed. In addition,
the proposed use must comply with all requirements as set forth for the use in the water
supply protection overlay districts (W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4 Overlays).

§ 200-49. Effect of issuance.

The issuance of a special use permit shall not authorize the establishment or extension of any
use or the development, construction, reconstruction, alteration or moving of any building or
structure, but shall merely authorize the preparation, filing and processing of applications for
any permits or approvals which may be required by the codes and local laws of the Town,
including but not limited to a building permit, a certificate of occupancy and subdivision
approval.

§ 200-50. Limitations.

A. Expiration. No special use permit shall be valid for a period longer than one year from
the date of issuance unless a building permit is issued and construction is actually begun
within that period and is, thereafter, diligently pursued to completion or an occupancy
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permit is obtained and a use commenced within that period. A special use permit shall be
deemed to authorize only the particular use for which it was issued, and such permit shall
automatically expire and cease to be of any force or effect if such use shall, for any
reason, be discontinued for a period of 12 consecutive months or more.

B. Amendments. Following completion of the development or establishment of the use
authorized by a special use permit, no such use shall be expanded or added to in any
manner unless the special use permit is amended pursuant to the review and approval
procedures in this article.

ARTICLE IX
Nonconforming Uses, Buildings and Lots

§ 200-51. Purpose.

This article regulates and limits the continued existence of lawfully established uses and
buildings which do not conform to the regulations and standards of this chapter.

§ 200-52. Nonconforming uses.

A. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

LEGALLY NONCONFORMING USE — A nonconforming use which complied with
applicable use regulations at the time the use was established.

NONCONFORMING USE — An existing use of land that does not conform to the use
regulations of the district in which it is situated.

B. Continuation. Any legally nonconforming use may be continued, subject to the
provisions of this article. Nonconforming uses which have not been legally established
are prohibited.

C. Change of legally nonconforming use. A legally nonconforming use of a building may
not be changed to another nonconforming use.

D. Enlargement or extension of a legally nonconforming use. Each presently existing legally
nonconforming use shall be neither enlarged nor increased in any manner except as
outlined in this section. Each presently existing legally nonconforming use shall not be
extended to occupy a greater area of any lot or building nor shall any existing buildings
be increased in size nor shall any additional buildings be erected on the lot to serve a
nonconforming use, except as noted in this section.

E. Enlargement or extension of legally nonconforming dwellings in the C-1 and C-2
Districts. A legally nonconforming dwelling in the C-1 or C-2 District may be altered or
increased in size, provided that such alteration or increase would otherwise be permitted
were the subject dwelling and lot located in a GR-3 General Residential District.

F. Resuming discontinued legally nonconforming use.
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(1) In the event that a legally nonconforming mobile home is removed from a lot in
other than an MH Mobile Home District for a period exceeding 30 days, said
mobile home may not be returned or replaced.

(2) In the event that a legally nonconforming mobile home is removed from a lot in an
MH Mobile Home District for a period exceeding 30 days, it may only be replaced
with a conforming structure.

(3) With the exception of a legally nonconforming mobile home as referenced in
Subsection F(1), in the event that a legally nonconforming use is discontinued for a
period of one year, such use shall not be subsequently reestablished.

(4) The Planning Board is authorized to grant not more than two six-month extensions
to the one-year discontinuance, provided that the owner of said building or
premises can demonstrate that reasonable effort has been made to resume the
legally nonconforming use during the one-year period. In no event shall the
maximum time period during which a discontinued legally nonconforming use can
be resumed exceed two years. Application to the Planning Board for extension of
the one-year discontinuance must be made at least 30 days prior to the expiration
of the one-year period.

G. Combining commercial uses with existing residential uses in commercial districts.
Notwithstanding the other provisions of this article, on any lot containing an existing
residential use in a commercial district, such residential use may be continued and legally
permitted commercial use(s) may be added on such lots. In addition, existing dwellings
and other residential buildings in such districts may be converted for use in part for
commercial activities while maintaining existing residential uses within such buildings.
However, such presently existing residential uses shall not be extended to occupy a
greater area of the affected lot than existed before such commercial uses were added.

H. Water supply protection overlay districts. A use or activity within the W-1, W-2, W-3 or
W-4 Overlay that is nonconforming with § 200-21, 200-22, 200-23 or 200-24,
respectively, shall not be altered, reconstructed or structurally changed in any way that
increases its nonconformity or degree of threat to groundwater quality at the time of
enactment of the water supply protection overlay districts.

§ 200-53. Nonconforming buildings.

A. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

LEGALLY NONCONFORMING BUILDING — A nonconforming building which
complied with applicable regulations at the time of its construction.

NONCONFORMING BUILDING — An existing building which does not comply with
all of the regulations of this chapter governing building size or location on a lot for the
zoning district in which such building is located or which was designed or intended for a
legally nonconforming use.
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B. Continuation. Where a legally nonconforming building exists, such nonconformity may
be continued, subject to the provisions of this article. Nonconforming buildings which
have not been legally constructed are prohibited.

C. Enlargement or alteration of legally nonconforming building or premises.

(1) Pursuant to § 200-52 of this article, a legally nonconforming building may be
enlarged or altered in any way which does not increase the degree of
nonconformity or inherent nuisance of such building.

(2) If a legally nonconforming building is completely or partially destroyed, damaged
or demolished, the building may be restored, provided that:

(a) Neither the floor area nor the cubic content used for any nonconforming use
is increased; and

(b) No additional building not conforming to the requirements of this chapter
shall be erected in connection with such legally nonconforming use of land;
and

(c) No such legally nonconforming building or use shall be moved in whole or
in part to any portion of the lot or parcel other than that occupied by such use
at the effective date of adoption of this chapter; and

(d) Restoration is begun within 12 months after destruction, damage or
demolition and is diligently carried to completion. However, the Planning
Board is authorized to grant not more than two six-month extensions for
beginning restoration, provided that the owner of said building can
demonstrate that reasonable effort has been made to rebuild the legally
nonconforming use during the one-year period.

§ 200-54. Nonconforming lots.

A. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

LEGALLY NONCONFORMING LOT — A nonconforming lot which has been legally
established by a plat, survey, record or deed as shown in the office of the Assessor,
Town of Princetown, and the Office of the Schenectady County Clerk, and which met all
minimum standards in effect at the time of its creation.

NONCONFORMING LOT — Any parcel which does not meet all of the current
minimum standards outlined in this chapter.

B. Uses allowed on legally nonconforming lots. Except as specifically noted in this section,
any use allowable in a given zone for a conforming lot shall be allowable on a legally
nonconforming lot.

C. Uses prohibited on legally nonconforming lots. All uses prohibited on a conforming lot
in a given district shall also be prohibited on a legally nonconforming lot. In addition, in
the General Residential and Mobile Home Districts, two-family dwellings are prohibited.
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In the Multiple-Family Districts, mobile home dwellings are prohibited. In the
Multiple-Family Districts, two-family dwellings are prohibited if the gross lot area or the
usable lot area or the lot frontage is less than that required for a two-family dwelling in
that district. Any use in any district for which Article VII requires that such use either be
conducted on a conforming lot and/or be conducted on a lot of a specific size or
configuration which a specific nonconforming lot cannot meet are also prohibited.

D. Buildings allowed on legally nonconforming lots. Except as specifically noted in this
section, all buildings allowable in a given zone for a conforming lot shall be allowable
on a legally nonconforming lot.

E. Compliance with other requirements. No use will be allowed and no buildings may be
constructed on a legally nonconforming lot unless all of the requirements of this chapter
(other than those relating to lot usable area, lot gross area, side setbacks and/or street
frontage pursuant to Article VI), including but not limited to front and rear setbacks,
height, lot coverage, driveways, street frontage pursuant to § 200-10A and reasonable
access pursuant to § 200-10B, are complied with. However, side setbacks on such lots
shall be no less than 20 feet. In addition, all applicable building codes and other laws
shall apply and all applicable standards pertaining to water supply and sewage disposal
must be complied with. This article shall not be deemed to negate or reduce any
requirement other than those specifically outlined herein.

F. Increasing the land area of existing nonconforming lots. A legally nonconforming lot
may be increased in area by land transfer from adjacent property(ies). Such increase shall
not be required to be in such an amount to make the subject lot conforming after said
transfer. However, such transfer shall be subject to Chapter 160, Subdivision of Land,
and shall not result in the creation of an additional nonconforming lot nor increase the
degree of nonconformity of any existing lot. Such an improved lot shall be considered
legally nonconforming after such transfer and shall retain all protections afforded such
lots in this chapter.

ARTICLE X
Administration and Enforcement

§ 200-55. Enforcement.

The Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Princetown or a duly appointed representative
thereof shall enforce and administer the provisions of this chapter.

§ 200-56. Duties of Code Enforcement Officer.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall enforce and administer the provisions of this chapter and
all Town regulations relating to the location, construction, alteration, repair, removal,
demolition, equipment, use, occupancy and maintenance of buildings. The Code Enforcement
Officer is charged with the literal enforcement of the provisions of this chapter; not change it
or interpret it according to his own ideas. The Code Enforcement Officer shall have no power
to vary any of the regulations and provisions of this chapter. In carrying out such
enforcement, it shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to do the following:
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A. To issue building permits and certificates of occupancy where compliance is made with
the provisions of this chapter and of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and
Building Code.

B. To refuse to issue such permits in the event of noncompliance, giving prompt written
notice of such refusal to the applicant, together with the reasons therefor.

C. To investigate all apparent violations of this chapter and all complaints received by the
code enforcement office. If a violation is found to exist, the Code Enforcement Officer
shall notify offending parties within 10 days after finding and initiate legal action against
such offenders within 60 days after notice if such violation persists.

D. To keep such records as are necessary and appropriate to the office and file the same in
the office of the Code Enforcement Officer and Town Clerk, including a record of all
permits and occupancy certificates issued or denied. A copy of all building permits
issued shall be filed, each month, with the office of the Town Assessor.

E. To submit a report at the close of each month to the Town Board and Planning Board,
enumerating all applications for permits and all complaints received and the disposition
of each.

F. To collect fees for the various applications and permits and turn the collected moneys
over to the Town Supervisor on a monthly basis.

§ 200-57. Building permits.

A. Permit required. Building permits shall be required in accordance with the Town of
Princetown Local Law No. 1 of 1986.4 Building permits shall also be required for the
construction of any swimming pool as provided in this chapter. In addition, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall, in no case except under a written order of the Board of
Appeals, grant any building permit where the proposed changes or use would be in
violation of the terms and provisions of this chapter.

B. Approval by the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals. subdivision, site plan and
special permit approvals and/or variances are required before the issuance of building
permits in certain cases. No building permit shall be issued except in accordance with
this chapter; Chapter 160, Subdivision of Land; Chapter 155, Street and Drainage
Standards; Chapter 70, Flood Damage Prevention; the State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA), and any and all other applicable state, county and local laws and
regulations.

§ 200-58. Amendments.

A. Town Board power to amend. The Town Board may, from time to time, on its own
motion, on petition or on recommendation of the Planning Board, amend, supplement or
repeal the regulations and provisions of this chapter in the manner provided by this
chapter and § 265 of the Town Law of the State of New York.

4. Editor's Note: See now Chapter 24, Building Code Administration and Enforcement.
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B. Referral to the Planning Board. Each such proposal, amendment or change, whether
initiated by the Town Board or by petition, shall be referred to the Planning Board for
report and recommendation thereon prior to the public hearing held by the Town Board.
The Planning Board shall state the reasons for its recommendation.

C. Approval by the Town Board. A majority vote of the Town Board shall be required to
approve such amendment or change except as otherwise provided by law.

D. Entering minutes. Every zoning local law and every amendment to a zoning local law
adopted, including any map incorporated therein, shall be entered in the minutes of the
Town Board pursuant to the provision of § 264 of the Town Law of the State of New
York.

E. Notice of public hearing.

(1) Notice of public hearings by the Town Board required for zoning amendments
shall be published in the official newspaper at least 10 days prior to the public
hearing designated by the Town Board. Such notice shall include a statement
sufficient to inform the public of the content of the amendment, change or permit
application.

(2) Notices shall be sent to adjacent towns and counties as required by §§ 264 and 265
of the Town Law of the State of New York.

§ 200-59. Fees.

A fee, established in accordance with the officially adopted fee schedule, payable to the Code
Enforcement Officer, shall be required with each application for any permit required under
this chapter. The fee schedule may periodically be changed by the Town Board.

§ 200-60. Zoning Board of Appeals.

A. Creation and procedure. The Zoning Board of Appeals, which is established under § 265
of the Town Law of New York State, shall consist of five members. The Board of
Appeals shall have the power to adopt rules for its procedure and government not
inconsistent with any applicable law or local law.

(1) Meetings; quorum.

(a) Meetings of the Zoning Board of Appeals. Meetings of the Zoning Board of
Appeals shall be called by the Chairperson and at such times as the Board
may determine. The Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Acting
Chairperson shall preside.

(b) The presence of three members shall constitute a quorum. The concurring
vote of three members shall be necessary to reverse any order, requirements,
decision or determination or to grant any variance from the requirements of
this chapter, or to approve or make a recommendation on any other matter
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referred to it except where a 3/4 majority is required by law; in which case
four concurring votes will be required to sustain any action.

(2) Hearings, notice and decisions.

(a) The Zoning Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of
the appeal or other matter referred to it. All hearings shall be open to the
public and duly published in the official newspaper of the Town as to nature,
time and place of meeting. Such notice shall be not less than five days in
advance of such meetings. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall act on all
applications or appeals within the time frame specified in § 267-a of the
Town Law.

(b) All properties within 500 feet of the property line of the subject property
shall be mailed notice of such hearing at least five days in advance of said
public hearing.

(3) Minutes. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall keep minutes of its proceedings,
showing the vote of each member upon every question or, if absent or failing to
vote, indicating such fact, and shall also keep records of its examination and other
official actions. Every rule, regulation, every amendment or repeal thereof, and
every order, requirement, decision or determination of the Board shall immediately
be filed in the office of the Town Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer and Planning
Board and shall be a public record.

(4) Recommendation of the Planning Board. At least 10 days before the date of the
hearing required by law on an application or appeal, the Secretary of the Zoning
Board of Appeals shall transmit to the Planning Board a copy of said application
or appeal, together with a copy of the notice of the aforesaid hearing and shall
request that the Planning Board submit to the Board of Appeals its opinion on said
application or appeal prior to the date of the public hearing.

(5) Alternate members.

(a) The Town Board may, by resolution, appoint up to two alternate members of
the Zoning Board of Appeals. These individuals would serve when members
are absent or unable to participate on an application or matter before the
Board.

(b) Alternate members shall serve for a term of three years ending on December
31st.

(c) The Chairperson of the Zoning Board may temporarily replace a member
with an alternate member, with full voting privileges, when such member is
absent or unable to participate on an application or matter before the Board.
When so designated, the alternate member shall possess all the powers and
responsibilities of such member of the Board.

(d) All provisions of state law relating to Zoning Board member eligibility,
vacancy in office, removal, compatibility of office, and service on other
boards, as well as any provision in a local law and/or ordinance relating to
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training, continuing education, compensation and attendance, shall apply to
alternate members.

B. Zoning Board of Appeals jurisdiction. The Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby vested
with the following jurisdiction and authority:

(1) Interpretation. To hear and decide appeals from and review any order, requirement,
decision or determination made by the Code Enforcement Officer or the Planning
Board in the enforcement of this chapter.

(2) Variances. To hear requests for variances to the provisions of this chapter in
accordance with the requirements outlined in §§ 267, 267-a and 267-b of the Town
Law.

§ 200-61. Zoning referrals to other local governments.

In accordance with §§ 239-l and 239-m of the General Municipal Law of New York State,
any amendment to this chapter or any special permit or variance or site plan authorization
shall be referred to the Schenectady County Department of Planning and other neighboring
counties and/or municipalities before final action is taken on said proposal, as required by
law.

§ 200-62. Planning Board.

A. Creation and procedure.

(1) Membership and term. The Planning Board established under § 271 of the Town
Law of New York State shall consist of seven members appointed by the Town
Board. The Town Board shall designate a member of said Planning Board to act as
Chairperson thereof, or on failure to do so, the said Planning Board shall elect a
Chairperson from its members. The terms of the members of the Planning Board
shall be seven years, consistent with Town Law § 271.

(2) Meetings of the Planning Board. The Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the Vice
Chairperson, shall preside. The presence of four members shall constitute a
quorum. All meetings shall be open to the public.

(3) Decisions. A concurring vote of four members shall be necessary to decide on
matters required by this chapter.

(4) Minutes. The Planning Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the
vote of each member upon every question or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating
such fact, and shall also keep records of its findings, recommendations and actions.
Every decision or determination of the Planning Board shall be filed in the office
of the Town Clerk and shall be a public record.

(5) Alternate members.
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(a) The Town Board may, by resolution, appoint up to two alternate members of
the Planning Board. These individuals would serve when members are absent
or unable to participate on an application or matter before the Board.

(b) Alternate members shall serve for a term of three years ending on December
31.

(c) The Chairperson of the Planning Board may temporarily replace a member
with an alternate member with full voting privileges, when such member is
absent or unable to participate on an application or matter before the Board.
When so designated, the alternate member shall possess all the powers and
responsibilities of such member of the Board.

(d) All provisions of state law relating to Planning Board member eligibility,
vacancy in office, removal, compatibility of office, and service on other
boards, as well as any provision in a local law and/or ordinance relating to
training, continuing education, compensation and attendance, shall apply to
alternate members.

B. Planning Board jurisdiction. With respect to this chapter, the Planning Board shall review
all applications for special use permits, variances and amendments to this chapter and
report said findings and recommendations to the Town Board, Code Enforcement
Officer, Zoning Board of Appeals and/or Town Clerk in the manner prescribed by this
chapter. The Planning Board shall enforce all of the provisions of this chapter when
exercising approval authority granted under other legislation or regulations.

§ 200-63. Penalties and enforcement actions.

A. Penalties for offenses. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of
this chapter or any property owner permitting such a violation to occur on his property
shall be guilty of an offense punishable by a fine as set forth in Table X-1 and shall be
assessed reasonable attorney's fees for prosecuting such case on behalf of the Town. For
purposes of computing fines, each day's continued violation shall constitute a separate
offense. The Town shall also have all such other remedies as are allowable by law,
including injunctive relief.

Table X-1
Maximum Penalties for Zoning Violations

First conviction $500*

Second conviction** $1,000*

Third and subsequent convictions** $2,000* 

* Or double the amount of the economic benefit achieved by the violator from the
commission of the violation, whichever is higher.

** Second or third convictions for the same offense. 
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B. Enforcement actions. The Code Enforcement Officer shall serve written notice, either by
personal service or by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the premises
of such violation, on the person or persons committing the violation. The Town Board
may also maintain an action or proceeding in the name of the Town in a court of
competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with or to restrain by injunction the
violation of any such local law, rule or regulation, notwithstanding that the local law,
rule or regulation may provide a penalty or other punishment for such violation.

§ 200-64. Complaint procedure.

Whenever a violation of this chapter occurs, any person may file a complaint. Such complaint
shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Code Enforcement Officer. Such complaint shall
be recorded by the Code Enforcement Officer, promptly investigated, and a written report
thereon filed with the Town Board within 30 days.

§ 200-65. Compliance with SEQRA.

The requirements of this chapter shall be applied and administered in a manner consistent
with the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). No proposed action,
determined under SEQRA to be of environmental significance, shall be approved, granted a
building permit, or otherwise authorized, until said action has been approved by the
designated SEQRA lead agency. The Town may, where practicable and appropriate, utilize
the information contained in any required environmental assessment or statement in reaching a
decision on an action being considered.

ARTICLE XI
Miscellaneous

§ 200-66. Interpretation.

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be
minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, morals, safety or the
general welfare.

§ 200-67. Conflict with other laws.

Whenever the requirements of this chapter are at variance with the requirements of any other
lawfully adopted rules, regulations, or local laws, the most restrictive or that imposing the
higher standards shall govern.

§ 200-68. Effect on prior ordinances, laws and regulations.

Upon taking effect, this chapter shall supersede and replace any and all previous Town laws,
ordinances and/or regulations dealing with the subject matter as covered herein.
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§ 200-69 ZONING § 200-70

§ 200-69. Professional services.

During the administration of this chapter, the Town Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of
Appeals, and/or the Code Enforcement Officer may engage the services of an engineer,
architect, surveyor, attorney or other professional or expert as deemed necessary to complete
the review for a particular permit or project or to solve a particular dispute. The fees for such
services will be paid by the Town, which shall be reimbursed by the applicant or individual
seeking relief. Applicants shall be billed on a monthly basis for such charges by the Town
Clerk as invoices are received by the Town. No permit or project approval shall be granted to
any person for any proposal until all outstanding fees owed to the Town are paid in full.

§ 200-70. Status of existing applications and building permits.

In the event that an application is submitted to the Planning Board for subdivision or other
approval or is submitted to the Code Enforcement Officer for a building permit on or before
the effective date of this chapter (June 14, 1993), such application shall be governed by the
zoning requirements in effect immediately before the effective date of this chapter, provided
that such application is diligently pursued.
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Chapter DL

DISPOSITION LIST
 
§ DL-1. Disposition of legislation.

 
The following is a chronological listing of legislation of the Town of Princetown adopted
since the publication of the Code, indicating its inclusion in the Code or the reason for
its exclusion. [Enabling legislation which is not general and permanent in nature is
considered to be non-Code material (NCM).] The last legislation reviewed for the
original publication of the Code was the Flood Damage Prevention Law adopted
10-8-2013.

§ DL-1. Disposition of legislation.

Enactment Adoption Date Subject Disposition 
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